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ommunity colleges across the entire 
state of Washington face the prospect 
of huge budget cuts, consequences of 

which could be huge rises in tuition, something 
most can’t afford. 
On Friday, February 5th, Seattle Central Col-
lege Student Leadership organized a trip to the 
Washington state capitol in Olympia for stu-
dents to take part in a rally (put together by the 
Washington Community & Technical College 
Student Association) regarding the $2 billion 
deficit in state funding.

n the lobby of the Broadway 
Performance Hall, Mary Hi-
rata recounted her experiences 

of the Japanese-American intern-
ment.  “We had a gas station on 
Twelfth and Jefferson before the 
war,” she began, then explained 
that she and her family were 
sent to the Minidoka internment 
camp.  During World War II, Hi-
rata was among the 120,000 Jap-
anese-Americans from the West 
coast incarcerated by the United 
States government.

The rally was held to show support to the 
WACTCSA agenda which states its aim to 
“redefine basic education as K - 14, affordable 
textbooks, EBTs (Electronic Benefits Transfers) 
and etc.” 
Olympia Campus security estimated that 
around 400 students attended the rally held in 
the State Capitol Campus Legislative Building. 
The participating students represented 34 col-
leges, which serve a total of 400,000 students 
statewide.
The main hall of the Legislative Building was 

“My family was close.  I had all 
these brothers…” Hirata smiled, 
remembering.  Though the Jap-
anese-American internment oc-
curred over half a century ago, 
learning about it is still important 
to Hirata.  “I like to find out any-
thing that happened in our gener-
ation, so that’s why I’m here.”
Hirata was one of the many at-
tendees of Nikkei Banashi: Seattle 
Central College Day of Remem-
brance. Every year, Seattle Cen-
tral holds an event for the Day of 

filled with said students. The audience was in 
fine spirits, with many cheering and applaud-
ing at every opportunity, some breaking into 
songs and chants (“Education is our right”). 
Many had brought homemade signs with them, 
branded with slogans such as “We want to ex-
pand our minds not our wallets”  or “400k ONE 
VOICE. EBT ON CAMPUS NOW!”
During the rally, several state and student rep-
resentatives took the microphone and spoke 
about the importance of students and their role 
in ‘the future.’

Remembrance of Executive Order 
9066, by which Japanese Ameri-
cans were incarcerated in intern-
ment camps. 
This year’s event featured three 
speakers and a film, all empha-
sizing the importance of remem-
bering the internment. 
Attendees paged through books 
about the internment brought by 
Karen Maeda Allman of the El-
liott Bay Book Company. 

Students show their frustration at Olympia

Mary Matsuda Gruenewald talks about 
her experiences during the internment.
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Crime Blotter

1/18/2015 11:30pm
Two white males found tagging on the exterior of BE1110 windows and on the bricks near 
the bike racks.
 
1/24/2015 between midnight and 3:30am
A car in parking garage broken into and some items stolen. The rear passenger window was 
broken.
 
1/30/2015 4:40pm
Possible theft of a student’s backpack while student was in the restroom. Backpack was later 
turned into lost and found.
 
1/30/2015 5pm
Fight between 2 individuals at a soccer club game at the Mitchell Activities Center.
 
2/7/2015 sometime after 11pm
A car in the parking garage was broken into, the window was smashed and some contents 
were missing.
 
2/21/2015 2:15am
Shouting was heard coming from the second level of the parking garage. Four males were 
involved in an altercation. The police were not called and no medical was needed.

2/21/2015 between 5:15 am and 6:05am
A male transient refused to leave the school property. While waiting for the police to arrive, 
the gentleman became aggressive and repeatedly approached the security guard with closed 
fists. The guard repeatedly asked for the man to step back. The man refused and when the 
man was within a foot of the security officer, the guard took the man to the ground to protect 
themselves and waited for the police to arrive.
 
2/23/2015 4:30pm
A fight between two students occurred in room 3148-the computer lab. Security was called 
and the altercation stopped.

Cheri Newman

Board—this is how President Killpat-
rick and his administration treat the stu-
dent press at Seattle Central. It’s sick. He 
thinks he can get away with it because he 
believes the students of Seattle Central 
are just a uncritical transient mass who do 
not care about the direction of the college. 
Is he right? I don’t think so.

I am planning a protest against the poor 
treatment of student journalists at Seattle 
Central. If you feel outraged by what you 
have just read, send me an email at kada-
radan@gmail.com. Let’s show Killpatrick 
that Seattle Central will not tolerate the 
bullying of student journalists. -MA

A few weeks ago a student reporter 
with the Central Circuit was accosted 
by a campus security officer at the main 
entrance to the Broadway Ellison Build-
ing. The security officer was mad that the 
student reporter had snapped a picture of 
him writing a ticket and coerced the de-
letion of the photo. He then wrote up the 
student reporter.

Several staff members of the Central 
Circuit went down as a group to protest 
the security officer’s outrageous—and il-
legal—behavior. We asked for an apology 
and a withdrawal of the disciplinary action 
against the student reporter. The securi-
ty office, including the director of public 
safety, attempted to silence and intimidate 
us, and then booted us out of their office 
when we refused to back down.

The Student Press Law Center called 
the incident a “crystal clear violation of 
the first amendment.” We received an 
apology only after the security office was 
advised by the college’s lawyers that a first 
amendment lawsuit was a real possibility.

I would love to say that this incident 
with security was an aberration, but that 
wouldn’t be true. This incident is part of a 
pattern at this college whereby the student 
press is disrespected, sidelined, bullied, 
and attacked.

This culture of hostility is fostered by 
the administration, including President 
Paul Killpatrick, who is the person ulti-
mately responsible for the unconscionable 
treatment of the student press at Seattle 
Central.

Last year Killpatrick fired Shae Savoy, 
the advisor to the Central Circuit. He did 
so in a devious and underhand manner, 
and his intent was to punish Shae for al-
lowing the Central Circuit to evolve from 
a complaisant bunch of darlings who 
printed a monthly brochure into a serious 
outlet for the voice of Seattle Central stu-
dents.

A complaisant bunch of darlings who 
print a monthly brochure: that’s the vision 
Killpatrick has for the Central Circuit. He 
does not want an independent student 
press that holds him or his administration 
accountable to the students.

Last year, under the capable leadership 

of Casey Jaywork and the principled men-
torship of Shae, the Central Circuit was 
a shining light of journalistic excellence. 
Like good journalists, we were not afraid 
to speak truth to power and to advocate 
for the students whose money supported 
our operation. The college had to pay back 
approximately $17,000 in wages after we 
found that they were in violation of state 
law by not compensating student employ-
ees for mandatory trainings; we called 
out the college’s survey showing wide-
spread support for dropping “community” 
from the name as biased and unclear, and 
conduced our own independent survey 
which showed a majority were against the 
name change; we wrote about the efforts 
of student/ activist Carlos Hernandez to 
unionize workers at the subway where he 
worked; we published an exposé on the 
closing of The City Collegian—the award-
ed-winning student newspaper of Seattle 
Central that disappeared in 2008—that 
revealed the official narrative about why 
the administration axed the paper’s fund-
ing and locked the student journalists out 
of their office was factually-challenged at 
best, and at worst a travesty that violated 
numerous ethical and legal standards.

These were just some of the countless 
excellent articles that we published. The 
Central Circuit attracted compliments 
from students and faculty, and a top award 
from the Society of Professional Journal-
ists. You would have thought the college 
administration would have congratulated 
Shae for overseeing such excellent out-
comes. Nope. They put her job on craig-
slist.

Right after she helped Killpatrick fire 
Shae, Lexi Evans, the former Dean of Stu-
dent Leadership and veteran suppressor of 
the student press at Seattle Central, took 
to expanding the powers of Kilpatrick’s 
recently impaneled Publications Board. 
[Evans was a key player in the demise of 
The City Collegian. Read the article on 
our website, it’s good].

Kilpatrick convened the Pub Board be-
cause he was threatened by the indepen-
dence of the Central Circuit and wanted 
to put a leash on us. Lexi re-wrote the Pub 
Board policies and procedures to help him 
do so, and the rubbish she produced read 
like it had been plagiarized from Gaddafi’s 
Green Book.

The Pub Board claims “general au-
thority” over the Central Circuit. It op-
erates under tyrannical policies and pro-
cedures that have been scrubbed of the 
first amendment and reek of censorship. 
The Pub Board can fire the editor-in-chief 
with ease. All the members of the Pub 
Board were handpicked by Killpatrick. 
Killpatrick—against tradition— refused 
to appoint any student journalists to the 
Pub Board, ostensibly to avoid “conflict of 
interest.” He appointed his PR man, Da-
vid Sandler, as a voting-member.

Bullying on the streets by security, 
reprisal firings, exclusion from the Pub 

Mohamed Adan
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the faculty contract at VCC, and the work 
culture there. One woman asked if instruc-
tors at VCC felt coerced into joining com-
mittees (“no”). Most did not appear at all 
surprised that the Canadians had it much 
better.
 
Cosco said that the union at VCC achieved 
its victories over thirty years of hard work 
and advocacy. “You guys in Seattle, you have 
some advantages,” Cosco said, as he encour-
aged the faculty union to make use of Se-
attle’s progressive culture to achieve similar 
victories.  -MA

n the evening of February 20th, the 
faculty union listened to a presenta-

tion by Frank Cosco, an ESL instructor 
and union leader at Vancouver Community 
College (VCC) in British Columbia.  Cosco 
spent the majority of his presentation com-
paring the faculty contract at his institution 
with that of the faculty at the Seattle Col-
leges District. The differences were stark.
 
There are 1, 143 instructors in contract with 
the Seattle Colleges District. Of those, the 
vast majority (831) are part-timers under 
quarter-by-quarter contract, sometimes for 
years on end. To make ends meet, part-time 
instructors (commonly called “adjuncts ”) 
must shuttle between various institutions in 
the region, teaching a class here and there. 
Their contracts can be terminated with rela-
tive ease, and they are compensated signifi-
cantly less for the work they do.

(In Seattle, adjuncts are paid 65-72% of 
what full-time instructors are) 
 
The Seattle Colleges District is not alone 
in its preference for part-time instructors. 

Part-timers have become prevalent in col-
leges all over the United States, even at the 
most elite, generously-endowed institutions. 
Many people who earned advanced degrees 
and hoped to find full-time, tenure track 
positions are facing the stark realities of  
longterm “adjuncthood, “ including pover-
ty-level wages in some parts of the country. 
Colleges often cite a lack of resources in jus-
tifying this trend, saying that it’s just too ex-
pensive to hire full-time instructors because 
of the high cost of their salaries and bene-
fits. Part-timers point to increases in money 
allocated to administrator salaries and large 
capital projects when contesting this.
 
“We don’t have the part-time/full time di-
vide, “ Frank Cosco said during his presen-
tation.

Cosco said that at VCC, they operate un-
der a “regulars/non-regulars” system where 
“everybody is paid on the same scale.” The 
majority of instructors (54%) are classified 
as “regulars” with rights to full benefits a top 
of scale salary of $87, 411 Canadian Dollars 
(approximately $70,000 USD, in compari-

son the top of scale salary at the Seattle Col-
leges District is $64,000 USD).
 
Instructors who are classified as “non-reg-
ulars” at VCC have much more extensive 
rights and benefits than part-time instruc-
tors at the Seattle Colleges District, with the 
most astonishing being the right to become 
a “regular” after two years of work, with all 
the rights and benefits.

The audience, a mix of full-time and part-
time instructors across the District, ques-
tioned Cosco at length about the details of 

The Faculty Union Learns the 
Canadians Have it Much Better
Mohamed Adan
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Students Rally at Olympia
Oscar Stephens-Willis

pressed their support in enacting this bill.”

-OSW

[Ctd from page 1] Describing students 
as “Washington’s greatest investment,” one 
speaker asked those in attendance to “prom-
ise me you’re going to work very hard to get 
through school and not let anything stop 
you.”

The desire to prevent education prices from 
rising was forefront.  As one representative 
put it, lowering costs is needed so “when you 
finish your education that you’re not so deep 
in debt you can’t find your way out.”
Although Student Leadership had around 
100 sign-ups, only around 20-30 students 
showed to make the trip down to Olympia. 
Bearing in mind the potential devastation 
to students these cuts could have, the apa-
thy was frustrating and disappointing. SCC 
was by no measure the only institution that 
wanted to discuss the issue. A student orga-
nizer from South Seattle College said that 
they had over two thirds of their sign-ups 
not show. 

SCC Student Leadership wanted to per-
suade the Washington State Legislature to 
support the bill on capital gains proposed 
by Governor Jay Inslee. The bill in question 
(HB 1484 - 2015-16) suggests enacting an 
excise tax on capital gains to improve the 

fairness of Washington’s tax system and pro-
vide funding for the education legacy trust 
account.

There is a $2 billion deficit that will affect 
the funding of community colleges (includ-
ing SCC). This tax (targeted at profit from 
sales of stocks and bonds) proposed by Ins-
lee would raise nearly $800 million, with the 
increased revenue going to be dedicated so 
there is funding for higher education.

To relay their concerns, the SCC students 
met with four members of government: 
Representative Gael Tarleton, Representa-
tive Carol Gregory (Member of the High-
er Education Committee), Senator Barba-
ra Bailey (Chair of the Higher Education 
Committee) and Representative Frank 
Chopp (Chair of the Rules Committee).

Akbota Assan, a member of Student Lead-
ership who was a major part of organizing 
the trip to Olympia felt that all in all, the 
day out was beneficial and successful. 

“The bill we supported is the capital gains 
tax which will provide funding for higher 
education if enacted,” said Assan. “We talk-
ed to Frank Chopp, and he said that we were 

the only students so far who prepared well 
and knew how to approach the legislator.”
“Overall,” said Assan, “the majority of the 
legislators we had appointments with ex-

Students Rally at Olympia

Part-time instructor Kraig Schwartz listens to Frank Cosco’s presentation

NEWS
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Ker-Fluey: The perils of cold and flu season

Personal Security on Campus
Cheri Newman
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Student-Submitted Cartoon by Nichol Cox

e are in the midst of one of the worst 
flu seasons in years. The CDC (Cen-

ters for Disease Control) in Atlanta says that 
this year’s flu vaccine is only 23% effective 
against this year’s strain of flu. The difference 
between a cold and the flu is fairly simple. A 
cold you feel coming on; it’s that slowing of 
your energy levels, a slight stuffiness in your 
nose, maybe a bit of a sore throat. The flu 
strikes quickly. You can feel just fine at your 
9am class, and by noon, all you can think 
about is going to bed. 

You might feel achy, warm, unable to con-
centrate; there may be a headache, stomach 
issues, not even a little bit fun. What can 
we do? Here are a few ideas to help us get 
through this.
 
At the first sign of fever, go home. Climb into 
bed, drink plenty of fluids, sleep. If your fever 
lasts longer than a day, contact your doctor. 
There are a variety of medicines available now 
to help lessen the severity of the flu.
 
Email your professors. Let them know that 
you will be missing class and why. Most are 
very understanding. Keep them in the loop 

ast month, a female student was a victim 
of a strong-arm robbery on campus. What 

this incident brought up was a need to review 
personal safety guidelines to prevent this from 
happening again.

I spoke with Elman McClain, Director of 
Public Safety for Seattle Central College. We 
discussed various ways that students and staff 
could protect themselves in the future.

1. Awareness. Look around you. Know your 
surroundings. If something doesn’t feel right, 
trust your gut feelings. Often we notice some-
thing without realizing it.
2. If you see something, say something. If 
something looks suspicious, tell someone. 
Whether it’s a person or item, no one will fault 
you for being cautious.
3. If you have a protection order against some-
one, bring the order and a picture, if you have 
one, to the security office. The guards are here 
to provide safety to students, staff, and facili-
ties.
4. Stay away from isolated areas. If you find 
yourself alone in a lab or a building, please 
contact the building security or Public Safety 
(ext. 5442) so that they know you are there.
5. Try to walk in well-lighted areas and avoid 
shortcuts.
6. Park your vehicle under or near lights.
7. Protect your valuables. Hold your purse or 
bag tightly, close to your body. Do not carry 
a purse or backpack just hanging from your 
shoulder or laying at your feet.
8. Do not carry large amounts of cash.  A front 

about when you expect to be in class again. If 
you can, see if they will allow you to resched-
ule tests or exams.
 
Exchange information with classmates. Try 
to do this at the beginning of the quarter. 
Classmates are one of your best resources to 
email or text you what has been assigned in 
class.
 
Take care of yourself. The flu is rarely over in 
a few days. The aftereffects of the flu can last 
for weeks. So once you are no longer feeling 
like a plague victim, take it easy. Get enough 
rest, eat well, pace yourself. Too much, too 
soon can lead to a relapse, which is even less 
fun than the original bout.

And the most important thing- 

Do not come to school with a fever. The Se-
attle School District’s rule about illness and 
fever is that students are not allowed to come 
back to school until they have been without 
a fever (without fever reducing medications 
such as aspirin, ibuprofen etc.) for 24 hours. 
- CN

pocket is safer for a wallet than a back pocket.
9. Call Public Safety (ext. 5442) for escort ser-
vices.
 
If you are being followed:

1. Cross the street.
2. Change directions.
3. Keep looking behind you so that the person 
knows that you cannot be surprised.
4. Go to a well-lighted area. Enter a building, 
classroom, or library, anywhere there are peo-
ple.
5. Contact Public Safety -- try to give a de-
scription that includes approximate age, 
height, weight, hair color, clothing, scars, tat-
toos or anything else that is distinctive.
 
If you are approached:

1. Do not resist. No amount of money is worth 
taking chances with your life. Do not take 
risks. You can never tell if the person is armed.
2. Notify Public Safety (ext. 5442) immedi-
ately. Try to give a description that includes 
approximate age, height, weight, hair color, 
clothing, scars, tattoos or anything else that is 
distinctive.
3. If you think that there is immediate personal 
danger, call for Police assistance by dialing 911 
directly from any campus telephone.
 
Hopefully we will all follow these steps to 
ensure our own safety and those of other stu-
dents and staff. 
- CN

i. I’m a student at Seattle Central Col-
lege. You might have seen me roaming 

the halls. It seems like I’m in a constant hurry, 
racing to get wherever. Sometimes we almost 
collide. I try to smile and apologize when 
I’m at fault. Sometimes we just exchange 
embarrassed looks as we head to whatever 
destination we’re aiming for. I do my best to 
remember that life is not an obstacle course; 
occasionally I forget.

For a woman in a wheelchair, our school pres-
ents unique challenges to those of us who are 
mobility impaired. Five floors of classrooms 
just in the Broadway-Edison building alone, 
not to mention the SAM building or Student 
Leadership. Often I find myself waiting at 
the elevator banks for long periods of time. 
Elevator cars pass by completely stuffed, with 
no one willing to get out so that I or anyone 
else with need can use it. There have been 
days that I’ve waited while four cars have 
gone by with the same results. On occasion, 
someone will notice me waiting. They tell the 
other people in the elevator to get out, so that 
I can use the car. For those that have stood up 
for me and others, I thank you.
 
There used to be signs at every elevator bank, 
bright blue and white with the International 
symbol for Persons with Disabilities (PWD) 
stating that “Persons with Disabilities Have 
Priority Use of the Elevators.” Some of the 
signs have disappeared or have been covered 

with posters. Unfortunately the need exists. 
Were I or any other person with a disabili-
ty able to use the stairs rather than wait, we 
would. Life would be so much simpler if it 
were that way. It isn’t.

We’re not asking for special treatment, we are 
asking for recognition of our independence. 
I’d prefer not to have to bring this issue up 
but I can’t keep quiet anymore. Seattle Cen-
tral has a diverse student body, some of whom 
have mobility issues. 
 
Disability has many guises. Not everyone 
who needs accommodation looks like they 
need it.

It’s not always someone in a wheelchair. 
Some disabilities would be difficult to spot if 
you didn’t know the person. The truth is that 
at some point in their lives, most people will 
experience some form of disability. When 
you come to an elevator bank, a parking spot, 
or a disability-equipped bathroom stall, just 
keep in mind that there may be people with 
disabilities who need priority access. What 
you call convenience is necessary accommo-
dation for others. 

Doesn’t everyone deserve to live with dignity? 

-CN

The elevator waiting game
Cheri Newman
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supports instruction and other costs. Cur-
rently, the College has budgeted $5,440,606 
from International Student revenue, a sub-
stantial amount of money, and one of such 
a size that when considering the potential 
budget cuts coming to Washington Com-
munity Colleges, it suggests that the amount 
of international students like myself shall go 
up, not down. 

-OSW

ith the current issue of the budget 
deficit and particularly how that af-

fects us here at Seattle Central College, I 
wanted to look into how previous cuts have 
changed the way we’ve operated.

Often when we see budget cuts being im-
plemented, we see huge rises in interna-
tional student admissions. The correlation 
is an obvious one; the school loses money 
through a lack of funding from the state, 
they need more cash, they turn to interna-
tionals who have money to burn and want 
to enter America.

I myself am one of these international stu-
dents (although money to burn, not so 
much). 

Nearly a quarter of students at SCC are 
international. There are 2044 international 
students on campus, who originate from 74 
different countries, and who make up a total 
of 24% of the college student population. 

Andrea Insley, Executive Dean at SCC, 
spoke to me about international students 
and the policy behind the amount.

“Seattle Central’s official guideline is to 
target 1,800 students with the understand-
ing that this may range from 1,600-2,000,” 

Insley said. “We are attempting to decrease 
in spring to just below 2,000 international 
students.  We are doing this through setting 
earlier deadlines for the intensive ESL pro-
gram.”

The reason for the sway between 1600 and 
2000 incoming internationals is because of 
the sometimes complicated procedure inter-
national students have to go through before 
their  arrival at SCC is a guarantee. Visa 
issues and the like can often mean those 
whom the College has accepted may be 
forced to drop out, meaning more get past 
the initial stage of acceptance to counter 
this.

“We currently have a few over 2,000 because 
it is challenging to ‘regulate’ admissions to 
the College,” said Insley. “We do not know 
which applicants will get a visa, for example. 
We can only make educated predictions on 
who will actually be able to enroll at the col-
lege based on the number of applications we 
have processed and accepted.”

“The guideline of 1,800 was set by the Pres-
ident’s Cabinet after assessing our campus 
resources,” Insley said. “Our desire to main-
tain a highly diverse student/faculty/staff 
presence, our current domestic student en-
rollment (currently in decline) and a variety 

of factors.”

While this many international students isn’t 
a problem (rather, the point is it’s more of a 
solution), it is a problem that international 
students are being used to fill the seemingly 
ever increasing gap that’s being left by state 
funding cuts. 

At the beginning of each year, the College 
decides upon an operating budget, which 

Outsourcing Budget Cut Problems Internationally
Oscar Stephens-Willis

Student-Submitted Cartoon by Tung Thanh

W

as a historical event, but as a historical pro-
cess,” he said.  “The history here is not just 
a Japanese American [history], especially in 
the post 9-11 world.”  

He explained that the Islamophobia that 
followed the 9-11 attacks mirrored anti-Jap-
anese racism during World War II.  The in-
ternment history is both a past memory and 
a reflection on the present. 

Learning about the Japanese-American in-
ternment is important for everyone, but for 
Mary Hirata, other former internees, and 
their families, the history is deeply personal.  
Hirata’s friend May Shinbo, who was a child 
during the internment, spoke of her difficult 
experiences.  

“I remember…being uprooted from our 
house, which is not a nice feeling when 
you’re six or seven years old,” she said.  

Yet as she and other Nisei join together and 
share their experiences, they are no longer 
alone with their memories. She said she 
came “to see friends.  I just like coming to 
things like this.” 

 As Nisei offer their stories, and as the larger 
community is eager to listen and learn, the 
modern world can honor those who were 
interned and recognize other forms of in-
carceration today. -MY

[Ctd. from page 1] The auditorium was 
nearly full throughout the event, as SCC 
students, former internees, Nikkei, and oth-
er community members listened to the pre-
sentations and asked questions. 

A hush fell over the audience as the first 
speaker, Mary Matsuda Gruenewald, 
launched into a detailed narrative of her ex-
periences as a teenager interned at the Tule 
Lake Camp.  In a captivating, lyrical tone, 
Gruenewald described her fear and uncer-
tainty after the bombing of Pearl Harbor.  
“What is it going to mean for me?” she 
recalled wondering.  “What is it going to 
mean for my family?  For our people?” 

Sometimes smiling, sometimes wistful, 
Gruenewald recounted the small details she 
remembers: watching FBI agents search her 
Vashon Island home, fainting during the hot 
train ride to the Pinedale Assembly center, 
and stringing necklaces from shells and den-
tal floss – that was all she had – at the Tule 
Lake camp. 

At the end of her account, Gruenewald de-

scribed how she was able to cope with dif-
ficult memories of the past by writing her 
memoir, Looking Like the Enemy, which 
was published when she was 80 years old.  
Since then, Gruenewald has written two 
more books and given numerous talks about 
her experiences.  

The second presentation featured panelists 
Dr. Roger Daniels, Professor Emeritus of 
the University of Cincinnati, and Stan Shi-
kuma, an activist for Japanese-American 
memory and redress.  Both focused on how 
Americans should remember the intern-
ment and recognize lasting injustices.  

Dr. Daniels explained that while many Ni-
sei were reluctant to talk about their expe-
riences, instead hoping to move on with 
their lives, discussing the internment was 
necessary to begin the redress and education 
movements. 

Shikuma highlighted the significance of ter-
minology when teaching about the intern-
ment.  He explained that the euphemisms 
favored by the US government – “assembly” 
and “relocation” centers, “evacuation” – are 

still used today, misrepresenting the un-
lawfulness of the internment.  Through the 
Power of Words movement, Shikuma advo-
cates the adoption of “concentration camp” 
and “incarceration” in history texts.  At the 
end of their talk, Dr. Daniels and Shikuma 
answered audience questions posed by SCC 
students and visitors until the next presen-
tation. 

The final exhibition featured the film The 
Untold Story: Internment of Japanese 
Americans in Hawaii, a documentary about 
the forgotten incarceration centers of Ha-
waii and the movement to recognize the ex-
periences of Hawaiian Japanese Americans. 
The film follows the stories of several men, 
leaders of Japanese-American communities, 
who were seen as threats and were impris-
oned by the US government.  The documen-
tary shows how site restoration, pilgrimages, 
and education are helping bring the history 
of Hawaiian internment to light. 

Though the internment is in the past, all 
three presentations showed the importance 
of remembering and discussing it today.  
Ken Matsudaira, curator of the M. Rosetta 
Hunter Art Gallery at Seattle Central and 
an organizer of the event, also emphasized 
the significance of recognizing the intern-
ment.  

“It’s hugely important to look at it, not just 

Marisa Yamasaki

More Than Just History



The Central Circuit

The Central Circuit

March 2015

Next Stop, Diploma

I

Navigating the road to graduation

t’s March, the skies are cloudy, and the trees are still 
bare. Yet although the end of Spring quarter seems 
ages away, now is the time for degree-seeking stu-

dents to apply for graduation.

Are you planning to graduate this spring? Be sure to 
stop by the Registration or Advising offices before the 
end of winter quarter to pick up a graduation appli-
cation. Applying for graduation only requires a form, 
but it is easy to overlook by students focused on their 
classes.

Turning in a graduation application form is just one 
step towards earning a degree. How can students be 
sure they will graduate on time? I spoke with Quiri-
no Colobong, Program Coordinator and Graduation 
Credentials Evaluator for the Registration & Records 
department, who walked me through the graduation 
procedure.

A good place to start is the degree audit in the SCC Stu-
dent Online Services. “I don’t know if a lot of students 
know that it’s there,” Colobong said. “It takes a look 
at your credits and applies them to the degree require-
ments, so you can know what you’ve done and what you 
still need to do. It’s a great tool to accompany seeing an 
advisor.” It is a good idea to run the degree audit before 
meeting with an advisor to familiarize yourself with the 
requirements. Many students who have not used the 
degree audit discover that classes they have taken do 
not apply to their graduation requirements.  The degree 
audit can also help students keep track of credits they 
have transferred in from other institutions.

Students who have taken courses at other colleges, ei-
ther within or outside the Seattle Colleges District, can 
apply these credits to their majors.  Colobong notes 
that requesting a transcript evaluation is necessary in 
order for the credits to count. Students “may have sub-
mitted a transcript but never requested for it to be eval-
uated,” he said, warning students not to forget this step.

The Seattle Central website also mentions that AP 
or IB scores may fulfill degree requirements.  To have 
their scores considered, students should request an offi-
cial score report to be sent from College Board.

Next, students should schedule an appointment at the 
Advising Office. Many majors require students to cre-
ate a long-range plan with an advisor when they have 
earned 45 credits. The long-range plan helps students 
stay on track as they complete the second half of their 
degree and prepare for graduation. 

One quarter prior to their final term, students need to 
apply for graduation. Colobong explained that apply-
ing in advance ensures that any missed requirements 
can be completed. When students wait until their final 

quarter to apply, “it’s hard to make any adjustments, 
and they end up having to delay their graduation,” 
Colobong said. “So preferably [apply] a quarter before 
just so we can check and make sure everything is going 
to be met.”

Application forms are available in the Advising and 
Registration offices, as well as on the Seattle Central 
website. Professional and technical students can also 
get required documents from their specific depart-
ments. Completed applications should be turned in 
to the Registration office, where they are reviewed by 
Colobong.

Colobong described how he assesses each individual’s 
case: “I will review all their records – credits taken here, 
credits transferred in – and verify that they’re on sched-
ule to graduate at the end of any given quarter,” he said. 
“If everything is great, I send them a formal confirma-
tion letter.”

He will notify applicants quickly if something is wrong. 

“I usually try to email [students] within a day or two so 
they can make adjustments to their schedule,” he ex-
plained. 

Once the graduation application is approved, the indi-
vidual will be set to graduate as long as he or she stays 
on top of requirements. The next milestone comes in 
May, when the registration office sends graduating stu-
dents information about the commencement ceremony 
and cap and gown sales at the SCC bookstore. Com-
mencement is on June 20th at Benaroya Hall.

Are you a prospective transfer student who is unsure 
whether you should earn a diploma? Colobong encour-
ages following through with a degree if you have met 
most of the requirements. “You worked hard to get all 
these requirements done,” he said. “It’s just filling out a 
piece of paper and saying, ‘give me a degree, please.’ Be 
proud of your accomplishments.”

If one does fall short of degree requirements, he or she 
can still graduate during the summer or fall. “People 
can graduate all four quarters,” Colobong said. 

“But we only have one commencement ceremony per 
academic year,” he reminded. 

So, if you hope to walk across the stage at Benaroya 
Hall this June, be sure to apply for graduation during 
winter quarter to ensure you will earn your diploma. 

-MY
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Marisa Yamasaki

NEWS

“You worked hard to get all these require-
ments done. [Applying to graduate] is just 
filling out a piece of paper and saying, ‘give 

me a degree, please.’ 
Be proud of your accomplishments.”

Students line up at the Registration office
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NEWS

Celebrating New 
Year in February
Angie Tamayo Montero

lthough in the United States people welcomed the 
New Year one month and half ago, today, February 
18, there are other countries in the world that are 

celebrating the start of a New Year; to be more specific: the 
Lunar New Year. 

The Lunar New Year, also known as the Spring Festival, is one 
of the most important celebrations in many Asian countries 
such China, Korea, Vietnam, Laos, and Singapore. Although 
these cultures celebrate the holiday in diverse ways, a unifying 
aspect is the importance of the family coming together and 
celebrating with food.

“This time of the year is for family reunion,” said Han Chang 
Chuang, an international student from Taiwan. He remem-
bered one of his bigger Lunar New Year celebrations three 
years ago in Taiwan, when relatives from around the world got 
together in his grandmother’s home to share a joyful moment. 
He was very happy and surprised to meet so many relatives he 
never knew before.

According to Chinese tradition, each year is represented by 
a zodiac animal. This year is the year of the sheep. The Chief 
Executive of Hong Kong caused controversy when he urged 
citizens to be like sheep in an apparent attempt to ease ten-
sions resulting from massive pro-democracy protests in the 
city earlier this year.

Red is a very important color among the traditions for this 
celebration. Red represents happiness, good luck, and joy. 
Thus, people give red envelopes with money to children as 
a symbol of happiness and wealth for their future. Besides, 
people write blissful words on red papers and hanging them 
in the doors.

Food is also significant. “We had a delicious Hot Pot,” said 
Boaming, an international student from China. He was very 

lucky because his mom and sister were here in the U.S. so he 
had a lovely celebration with them; they had a full table with 
different dishes and a Hot Pot in the center.

In the student event center at Seattle Central College, stu-
dents from leadership prepared the Lunar New Year Show-
case where many students had the opportunity to celebrate 
and share their talents. The Taiwanese Student Club and the 
Vietnamese Student Club sang songs in their native languag-
es, the Fashion Club did a fashion parade wearing masks that 
represented the 12 zodiac animals, and during the open mic 
people jumped onto the stage to read poems, and sang.

In order to encourage the people to have a real new year cel-
ebration, CAP organized different stands where people could 
get red paper to write their wishes for the new year and get 
red envelops to surprise other friends with some cash.

So, if you have not celebrated yet, grab red paper to write your 
new year resolution, give red envelopes to your closer friends, 
and make some time to meet family and enjoy home filled 
with the warmth of the hearth.

Happy Lunar New Year 4713!!! -ATM

A

Students Celebrating New Year
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OPINION

I’m Broke. 

W
Bunga Astiti

hen I was a teenager and living in Indonesia, I de-
cided that my passion was writing. At that time I 
was running a blog. School was over at 3:00pm in 

the afternoon, and then I would go straight home because I 
wasn’t the kind of teenager who would hang out with friends 
after school. I’d turn on my laptop and go to tumblr and write 
nonstop until midnight. 

The thing about writing is that it is not at all like speaking. 
When speaking, people tend to come up with their judgments 
before you finish, mid sentence, and they will stop listening 
just in case the rest of the sentence will change their mind. 
Even worse they will cut you off and self-righteously state 
their opinion. Written words don’t work that way. People 
tend to read the whole thing before they judge. They can’t just 
stop in the middle of the paragraph and conclude that the 
point you’re trying to make is stupid. Having had a hard time 
speaking up, writing was my ultimate way to express myself. 
When it came to majoring in college, I chose English Litera-
ture, although later I switched to Creative Writing.
 
My extremely liberal parents were okay with it, but my aunts 
and uncles kept asking me, “What can you do with it?” I think 
there are two reasons for why they came up with that ques-
tion: 

1. The term Creative Writing is not commonly used and it 
doesn’t exist as a field of study in my home country, Indonesia. 
Whoever is interested in writing, either in Indonesian or En-
glish, there is very few workshops or courses that are offered 

in schools. Having access to pens and papers and books to 
learn since you are a child is a privilege. It’s not instilled in 
the young generation the essentials of improving our level of 
literacy.

2. Because the assumption is that if you’re a writer you’re go-
ing to be poor your entire life. You’re told that if you’re lucky, 
they will publish your book once you get really old and are 
about to die. If you are luckier, fame will be bestowed upon 
you after you die. This idea does not occur to everyone, but 
it unfortunately frightens the pessimists writers – albeit they 
may be talented. 
 
But it’s not just that. We live in a world where societies often 
underestimate the cultural value of writing. The art of writing, 
like reading, is one of those things that is powerful and ben-
eficial for the community no matter where you are or what 
kind of culture is practiced. Through written words we discov-
er the truths and lies of our history. Through written words we 
create new forms of communication that can be transmitted 
to a different time: the future.
 
I was born in Indonesia where almost 10 percent of the pop-
ulation is illiterate. Coming to the U.S.A, it was not better. 
Based on a study conducted in 2013 by the U.S. Department 
of Education and the National Institute of Literacy, 14 per-
cent of Americans are illiterate. What is wrong in our cultures 
that value the importance of literature and writing less and 
less? When will that judgmental look disappear from the fac-
es of your relatives when you tell them that you’re studying 
literature or writing? When will I stop reacting to that look 
by expressing my own preconceived idea, saying “yes, guys, I’m 
going to be one of those poor writers”?
 
I mentioned before that my parents are extremely liberal. Still, 
they are concerned about my future as a writer. They tried to 
convince me to take something else as my major, and keep my 
love of writing as a hobby. They believed that I should study 
what I want to write about, or at least know first what I want-

ed to write about. So what is this prejudice about studying 
literature? Does it mean that writing as a profession is not 
appreciated enough, and studying literature doesn’t give me a 
promised successful future?
 
Writing is indeed difficult, but essential for everyone. To be 
successful in it is a whole different story. Writing takes time, 
motivation, and guts. But I guess that’s what distinguishes 
writers from other professions. Writers know that writing 
sucks, but it’s the only way they can escape. You don’t pre-
tend that you like writing and be a writer. Let’s say you write 
something. How are you going to draw people’s attention? 
How are you going to make them think that reading it will 
be worth spending some money? When I was still writing 
for my my blog, I didn’t think about how hard it was to make 
money from my writing. When a bunch of people liked my 
post, I thought, imagine if I earn a few bucks for each “like”, I 
would be rich. But in the publishing world, it doesn’t happen 
like that. I had to edit my works so many times to please the 
readers that I started to wonder the main reason why I write 
at the first place. I asked myself what I wanted: did I want it 
to sell or did I want it to be a medium between my mind’s 
and other’s to the extent that it may or may not be offensive?
 
Hemingway wrote the end of The Sun Also Rises thirty-nine 
times until he felt satisfied. And Fitzgerald hated the first four 
chapters, so Hemingway got pissed and removed them. Like 
what it did to Hemingway, the process of writing will piss you 
off a lot. It’s one of those things that pisses you off but you 
keep doing it anyway because it will demand for your depen-
dency. That’s why every writer is a true writer. Yes, all of them 
are good writers to their own extent. Yes, they will eventually 
earn money from their writings. Yes, they will probably have a 
hard time looking for a publisher. And yes, they are the people 
who I believe are the most passionate about their job.

-BA

#writerslife

Student-Submitted Cartoon by Tung Thanh
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OPINION

Representation of the 43 missing students in a classroom at Seattle Central College

Not One More: 50 Years of Silencing Students
Angie Tamayo Montero

B

Bernardo Flores, Felipe Rosa, Benjamin Bautista, Israel Sanchez, Jose Gonza-
lez, Marcial Baranda, Jorge Legideno, Miguel Mendoza, Marco Gomez, Cesar 
Gonzalez, Julio Lopez, Abel Garcia, Emiliano Alen, Dorian Gonzalez, Jorge 
Gonzalez, Alexander Mora, Saul Garcia, Luis Abarca, Jorge Alvarez, Christian 
Colon, Luis Arzola, Carlos Ramirez, Magadaleno Villegas, Jose Luna, Jesus 
Rodriguez, Mauricio Ortega, Jose Campos, Jorge Cruz, Giovanni Galindes, 
Jhosiyani Guerrero de la Cruz, Leonel Castro, Miguel Hernandez, Antonio 
Santana, Carlos Hernandez, Israel Jacinto, Adan Abrajan, Abelardo Peniten, 
Christian Rodriguez, Martin Sanchez, Cutberto Ortiz, Everardo Bello, Jonas 
Trujillo, Jose Bartolo. [Names of the 43 missing students]

ernardo Flores was a “campesino” (farmer); he 
really wanted to be a teacher because his dream 
was to teach to children and old people from the 

countryside who did not know to write and read. He was 
21 years old when he and the 42 students from the Rural 
Teachers’ College of Ayotzinapa decided to go to a protest 
in Iguala, Guerrero, Mexico on September 26, 2014. The 
mayor of Iguala, José Luis Abarca Velázquez, ordered the 
police to stop and detain the students who were coming to 
town to protest against an event hosted by his wife, María 
de los Ángeles Pineda Villa, for her political campaign. 

Similar to Bernardo, there are hundreds of cases of student 
disappearances connected to institutions that work with 
the government. In solidarity with the 43 students from 
Ayotzinapa, the MeCHA (Movimiento Estudiantil Chi-
cano de Aztlan) chapter at Seattle Central College will be 
hosting a week of social awareness during March 9 to 13 
to dignify the life of hundreds of students who have dis-
appeared during the last fifty years in different countries 
around the world, mainly in Latin America.

The case of  the disappearances of the 43 student is not 
an isolated event in Mexico. According to Human Rights 
Watch in Mexico there are more than 20,000 cases of 
missing people; furthermore, in countries like Argentina 
and Chile, hundreds of student have disappeared under the 
dictatorships of Rafael Videla and Augusto Pinochet. 

Abductions are one of the worst crimes against humani-
ty because the victims’ relatives will never be able to end 
the mourning process; there will be always an uncertain-
ty about whether their loved ones are somewhere alive or 
dead. The lack of support and political effort from the gov-
ernment in finding these people exacerbates the anguish 
and the suffering of the families, worsening the situation.

Not only as MeCHA members, but mainly as students, 
we want to dignify the lives of those students who are not 
here anymore. This is a very relevant topic that deserves 
more attention and action. One of our purposes is to make 

the situation known, because if not, it is going to keep hap-
pening for many years. We realize that we are in a position 
where we can talk more openly about it in this country. 
We are addressing this issue because we can do it without 
putting our lives in risk, we have less chances to have the 
same fate that these students had (well, at least that is what 
we think).

For the week of social awareness about missing students, 
we will post a timeline located in the first floor of the 
Broadway Edison building near the Buzz Cafe from the 
last 50 years with hundreds of students’ names who dis-
appeared and were killed due to political orientation and 

reasons. Naming them is important because if we continue 
recalling their names, their dreams will survive to posterity. 
Furthermore, MeCHA will host an event  in the Student 
Event Center (BE 1110) on March 10 to inform the com-
munity about 43 students and the issue of abduction in 
general.

So, if you know the name of a student who has disap-
peared, let us know, send us an email to anggie.tamayo@
gmail.com. We will be able to write his or her name down 
and keep them alive forever in our memories. 
-ATM



The Central Circuit

The Central Circuit

March 2015

10

OPINION

C’est Cool Ta Vie

F
Nicole Acosta

or reasons I don’t understand, most maps you see of 
France will have a little dot placed on there represent-

ing La Fléche. The tiny dot is a little village perdu dans la 
campagne, lost in the countryside, a few hundred kilome-
ters from Paris. Usually when I told French people where 
I was living during my exchange year, they said one of two 
responses: “Where is that?” or “I’m sorry.” La Fléche is so 
small that if you walked across the whole village from one 
end to the other it would take about 15 minutes. 

Outside of the village of La Fléche there are other villages 
made up of farmland that go on for kilometers. Though I 
did hate living there at first, going from living near a big 
city to the country was a culture shock by itself. It took me 
a while to realize the beauty that sat right in between my 
eyes. 

One day the streets became laced with twinkling lights 
from one side of the main streets to the other with banners 
strung up along with them. Music that I hadn’t noticed be-
fore played from on top of the streetlamps, and an outdoor 
skating rink appeared in the square. The “ice” I assumed was 
made out of plastic which made it impossible to even skate 
at all, plus the fact that it was probably only 20 meters long. 
The days got shorter, but I didn’t mind; the short days gave 
me more time to look up at the lights. Spring and summer 
are classic motion pictures. The best way to spend the sum-
mer is not in the center of the village but in its countryside 
by bike. There are almost no cars on these tiny little roads. 
All you hear are cows mooing and crickets chirping in the 
sunflowers. 

Being an exchange student, or even a foreigner in a new 
place, there is some special bond you grow with anyone you 
meet that is or was in the same situation. There’s some-
thing about meeting someone who understands what you’re 
going through and has experienced similar things to you. 
It’s something almost indescribable when you meet some-
one who has experienced living abroad as well, you become 
instant friends and they become part of this large fami-
ly. There is nothing more terrifying than being in a place 
where you have no idea what is happening, you don’t un-
derstand the language, you don’t know how to get around, 
everything and everyone you know are hundreds and thou-
sands of miles away, everyone can tell you don’t belong just 
by looking at you, experiencing prejudices and stereotypes, 
and being ostracized for all of these things. Living abroad 
is not easy to say the least and it takes a very strong person 
to do it. Dealing with all this is the most difficult thing I 
have had to deal with, and to know someone who has lived 
through it or is living through it is so comforting. It’s com-
forting to know that no matter how impossible it seems 
to be to deal with the locals that there are people who are 
there with open arms. It’s comforting to have just met a 
complete stranger who is there to support you and be there 
for you without all the judgements and prejudices other 
people may be holding against you. 

What I and most people I know have done was to try be 
like the people we lived with. I changed my style, I changed 
my habits, I changed my language, and I put myself in their 
shoes. The whole thing you hear around these days is to “be 
yourself,” “don’t let people change you,” but I think it’s a 
great thing to not be yourself and change who you are for 
a while. Change can be a very good thing, some things and 
some people won’t always be the same. Besides, one can not 

be themselves and be in someone else’s shoes at the same 
time -- that’s impossible. As I see it, the only way to be a 
part of a new culture is to be as they are. So I became them 
-- I became French. When I became French it was then 
that they could begin to accept and understand me. 

Most of my memories of La Fléche and my experiences in 
trying to be French were at the school I went to. What bet-
ter place to learn how to be a French teenager than to spend 
hours upon hours with them. Notre Dame was a middle 
school and a high school of 300. Of the 300 students that 
went there 70 of them were in high school. Notre Dame 
is this super old building that used to be a seminary al-
most two hundred years ago. The building is so gorgeous. 
We were only allowed in certain parts of the school. I sup-
pose most of the reason I thought the building was beau-
tiful was the mystery of what was behind certain locked 
doors. The entire building is made of stone and five stories 
tall. The whole building kind of felt like a maze with weird 
little secret hallways you had to crouch into. The only bad 
thing about going to school in a stone building from 8am-
5:30pm was that it’s always so cold in winter. The stone and 
the old wooden doors didn’t help keep much of cold out 
and the window that Antoine broke didn’t help either. The 
only source of heat are these steam radiators that the whole 
class gathered around every time the teachers left the room.

My fame as the foreign girl seemed more like infamy nine-
ty-nine times out of a hundred. Even though I seemed to 
be well admired, that was far from true. In reality the ru-
mors got to me: mainly the ones about me being the slut-
ty American girl whose main goal was to steal your boy-
friend. Anyone who actually knows me realized this to be 
very false, but to everyone else it might as well have been 
the absolute truth. My classmates would pick certain days 
they felt like talking with me and the rest of the days they 
would talk shit about me. A lot of days classmates and host 
families would talk about me in obscure French thinking 
I wasn’t able to understand a word. As if I was some poor 
clueless child they would spell out the insulting key words. 
Being called all these things weighed heavy on me. The way 
people put me down when they think I wasn’t able to com-
prehend their hateful assumptions hurt like nothing else.

Besides the girls who only wanted to be my friend so I could 
help them with their English homework, Corentin was my 
only real friend. If it wasn’t for him I would have never per-
fected the French “R”. If it wasn’t for him I wouldn’t have 

had any partners for any of my class projects. I rolled my 
eyes the day he asked our homeroom teacher to have his 
assigned seat next to mine, but really no one would have 
wanted to sit next to me besides him anyways. He seemed 
to be the only one who legitimately cared for me. It was a 
nice change to actually have someone to talk to about what 
I was going through on a daily basis. Without his effort and 
his willingness to be silly just so he could communicate to 
me, my experience would not have been the same. There are 
simply not enough words to write about how grateful I am 
to have a friend like him.

Corentin was my go-to guy from schoolwork, to learning 
French, to everything else in adjusting to my new French 
lifestyle. Once in a while I’d help him with English. Coren-
tin was the worst at English but I thought it was adorable. 
One day in the middle of class we were speaking English 
together and he was trying to say something funny to me in 
his incomprehensible English. He was going on and on and 
I just turned to him and I said “Cool, Good for you.” He 
seemed to have thought it was the funniest thing anyone 
has ever said and began laughing hysterically. Our other 
friend, Romain, looked at us and asked what I said. When 
Corentin translated it for him he seemed to agree with my 
new-found identity as a comedic genius. The hilarity soon 
reached new heights. Before I could even blink everyone 
was saying it: “C’est bon pour toi.” All of Notre Dame talk-
ed about L’Américaine once again. The phrase eventually 
evolved into c’est cool ta vie, your life is cool. This phrase 
turned into really one of the only positive rumors about me. 
Everyone in the entire school said it to each other all the 
time after that; it was my class’s inside joke. I first realized 
everyone knew about it when my little host brother Paul, 
who was in the middle school, came home and said he had 
heard about the whole thing.              
                                                                                                                    
There is no translation for the word “cool” in French so it’s 
just been an acceptable adjective in their language. It wasn’t 
always cool living in France and I definitely wasn’t cool to 
them. It’s easy to say that my life is cool because I got to live 
in some foreign country for a year but in all reality it was 
one of the most difficult things I’ve ever had to experience. 
No matter how much I tried to be them, the truth was I 
could never be them. My phrase was sarcasm at its finest: 
my French life was cool. 

-NA

The French Countryside of La Fléche
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OPINION

Flogged for a Blog
Reuven Pinnata

Our February issue can perhaps be considered one 
of our most controversial issues. Although we 
ended up not publishing the Charlie Hebdo im-

age, we managed to engage the student body in a passion-
ate, relevant discussion on a subject that mattered. We as 
staff members have been greatly impressed by the partic-
ipation the student body has shown, and we believe that 
you care about freedom of speech and are eager to protect 
it. Therefore, to ride on the crest of that wave, we think we 
should draw your attention to other cases where freedom of 
speech is endangered, such as this case of the Saudi Arabian 
blogger Raif Badawi. It is, after all, our duty as journalists 
to expose the truth.

Raif Badawi is the founder and editor of Free Saudi Lib-
erals, a website whose stated purpose is to facilitate discus-
sion on the role of religion in Saudi Arabia. His website’s 
first encounter with the Islamic legal system was in June 
2012 when he was charged for offending Islam through 
electronic means. As of the time of this article, his website 
seems to be still shut down as a Google search reveals no 
trace of it. His case was brought to court in December of 
the same year, where his charge heightened, with apostasy 
being added to the list. It is important to keep in mind that 
in Saudi Arabia, crimes such as apostasy and blasphemy are 
punishable by death.

Badawi’s crimes include vehemently criticizing what he 
calls “the Arab mentality of dictatorship and security” and 
exposing the suffocating consequences that such repression 
leads to. The Guardian’s Middle East editor Ian Black ana-

lyzes Badawi’s writings to shed light on what he really did 
that incensed the Saudi Arabian government in the first 
place. Badawi condemns the intellectual damage of such 
close-mindedness. “As soon as a thinker starts to reveal 
his ideas,” he writes, “you will find hundreds of fatwas that 
accused him of being an infidel just because he had the 
courage to discuss some sacred topics.” He also calls out 
the ignorance of a TV preacher who suggested punishing 
astronomers because they invited an attitude of skepticism 
towards sharia law. “I advise NASA to abandon its tele-
scopes and, instead, turn to our Sharia astronomers, whose 
keen vision and insight surpass the agency’s obsolete tele-
scopes,” he sarcastically remarks.

His writings also extend beyond criticizing the religious 
system of his own country. For example, in his only arti-
cle which was translated into English, he condemns the 
“chauvinist arrogance” of the Muslims who want to build 
a mosque on the Ground Zero of the 9/11 attacks. He en-
courages them to put themselves in the victims’ shoes and 
calls out the very hypocrisy of the thought: “Would we ac-
cept that a Christian or Jew assaults us in our own house 
and then build a church or synagogue in the same area of 
the attack?”

 As a solution, Badawi proposes that a state should embrace 
secularism. “Secularism respects everyone and does not of-
fend anyone,” he remarks. “[It] is the practical solution to 
lift countries (including ours) out of the third world and 
into the first world.”

The punishment imposed on Badawi, on the other hand, is 
staggering and hardly seems proportionate to his crimes: 
1,000 lashes, 10 years in prison, and a fine equivalent to 
$267,000. The floggings are to be distributed on a week-
ly basis, with 50 lashings each time administered with a 
cane. His punishment began on January 9 this year, but the 
next sessions have been postponed due to the conditions of 

Badawi himself. Unsurprisingly, his punishment has been 
condemned by human rights organization from all over the 
world such as Amnesty International and Human Rights 
Watch. 

Attempts have been made to persuade the Saudi Arabian 
government to, if not release Badawi, at least alleviate his 
punishment. The Washington Times released an editorial in 
February suggesting that we shame the government into 
canceling the punishment. The article points to the effort 
made by Robert George, a professor at Princeton Univer-
sity and a member of the United States Commission on 
International Religious Freedom, who convinced six oth-
er fellow commissioners to offer themselves as a stand-in 
for Badawi’s lashings. Katrina Lantos-Swett, president of 
the Lantos Foundation for Human Rights and Justice, has 
done the same, rallying five hundred people who are willing 
to take on Badawi’s punishment. 

Livewire, Amnesty International’s human rights blog, also 
suggests some ways people from all over the world can push 
the Saudi government into changing their verdict. Among 
them is pressuring embassies through social media, such as 
tweeting the Saudi embassy in the US (@SaudiEmbassy-
USA) or in the UK (@SaudiEmbassyUK). It also suggests 
contacting local human rights organizations who are plan-
ning to mobilize demonstrations at Saudi Arabian embas-
sies.   

So there you are: another case—I’m sure one among 
many—where the fundamental right of free speech is en-
dangered. If there is time to be angry, this is it. I believe 
all of us should be as passionate about this as we are when 
we confront other cases. Freedom is not freedom until each 
one of us is free.

-RP
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Passion for my Country
Angie Tamayo Montero

M

Soundtrack to 
Your Pacific Northwest
Reuven Pinnata

y journey began as a social justice advocate in a 
non-governmental organization named “Guagua,” 
which advocates human rights and supports vic-

tims of the political and social conflict in Colombia.

During my time with Guagua, I had the opportunity 
to work with many victims and communities that were 
affected by the conflict. They taught me how people’s 
nonviolent resistance can transform victims into politi-
cal subjects; it can create chains of solidarity and connect 
people around the world in the fight for social justice.

One of the communities from which I learned the most 
was the community of Trujillo. The residents of this small, 
rural, coffee region created an association called Victims’ 
Relatives of the Trujillo’s Slaughter with the purpose of 
asking the government to deliver justice for the 342 vic-
tims abducted, tortured, and killed by paramilitary groups 
complicit with the government of Colombia. Even 
though Trujillo was located three hours away from my 
city, I traveled there one or two times per month over the 
course of four years. Every time I met with the victims 
there was a new life lesson to learn. They taught me to be 
brave. Despite the fact they continue living in a very hos-
tile context due to the presence of paramilitary groups, 
during these 25 years after the massacre, they have kept 
fighting for their rights as victims and the respect of life.

At that time, I had graduated from high school and was 
the youngest person in the NGO. But, that didn’t stop 
me from being a full member of the group. The team 
was small, and there was a lot of work to do. For this 
reason, everybody in the team performed different roles 
and jobs, regardless of whether or not we had the knowl-
edge of how to do it. Our political commitment, plus the 
passion and love we had to do our job somehow helped 
us to achieve many goals. Without noticing, I became a 
researcher, a psychologist, an artist, a teacher, a leader, a 
writer, a speaker, a human rights defender, and a political 
and social subject. I became a multitasking woman doing 
different roles, and even though I did not have much free 
time, I was very happy because I was learning and helping 
other people.

Many of my responsibilities were related to research. The 
organization was part of the Human Rights Database 
National Network, so one of my responsibilities was to 
collect the regional cases of human right violations for 
the Research Center and Popular Education Database. 
To do this job, I participated in workshops with the na-
tional network and the NGO to enhance and optimize 
my performance in the fieldwork.

Furthermore, we were building a memory gallery which 
was a type of museum focused on human rights viola-
tions and crimes against humanity. We believed that 
memory was a significant tool to raise social awareness 
about the internal conflict in Colombia, tell the truth, 
and ask for social justice. For this project called Memory 
Gallery Tiberio Fernandez, I did research, synthesized 
information, and designed exhibitions with the team. Art 
was a fundamental part of our exhibitions, we enjoyed 
using our imagination and creativity to develop all kinds 

of tools that helped us share the dreams of the victims 
and denounced the crimes. By working in this project I 
was exposed to a whole new perspective about the po-
litical history of my country and other countries, mainly 
from Latin America. By working in this project I started 
developing one of my biggest strengths: critical thinking.

I was also a psychosocial companion for the families of 
the victims. This was one of the responsibilities I enjoyed 
the most. Far beyond of our work memorializing crimes 
against humanity, we had a moral responsibility with the 
people that were still alive, the victims’ relatives. For this 
reason, we provided emotional support to the victims’ 
families and the communities with which we were work-
ing.

I vividly remember the psychosocial and art workshops 
with the group of children displaced from the south of 
the country. They arrived to my city with their families 
trying to escape the socio-political violence in their re-
gions. In these workshops, I met Saide, a 5-year-old Af-
ro-Colombian child and the youngest among 7 siblings. 
Even though she was one of the smallest participants in 
the workshop, her contributions were huge. Saide, the girl 
with big eyes and shy smile, was aware that she and her 
family had to leave their land to save their lives from the 
war.

While giving these workshops, I realized that human 
rights violations not only affected direct victims, but also 
their closer circle including family and friends. I com-
prehended that victims´ behaviors were highly influenced 

by society and government indifference, that not all the 
healing process was in the hands of the victims, and that 
the footprint of war could cause a huge psychosocial im-
pact to the whole society. Saide was one of the seeds that 
ignited a passion in me to study psychology and go deep-
er into the human mystery of healing to help the victims.

Most of my knowledge comes from the popular [1] social 
class. My professors have been the victims, the commu-
nities and the people who advocate for social justice. My 
books have been the testimonies and the voices of the 
victims. My laboratory has been the community work in 
the mountains and the streets of different Colombian cit-
ies and towns. My math classes have been about counting 
victims of the political and social conflict.
 
From my experience with State victims and their relatives, 
I have learned that the human brain has great power for 
malleability and plasticity to heal from traumatic events, 
through acts of resistance that lead to the development 
of political subjects, socially aware of the different sys-
tems of oppression. Because I come from a country where 
more than five million people were displaced by social 
and political conflict and where more than ninety thou-
sand people have disappeared and thousands more have 
been victimized by state-sponsored violence, I chose to 
focus my life and my academic experience in psychology 
to be an advocate for human rights, social justice, and the 
empowerment of oppressed people. 

-ATM

S eattle’s music scene was home for legendary musicians such as Kurt Cobain and Jimi Hendrix; its alternative, coun-
tercultural style is already well-known. But many great aspects of this city have gone unsung, in my opinion. When I 

think of Seattle, I think of its proximity to just any beautiful landscape you can dream of; for instance, the seductively hazy 
glimpse of Mount Rainier you gaze at longingly as you drive by on I-5. This is where we who live in the Pacific Northwest 
have a greater opportunity to identify with the music of Jean Sibelius. His music can be likened to a grand, eloquent bil-
let-doux to the natural landscape of his home country, Finland. And the best of its natural landscape is similar to ours—the 
majestic mountain ranges, the lush evergreen forests, the scintillating open waters.

It is extremely fortunate for us then that the Seattle Symphony, under the baton of Principal Guest Conductor Thomas 
Dausgaard, is holding a three-week festival this March to celebrate Sibelius’ musical legacy. It will mainly consist of his 
seven symphonies but will also include his other works as well. Whether you’re planning on attending or just mildly curious, 
this guide is just for you.
 
Week 1
Finlandia, Op. 26, No. 7 (March 12 & 14)
What better way to start than with the piece which was allegedly so politically dangerous that its title had to be changed 
under the censorship of the Russian Empire? The piece begins slowly with brooding horns and timpani, creating the im-
pression of a coming storm, and then bursts forth into an invigorating, heroic march. Perhaps the most famous part is its 
hymn-like middle section, which later was adapted into one of Finland’s most important national songs.
 Symphony No. 1 in E minor, Op. 39 (March 12 & 14)  
Sibelius began his symphonic journey with the traditional Romantic idiom. The first movement recalls a picture of mon-
umental struggle—I always think of scaling a mountain every time I hear its main theme—only to be met with the 
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In Support of Municipal Broadband
STUDENT SUBMISSIONS

Asa Kowals-Rose

ecause Comcast. This is perhaps the easiest and best ar-
gument in favor of municipal broadband in the City of 

Seattle. In recent years, this topic has been discussed as sort 
of a background issue in local politics, but will no doubt be a 
major point of debate in the upcoming city council elections. 
During his time in office, Mayor McGinn was a strong ad-
vocate for publicly funded Internet, and took significant steps 
toward making municipal broadband a reality in Seattle. After 
Mayor Murray took office, however, any broadband initiatives 
that were not already underway were shelved, and Murray’s 
term so far has been focused on issues like housing afford-
ability and the minimum wage increase. It should be noted 
that Comcast was a major donor to both Murray’s campaign, 
and some pro-Murray groups in 2013, though the company 
has stated that their donations were not related to concerns 
over municipal broadband. I don’t know about you, but when 
Comcast says that their donations weren’t motivated by the 
fact that municipal broadband would make them lose cus-
tomers faster than a barber with lice, I believe them. Not.

With opponents like Comcast, supporters of municipal 
broadband are lucky to have some powerful allies. Their most 
powerful is President Obama, who has said that Internet ac-
cess is as important as fire was millennia ago. He’s right. Hav-
ing access is essential for activities ranging from seeking out 
health care to finding a job. As this paper’s readers know, pro-
fessors frequently expect students to access online materials. 
It is critical that something as vitally necessary as the Internet 
be universally available. This seems to be a point of agree-
ment among those on both sides of the municipal broadband 
debate. The disagreement surrounds the method by which to 
deliver Internet access. The choice seems to be complete reli-
ance on the private sector, our current method; some sort of 
public-private partnership; or the pursuit of taxpayer-fund-
ed municipal broadband, which would compete with private 
communications companies like Comcast and Century Link. 
I support the third option, because, as I stated at the begin-

ning of this piece, Comcast. By this, I mean my lack of faith in 
the private sector’s ability to affordably and effectively provide 
essential services to whole populations. Comcast is just easier 
to say.

I frame the debate over municipal broadband the same way 
I frame the debate over health care in America- as a refer-
endum on the private sector. One progressive talking point 
to which I subscribe is that capitalism is incompatible with 
essential services. I’ve been a card-carrying socialist since I 
was fourteen, so I have stronger views on capitalism than this, 
but those are for another piece. The reason that I consider 
capitalism incompatible with delivery of essential services, 
like health care or Internet, is that consumers must either ac-
cept bad deals, or face consequences. With health care, this 
manifests as people going bankrupt to pay medical expens-
es, or not paying, and suffering potentially fatal health con-
sequences. Though not a life-or-death issue like health care, 
private control of Internet access has given Seattle consumers 
two bad options. They can either pay through the nose for 
unsatisfactory Internet service, or they have to rely on public 
sources of Internet, like libraries. This problem is exacerbated 
by the shortage of Internet providers in Seattle, since the lack 
of competition gives businesses no incentive to lower prices 
or improve service.

I personally have experienced the first of these options, albeit 
under the best of circumstances. I live in a financially secure 
household, so the money hasn’t been an issue, and we would 
possibly be willing to pay more for better service, if it were 
available. Our Internet provider- let’s call them ‘Fomcast’- 
has had recurring reliability issues, often requiring a great deal 
of time and frustration to fix.

As I stated, this was under the best circumstances. If we were 
not as well off, our only options would be even less reliable 
service. Things would be even worse if, like one-in-five Seattle 

residents, we had no Internet access at all. If this were the 
case, I would find it extremely difficult to keep up with my 
coursework, as I would have to rely on sources of Internet 
outside my home. When this is considered, Internet access 
becomes a social justice issue.

The worst served areas in the cities are also the poorest, and 
tend to be communities of color. Considering its importance 
to education, the Internet is a tool of economic empower-
ment, and the lack of access in certain communities is ex-
acerbating social and racial inequality. These conditions are 
the result of private control of Internet access, and something 
needs to be done to address them. I believe that the solution is 
to create taxpayer-funded infrastructure for affordable high-
speed Internet.

open-field serenity of the second. The third movement is a 
strong scherzo, and the fourth returns to the atmosphere of 
the first, alternating between stormy and solemn passages, 
exiting finally with the flourish of tragic grandeur that is the 
unmistakable stamp of a Romantic symphony.
 
Symphony No. 2 in D major, Op. 43 (March 12 – 14)
In this symphony, Sibelius’ gift for musical interconnected-
ness became evident. The calm three-note motif with which 
it opens later becomes the heroic statement of the last 
movement. The first movement starts with a pastoral picture 
of an idyll, not unlike a mythological forest, but before long 
a harsher second theme thrusts in, setting up the narrative 
of struggle of the whole symphony. Just like Finlandia, this 
symphony was taken up by the Finnish people as a symbol 
for their battle towards independence.
 
String Quartet in D minor, “Voces intimae” / Sonatina in 
E major for Violin and Piano, Op. 80 / Piano Quintet in G 
minor, J. 159 (March 15)
 
Sibelius’ chamber works are often overshadowed by his 
large-scale works, which means that this is quite a rare op-
portunity to hear a selection of his smaller compositions. 
The string quartet itself sounds unmistakably Sibelian, with 
all of its trademark elegiac austerity and emotional turbu-
lence. -RP
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Go Set a 
Businessman
Reuven Pinnata

f you only write a few things, you’re doomed,” wrote 
the great science-fiction writer Ray Bradbury. The 
strongest exception to that may be Harper Lee, 

whose sole literary brainchild has carved her a spot in the 
pantheon of the American literary canon. For five decades, 
the reading world thought that they had to be satisfied only 
with To Kill a Mockingbird, but now, with the imminent 
publication of Go Set a Watchman, we are getting another 
glimpse of the future life of the Finches. This should have 
been sufficient to set the literary world ablaze, but recently, 
along with the buzz and the brouhaha, controversy has also 
been rising. Some people think that Lee has merely been 
tricked into consenting to its publication, that it is instead 
just the greatest literary dupery of the century.
 
The first hint of suspicion came along when it was pointed 
out that Lee’s sister Alice, who had also been her lawyer, 
had only passed away for two and a half months before the 
release of Watchman was announced. It also became more 
suspicious since Alice was actually famous for fiercely de-
fending her reclusive sister from the public eye. Lee herself 
has in many cases shown contempt towards the exploitation 

of her fame. She went so far as to stop signing books for 
local stores when she found out that they were sold on eBay; 
she also had a legal fight with the Monroe County Heritage 
Museum, located in her South Alabama hometown, who 
sold Mockingbird-themed merchandise.
 
The heart of the controversy lies in the differing testaments 
from Lee’s close circle of friends. One vocal piece of evi-
dence claiming that Watchman is being published against her 
will comes from Reverend Thomas Lane Butts, Lee’s close 
friend and Methodist minister. In an article titled “To Steal 
a Mockingbird?” published by Vanity Fair, Butts is quoted as 
saying, with regards to the 88-year-old author, “She is para-
lyzed on the left side, profoundly deaf, 95 percent blind, and 
has very poor memory.” Sue Sellers, a Monroeville resident 
and Lee’s friend for 48 years, has also claimed that Lee has 
always been reserved about publishing a second book. Tonja 
Carter, Lee’s current lawyer who replaced Alice when she 
retired, also admits that Lee sometimes does not know what 
she signs.
 
On the other hand, some of her closest friends have claimed 
that Lee is not in any way duped. The author herself has re-
leased a statement through her lawyer Tonja Carter, saying, 
“I’m alive and kicking and happy as hell with the reactions 
to Watchman.” Carter also states that Lee is “extremely hurt 
and humiliated” by the skepticism. Wayne Flynt, historian 
and close friend of the author, recounts their meeting, one 
day prior to the publication announcement. Flynt is op-
posed to the patronizing attitude people have adopted to-
wards her ability to give consent: “This narrative of senility, 

exploitation of this helpless little old lady is just hogwash. 
It’s just complete bunk.”
 
Some arguments have also been formulated to defend the 
publication of the book. Jonathan Sturgeon from Flavor-
wire argues that Lee’s timing might actually be intentional. 
Sturgeon looks at the history of the publication of Mock-
ingbird and speculates that it was Watchman which Lee had 
intended to publish first. He cites Charles J. Shields’ unau-
thorized biography, Mockingbird: A Portrait of Harper Lee, 
where it is mentioned that Lee had actually started writing 
Watchman first before editors and agents advised her to set 
it aside. Thus, that Lee wants to publish it right now is very 
reasonable. Another compelling reason is the racial tension 
that has been sweeping over the country recently. To Kill a 
Mockingbird has been widely influential in shaping its read-
ers’ perspective on race, and with the shameful trail of racial 
injustices which the past several  months have left, Go Set 
a Watchman might provide the sobering dose of common 
sense that our country needs.
 
Either way, this is not the first time this has happened in the 
history of publishing. The most famous example is perhaps 
the German author Franz Kafka, who instructed his literary 
executor Max Brod to burn all of his manuscripts after he 
died. Brod’s noncompliance helped see the light of day mas-
terpieces like The Castle and The Trial—perhaps something 
more than legal considerations is at stake here. Whatever 
real reasons lie behind the publication of Go Set a Watchman, 
it cannot but enrich the literary world. 
-RP

Down with Downton
A promising start to Downton Abbey, 
Season Five
Marisa Yamasaki

the other children, little Sibby and George, 
they formally greet their parents once a day 
in true aristocratic style. 

Daisy enters the world of academia, taking 
lessons from Branson’s schoolteacher friend, 
Sarah Bunting.  Bunting says of numbers, 
“Don’t see figures as the enemy… Try to look 
at them as friends,” something we should all 
keep in mind when studying math. 

No character is neglected, and everyone 
has new experiences this season.  Violet’s 
deadpan butler, Spratt, is stirring up trou-
ble again.  Violet and Isobel remain at log-
gerheads, trading jabs behind tight smiles.  
Lord Grantham fears the world is mod-
ernizing around him, while Branson feels 
trapped in the customs of the past.  Rose is 
taking a break from speakeasies and forbid-
den love, at least for the present. 

There are many ways Season Five could be 
better.  The cast seems to be shrinking; lots 
of characters have left the show, and few 
have replaced them.  Downstairs somehow 
isn’t as interesting without O’Brien and her 
bangs.  The plot is often repetitive; there are 
countless scenes of Lord Grantham, Mary, 
and Branson standing in a field and discuss-
ing the estate. 

But if you’re a real Downton fan, you hardly 
need a glowing review: love for the charac-
ters alone will keep you coming back to the 
“big house.” 

-MY

ou’ll find there’s never a dull mo-
ment in this house,” says Lady 
Violet of Downton Abbey.  So 

true, and now the award-winning series is 
back for a fifth season. 

It’s 1924, and the Crawleys and their ser-
vants are still facing struggles and triumphs 
within the walls of the great manor house.  
But after a tedious fourth season, what lies 
ahead for Downton?  Season Five certainly 
has started well, but we will have to keep on 
watching to see if the spark is back.

Be warned, this review contains spoilers 
from the first four seasons, as well as a few 
teasers from Season Five.  But if you haven’t 
gotten into Downton Abbey yet, what are 
you waiting for?  The show revolutionized 
period drama with an infectious combina-
tion of history and soap opera, lovable he-
roes and loath-able villains.  Stop reading 
and start watching!

Done that?  Good.  Now it’s time to discuss 
the future of Downton.

After Season Three, things began to go 
downhill.  The death of Matthew Crawley 
in the last milliseconds of the finale suggest-
ed that nothing would be the same again.  

Sure enough, Season Four was a disappoint-
ment at best.  The plot dragged; the dialogue 
was repetitive.  The acting was as fabulous 
as ever, but it wasn’t the same show of two 
years earlier. 

Luckily, Season Five is off to a better start.  
The series seems to have realized it is no 
longer a smash hit; it is more subdued, and 
less daring.  Yet it has aged gracefully, no 
longer sacrificing plausibility for the sake of 
flashiness.

Situational irony – one of the show’s best 
features – is as strong as it used to be.  Char-
acters eavesdrop behind closed doors, walk 
in on private conversations, and never tell 
anyone the whole story. 

Also back are the zingers, quotable quips 
from both upstairs and downstairs, but 
mostly from Lady Violet.  “Nothing is sim-
pler than avoiding people you don’t like,” 
she says in Episode One.  “Avoiding one’s 
friends is the real test.”

The story still rotates around Lady Mary’s 
love life, which captures much more of her 
attention than does her son.  Yet her unfor-
tunate suitor Lord Tony Gillingham hardly 
has a character trait to his name.  He follows 

Mary around, paying her compliments and 
smiling vaguely; what could Mary possibly 
find interesting about him? Yet she says 
haughtily, and so accurately, “Tony, I do love 
you, you know.  In my cold and unfeeling 
way.”

There’s also a lot of Thomas this season, 
and it’s the conniving, bullying, self-pitying 
Thomas we love to despise, rather than the 
predictable cardboard cutout of the previ-
ous season.  Once again, he manages to get 
himself fired and un-fired in the course of a 
single evening.

Baxter’s secret is finally out, and it leaves 
even Molesley puzzling over her integrity.  
Back in the glory days of Season One, I’d 
never have imagined that Molesley would 
be one of the strongest characters.  But he 
really shines this season, goofy as ever, yet 
brave in his defense of Baxter.  The chemis-
try between these two is adorable, and I look 
forward to seeing how their relationship de-
velops.

Fans of Bates might be disappointed, for he 
hangs in the background in the beginning 
of the season.  Yet a storm is brewing, as he 
seems to be connected to a murder for the 
second time.  Will his suit and bowler hat 
be replaced by a prison uniform?  He doesn’t 
seem too worried, but Anna is looking grim. 

Poor Edith is as beleaguered as usual, 
this time struggling to find a way to raise 
her daughter.  Maybe she should just tell 
her family about the baby.  They might be 
shocked, but it certainly isn’t the biggest 
scandal that’s ever rocked Downton!  As for 

“Y
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Opportunity at Sea 
Seattle Maritime Academy prepares students for shipboard careers
Marisa Yamasaki

ith just 34 current students and a four-classroom 
campus, the Seattle Maritime Academy (SMA) is 

easy to overlook. Yet this division of Seattle Central College 
provides a clear pathway to employment and success, that is 
not to be missed by anyone interested in a maritime industry 
career. 

The SMA’s comprehensive program in Marine Engineer-
ing Technology prepares students for work in a demand-
ing field. Students learn vessel operation, maintenance, and 
safety through a combination of classroom study and hands-
on training. Upon completing the one-year program, stu-
dents are eligible for certification as Qualified Members of 
the Engine Department by the Coast Guard. 

The SMA student body is divided into two cohorts, making 
for an even more personal experience. While the SMA does 
not have much gender diversity (only two of the current 
students are women), a variety of ages and backgrounds are 
represented. 

Marine Engineering student Philip Clayton was drawn to 
the SMA by great opportunities in the field. He explained 
that his mother told him about the SMA, which she had 
discovered at a job fair. “She said, starting off, you can make 
around sixty to eighty thousand dollars. Of course, I didn’t 
believe her; I said, no, that’s insane, that’s incredible. This is 
just a phenomenal opportunity, and I’m not going to pass 
this up,” Clayton said. “It’s a great program, and I’m glad I 
signed up.”

The maritime industry certainly does have excellent career 
prospects. According to the SMA website, “graduates of 
SMA’s … Marine Engineering Technology Programs enjoy 
a high rate of success in finding employment.” Additionally, 
students connect with employers through a 30-90 day in-
ternship during their fourth quarter. 

Craig Bailey, a Port Captain, showed me around the cam-
pus. Bailey has been a staff member at the SMA for a year. 
“My job is to keep the vessels running,” he described, “both 
administratively and physically.”

The SMA campus, located beside the Lake Washington 
Ship Canal at 4455 Shilshole Avenue NW, consists of a 
main building and three training vessels. Bailey gave me a 
tour of the T/V Maritime Instructor, a former Coast Guard 
cutter now used for education. Students bring the T/V Mar-
itime Instructor out on supervised trips, taking turns work-
ing in different areas of the vessel. “Typically we’re running 
about 20 people a time,” said Bailey, as we climbed into the 
wheelhouse. “The students handle everything. You’ll have a 
student at the helm, and the chief mate is designated for 
the day. The helmsperson rotates out every two hours; the 
handover is really important.” 

Down a steep staircase, the engine room, fitted with two 
engines and generators, was warm despite the chilly weather. 
However, Bailey explains that it reaches much higher tem-
peratures when the vessel is moving. “It gets hot, and it’s 
loud,” he said. Since the students are learning to be engi-
neers, he explained, “They spend most of their time down in 
the engine room.”

Safety is prioritized in instruction at the SMA. “They have 

to do a drill once a week, fire and abandon ship,” Bailey said. 
“Sometimes fire drills get very complicated, and they’ll be 
putting on breathing apparatuses and they’ll get the fire 
hoses out.”

Beside the T/V Maritime Instructor, the silhouette of the E. 
L. Bartlett training vessel loomed against the sky. According 
to the SMA website, the E. L. Bartlett is a former Alaska 
state passenger ferry that was donated to the SMA in 2008. 
The SMA also owns the OSV BOLD, a research vessel with 
a history in the United States Navy and the Environmental 
Protection Agency. 

Changes are in store for the SMA in the near future. The 
school is preparing for a large expansion, with the construc-
tion of a new building containing six classrooms and a lab 
space. “We will increase our class size tremendously when 
that comes in,” Bailey said. “We’re very excited.” He added 
that the building is due to be completed in late 2015 or early 
2016.

The SMA also has a new director, Captain Matthew von 
Ruden. “I’m from the maritime industry,” von Ruden ex-
plained, “and I’m looking forward to growing the [SMA] to 
meet the needs of the industry and get the students jobs.” 

The SMA hopes to reintroduce the Marine Deck Technolo-
gy program, which was discontinued due to difficulty coor-
dinating internships. With enhanced facilities and a larger 
student body, the SMA will continue to thrive in the future.
The SMA may be outwardly inconspicuous, but it offers a 
route to success: a one-year program, Coast Guard certifica-
tion, and internships in a prospering field. 

For more information about the SMA and Marine Engi-
neering Technology, visit http://seattlecentral.edu/mari-
time/index.php.
-MY

W
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SO HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN AT SEATTLE CENTRAL? 
“I’ve been at Central for 2 quarters.”

WHAT KIND OF MUSIC DO YOU LIKE? ”I like indie rock. I like psy-
chedelic too. I like MGMT, Dr. Dog, a little bit of everything. Mac 
DeMarco too, I’ve listened to like every one of his songs. It’s kinda 
like the more you listen to him the more you get addicted. It feels 
like smoking cigarettes… it’s like a drug.”

SO I HEARD THAT YOUR BAND, ANIMALS IN THE ATTIC, WON SEATTLE 
U’S BATTLE OF THE BANDS? “Yeah we won first place earlier in Feb-
ruary. And we’re in the top 100 to compete for Ernie Ball Battle of 
the Bands in Austin, Texas.”

SO WHERE DID YOU MEET THE OTHER MEMBERS OF YOUR BAND? 
“The Guitarist we met here in Seattle and then me and the rest of 
the members met in high school in my hometown in Sacramento. 
The three of us were just in the same friend group and everything.”

WHAT DO YOU GUYS WRITE ABOUT? “Just whatever is going on like 
heartbreak, breaking someone else’s heart, just whatever. We have 
this song Abby Normal and my whole inspiration for that song is 
that I was just feeling very abnormal and then I was talking with 
my friend talking about what is normal?”

THIS MONTH IN HISTORY

ASK KELSEY, 
YOUR DRUNK BEST FRIEND

IN 44 BC, Julius Caesar got assassinated.
IN 1807, Slavery is abolished in Great Britain and Ireland.
IN 1857, 100,000 people die in an earthquake in Tokyo, Japan.
IN 1867, Alaska is purchased for $7.2M from the Russian Em-
pire.
IN 1879, Albert Einstein, the physicist, was born in Germany.

IN 1884, Susan B. Anthony asks Congress for an amendment 
allowing women the right to vote.
IN 1889, The Eiffel Tower is inaugurated.
IN 1899, Mount Rainier national park is established.
IN 1906, Susan B. Anthony, American women’s suffrage activist, 
dies.

IN 1931, The Star Spangled Banner becomes the US National 
Anthem.
IN 1933, Adolf Hitler becomes the dictator of Germany.
IN 1961, The Peace Corps is established.
IN 2003, The invasion of Iraq begins.

mixtape by Tommy R. Kelly

BY NICOLE ACOSTA

SPENCER RAKELA
MR. MARCH

     1) “Fancy Clown” – Madvillain 2) “Shallow” – Beach Fossils 

          3) “Ode to Viceroy” – Mac Demarco 4) “My Girls” - Animal Collective 

     5) [Everything by R Kelly]

@SCENTRALCIRCUIT

CHECK OUT HIS 
BAND HERE 

DEAR KELSEY,
I don’t like my instructor. He always clicks his pen when he 
talks during lecture. He makes it so hard to focus on what he’s 
actually trying to say. What should I do? – A

DEAR EASY A,
What you should do is break into your professor’s office, and 
steal all of his pens. You should then give him pencils as a gift so 
you can become his favorite student.

DEAR KELSEY,
My boyfriend broke up with me on Valentine’s Day. The same 
day I got messed up, went to a bar, and hooked up with his 
brother who happened to answer the phone when I called him. 
I don’t know what to do, Kelsey! – V

DEAR MISS V,
You should just go along with it and pretend that you had no 
idea it was his brother. 

DEAR KELSEY,
My cat keeps peeing on my roommate’s bed. She’s peed on her 
stuff at least 10 times. We tried everything. We closed the door, 
but the cat managed to open it. We sprayed cat-repellant on it 
and spread sliced lemons on it but it still didn’t work. The cat 
just wouldn’t give up. Help me, Kels! – Milana

DEAR MILEEZY,
Eat the pussycat.

TWEET/EMAIL KELSEY YOUR
QUESTIONS TO @SCENTRALCIRCUIT
OR studentsubmissions@seattlecentralcircuit.com


