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ell, the Circuit is back, alive and kicking. Despite this 
college’s less-than-supportive history with student 
press, so far we have survived the rebirth of journal-

ism at Seattle Central.

If you’ve been reading any of our past issues, you’ll know that we 
are big on conveying the dangers of complacency. And you might 
be (probably are) sick of it. “Who do these people think they are 
to tell me what to prioritize?” We know that people have a lot go-
ing on, and we don’t control you, nor should anyone. As we’ve said 
in the past, student and individual agency is paramount.

I really do wish I could assure you that the society’s ills could be 
solved with collective wishful thinking.

But warm, fuzzy thoughts won’t stop racism, the rapid gentrifica-
tion of Seattle, the acidification of our oceans, or slut shaming and 
street harassment. Developers won’t willingly stop turning this 
city into a playground for the rich and suddenly start building 
affordable housing, nor will Washington’s 1% voluntarily welcome 
higher taxes to pay for public services. After all, by some people’s 
twisted logic, we all pull ourselves up by our own bootstraps, right?

You should be livid, and cause to be so can be found all around. 
Be it the fact that 17,728 children in King County live in poverty, 
or that some people are forced to take out debt-inducing loans 
to study at community college: the supposed catch-all, low-cost, 
alternative route to getting a higher education, a phenomenon 

W which is as sickeningly absurd as it is immoral. 

So what should you do about it? We’ll tell you again. Get involved. 
Now. Research the issues you care about, get in contact with local 
activist and advocacy groups, and organize with your peers. You 
aren’t getting any younger, rent spikes are showing no signs of 
abating, and most of us certainly aren’t getting any richer. We have 
an obligation to act. And while we will not get instant results, it 
will still be the right thing to do. 

Then again, it was the people who were mad enough to think they 
actually could change things that ended up doing just that. Hope-
fully you’re that kind of crazy. 

In this issue we not only attempt to shine the spotlight on some 
of the heinous flaws in Washington’s highly regressive [i.e dispro-
portionately burdening the lower-class] tax structure (p. 16), but 
also give readers insight into the current state of King County 
Metro bus cuts (p. 5), Seattle’s new Indigenous People’s Day (p. 
8), SCC classified staff pay equity issues (p. 9), Indonesia’s recent 
presidential election (p. 23), the role of independent media in the 
Ferguson protests (p. 21), and more.

We can’t make you care. All we can do is pass on information and 
hope that you take it to heart. So if we over at the Central Circuit 
sound like we’re beating a dead horse, it’s probably because we 
think the horse isn’t dead yet.  -JK

Josh Kelety,     Editor in Chief
Reuven Pinnata,     Arts & Entertainment Editor
Mohamed Adan,                       News & Opinion Editor
Monet Harris,                                               Staff Writer
Jackson Quall,                                               Staff Writer
Marisa Yamasaki,                                          Staff Writer

Anggie Tamayo,                                            Staff Writer
Oscar Stephens-Willis,                                 Staff Writer
Savannah Kennedy,                                       Staff Writer
Giuseppe Donadio,                              Graphic Designer
Christina Nguyen,                           Contributing Writer
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Savannah Kennedy

Remembering Bruce
Seattle Central Says Goodbye to Beloved Faculty
April 15, 1954 - October 08, 2014

ruce McKenna, beloved English 
professor at Seattle Central Col-
lege, passed away on October 8th, 

2014 at the age of 60. 
Bruce was diagnosed with Multiple My-

eloma, a cancer of plasma cells in Decem-
ber 2010.  After receiving the diagnosis, 
Bruce began radiation and chemotherapy 
treatment. Many, when faced with such a 
devastating battle, might lose their 
lust for life. However, the horrible 
news couldn’t diminish his sense of 
awe and wonder. He continued his 
quest and desire to educate anyone 
who was enthusiastic to learn.

Bruce was raised in Boston, Mas-
sachusetts. Following his early edu-
cation, he began his studies at Yale. 
Bruce is remembered for his inquisi-
tive mind, quick wit, and of course 
his passion for basketball. He played 
on Yale’s basketball team during his 
college years; and a quick survey of 
his office would reveal basketball ac-
colades next to the stacks of reading 
material for the week. 

After receiving his BA at Yale, 
Bruce accepted a job with WGBH, 
a widely known public television station 
based in Boston. It was here that he was 
introduced to his co-worker (and wife to 
be) Janice Gomes. The two were married 
on August 21, 1983 in Pawtucket, Rhode 
Island.

Shortly before their marriage Bruce de-
cided to leave the station, and further his 
education by attending Brandeis Univer-
sity. In 1988 Bruce earned his Doctorate 
in English and American Literature and 
formed the foundation on which he taught 

many of his English and film classes.  
Bruce was employed by distinguished 

colleges such as Brandeis and MIT as a 
part-time teacher. In 1993, he and Janice 
moved to Sacramento so that Bruce could 
accept a full time position at National 
University. It was there Bruce discovered 
his true passion for teaching. He appreci-
ated teaching students who cherished and 

yearned for a quality education and re-
spected those who put time and effort into 
learning.

In 2000, a job opportunity opened for 
Janice, and the couple moved to Seattle. 
Bruce spent the next four years on the fac-
ulty of Cascadia College and finally found 
his home when he was hired as a professor 
at Seattle Central College in 2004. 

Throughout the next ten years, he cul-
tivated teaching the intricacies of writing 
and film at Seattle Central College. He 
sought to interest and inspire students with 

a diverse array of literature.  Always willing 
to engage a debate, he encouraged students 
to ask  ‘why?’ insuring deep understanding. 
He often met students in his office with a 
smile and a passion for ‘making it work.’ 

His enthusiasm and vibrancy were a 
catalyst in the classroom. He was also 
Co-President of the Faculty Senate and 
Department Coordinator. When time per-

mitted, he could be found working on 
additional school committees, listen-
ing to his collection of Jazz music, and 
discussing the upcoming basketball 
season with faculty and students alike. 
Bruce experienced life with a brilliant 
mind and a compassionate heart. 

Bruce is remembered as a fighter. 
One colleague, English professor Ste-
ven Woods, stated,  “What you see is 
what you get with Bruce. He was the 
embodiment of what it means to be 
professional. I never heard him com-
plain.” 

Currently, Leonard Rifas and Fred 
Nollan have taken over Bruce’s Film 
and English classes. But students and 
staff are still connecting with their be-

loved teacher by adding notes, poetry, and 
pictures to Bruces’ office door. There is talk 
of a possible campus memorial which may 
be added at a later date to honor Bruce’s 
memory. Faculty suggested it be something 
“alive, with spirit.” 

Bruce thrived on  positive energy and 
endeavored to create that same environ-
ment inside of his classroom. Described by 
students repeatedly as “a wonderful man, 
full of life and expression,” Bruce carried 
on with courage and no doubt would ask 
the same of those left behind.  -SK

B
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Crime Blotter
Campus Public Safety Log for September & October

HARASSMENTS
9/24/14: Three international students, 

one who is 16 years old, claim they were 
sexually harassed, threatened, stalked, and 
forced out of their residence by their land-
lord who is currently registered as a Seattle 
Central College student. Sexual harass-
ment SPD detective is investigating.

THEFT 
9/17/14: Victim reports the theft of her 

bicycle tire outside of the Siegal Center on 
Harvard Avenue.

9/26/14: Student reported that three 
credit cards were stolen from her book 
bag on the second floor of the Broadway 
Edison building. Student stated she was 
really tired and fell asleep while studying 
and thinks this is when the items were sto-
len. Stated items were in her wallet inside 
of her book bag, so the perp would have 
to have gone through her bag. Suspect at-
tempted to use card at Renton Walmart on 
a purchase totaling $4000.00 

9/26/14: Victim reported the theft of her 

laptop. Victim was sitting in South side of 
library. Left study area to speak to someone 
on phone and left her laptop and personal 
items unattended. When victim returned 
to study area few minutes later, she discov-
ered her computer missing. 

10/6/14: Student reported that his back-
pack was stolen while in class. He stated 
that his instructor asked him to switch 
places while participating in class assign-
ment, leaving his backpack on the floor 
next to his original seat. When he returned, 
he found it missing.

10/07/14: A male non-student was 
caught taking tools from the bathroom 
construction site on the 1st floor of BE. 
Construction crew foreman Cummings 
says he discovered the man sleeping in-
side restroom. The foreman noticed some 
of his job site tools were visible inside the 
mans unzipped backpack. The tools were 
returned but he’s unsure if anything else 
was missing at the time. The individual left 
before security arrived.

The wheels on some of the buses
 won’t go round and round
King County Metro Cuts Numerous Routes, 
Saves Others

Oscar Stephens - Willis

ave you noticed the bus cuts yet? 
It’s pretty inevitable. You’re go-
ing to or already have. What 

with 72 routes being unceremoniously 
eliminated and 84 more being altered in 
some way (that’s a total 73% of all routes), 
King County area is currently seeing a total 
of 400,000 annual hours stricken away.

 48% of reductions will be made to those 
services in peak periods and the facility to 
offer travel to an estimated 10.8 million 
people would cease. So far, 28 routes have 
already been removed from service with 
another 16 set to join them in the begin-
ning of next year. 

The 28 already axed routes were de-
cided on in relation to priority 1. The ser-
vice changes that will take place over 2015 
(February, June and September) will be 
made with the 2nd, 3rd and 4th priorities 
in mind.

However, there is a glimmer of hope. The 
next two rounds of cuts, scheduled to take 
place in the early months of next year, have, 
at least for the time being, been cancelled 
due to a substantial amount of projected 
sales tax revenue in addition to a reshuffle 
of reserve funds within the King County 
Metro budget. The Seattle Times reported 
that sales tax collections revenue for this 
year is estimated to be a solid 32 million 
dollars higher than originally predicted, as-
suming consumer spending keeps up.

With the proposed cuts for February be-
ing temporarily aborted (assuming the pro-
jected sales tax income materializes), some 
could be forgiven to think that eventually 
the already lost services shall return to the 
roads. Once the money comes in, there’s no 
reason they shouldn’t, right?

Not so. 
King County Metro is dousing dreams 

of possibly reinstating the first round of 
slashed service in September with the 
statement: “Per our service guidelines, 
probably not.”

Of course there is a bigger problem than 
the disruption of the commuting of Seattle 
residents at a time when ridership is in-
creasing. Beau Morton, Assistant Secretary 
for the Transit Rider Union points out that 
preventing the bus cuts might not be the 
total solution.

“While preventing these cuts is great,” 
said Morton “The County will do so by 
cutting in[to] Metro’s reserves, which is 
neither sound nor sustainable, and just 

H
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almost a third of Metro’s operating budget, but that tax was elimi-
nated thanks to Tim Eyman’s I-695,” said Morton. 

So what relevance does this have to you, the reader? How can 
you get involved, if at all?

Proposition 1 will provide funds to preserve the currently pro-
posed-to-be axed routes. The proposal suggests that funds could 
be located by “imposing an annual vehicle-license fee up to an 
additional $60 per vehicle, with a $20 rebate for low-income indi-
viduals, and an additional sales-and-use tax of no more than 0.1%. 
Each would expire no later than December 31, 2020. Combined, 

they would raise approximately 
$45,000,000 annually.”

The passing of Proposition 1 
could not only cease any imple-
mentation of the further cuts 
but also could bring in revenue 
to be used to bring back the 
Seattle-based routes that were 
canned in September.

But by the time you read 
this ballots will have already 
been sealed, mailed and cast. 
So hopefully Prop 1 will pass, 
and hopefully you voted to save 
the lovely green and yellow me-

chanical caterpillars that faithfully haul us around the city and 
beyond.  -OSW

kicks the issue down the road.”
 A common misconception with these cuts is that they stem 

from a lack of bus fares. Bus fares actually make up a minority 
towards funding the buses, so the idea that the cuts are caused 
by people cheating the farebox and not paying isn’t really correct.

The Metro transit system is actually funded by regressive (dis-
proportionately reliant on those with lower-income) sales tax, 
which incidentally is where the cuts originally stemmed from. As 
King County Metro states on their website: “Due to the inherent-
ly unstable and variable nature of that funding source, the amount 
of operating funds available 
from that source varies with the 
health of the economy.”

In short, the 2008 recession 
wrecked Washington consumer 
spending, reducing overall sales 
tax collections, and forcing 
austerity measures for public 
services such as King County 
Metro which depend primarily 
on that revenue.

“The cuts are taking place 
because Metro is forced to rely 
almost entirely on the volatile, 
regressive sales tax, and sales tax 
revenues have been way down since 2008 when the recession be-
gan. Until 2000 Metro had more stable state-level funding from 
a .3% motor vehicle excise tax (MVET). The MVET provided 

hey’re finally here! And they’re lime green and splat-
tered with Alaska Airlines advertising! We all have a 
brand new way to get from point A to point B. Enter 

Pronto: Seattle’s new bike share service. 

There are now 500 green bikes stationed at 50 stations sprinkled 
all around Downtown, Capitol Hill, South and East Lake Union 
and The University District, effectively creating a pear shaped ter-
ritory. Once you find a station near you, walk up to the kiosk and 
shell out $8 for a 24/hr pass, read every line of the 89 page user 
agreement, push several more buttons, grab a bicycle (and a hel-
met if you don’t have your own) and you’re off. You can take as 

many trips in a 24 hour period as you want. Memberships are also 
available to those who anticipate utilizing the Pronto chariots on a 
regular basis. The memberships are priced at $85 per year.

The Service was officially launched on Monday October 13th. 
Since then it has not been uncommon to routinely spot the flashy 
green bikes being steered around the city by adventurous souls. 
On the first day, Pronto boasted 472 rides, though it didn’t rain 
that day. As winter progresses, Seattle’s trademark weather phe-
nomenon will undoubtedly prove to be an interesting factor in the 
public’s use of Pronto. Capitol Hill Seattle Blog pointed out that 
“some 500 rides per day were taken on Seattle’s new Pronto bike 

Jackson Quall

Sharing Is Caring
Seattle Introduces Pronto Bike Sharing Service

T
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share with about 42% of those traveling around Capitol Hill in 
the system’s first week of operations.”

Of the Capitol Hill Pronto stations the one at East Harrison 
and Broadway saw the most usage within the first week of the 
bikeshare is launching, with a total of 305 people either deposit-
ing bikes or picking them up at the kiosks, according to numbers 
posted on the Capitol Hill Seattle blog. The Harvard Avenue and 
East Pine street station right outside our campus came in 4th with 
a total of 158 instances of usage. 

Other cities around the country have had bike shares for quite 
some time. Citi Bike, New York City’s bike share program has 
been going for over a year and boasts a staggering 6,000 bikes. 
New York’s is the largest system in the United States and is owned 
by the same company that operates Pronto. Based out of Portland, 
Oregon, The name of this company is Alta Bicycle Share. It op-
erates several systems throughout North America and Australia. 

The primary sponsor of the bikes, to the tune of $2.5 million, is 
Alaska Airlines, whose logo can be seen pasted to the rear fender 
of the bicycles. Other sponsors include Seattle Children’s Hospi-
tal, Group Health, REI, Vulcan, and Fred Hutch.

The Seattle Transit Blog pointed out that Pronto stations are 
located within wealthier neighborhoods of Seattle such as Capitol 
Hill and downtown, bringing up issues low-income access. How-
ever they also note that bikeshare programs function as cluster 
networks, with most of the riders using the service in one way 
trips, requiring numerous stations within close proximity in a high 
density area such as Capitol Hill. Mayor Ed Murray has a line 
item in his proposed budget to fund Pronto service expansion to 
the Central District and Yesler Terrace. 

“Thanks to Mayor Ed Murray’s commitment of a $600,000 al-
location from the City of Seattle’s 2015 budget and an additional 
$400,000 CMAQ grant procured by the City, our first expansion 
will take place next year in  Seattle’s Central District, Little Saigon 
and Yesler Terrace,” said Holly Houser, Pronto’s executive director.  

“The pace of additional growth will depend primarily on fund-
ing from private sponsorships, public grants and user-generated 
revenues, with a goal of eventually reaching  approximately 2,200 
bikes and 220 stations throughout Seattle and King County,” she 
added.

Seeing as how successful bike shares have been in other cities, 
after one year the Bay Area’s bike share system has over 5,000 
members, it’s exciting to see how our brand new system will pan 
out. Imagine if you missed your bus by just a few seconds on the 
way to work? No sweat, hop on a Pronto bike and you’re well on 
your way! No third and final tardiness write up for you.

King County law states that anyone riding a bicycle on the 
street must wear a helmet. If you don’t have your own you can 

borrow one at the kiosk for no additional cost. The helmet system 
runs on the honor system, so Pronto is hoping that their users are 
the trustworthy type. People have expressed the risk of someone 
returning an unclean or defective helmet but Pronto insists that 
each one is inspected before it’s re-deployed.

Taking a Pronto bike from the U District to Downtown and 
back will still be cheaper on the bus however. So what are they 
good for? Getting from the top of Capitol Hill to the Downtown 
core would work great. The other way around would work fine too 
if you are in decent shape. Those who have been neglecting their 
jumping jacks however might have a bone to pick with Seattle’s 
hills. 

“It’s good incentive to get out and ride around on bikes” says 
Central student Kevin Soto. “Though I’m a little worried that it 
might be too much too quick. I think they need to add bikes a 
little more gradually.”

Will Seattle’s bike sharers be able to make it up our notorious 
hills? Will helmet hair suddenly come roaring back in style? Will 
Seattleites have the budget for another transportation service? 
Only time will tell.  -JQ
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Anggie Tamayo

Columbus Day Scrapped
Seattle embraces Indigenous People’s Day

am so happy that my grandchildren are here today to 
witness this,” said Pam Nason, a Colville woman who 
spoke at a October 13 ceremony celebrating the very 

first Indigenous People’s Day in Seattle. “I am so happy that you 
can be here to witness this...that we can be honored for all the suf-
fering that [our] mothers and fathers had gone through.” 

To the sound of drums and singing and the urging of hundreds 
of citizens like Nason, Mayor Ed Murray made history by sign-
ing a resolution declaring 
the second monday of Oc-
tober Indigenous People’s 
Day. It was the intention 
of the resolution to honor 
the contributions of Native 
peoples—and in the eyes of 
many it was a symbolic re-
jection of the unscrupulous 
Christopher Columbus, 
whose federal holiday falls 
on the same date. 

“This city should not 
honor a man who played 
such a pivotal role in the 
worst genocide humankind 
has ever known,” said socialist Council Member Kshama Sawant 
within the council chambers on the day of the resolution vote.

The name change was the result of community action. The push 
to abolish Columbus Day started on September 2, 2014, when 
indigenous activists and their supporters gathered outside of City 
Hall to protest a holiday being named after a man responsible for 
the wanton murder and mutilation of Native peoples. The pro-
tests inspired a lively and fervid debate, with many supporting the 
move while others criticized  it as political correctness gone too 
far. When it came to the final vote on October 6th, the Seattle 
City Council unanimously assented to the resolution. Henceforth 
Seattle would celebrate Indigenous People’s Day every second 
Monday of October. 

After the council’s vote, an Italian American group bought a full 
page ad in the Seattle Times denouncing the change and threat-

ening political retaliation. They said the name change was an af-
front to Italians (Columbus was Italian). 

However for many others, the name change is a step toward ad-
dressing historical grievances and beginning the process of heal-
ing. 

“It [Indigenous People’s Day] gives the accurate history of tribes 
in this region, as well as current issues impacting our native peo-

ple today,” said Matt Remle, 
a Lakota Tribe member who 
wrote the original draft of the 
name change resolution and 
petitioned the City Council to 
adopt it. 

According to Remle, public 
schools in Seattle and else-
where in the United States 
have been teaching many in-
correct facts about Columbus 
for decades. He hopes that the 
name change will be a step to-
ward changing the curriculum 
in public schools in Seattle 
and elsewhere on the history 

of Native Americans and the arrival of Europeans like Columbus. 

In an October 1st resolution inspired by the movement to 
amend city policy, the Seattle School Board declared that it  
“seeks to combat prejudice and eliminate discrimination and in-
stitutionalized racism,” and that it encourages teachers “to include 
the teaching of the history, culture, and governments of the in-
digenous peoples,” in their lessons. The district also announced 
that it will now recognize Indigenous People’s Day on the second 
Monday of October. 

Remle says he hopes that Seattle schools will eventually adopt a 
curriculum developed by the 29 indigenous tribes in Washington 
called Since Time Immemorial. “The takeaway for all of us is we 
need more accurate information in our public school system,” said 
Remle.
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Too little, too late
Classified Staff Struggle with Pay Equity Issues

rson Williamson is the only fa-
cilities electrician at Seattle Cen-
tral. In his words, he is “always 

putting out ‘fires’” on campus. One such fire 
was the flooding of several computer labs 
on the third floor of the Broadway Edison 
building on Friday October 18th, due to 
busted piping. The water damage was ex-
tensive. The power had to be shut off, the 
water removed, and computer servers dried 
out and tested for functionality before the 
coming Monday, when students would 
need access to the labs. The epitome of a 
royal mess. 

For Williamson, dealing with situa-
tions like the flood are just a day in the life. 
“Those [kinds of ] issues come up all the 
time,” he said.

Williamson is one of many classified 
staff who make up the backbone of the col-
lege. They are the people behind the cur-
tain, changing the light bulbs and process-
ing financial aid applications. They are the 
janitors, program coordinators, plumbers, 
electricians, secretaries, advisors, and IT 
technicians who keep the school running 
on an everyday basis.

These employees are part of the Wash-
ington Federation of State Employees 
(WFSE) union along with classified staff 
from numerous other community colleges 
across the state of Washington.

And though it’s been roughly six years 

since the 2008 recession, many are still 
feeling its effects and are only just now get-
ting some relief. Classified staff are in that 
boat, having recently secured a minor pay 
increase in their next two year annual con-
tract. They will receive a 3% bump in 2015 
and 1.8% the following year. Part time em-
ployees for the first time ever obtained a 
2% increase. For many this is not enough.

“Our [Seattle] membership is not hap-
py with the contract,” said Williamson, a 
WFSE negotiator during the most recent 
bargaining cycle. 

WFSE higher education workers have 
weathered some some rough waters since 
the recession, having been dealt a 3% one 
year pay cut back in 2012 as part of the 
State’s broader austerity measures on all 
government expenditures. Since then the 
original 3% cut has been restored but clas-
sified staff across the State have not re-
ceived a cost of living adjustment (COLA) 
to compensate for rising inflation since July 
1st 2008. The recently ratified 2015-2017 
contract will include the first wage increase 
that classified staff have seen in six years, 
though by the end of the contract it will 
have been eight years without a COLA.

“No cost of living adjustment for eight 
years. I mean just think about that, that’s 
ridiculous. And then to be offered 3%? 
That’s like a slap in the face,” said William-
son.

Seattle Central’s classified staff bargain 
collectively as a coalition with their fellow 
union members from Washington’s twelve 
community colleges for their annual two 
year statewide contract. They negotiate 
directly with the State Office of Financial 
Management who represent both Gover-
nor Inslee’s Office and management from 
the various community and technical col-
leges. The colleges’ classified staff have been 
bargaining as a coalition since 2004 when 
the respective administrations opted to 
have OFM facilitate negotiations as is al-
lowed by State Law.

The new contract still has to be approved 
by the State Legislature. 

High cost of living in King County

Though the Seattle Colleges District 
union membership voted down the new 
contract having deemed it to be too little 
too late, it was still ratified by the rest union 
across the State. 

King County has the most expen-
sive cost of living compared to any other 
county in the entire state of Washington, 
with prices in Seattle quickly skyrocketing. 
In 2013 Seattle rents were ranked as the 
fastest rising rents in the nation by Census 
Bureau data, and the gross median Seattle 
rent was tagged at $1,172, a 11% increase 
since 2010.

O

Although he has long been feted as the hero navigator and ex-
plorer who “discovered” America, recent scholarship has under-
mined the traditional view of Columbus.  In A People’s History 
of the United States, author Howard Zinn gives a detailed but 
horrifying account of Christopher Columbus’s  arrival in the New 
World and his role in the widespread destruction of Native soci-
eties. Columbus forced many Natives into slavery, ransacked Na-
tive villages without provocation, and mutilated any Natives who 

didn’t meet his monthly gold quota. 

The adoption of Indigenous People’s Day is a big achievement. 
It is a way to call people’s attention to racism and discrimination, 
and an opportunity to reflect on the history and culture of the 
original people of this land. This adoption, however, is only the 
first step in a long journey towards restoring justice.   -AT
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ate one time for everybody, rather than go 
around to 12 different colleges,” said Wil-
liamson.

Geographic pay does exist for certain 
State employees, such as Washington State 
Patrol troopers, who receive a 10% pay in-
crease if they live and work in King County.

“They’re [OFM] cheap sons of bitches 
… they don’t want to pay for it,” said Max 
Phipps, a classified staff photographer at 
Everett Community College.

“It’s all numbers, that’s how the State 
looks at it. What is it going to cost?” said 
Tom Cline, an IT specialist at Peninsula 
College and member of the bargaining 
team for the 2015-2017 contract.

While geographic pay seems like a no-
brainer for workers living in high cost 
counties and cities, elsewhere in the State 
the same pay rates have more purchasing 
power, causing a divide in WFSE mem-
bership and raising issues of pay equity 
and fairness.“I think we got a really good 
contract,” said Cline. “We have to work in 
[into the contract] what is best for all 12 
colleges, not just any single college.” 

Cline works at Peninsula College located 
in Clallam County which skirts the strait 
of Juan de Fuca in Northwest Washington.

“People [state employees] are expected 
to be treated the same for the same work,” 
said Diane Lutz, OFM’s Labor Relations 
Section Chief.

Bargaining for locally generated col-
lege funds (in addition to State allocated 
contract funding), has also been shelved 
by OFM, a consequence of the coalition-
wide contract negotiation system. Local 
funds are revenue that individual colleges 
generate to make up for the shortfalls left 
by slashed public funding for higher ed, 
such as tuition (particularly international 
student tuition), rent from college owned 
properties such as the building housing 
the Egyptian movie theater, and the funds 
from the parking garage on Harvard Av-
enue.

Increasingly community colleges are 
having to lean on these local revenue 
streams. The Seattle College District’s fis-
cal year 2014-2015 budget shows that the 
total State allocation is a meager 30%, with 
tution making up 17%, and the rest being a 
combination of grants and the other vari-
ous local revenue sources.

“In Moses Lake [Grant County], 
$34,000 a year would be enough for a 
house, a yard, and [to] not [have to] worry 
about bills. Unfortunately that is not the 
same way in King County. In King County 
$34,000 a year is basically poverty level,” 
said Ty Pethe, a Seattle Central program 
coordinator within Student Leadership. 

During the course of last summers’ bar-
gaining sessions, Pethe compiled statistics 
from a survey of all 506 classified employ-
ees within the Seattle Colleges District to 
illustrate the pay equity issues.

He found that:
290 employees start at wages below $15 

per hour while 148 positions start at above 
15. 

14 will never move beyond $15 per hour
68 start above the per capita personal 

income, and only 30 are or will eventually 
reach the King County median household 
income of $67,000 per year.

Out of the 506 employees, 385 at the 
highest possible pay grade [step M] would 
eventually or currently do qualify for Se-
attle & King County housing assistance. 
Four employees at step M are eligible for 
Washington SNAP food stamps.

“As the adage goes: ‘State employees are 
underworked and overpaid’. That couldn’t 
be farther from the truth,” said William-
son.

A 2014 city-commissioned UW study 
on Seattle living costs and low wage work-
ers found that a living wage in the city is 
estimated to be around $25.44 dollars an 
hour for a single parent with one child. 

31 of the 82 classified staff pay scales 

max out at step M below the UW study’s 
living wage estimate.

“We clearly understand, classified em-
ployees, particularly at the lower classifica-
tions within their pay structure, struggle to 
meet the costs of working and living Seat-
tle. That is just part of reality,” said Charles 
Sims, Human Resources Officer for the 
Seattle Colleges District.

Lisa Sandoval, a program manager in the 
Seattle Central IT department said that an 
ideal contract would have brought  a 10-
12% raise and tied  salaries to current infla-
tion rates.

“Right now how it is, is that we’re just 
getting broker and broker,” said Sandoval.

Geographic Pay & Local Funds

Geographic pay (adjusting employee 
wages relative to area-specific costs of liv-
ing), is seen by some classified staff as a 
way to compensate for Seattle and King 
County’s high living costs. However, it has 
been repeatedly kept off the table by the 
Office of Financial Management, accord-
ing to Williamson and other classified staff. 
“Geographic pay was the first thing their 
side [OFM] threw out and said that they 
would not do,” said Pethe. 

Janetta Sheehan, a lead OFM labor ne-
gotiator during the bargaining for the most 
recent contract, declined to comment on 
the office’s position regarding geographic 
pay in the negotiations.

“OFM determined that it would be eas-
ier for them to draw a line item [for the 
governor’s budget], and easier to negoti-
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Nothing in state law explicitly prevents 
classified staff from being paid with local 
funds, save for the difficulty of ironing out 
area-specific pay in a single contract that 
affects classified staff state-wide.

Tim Welch, Director of Public Affairs 
for WFSE, said that having access to lo-
cal funds would help buffer classified staff 
from the austerity measures of 2008. “If lo-
cal funds were available at discretion, that 
would increase the chance, if there was [an-
other] economic downturn, that members 
would get something [substantial] out of 
their contracts.”

Retention issues

Some classified staff have concerns re-
garding potential problems with employee 
retention and turnover. The Seattle College 
District had a 7.7% turnover rate  amongst 
classified staff in 2013, while Shoreline 
Community College allegedly had 20% 
according to a letter written to Governor 
Inslee by Tom Lux, the Chair of the Shore-
line Community College Board of trustees. 

In the letter Lux also calls out OFM’s 
“lack of respect” for classified staff during 
the contract negotiations, and says that 
93% of the college’s classified employees 
qualify for housing assistance.

“We have had five failed searches for 
classified positions … We found qualified 
candidates but then when we told them 
what their salary was they said ‘thanks but 
no thanks’. And that’s pretty significant I 
think,” said Owens.

“I’m truly worried that Seattle Colleges 
will be in the same position and facing the 
same problem in the next year or two,” said 
Pethe.

Sims said that retention is a constant 
unavoidable battle that underfunded pub-
lic institutions like Seattle Central face 
and that the private sector will always be 
an attractive lure. “We [the District] can’t 
compete with Microsoft … In some job 
categories we can’t even compete with the 
City of Seattle or King County,” said Sims. 

With Seattle’s minimum wage set to in-
crease gradually to 15 dollars an hour be-
ginning April 2015, by the end of WFSE’s 
current contract in 2017, many employees 
in the District will be making less than 
minimum wage. 10 of the 82 pay scales for 

classified employees peak at under 15 dol-
lars an hour. 

“There are so many employees, for whom, 
within a year or so, the outside market will 
look very attractive,” said Williamson.

Sims indicated that the District will 
eventually look into a pay increase for clas-
sified staff making less than 15 dollars an 
hour as the gradual city wage hike pro-
gresses.

According to Williamson, during the 
most recent negotiations the WFSE bar-
gaining team attempted to win a hike to 15 
an hour for those who are making under 
that amount, but the endeavour was unsuc-
cessful.

Sandoval, who has been working at Se-
attle Central for around 10 years, said that 
she has begun searching for new work due 
to low pay.

Breaking from the coalition herd

With the unbending uniformity of the 
state-wide OFM contracts, classified staff 
within the Seattle Colleges and other 
Puget Sound area college districts are hav-
ing second thoughts regarding being a part 
of the coalition. Specifically how it limits 
their ability to bargain for area-specific pay 
contracts given the higher costs of living 
along the I-5 corridor.

Cline said that losing colleges and their 
membership from the coalition would 

weaken the statewide union.
“We can’t compete in this coalition when 

we are outvoted by other members in the 
coalition,” said Williamson.

Some see the coalition community col-
leges administrations’ voluntary ‘employ-
ment’ of OFM for labor negotiations as a 
way for individual college and district ad-
ministrations to avoid responsibility of tak-
ing care of their employees. 

“I think that it [coalition bargaining with 
OFM] is a very convenient out for them 
because they don’t have to make the tough 
decisions,” said Jerry Owens, a Chemistry 
Instructional Tech at Shoreline Commu-
nity College.

Sims doesn’t agree. “they [WFSE] know 
and clearly understand that they don’t bar-
gain directly with us. So it’s not necessar-
ily something that the District or the other 
coalition members see as a heat shield be-
tween us and classified staff,” he said.

Pethe claimed that the District benefits 
from bargaining as a coalition because the 
State’s direct involvement helps assure a 
funding allocation for WFSE contracts and 
removes all responsibility from the District. 
He says that local bargaining would force 
the District to negotiate with both the 
union and the State for labor funds.

“They [the District] would have to ar-
gue with the State Board of Technical and 
Community Colleges (which distributes 
state general funds allocated for commu-
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nity colleges) to increase their allocation 
to match any increases in the new [locally 
negotiated] contract,” he added.

All four year public colleges in Washing-
ton conduct labor negotiations individually 
and internally. Highline college is the only 
community and technical college to bar-
gain independently. 

Governing boards of colleges or college 
districts have final authority on the deci-
sion to continue using OFM. The process 
of terminating college bargaining agree-
ments with OFM only requires a 30-day 
notice. 

“They [college governing boards ] would 
just [have to] say ‘oh we don’t want to do 
this anymore,” said Lutz.

Seattle Central President Paul Killpat-
rick declined to give a statement regarding 
the college’s position on independent labor 
negotiations. 

“It certainly would be a board level deci-
sion based on all the pros and cons, what 
some of the other colleges are doing, what’s 
the cost benefit of bargaining directly as 
opposed to bargaining as a coalition,” said 
Sims. 

He added that while the District hasn’t 
discussed the possibility, they would give 
consideration to a proposal for local bar-
gaining presented by Seattle’s WFSE 
membership.

Sims went on to say that the “tension” 
produced from general pay equity issues 
within community colleges stems from the 
State’s heavy reliance on consumer spend-
ing-driven sales tax. Washington has had 
consistent State budget shortfalls due to 
insufficient trickling tax revenue streams 
since 2008. “Until there is reform at that 
[State tax system] level we are going to go 
through this dance every year.”

Washington has been dubbed the state 
with the most regressive tax system in the 
nation, a system which disproportionately 
affects the low-income population.

“We have totally shifted the burden onto 
the working and middle class to [financial-
ly] support the functions of state govern-
ment, and that is really, really, killing us,” 
said Owens.   -JK

eaving from a previously unas-
suming fall sky, the rain start-
ed coming down in the mid-

afternoon as concerned citizens headed 
toward Seattle City Hall for the Budget 
Committee’s public hearing. The shift in 
weather was just an inconvenience for a lot 
of us; we cursed ourselves for forgetting an 
umbrella or not timing our departure and 
arrival just so. Crowded under awnings we 
waited for buses or headed inside a shop to 
look around while the clouds passed, but 
the night was long for the estimated 9,000 
homeless people living in King County.

Aimed at raising awareness for home-
less issues and the need for an allocation 
of funds to address them, advocacy group 
and weekly news publication Real Change 
held an OutsideIN rally just before pro-
ceedings as part of an on-going effort to 
educate the public. Back in May the cam-
paign organized a shoe drive and gathering 
at Westlake. 

To drive the point home, the City Hall 
demonstration featured 3,123 donated 
pairs of shoes to visually reflect the head-
count of homeless persons taken by volun-
teers with the Coalition to End Homeless-
ness on the night of January 24th of this 
year. Curious onlookers stopped and asked 
questions, and despite being quickly soaked 
by the storm (rumor of tents provided by 
the city proved to be false), a few people 
who could be perceived as being homeless 
tried on different pairs.

During the public comment section 
of the council budget meeting, numerous 
activists took to the podium. Jess Spear, a 
member of Socialist Alternative and can-
didate for a position in the State Legisla-
ture, spoke first and demanded the council 
raise the 3 to 4 million necessary to prevent 
cuts to social services. Spear said the city is 
“awash” in wealth and it is not being dis-
tributed properly and for the good of the 
people. One of the initiatives she threw her 

Monet Harris

Nowhere to Go
Activists Highlight Seattle Homelessness at City Council Budget Hearing

H
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support behind was OutsideIN, holding 
up a sign reading “Without Shelter, People 
Die” and repeating the mission statement 
to attain shelter for a thousand people by 
2015. 

Every speaker advocated for their own 
cause, but the eradication of homelessness 
had the most voices in both direct and in-
tersectional cases. Vendors Susan Russell 
and Sharon Jones, who were accompanied 
by pallbearers carrying a coffin filled with 
five thousand signatures, represented Real 
Change.

Russell kept it personal, detailing her 
life as an accomplished cement mason who 
helped build Safeco Field and the Micro-
soft Campus before she suffered injury 
from being rear-ended which prevented 
her from working. She survived on savings 
for two years before living on the street 
where she has been beaten, raped, and 
robbed while waiting for the city to act. 
Her story best represents the cross section 
heard as speakers from women and youth 

groups as well as elderly services detailed 
the pressing needs of their organizations.

Now in its 9th year, the city’s 10 Year 
Plan to End Homelessness has been un-
able to curb the population that is steadily 
growing. The 3,123 figure is a 14% increase 
over the previous year alone and does not 
account for those outside the search pa-
rameters nor people who hide or choose 
not to identify themselves. 

Released back in September, Mayor Ed 
Murray’s proposed budget would see a 3% 
increase in money for human services with 
$1.75 million of that sum to be allocated 
to homeless organizations like Urban Rest 
Stop, which provides hygiene facilities for 
individuals and families. A portion of the 
budget will also be used to offset job cuts 
and transition a handful of veterans and 
long-time homeless into permanent hous-
ing. 

While positively received by the Seattle 
Human Services Coalition, the concern is 
that the amount will not be enough and 

be quickly exhausted. Murray’s budget’s  
heavy reliance on the usual revenue streams 
(property tax, construction impact fees, and 
retail sales tax) will  allegedly make it rote 
and insufficient to not just address home-
lessness but build vital infrastructure proj-
ects like affordable housing. 

During her speech, Spear said a the mil-
lionaire’s tax would do well with the other 
revenue sources to allow for adequate fund-
ing for forward thinking solutions. 

Council Member Kshama Sawant re-
cently lambasted her colleagues for going 
on a retreat with corporate executives, call-
ing it a “brazen display of corporate favor-
itism”. The accusation was hard to dismiss 
during the budget hearing with only five of 
the seven council members showing up to 
the hearing and then disappearing periodi-
cally throughout.  -MH
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Jackson Quall

Student Question of the Issue
What do you think about Seattle’s rising rent costs?

Dwight Walton : 
“The rent is too damn high, 

I had to move to Skyway because of it.”

Ahmed Alnkhelan
“It’s really bad. I think the cause is 

Amazon hiring more people and apart-
ment managers raise the rent because of 
it. I don’t know if it’s good for the city’s 
economy but it’s definitely bad for  the 

rent economy.” 

Josie Kidde
“These days rich people want live here 

because it’s a hip place. But it’s the artists 
that made it hip and now the rich people 
want to do that also. It ruins everything 

for actually cool people. [laughs]”

Benji Fungus
“I can’t move out because of the ridiculous 

rent, especially in this area. I’m actually 
going to transfer back to my old collage in 
Bothell because I can’t commute between 

where I live and here.”

Ken Yao
“It’s not good for the area. I’m an interna-
tional student and my money in American 
dollars is worth only a small amount. So 
my apartment costs even more for me.”
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Kyle Pheifer
“It’s bad for the culture but good for the 
economy. It’s forcing artists out. The hill 

has changed a lot in the last 10 to 20 years 
and they can’t afford any of the apartments 

around here anymore.”

Reyna Marquez
“It makes me feel like I can’t move because 

my place is so affordable. 
I live in a space that used to be a hostel 
and now it’s apartments. You never find 

places like that any more. I feel lucky but 
at the same time I hate being surrounded 

by high rise condos.”

Desiree Johnson
“It’s out of control. It’s weeding out the 
lower class. When I first moved here I 

payed $150 a month and it’s been growing 
exponentially since.”

Fabian Silva
“I’d love to live on Capitol Hill but a one 
bedroom is like $700 and my mortgage 
is $1500 and we have 5 bedrooms and I 
live down by the airport. So ya, It’s too 

expensive.”

Ahmed Khoshaim
“I live just downtown and I think it’s kind 
of bad for the city because we put all our 
income into the rent, which takes away 

from different areas. 
I couldn’t eat out for a month [laughs] 
I just bought groceries and ate at home 

because otherwise I’d be broke.”
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BY THE NUMBERS

Percentage change 
in King County 
homelessness 
one night count 
since 2013: 

Percentage of 
global household wealth 
owned by top 20% of global 
income earners (2014):  

Homeless

+14%

Percentage of Seattle 
residents living 
in poverty 
(as of 2012): 

Poverty

13.2%

King County 
unemployment 
rate 
(2014): 

Unemployment Education tuition

4.7%

+6%

State and local property tax share of income State sales and excise tax share of income
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$20,000 or less:

Family incomes 
$20,000 or less:

60.5%

13%

1.9%1.9%

3.9%
TAX TAX TAX TAX TAX TAX

TAXTAX TAX TAX TAX TAX TAX

Family incomes 
$430,000 or more:

Family incomes 
$430,000 or more: TAX TAXTAX TAX
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Washington State 
Tax revenue (2010): SalarySome more numbers

UW Huskies Football Coach (2013): 
UW President (2013):

Seattle Central College President Paul Killpatrick (2013):
Average Seattle Colleges faculty salary (2012): 

$2,633,642
$571,380
$222,792
$180,000

$27,992

 

Number of millionaires living in Washington State (2010): 226,000 $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $

African American

+5%

Native American

+16%

Hispanic

+33%

11%

94%

Asian

+46%

White

Change in median household
incomes in King County 
from 1990-2010:

60%

Washington higher education 
tuition percentage increase since 2008:

State cuts to  public education since 2008: 

Rate at which 
median Seattle 
rents rose between 
2010-2013:

Average rent for a Seattle area apartment 
per month ( June 2014): $1,284

+400%

proposed rent increase 
(over 6 years) 

Seattle Housing Authority’s 

Seattle Housing Authority budget cuts since 2011 due to declining Federal funding: $16.1 million 
Rate at which Seattle population grew from 2012-2013: 2.8%

Central District African American population (1990): 50.5%

Central District African American population (2010): 21.4%

Rate at which home values increased in Seattle neighborhoods with the potential to gentrify during 2000-2007:             55%

Number of incarcerated persons in America (March 2014): 

Percentage of national homeless youth who identify as LGBT (2007):      20% - 40%

Number of homeless encampments evicted by the City of Seattle in 2013:                     312

Washington has not State Income Tax

Tax breaks given to Boeing by the State of Washington:                 $8.7 billion
Amount Microsoft has avoided paying the State of Washington in taxes due  to tax loopholes:                                $528 billion          

2.4 million

Cost of Big Bertha Tunnel viaduct replacement project:    $1.4 billion

Number of months Big Bertha has been idle:                                       10

Amount Washington State reserved to (potentially) cover 
Big Bertha budget overruns:                           $204 million

New estimated date for when Big Bertha will be operational:    March 2015
Wealth Disparities

Seattle Housing Authority low income public housing wait list (2014):                       9,000 (as reported by the Seattle Times)
Number of registrations for Seattle Housing Authority housing voucher wait list lottery (2013):                                       24,000

List of potential-to-gentrify neighborhoods: 
Ballard, South Lake Union, Pike/Pine, Central District, Beacon Hill, High Point, Delridge

$4 billion

Percentage of White children aged 0-5 in King County living in poverty (2011):       10.6%
Percentage of African American children aged 0-5 in King County living in poverty (2011):      44.5%
Percentage of Native American chldren aged 0-5 in King County living in poverty (2011):    37.3%
Percentage of Hispanic/Latino children aged 0-5 in King County living in Poverty (2011):     32.4%

Josh Ketley and Giuseppe Donadio
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t’s tough to be both a student and a parent. And single-
mother and Seattle Central student  Brenna Richart 
knows first hand.

Richart’s typical morning consists of waking up, taking a show-
er, brewing coffee, running Lucas (her seven year-old son) to the 
bus, getting ready to leave, and finally biking to school to actually 
start her day. This and much more has become a robotic routine 
since she decided to enroll at SCC back in spring of 2013.

“All of us [student parents] can use help,” Richart said. “School 
is hard enough and paying for it is another [issue].”

Seattle Central used to provide day care services for student 
parents until the child care center was closed down in 2011 due 
to budgeting issues. The International Student Programs office 
moved into the space vacated by the child care center and since 
then no equivalent service has filled the void. 

Richart saw a vacuum in services and support for student par-
ents at Seattle Central College and became inspired to do some-
thing about it. She founded the Student-Parent Club at SCC last 
spring quarter and got the club officially established with the col-
lege this fall. She now serves as a club coordinator.

The club will serve as way for student parents to build commu-
nity and advocate for their interests and services that they need 

and want from the college. Its members are student parents or 
guardians of children. 

“I’d like Student Parent Club to become a foundation or pro-
gram specifically for parents,” Richart said.

Richart hopes that it will lead to an established official program 
sponsored by the college composed of services that cater to the 
needs of students with families. Getting a physical meeting and 
gathering space is one of the eventual goals.

“The number one thing we need is support [from students and 
the college] to build it bigger,” said Richart. “We as student par-
ents need some form of child care especially the ones on financial 
aid … Even just for two hours.” 

“If it were free childcare, it would help immensely,” she added.
As part of her role as an organizer within the club, Richart 

spends time looking up useful resources for student parents such 
as stress management tips, community resources, and kid friendly 
spaces such as coffee shops. 

“Sometimes he [Lucas] needs me, and I just can’t always be 
there for him because of the hours of school work.”

Ever since the first meetings held in last summer  at Cal-An-
derson park, attendance has steadily risen as more and more stu-
dent parents become aware of the community that dwells within 

the college.
“We would all bring our kids to 

the park, the kids would play and 
the adults would talk about what 
we wanted to see,” said Richart.

The kids are stepping up too.
“My son helped me hand out 

flyers [about the club] to people 
passing by,” Richart said. “Even if 
they weren’t interested, they would 
grab one from him, smile and 
move along. [it is] a good way to 
recruit new members and get the 
word out while hanging out with 
my son and the parents’ children 
… Plus, my son is one of the cut-
est.”

The club has grown from one 
person to five people showing up 
at the most recent meeting on 
Thursday October 9th.

Christina Nguyen

All Together Now
A New Community for Student Parents at Seattle Central

I

Christina Nguyen
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Savannah Kennedy

Save Earth, Save Money
Seattle Residents to be Fined for not Composting

t’s not shocking that Seattle, being one of the “greenest” 
cities in the country, encourages its residents to compost. 
But it may be surprising to hear that composting in the 

city is becoming mandatory. In late September a new ordinance 
was passed; beginning next year, fines will be  issued to people that 
have too much compostable material in their trash. 

On New Years Day 2015, the city will start “gently reminding” 
the public to compost by tagging trash cans with educational tick-
ets, but that is only until the real tickets come along next summer. 
Starting July 1, 2015 the people of Seattle will be charged a $1.00 
fine attached to their next garbage bill if their garbage bins con-
tain more than 10% compostable waste. 

Trash collectors will be looking through your waste to make 
these assessments. They will eyeball each trash bin as it is being 
emptied into the garbage truck to determine if that household is 
following the new law. For some this brings up the issue of privacy. 

Student John Peterson said “I think its weird people wanna look 
through my garbage for wasted food. It kind of seems like a viola-
tion of privacy; but its not a big deal to me.” 

Seattle Public Utilities (SPU) current system is arranged so that 
single family homes and commercial business are not required, 
only encouraged, to compost. The same rules apply for apartments. 
Composting bins MUST be available for tenants, but their use is 
not required. 

The new rules will be more demanding. Single family homes 
will be obligated to have less than 10% food waste in their trash 

cans. Businesses and apartments will be held to that same 10 % 
standard, but will receive a little more leniency at first. These larger 
facilities will be issued two warnings before a third offense, which 
will result in a $50.00 fine. 

Having continued on the green path, single-use plastic bags in 
Seattle stores have been banned since July 2012, and the city out-
lawed recyclable items from the trash nine years ago, but no fine 
was imposed for single family homes who violated the mandate. 
San Francisco has already introduced a mandatory composting 
policy similar to Seattle’s.

“I think people don’t do it because they’re confused. They don’t 
know what they can and can’t put in their compost. People don’t 
wanna take the time to look up how to do it. They want what’s 
easy,” said freshman student Alexa Lickliter.

The conception of this new plan occurred when SPU realized 
it wasn’t living up to its recycling and composting goals. By 2030, 
the City of Seattle plans to divert 70% of its waste to recycling and 
composting, according to the Seattle Office of Sustainability and 
Environment. Seattle’s recycling rate for 2013 was 56 percent, a 
slight improvement over 2012 but not on pace to meet SPU’s goal 
of 60 percent for 2015, as reported by The Seattle Times. 

“The point isn’t to raise new revenue,” said Tim Croll, SPU’s 
solid waste director, as reported by The Seattle Times. “We care 
more about reminding people to separate their waste.”

The tagging of garbage bins will begin January 1st but fines 
won’t be applied until July 1st of 2015.  -SK

I

“I really appreciated the five people that 
showed up,” Richart said. “Even though it 
was only five people, we had a great meet-
ing in expressing what we want to see this 
club become and ideas were pitched that 
helped guide what we exactly plan and 
want.”

Richart is hopefully that more people 
will start attending with increased aware-
ness.

While the club is about advocating for 
resources and services on campus, it also 
serves a means for collectively coping with 
the struggles of daily life by getting support 
from a community. Ultimately it’s about 
being human. 

“Just asking about how your day is going 
would help [student parents] a lot” Richart 
said.

“It’s the beginning to something bigger, 

to create a sense of community to support 
future students that are parents.”

Student parents that have children and 
attend Seattle Central are highly encour-
aged to join. Meetings are held during 
the first Thursday of the month and third 
Tuesday at 1:00 PM in the Women’s Pro-
gram Center at 907 E Pine.  -CN
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think it’s safe to say that many of us are very disillusioned 
with our political process. And understandably so. Given 
the constant barrage of reports showing how wealth in-

equality in the US is worse than ever, how twice a week a black 
person is killed by a white police officer, and how horrifyingly 
quickly the effects climate change are banging at our front door, it 
doesn’t stretch of the imagination to wonder why so many people 
(especially young adults), are jaded with participating in politics. 

Well, despite your semi-justifiable instincts to say “my ballot 
won’t make a difference” and/or revel in political idealism by de-
clining to choose between the lesser of two evils or refusing to 
acknowledge the existence of the imperialist state, you still should 
vote.

We’ve been brought into a world where we are subject to the 
control of the government, where public policy and the bureau-
crats who create it have a very tangible effect on our day-to-day 
lives. Voting is a sanctioned way of influencing governance. And 
there are good reasons to want to have influence. 

Because of our regressive tax system, our state disproportion-
ately places the burden of keeping our buses running and schools 
open on the poor and working class. Because of elected politi-
cians, our State Legislature gave the largest corporate tax subsidy 
in history to the Boeing corporation (to keep jobs in WA) while 
funding for all levels of public education across Washington has 
declined substantially. Ironically, Boeing has begun shipping jobs 
out of the state.

And while we don’t have control over Eastern Washington vot-
ers and their consistent right-leaning voting tendencies (a Repub-
lican majority in the State Senate is resistant to changes in Wash-
ington tax code), King County is the most populous county in 
Washington. This gives us enormous leverage in influencing gov-
ernor elections and statewide ballot measures and referendums-
--as, for example, in 2012 with I-74’s (same-sex marriage) passing. 
In the same vein, poor voter turnout has underutilized our region’s 
electoral power, which probably played a part in I-1098’s (a push 
to introduce an income tax on the wealthy) crash and burn in 
2010.

I don’t blame those who point to gridlock and [legal] corruption 
in the Federal government as reasoning for not voting. We have 
the ‘choice’ of voting for candidates from two political parties who 
are both neck deep in campaign donations from Wall Street and 
corporate America. Our presidents are not democratically elected, 
i.e. the electoral college, a system in which a small number of po-

litical party appointed ‘electors’ choose the nominee, regardless of 
the popular vote.

And, as a recent Princeton study which compared the influence 
of an average citizen to that of corporations and special inter-
est groups in Federal policymaking found, the American political 
process resembles an oligarchy much more than it does a actual 
democracy.

While local politics certainly aren’t devoid of the corrupting ef-
fects of money, we have a much more realistic chance of influenc-
ing governance at the state and local level. We can put citizen-
driven initiatives and referendums on the ballot, elect city council 
members and state representatives and then, with relative ease, go 
bang on their office doors when they don’t do as we see fit. And in 
local elections, every vote counts, as was evident in Sea-Tac’s 2013 
initiative to raise the minimum wage to $15 dollars an hour, which 
won by a mere 77 votes. 

By the time you read this the deadline for voting in the Novem-
ber 4th general election will come and gone, but you should know 
what was on the ballot anyways. Aside from congressional and 
senatorial elections, there was I-592, a measure to expand manda-
tory background checks to any and all gun sales in the State, as 
well as I-1351, which would reduce class sizes in all K-12 grades 
to help improve educational quality. Closer to home, socialist 
climate Scientist Jess Spear ran against Democratic incumbent 
(House Speaker) Frank Chopp for the position of representing 
Seattle’s 43rd district in the legislature, and the county had to de-
cide on whether to pass Prop 1 and generate much needed rev-
enue for Metro buses. Basically, a lot of important stuff required 
your attention. 

Unfortunately, voter turnout has been dismally low, especially 
in midterm non-presidential elections. In the 2010 midterm elec-
tions, only 49% of Washington residents of voting age filled out 
ballots. National turnout in 2010 was even worse, topping off at 
37% of potential voters according to the Pew Research Center. In 
the 2013 Seattle general election only 34% of the city’s registered 
voters mailed in ballots, even with eye-catching mayoral and city 
council races, while the Seattle Times dubbed statewide turnout 
“the lowest in a decade”.

Nationally those who vote versus those who don’t run paral-
lel to age, class, and racial divides. From 2008-2012 wealthier 
voters have consistently turned out in higher numbers than the 
poor ones. According to the Demos think tank, in 2010 99% of 
the wealthiest 1% of Americans voted and 61% of those making 

I
Josh Kelety

Get out and vote, but don’t stop there
The case for political involvement
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$150,000 and above participated. Compare that to the 43% of 
eligible voters making between $30,000 to $39,000 who made it 
to the polls, as well as the meager 26.7% of those making $10,000 
or less.

In the same election, 51% of potential voters over the age of 30 
cast ballots compared to 21% of those aged 18-29 (as reported 
by nonprofitvote.org). White turnout dominated at 49%, black 
closely trailing at 44%, with Asian and Hispanic both coming in 
at around 31%. The point being, those who have traditionally held 
positions of power in this nation are the ones who are most fever-
ishly exercising their democratic rights.

But low voter turnout cannot be entirely attributed to apathy. 
The American political process has, from the beginning and by 
design, not included everyone. In 1776 only property owners 
(white males) over the age of 21 could vote in elections in or-
der to preserve capitalistic interests. Women were barred from 
voting until 1920, Native Americans until 1924 (though many 
states continued to obstruct indigenous voter turnout) and Af-
rican Americans had to fight tooth and nail to get to the voting 
booths---and continue to do so, with obstruction coming in the 
form of voter ID requirements which disproportionately alienate 
minorities and the poor from turning out to vote. In Washing-
ton felons are denied voting rights until they finish their sentence, 
along with anyone else in prison and on parole or probation.

However, we do live in a State where ballots are conveniently 
mailed right to our doorsteps. So when we don’t take that thirty 
minutes out of our day to do a little research and fill our ballots, 
we’re doing a huge favor for the men in suits who run the world. 
They are more than happy with continuing voter apathy, especially 
among the poor, minorities, and young people, who all tend to 
lean to the left politically.

I’m not saying we all should only vote for Democrats. But even 
within our modern oligarchy we still have some degree of demo-
cratic power which we should utilize.

And we shouldn’t stop there. No victories won by movements 
for social and economic justice have ever been accomplished by 
simply lining up in orderly and polite rows at the ballot boxes. You 
can thank the fast food workers who risked their livelihoods and 
went on strike in protest of low wages back in 2013 for Seattle’s 
soon to be $15/an hour minimum wage.

You shouldn’t rely solely on the system to independently deliver 
justice, nor trust it to begin with. But definately use it to your 
advantage. So next time around, vote. And then go occupy the 
Olympia State House with your pitchforks held high, screaming 
“To hell with the status quo”.

Register to vote here: 

http://www.kingcounty.gov/elections/register.aspx

-JK

n August 9th 2014, Emmanuel Freeman, under the 
handle @TheePharaoh, tweeted “I JUST SAW SOME-
ONE DIE OMFG.” Watching from a basement level 

window that looked out onto the adjacent street, he was provid-
ing the first eyewitness account to the shooting of 18-year-old 
Michael Brown by Officer Darren Wilson in Ferguson, Missouri. 

Neighborhood reaction to the shooting was immediate, and 
it belied the overall indifference shown by the Ferguson Police 
Department and especially Governor Jay Nixon, who appeared 
at a fundraiser a month later to support Jeff Roorda, the State 
Senator who has collected over $500,000 in support of Officer 
Wilson. Exposed by writer Shaun King, their close relationship 

Monet Harris

All Eyes on Ferguson
Truth in the Face of Mainstream Media

O
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can be used to trace inherent corruption and mishandling of cases 
extending beyond Brown’s murder. 

Instead of conducting a full investigation, the media has instead 
chosen to play up the police vs angry black mob trope for the 
world to gawk at. 

King is one in a diverse group of independent journalists that 
are doing the work to be expected of major outlets with more 
writers, resources, and, just through the scope of their influence, 
responsibility to present the story justly. Instead, we watch frus-
trated as easily debunked misinformation by the FPD is parroted 
as ‘fact’ and a community looking for answers is reduced to empty 
stereotypes.

Independent media and its emphasis on empathy and reliance 
on real-time content from the ground in Ferguson have been vital 
in grounding a situation vulnerable to mainstream media sensa-
tionalism. Local publications along with small time writers and 
citizens captured the first wave of the protests which gained trac-
tion once they reached the internet and other outlets. A shift ap-
peared to be occurring; grassroots mobilization was drawing the 
attention of the country at large and forcing transparency on the 
city’s predominantly white bureaucracy. 

The problem with mainstream media is that it tends to push 
the stories that can sell ad space and fill the 24-hour news cycle. 
Focusing on conflict and looting gets more viewers and clicks than 
organized and peaceful demonstrations. It is in the pursuit of the 
former that news vans came rolling into the city. 

Freelance journalists like Ryan Schuessler have written about 
unethical media practices, which include yelling at local residents 
to move out of frame, interrupting community leaders and bla-
tantly ignoring the efforts to heal and rebuild in favor of evoca-
tive pictures of tear gas and K9 units. Livestreams like I am Mike 
Brown Live from Ferguson along with video uploaded to Vine 
have allowed for spectators to circumvent the media spin and 
watch events unfold in real time as they’re uploaded to various 
social media platforms.

For two of the ongoing nights of civil disobedience, the unde-
sirable minority that crops up in most public protest broke into 
local businesses. It immediately became a focal point of media 
coverage, with most channels alternating between damaged store-
fronts and the hyper-militarized police force. What they did not 
to highlight in their reports were the citizens who stood in front 
of stores and told would be thieves to turn back around. 

Balanced reporting in situations like this is crucial because it 
is easy for a removed public to accept a highlight reel as reality. 
The same people who think Barack Obama being elected ended 
racism do not extend themselves to see anything beyond a low-in-
come black neighborhood rioting and “stealing wigs from beauty 
supply stores” because it is an image that allows for them to boil 
the struggle down to materialism and friction for the sake of itself. 
They do not have to acknowledge the disparities that still shape 
everyday life for a community to whom Obama is the exception 
and not the rule.

Associated Press misreported that Brown’s family and neigh-
bors came out onto the streets yelling, “kill the police” when they 

were actually saying “no justice, no peace” and walking with their 
hands up in the symbolic gesture that has come to represent the 
movement. Small details such as this can skew the narrative and 
this change of phrase casts the community as violent and venge-
ful, when the overall feeling is of frustration and defiance toward 
the police department and the mistreatment that they continually 
endure. 

In an interview with CNN, rapper Talib Kweli drew attention 
to the baiting headline “Ferguson streets were calm until bottles 
fly.” According to a post by Rosa Clemente a white protester threw 
the singular projectile and agitated policeman used it as a reason 
to charge the crowd. In the depiction of the scene on the CNN 
website only “men” are implicated when women and adolescents 
were chased as well.  Erasure of this kind has the effect of making 
Brown guilty by loose association and it removes the movement 
from a community where the broad cross-section of people in-
volved has been vital.

The intent has not been to deify Mike Brown but the exact 
opposite: protesters go out into the streets to advocate for his 
humanity. As confirmed through the New York Times, on scene 
paramedics were denied when they asked to perform CPR and it 
speaks volumes to the refusal to see Brown as a person of inherent 
value. Public outcry and attention have been crucial to keeping the 
case in the headlines and making it nearly impossible for the St. 
Louis police department to sweep it under the rug. 

In a broader sense, his story has become the prism through 
which the African-American community has chosen to express 
its issues with police brutality and the structural racism that re-
sults in few –if any– convictions of the accused officers. It is for 
Michael Brown, Darrien Hunt, John Crawford III, Vonderrick 
Myers and the two unarmed black men killed per week by po-
lice, who have their humanity put up for national debate, that we 
utilize all means available to carve out space and tell their stories.

-MH
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Reuven Pinnata

Good News from Across the Sea 
or, the Tale of Evil vs. Relative Sanity

I’ donesia last summer and how sometimes, 
‘the good guy’ gets to win.

Jokowi and Prabowo—the last time I 
heard a pair of names touted around in 
such a polarized way, I was reading about 
Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. As far as I knew, 
the people I lived among were unambigu-
ous in their support for the former and 
their contempt for the latter; my mom 
went so far as to putting up a humongous 
Jokowi banner on the façade of our house. 
I tend to distrust any such black-and-white 
portrayal, but my distrust didn’t last long.

Any sensible individual will agree to 
my proposition: if you must choose be-
tween two presidential candidates, you will 
choose the one that at least is less likely to 
screw up the whole country. And Prabo-
wo was very likely to screw up Indonesia. 
In the first place, his familial roots were 
sketchy—not in the sense that they were 
ambiguous—their associations and result-
ing influence on his current political phi-
losophy were too obvious: his father served 

as the minister of economy under the New 
Order. And in Indonesian political jargon, 
the New Order basically means Suharto’s 
31-year authoritarian regime. What made 
it even more alarming was how Prabowo 
himself seemed intent on carrying out the 
militarist ideals of that regime, and a cur-
sory glance at the history of his military 
activities can confirm this supposition. 
During the notorious 1998 riots, one of the 
darkest chapters in the history of the New 
Order, he was responsible for kidnapping 
and torturing at least nine democracy activ-
ists, a crime which had him expelled from 
the military and which he later admitted 
to, claiming that he was ordered to do so. 
As if it was not horrific enough, in a 2001 
interview with the American journalist Al-
lan Nairn, he commented, “You don’t mas-
sacre civilians in front of the world press. 
Maybe commanders do it in villages where 
no one will ever know, but not in the pro-
vincial capital.” In the same interview, he 
also implicitly showed that his militarism 
had taken turn for the worse: “Indonesia is 
not ready for democracy. [It needs] a be-
nign authoritarian regime.” He added, “Do 
I have the guts… am I ready to be called a 
fascist dictator?” And this person was a step 
away from running the whole country.

As you can probably guess, Jokowi did 
not actually have to do a lot to win over 
public opinion (although the final tally 
showed that Jokowi won only by 6.3%). 
To add to that advantage, Jokowi’s posi-
tive public image and impressive accom-
plishments had cemented themselves. His 
populist image was strengthened by his 
hands-on, “blusukan” (an untranslatable 
Javanese word which more or less means 
“going deep into less desirable places”) 
leadership style; he would often make visits 
to local—often also poor—regions to di-

d like to think that I have out-
grown my once-beloved fairy tale 
books. I’ve become quite ardent 

in proclaiming that reality is now the only 
thing that I will sleep to—perhaps not be-
cause it is so beautiful and reassuring, as 
those children books usually are, but be-
cause it is just too much that I might as 
well ignore it at least for a few hours. How-
ever, if there’s one thing from those tales 
that I still like to cling to, it is the notion of 
the triumph of goodness over evil. In terms 
of clichéd-ness, that statement has already 
been mugged, robbed, shot, and beaten to 
death. We’ve gotten used to reading the ex-
traordinary tales of how those with power 
once again manage to oppress the people, 
how an irrational war has once again been 
waged, how pressing issues have once again 
been safely swept under the rug. Whatever 
triumph it is, it still seems very far off. But 
I’m not encouraging you, dear reader, to 
lose hope; in fact, I’m going to share a bit 
about the latest presidential election in In-
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“Y In her series Stop Telling Women to 
Smile, Tatyana Fazlalizadeh culls key sen-
timents from conversations with different 
women and pairs them with hand drawn 
portraits, the idea being to give the subject 
the opportunity to speak to catcallers in a 
way that is both direct and elusive. For her 
friends, Fazlalizadeh pastes the posters in 
their neighborhoods, allowing for recla-
mation of power in the spaces where the 
harassment happens. Commonly misfiled 
under “compliment,” a catcall is a manifes-
tation of male entitlement that limits safe 
spaces due to the inherent threat of verbal, 
physical and even fatal violence.

For most women, the anger gets pushed 
down just below the surface in the interest 
of self-preservation. What the posters pro-
vide is unspoken validation of the thoughts 

we have but are unable to express in the 
moment or even among others who might 
dismiss such feelings as an overreaction. 
Fazlalizadeh credits iHollaback and Stop 
Street Harassment, both .org websites, in 
helping put a word to what she had been 
experiencing for years living in Philadel-
phia and New York. Both organizations 
compile data and aim to challenge public 
opinion through education with heavy reli-
ance on personal testimony. The point be-
ing to give women a chance to speak on 
an issue that affects them without inter-
ruptions from the tone deaf who assert that 
objectification is the same as flattery.

While safety is the primary concern, it 
is dishearteningly often that we only find 
the climate for productive discussion once 
someone has already been hurt. In Septem-

ou can keep your thoughts 
on my body to yourself,” she 
asserts, staring out from a 

wheatgrass poster along the Ave. 
The response, written in black ballpoint 

pen, is “Grow up.” Succinct and dismissive, 
the two-dimensional exchange is an echo 
of the larger dissonance surrounding the 
methods women take to combat and air 
their grievances with sexism and its day 
to day manifestations like street harass-
ment.  What person scrawling across the 
poster does not realize is that the control 
of your person and how it is perceived is an 
important part of growing older with as-
suredness. With growth comes the lesson 
and realization that there are people who 
will try to either take your agency away or 
force their wants onto you.

rectly talk about economic problems with 
the people. His run as the mayor of Solo 
resulted in a lot of infrastructural devel-
opments, including the implementation 
of an all-resident healthcare program; his 
election as the mayor of Jakarta had also 
produced similarly progressive results. 
His radically people-oriented approach to 
problems seemed to be what the people, 
especially the lower class, and Indonesian 
politics needed. A widely publicized exam-
ple is his visit to Pluit Dam, a slum area in 
North Jakarta, where he held more or less 
20 meetings with different groups of resi-
dents to explain his eviction plan and his 
solution to it. And this kind of approach 
proved to be extremely popular, even in in-
ternational political sphere; in 2014, he was 
listed by Fortune as one of  “The World’s 
50 Greatest Leaders.”

Take for example, the enthusiasm for 
Jokowi shared by the Indonesian students 
in our college. Although he did not par-

ticipate in the election due to some bureau-
cratic matter, Kevin Hartanto, a sopho-
more and a native from Jakarta, is certain 
that he would have voted for Jokowi. He 
pointed towards Jokowi’s 2-year run as the 
governor of Jakarta as an example of his 
leadership ability. “He understands what 
the people are struggling with right now,” 
he adds. Belinda Lieviant, another student 
from Indonesia, is disturbed by Prabowo’s 
alleged racism towards the Chinese-Indo-
nesian community. Indeed, the majority 
of victims in the 1998 riots were Indone-
sians of Chinese descent. Michelle Anto-
nio, another native from Jakarta, notes that 
Jakarta became noticeably more organized 
when Jokowi assumed his position as gov-
ernor, and she has high hopes for him in 
the future. “I hope he’ll be able to stop the 
widespread corruption in the government. 
Maybe not in a short time, but I hope at 
least he will change that.”

In a fairy tale, these would be the words 

with which I would conclude my brief re-
port: “Then the People of Indonesia con-
tinued to live happily ever after, under per-
fect justice and unblemished democracy.” 
But we know that history doesn’t just end, 
and things in Indonesia have recently taken 
a shadier turn. Our House of Representa-
tives just passed a bill which, when enact-
ed, would strip the people off their right 
to directly elect their mayors and regional 
district leaders. So far, our incumbent pres-
ident, Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono, is the 
one bearing the bulk of the backlash, but, 
as in any act of major proportion, I sincere-
ly refuse to believe that only one individual 
is responsible. Jokowi has condemned this 
move, but I think he knows that it’s going 
to demand more from him—and from all 
of the people—than just vocal dissent. As 
a very wise man more or less put it once: 
democracy is a fickle bird. It’s not going to 
stick around if we’re not planning to keep 
it.  -RP

Monet Harris

Girls Talk Back
Forums for Reestablishing Agency
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ber 2014, TMZ posted surveillance foot-
age of NFL player Ray Rice assaulting his 
now wife Janay. Filling in the gaps left by 
a shorter and choppier clip leaked previ-
ously, the time stamp winds down on her 
unconscious body being dragged from a 
hotel elevator. 

The response on Twitter was torrential 
and divided with many demonstrating a 
lack of understanding regarding domes-
tic violence and the power dynamics that 
make it hard for victims to leave their abu-
sive partners. To counter the insensitivity 

and ignorance, writer Beverly Gooden cre-
ated the hashtag #whyistayed and survivors 
of domestic violence used the trending 
topic to share their stories. Speaking to the 
Huffington Post, Gooden emphasized the 
importance of community in providing a 
safe platform for survivors and the oppor-
tunity for other women to comment and 
share experiences. Collected in a constant 
stream, the hashtag provided an easy way 
for users to exercise agency and contribute 
to a conversation where they would have 
gone unheard otherwise.

More content-based than Twitter, Tum-
blr is a blogging platform that allows users 
to build their own from pieces pulled other 
blogs. Many young women and girls follow 
each other based on shared interests and 
it allows for exposure to new ideas as they 
post and re-blog over time. There is a post 
going around making (humorous) light of 
a girl who joins thinking she will just post 
nice pictures only to be indoctrinated in 
militant feminism. A hyperbolic example, 
it does reflect the transition toward aware-
ness created by this kind of open forum. 
Where the academic devaluing of female 
work made it difficult to access content in 
the past, the internet has made art and lit-
erature widely available and this vast his-
tory changes hands with a mix of praise 
and reevaluation as intersectional issues are 

brought into account. Education reshapes 
perspective, and when the time comes for 
a friend or family member to confide abuse 
or a stranger to make a comment that does 
not sit well, the learned woman will be able 
to respond from a position of empathy 
when needed, but empowerment above all.

However, as is the nature of public fo-
rum, the loudest voices come through 
clearest. Twitter and Tumblr are particu-
larly prone to this trap, where the conver-
sation can veer into dog piling and conde-
scension which trivializes the discussion 
and alienates some onlookers. Women’s 
issues are still incredibly divisive and even 
the most sensitive subjects can get overrun 
with victim blaming and derailing, which 
necessitate mobilization of methods of dis-
course such as #whyistayed.  

What needs to change is our inability to 
sustain solidarity in everyday occurrences 
and not just in the wake of headline news. 
Safety and autonomy are valid needs for 
everyone but women are often put in the 
position of having to ask. That condition 
being bad enough, we should not face in-
quisition or be spoken over when we know 
our issues best. Internet communities are 
becoming bonding grounds for women 
and girls to not only connect but unite in 
ways that empower on a regular basis and 
reshape culture every day.  -MH

n October 9 2014, Malala Yousafzai, a young Paki-
stani woman, was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for 
her commitment to advocating for accessible education 

for children, especially girls. Malala is the youngest person that 
has ever received this honorable prize and is a quintessential role 
model for many young people around the world who seek per-
sonal empowerment in the fight against injustice. 

Malala lived and studied in Swat Valley, a province in north-
west Pakistan. However, in 2007 Swat was occupied by the Islamic 
fundamentalist and nationalist movement, the Taliban. By 2009 

O
Anggie Tamayo

I am Malala, Are You?
Young Woman Serves as Role Model for Us All
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the Taliban issued an edict to ban all girls from going to school, 
threatening and intimidating those who dare to contradict the 
mandate. Since then around 200 schools have been shut down and 
destroyed. In the documentary Class Dismissed: Malala’s Story, 
Malala was quoted giving a empowered and fiery response to the 
Taliban’s rule: “They cannot stop me, I will get my education at 
home, school, or any place.” 

Unfortunately, this is not a story unique to Pakistan (Swat Val-
ley) and Malala. Similar to her story, there are millions of children 
around the world who have suffered the same fate, who have been 
deprived of this fundamental right. According to a 2013 Unit-
ed Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO) report, 31 million girls of primary school age not at-
tending school, and 17 million are never expected to enter school. 
It also stated that two thirds of the worlds 774 million illiterate 
people are female. 

In the Universal Declaration of the Rights of a Child adopted 
by the Unite Nations general assembly, children should enjoy the 
benefits of social security, and be provided with the proper op-
portunities and facilities to help them develop physically, mentally, 
morally, spiritually and socially in a healthy and normal manner in 
conditions of freedom and dignity. 

During her speech in the United Nations Youth Assembly Ma-
lala raised her voice to talk about the right for education. She 
stated that those who promote war and oppression are afraid of 
the big power of education for equality and social justice.

“Let us pick up our books and our pens, they are the most pow-

erful weapons” Malala said, “One child, one teacher, one book and 
one pen can change the world. Education is the only solution. 
Education first.”

This young woman and her courage is awe-inspiring. Despite 
the Taliban’s murder attempt on October 9th 2012, where she suf-
fered a gunshot wound to the head, she stands up fearlessly and 
is determined to continue speaking up for the basic human right 
of education.

Here in Washington State we aren’t without our share of prob-
lems requiring social and economic justice for children. A 2014 
report by the Childrens Defense Fund stated that nearly 1 in 5 
(288,147) children in the State live below the federal poverty line. 
Out of these children a disportionate amount are people of col-
or, and only two fifths of three and four year olds were enrolled 
in public or private preschools. The Washington State Supreme 
Court recently ruled that the State Government has been damag-
ingly underfunding basic education, and that it must fully fund 
K-12 public schooling and raise more tax revenue to meet that 
minimum. There is a fight to be won at home, one that Malala 
would certainly stand behind.

“I am Malala.” This was the slogan used by the United Nations 
special Envoy for Global Education Gordon Brown in a cam-
paign for compulsory, worldwide, free education. By saying “I am 
Malala” it means, “I have the power, strength and courage to fight 
back for education.” It means a deep commitment to social justice 
and basic human rights. For those reasons, I am Malala. Are you?

-AT

room house with a current rent of $140 a 
month will have a rent of more than double 
that the second year and by year six the rent 
will be $720.

By dramatically increasing the rent on 
low-income residents, SHA hopes to “in-
centivize” higher-wage jobs and departures 
from public housing.  In defending the 
plan, SHA Executive Director Andrew 
Lofton told the Seattle Met, “The problem 
that we’re facing is we have declining re-
sources to serve our population.”

SHA says that Stepping Forward is 

needed to free up public housing units for 
thousands of people on waiting lists. 

While declining resources and crowded 
waiting lists are problems that require so-
lutions, Stepping Forward is not that so-
lution. The plan has the potential to make 
thousands of low-income families home-
less.

Stepping Forward assumes that residents 
whom it deems  “workable adults” will find 
high-wage jobs (jobs that pay more than 
$21/hour) within a limited time frame.  
Working class jobs with such wages are 

espite massive public outcry, 
the Seattle Housing Authority 
(SHA) says it will proceed with 

its “Stepping Forward” plan which will 
substantially raise rents for low-income 
residents in affordable housing.

If implemented, SHA will no longer as-
sess rent for low-income residents based on 
their income but rather on the size of their 
unit and the length of their occupancy in 
public housing. All current residents will 
see their monthly rent increase annually for 
the next six years. For example, a one bed-

Mohamed Adan

Stepping Forward is a Step Backward
Why Seattle Housing Authority’s Plan Won’t Help Anyone
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hard to come by, and this is especially true 
for the populations SHA serves—people 
of color, immigrants and refugees, female-
headed households. What will happen to 
residents who can’t find these jobs and pay 
the new rents? SHA has not been very 
clear about this. 

Tenants have resoundingly opposed 
Stepping Forward. In public comment 
meetings held by SHA, hundreds came out 
to express their frustration with the plan’s 
lack of foresight and negative assumptions 
about them. They told Lofton and other 
SHA executives that they, despite popular 
stereotypes, work hard to find good jobs 
and raise their station in life, but that they 
still struggle meet their basic needs. Com-
munity and civic groups have also rejected 
the plan, including the Immigrant and 
Refugee Advisory Board of which I am a 
member. 

In a letter to SHA Executive Direc-
tor Andrew Lofton, Mayor Murray also 
voices opposition to the plan. He writes, “I 
strongly encourage SHA to take a deeper 
look at how to mitigate the disproportion-
ate impact [on disadvantaged groups] as 
well as to refine the ultimate goal of the 
Stepping Forward proposal.“ 

In a protest at City Hall on Friday, more 
than a hundred tenants marched through 
council chambers and to the mayor’s office 
urging the City’s leaders to take a stronger 
stance against Stepping Forward. Mayor 
Murray was particularly urged to use his 
power of appointment over the Seattle 
Housing Authority Board of Commission-
ers, which currently has four vacancies, to 
halt the plan. 

If Stepping Forward is implemented 
thousands of low income residents will ei-
ther lose their homes or be forced to move 
from the city. Although Stepping Forward 
has “training and support” components, its 
dramatic rent escalations, which for some 
families will reach 400%, and the limited 
number of high-wage jobs in the city, will 
make it so that it will be a loss for low in-
come residents if it is adopted. 

-MA

art still relevant in the Internet Age?  It is indeed, at least judging by the enthu-
siastic online response that fueled the Frye Art Museum’s new #SocialMedium 
exhibit.  The exhibit uses social media to reignite passion for art, resulting in a 

delightful juxtaposition of the classic and the modern. The Frye Art Museum is a non-
profit establishment based on the collection of Charles and Emma Frye.  Admission and 
parking are free, and the Capitol Hill location (at 704 Terry Avenue) is within walking 
distance of Seattle Central College.   

The Frye initiated the exhibit this past August with polls on social media sites, allow-
ing art appreciators to vote for their favorite pieces from the permanent collection.  The 
votes and comments, both local and international, are featured in the exhibit alongside 
the top-scoring paintings.  The Frye website touts the new exhibit as embodying “the 
spirit of the ‘citizen curator.’” 

I stopped by the museum when the exhibit opened, curious to see a refreshed pre-
sentation of the familiar permanent collection .  I was greeted by a bright yellow gallery 
entrance featuring a reproduction of the iconic Charles Frye portrait with superimposed 
ALT hashtag, heart, and speech bubble symbols.  To the right, a wall was covered from 
floor to ceiling with internet usernames in tiny print.  

Inside, the familiar permanent-collection paintings were displayed in new glory.  Broad 
white-and-yellow walls added a modern whimsy, contrasting with the richly framed art-
work.  Instead of descriptions, the plaques beside the paintings listed vote tallies and a 
selection of comments from social media sites.  Anyone who frequents the museum can 
recognize many of the paintings. William-Adolphe Bouguereau’s Gardeuse de Moutons 
(The Shepherdess, 1881) made the cut, and stared glumly from her frame.  Across the 
gallery, Franz Xaver Winterhalter’s immense Susanna and the Elders (1866) showed 
Susanna startled from her bath.  

The comments ranged from contemplative to short and saucy.  “Strange,” quipped 
user tessashultz of Gustav Majer’s Stella (1889), which depicts a nude woman, flanked 
by waves, dreamily dangling a string of pearls above her head.  Such frank statements, 
coupled with detailed explorations of paintings’ meanings, showed that the public are 
worthy curators.

Toward the end of the exhibit, I found one of my favorite paintings, Adolf Schreyer’s 
The Burning Stable.  Wild-eyed horses strain to push through flaming stable walls, fro-
zen forever in hysteria.  The subject is haunting, but the painting is beautiful for its real-
ism and humanity. 

Reading the comments, I felt as if I could finally connect with other enthusiasts who 
share my views.  A comment by Anne Silberman says, “The terror and panic in these 
horses is overpowering,” and Colleen Maloney adds, “I want the horses to escape.”  But 
the last comment, by Leon Baham, put forth a new view I had never considered: “I love 
this painting for the hopeful blue around the edges.” Sure enough, the sky is clearing in 
the corners, a detail I would never have noticed on my own.  If you’ve never been to the 
Frye, #SocialMedium provides a taste of the permanent collection.  But the exhibit is 
also a must-see for frequent visitors, since it portrays the familiar artwork in an entirely 
new light.  So the next rainy day, stop by the Frye and relish the wealth of paintings that 
can be viewed for free right on Capitol Hill.  The Frye’s #SocialMedium exhibit lets you 
compare your views with those of online networking users worldwide, proving that a trip 
to the museum really can be social.  The #SocialMedium exhibit runs until January 4th. 

-MY 

I
Marisa Yamasaki

#SocialMedium
Exhibition Proves People Still Care About Art
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sage and the child. It can take you into the 
heart of a soldier, a lover, a mystic, a liberal, 
a reactionary, a parent, a child, an emperor, 
a serf, a dying soul, a soul waking up to life. 
In fact, in the introduction to the Pevear-
Volokhonsky translation—which I believe 
is the best in the market—Richard Pevear 
gives an excellent example. In a sentence 
describing children playing and asking 
their mother to join them, Tolstoy writes, 
“The children were riding to Moscow on 
chairs and invited her to go with them.” 
Tolstoy refuses to patronize the children 
and demean the value of their imagination. 
They are not written off as “pretending to 
ride to Moscow”; inside their imagination, 
they can do what they like. And we the 
readers, just like the mother, are invited to 
jump in.

 Some readers may be put off by its phi-
losophizing, but I would argue that it is 
as indispensable to Tolstoy’s vision of the 
whole book as the story itself. In a book 
peopled by characters which can be divided 
into historically “important” and “unim-
portant,” Tolstoy wants to show us that 
no such division exists. This is where the 
book plays its card as a “historical novel.” 
Through clean, careful reasoning, Tolstoy 
guides his readers through his analysis of 
historical evidence to demythologize his-
tory. He shows us that a French soldier in 
the war of 1812 was not under the rule of 
Napoleon as much as Napoleon was under 
the rule of something greater than him-
self: the accumulation of things he had no 
control over—the spirit of his army, the 
spirit of the enemy’s army, or even just the 
weather. With his sense of omniscience 
and self-assurance, Tolstoy takes us to sev-
eral historical battles to reveal what actu-
ally happened and debunk such concept as 
“the chain of command.” And in addition 
to that, you also get to meet the other side 
of Tolstoy: Tolstoy the writer of immersive 

battle scenes. I invite people who think 
they’ve read good descriptions of battle 
scenes to read how dramatically and effec-
tively Tolstoy handles them.

This concept of interrelatedness is also 
reflected in the social parts of the book (I 
like to call them the “Peace” parts). In a way, 
the interwoven lives of the characters also 
act as an illustration of how dependent on 
one another even the strongest among us 
actually are. In the final section of the book, 
Tolstoy expands this socio-historical phe-
nomenon and extrapolates it on the ques-
tion of freedom and dependence. If you 
have ever found yourself caught between 
the dilemma of free will and determinism, 
you might want to check out Tolstoy’s take 
on it.

So now I turn my self-directed question 
to you: “Why should you read something 
this long?” I cannot tell you that it is the 
greatest book ever written; that would im-
ply that I fully comprehend Tolstoy’s vision, 
which I do not. But I can tell you that this 
book is worth every single page. It is truly 
a suspended continuance of delight after 
delight, insight after insight. That someone 
could do that for 1,000-plus pages should 
really tell you something.  -RP

hy would you want to read 
something that long?” That 
wasn’t a question some 

half-impressed, half-suspicious acquain-
tance asked me; it was a question I asked 
myself after spending $20 on a sweet-
smelling, brand-new copy of Tolstoy’s 
beastly beauty. I am the kind of person who 
cannot give up on a book without feeling 
both guilty and insulted so at that time I 
knew that—like it or not—I was going to 
force myself to stick with War and Peace 
at least for a good portion of my summer. 
Either the ghost of some canonical writer 
convinced me to read it or I simply like big 
books and I cannot lie—I couldn’t remem-
ber why I decided to pick up this book in 
the first place. What I can remember is I 
am glad I did.

First of all, it is important to keep in 
mind that reading War and Peace requires 
an open-minded approach. Tolstoy himself 
shrank from any definite label: “It is not 
a novel, still less an epic poem, still less a 
historical chronicle.” But this means that 
Tolstoy really wants to do something im-
portant: to liberate both his book and its 
readers from any inhibitive expectations. 
That being said, just as Tolstoy takes his 
readers seriously, he wants them to take his 
book as seriously, too. You cannot read War 
and Peace while constantly checking how 
many people have liked your photo of it on 
Instagram. You either are reading it or you 
aren’t. The rewards of any great work of art 
come at the expense of commitment.

To those who think that the length of the 
book is absurd—I don’t think Tolstoy him-
self had a choice in that matter. To people 
a book with so many characters, both fic-
tional and historical, and to concoct out of 
them a mere 300-page book seems rather 
irresponsible—and impossible. However, 
Tolstoy makes the fullest use of his space; 
his prose has the ability to play both the 

“W
Reuven Pinnata

Snob Reads A Very Long Book, Brags:
A Review of War and Peace by Leo Tolstoy
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he soulful eyes of Sparky gaze out from a photograph on the wall beside Profes-
sor Lauren Yasuda’s office.  
The picture and the accompanying plaque honor the dog, who passed away in 

2008.  Professor Yasuda, who teaches Biology at Seattle Central College, found Sparky 
in his final years thanks to Old Dog Haven, a Western-Washington-based organization 
that connects aging dogs to loving homes.

When Professor Yasuda adopted Sparky eight years ago, she had never had a dog be-
fore, but she had always wanted a pet she could take on walks.  She discovered Sparky on 
Petfinder, an online site where Old Dog Haven and other animal shelters list adoptable 
pets. 

“I started looking for a nice, mellow dog that would be able to spend time at home or 
out with us,” she said.  “Eventually, I just came to the conclusion that an older dog would 
be a right fit.”

For dogs like Sparky, Old Dog Haven provides a chance for them to find a peaceful 
refuge after a long life.  According to the non-profit’s website, “[old dogs’] chances of 
adoption are almost zero” at shelters, due to age and medical problems.  Old Dog Haven 
gives special attention to these dogs through fostering and adoption programs that en-
sure a peaceful end of life.  The website states that “ODH’s mission is to give these dogs 
a loving family and good quality of life in their final months, years, weeks or even days.”

Since Old Dog Haven does not operate a shelter, the dogs live in foster homes until 
they are adopted.  Potential adopters can visit foster dogs and see firsthand how they 
interact with a foster family.  “The foster parent can tell you how the dog is in the envi-
ronment of a home,” Professor Yasuda said.  She also noted that Old Dog Haven covers 
foster dogs’ veterinary expenses, which may be high due to illness and advanced age.

Her current senior dog, a black lab mix named Jack, relaxes on a dog bed in her of-
fice.  When Jack accompanies Professor Yasuda to Seattle Central, they like to walk 
along Broadway, where Jack charms passersbys.  Professor Yasuda adopted Jack from Old 
Dog Haven soon after Sparky passed away at the recommendation of Old Dog Haven’s 
founder, and Jack has been part of her family ever since.

The most rewarding part about adopting a senior dog?  “How sweet they are, how 
much they love you…all the animal cares about are simple things…  [Owning a pet] is a 
very rewarding part of life,” Professor Yasuda said, smiling down at Jack, who looked up 
from his dog bed as if he knew he was the subject of our conversation.

Besides adopting dogs, Professor Yasuda attends Old Dog Haven fundraisers, and 
hopes to become more involved through volunteering in the future.  Those interested in 
helping Old Dog Haven can donate or attend a fundraiser, like the Walk for Old Dogs.  
Professor Yasuda stresses Old Dog Haven’s need for foster homes to care for dogs until 
they are adopted permanently.  Information about fostering and adoption programs can 
be found on Old Dog Haven’s website, http://olddoghaven.org/ .  Professor Yasuda also 
recommends Petfinder to people looking to adopt an animal, young or old. 

Old Dog Haven gives a second chance to dogs who are overlooked because of their 
age.  Adopters looking for a gentle pet can give sanctuary to dogs who only want simple 
and comfortable final years.  Just ask Jack, whose calm contentedness shows he is happy 
in his permanent home.  WC 588  -MY

tudents must have initia-
tive; they should not be mere 
imitators. They must learn to 

think and act for themselves and be free.” 
– Cesar Chavez

It takes something special to get a one-
person show to be good, there isn’t a set on 
stage, there aren’t any fellow cast members 
to react to, it’s just you and a microphone.

Written by Rachel Atkins and per-
formed by Yolanda Suarez, “La Causa” 
definitely has that something special. Su-
arez, the daughter of migrant workers her-
self, gives a passionate performance. Set in 
the late 1960’s, “La Causa” covers the civil 
rights movement led by Cesar Chavez to 
get migrant farm workers treated fairly. 

Held at the Broadway Performance Hall 
on Friday, October 10th, Suarez treated the 
audience to an exemplary monologue show, 
managing to turn a minimalist enactment 
into an emotionally captivating piece of 
art. The piece was put together by Living 
Voices, a theatre organization who “creates 
dynamic interactive multi-media perfor-
mances to bring life to history.”

“The cause I’m going to be talking about 
today,” said Suarez. “Is the movement 
spearheaded by Cesar Chavez in the 1960’s, 
which was the Migrant Farmer movement 
fighting for economic justice.”

But she made clear; the problems facing 
migrant workers aren’t something of the 
past.

“In the state of Washington alone, the 
agricultural industry is a $40 billion indus-
try. The fruit and vegetables that have to be 
harvested in this industry, about 95% has 
to be harvested by men, women and yes 
sometimes children. We are talking about 
people who are not only helping to feed 
their families, but ours as well. “

“It is amazing to me that migrant farm 
workers touch our lives every single day 

“S
Marisa Yamasaki

A Peaceful Refuge 
After a Long Life
Old Dog Haven Gives New Hope to Aging Canines

T
Oscar Willis-Stephens

Living Voices, 
Living Struggles
Monologue depicts the 
plight of agricultural workers
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when we sit down for a meal.”
The play follows the story of Marta Her-

nandez, who speaks to the audience about 
her and her family’s involvement in the 
farm workers movement by Cesar Chavez.

Marta describes her life journey, starting 
with her poverty-stricken family moving 
to California to work in the fields pick-
ing fruit and vegetables. With her father, 
mother, and twin brother Ruben, the fam-
ily deals with the back breaking day-to-day 
life of harvesting. They work for virtually 
no money, with no benefits or help when 
the job cripples them. 

This existence is only made worse when 
combined with the callousness and preju-
dicial attitudes that Marta and her family 
face. While the continuous backbreaking 
labour takes its toll, they are also in close 
proximity to deadly pesticides. Sometimes, 
she says, the pesticides are even sprayed 
while the workers picked the fruit.

At this point, real imagery of farm work-
ers attempting to rub the poisonous pes-
ticides from their skin flashed across the 
screen. A sobering moment for those in 
attendance.

Marta’s life changes forever when a Mr. 
Cesar Chavez appears and recruits Marta 
and her family to help him spread his peace-
ful message regarding the unfair treatment 
of migrant workers. Marta’s journey takes 

her across the country to Philadelphia, 
where she works as a reporter for Chavez’s 
newspaper (the ironically titled “El Mac-
riado” or “Spoiled Brat”). Working with a 
team of women, the organization manages 
to get California grapes (deemed immoral 
due to the poor working conditions they’re 
harvested in) excluded from almost all the 
major stores, and to make the slogan “Ban 
California Grapes” to be seen nationwide.

Yolanda Suarez acted as Marta with 
energy and enthusiasm shining through. 
Armed only with a microphone, and a pro-
jection screen showing real footage of the 
events described behind her, Suarez’s per-
formance was key to the material.

Impressively, Suarez’s passion for her 
material doesn’t end when the performance 
does. 

Once the monologue was delivered, she 
turned to the audience to answer questions 
or answer comments, her face lighting up 
whenever she recognized that she truly ed-
ucated someone. Her passion got put into 
context when she revealed why she is so 
emotionally involved in the project.

“I’m first generation,” Suarez said. “Both 
of my parents are from Mexico and we 
grew up picking apples, walnuts, strawber-
ries… we picked everything! Having wit-
nessed it and experienced it, [I know] it is 
very, very difficult work. And the work that 

Cesar Chavez has done, the people in the 
movement and for everyone involved has 
gotten us to a point that we can recognize 
that migrant workers are a legitimate and 
important workforce here in the United 
States.” 

She says that our actions can say some-
thing about us, even when we don’t realize 
it.

“You make a choice and you are saying 
something when you buy an item,” Suarez 
said. “In this case, in fruits and vegetables, 
you are part of this complex agricultural 
system. If you learn about where your food 
comes from, it may make you reconsider 
what you’re putting in your body and who 
you’re giving your money to. I strongly en-
courage you to go to the UFW website to 
learn more about where your food comes 
from, because its so important to under-
stand that migrant workers to this very day 
are touching our lives.”

With Cesar Chavez’s work still very rel-
evant today, you can find more information 
on Cesar Chavez’s migrant farmer move-
ment and the current state of farm workers, 
by going to www.ufw.org.

To learn about these one-person shows 
that are performed across the nation, go to 
Living Voices website at www.livingvoices.
org.

-OWS
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f they ever rewrite the 10 command-
ments and it somehow gets to go to 
a committee, I’m putting forward 

one simple suggestion.

Put down the cell phone.

Bear in mind that I’m not necessar-
ily  specifying the person in the elevator 
(“Can you hear me now?”) or even the guy 
with the Bluetooth earpiece in driving his 
BMW shouting

“Yo Steve, I dunno if you know this but 
I totally got something in my ear brah! Ya, 
Ya totally! Gives me more freedom to sip 
some brewskis, ya know?”

 I’m talking about all of us.
After all, we’re all guilty of it, aren’t we?
You’re with your friends in a restaurant; 

you’re having a good time cracking wise 
when you stop to take a moment to breathe 
from your exhilarating conversation about 
fish to look around the restaurant. That’s 
when you see it. You realize in horror that 
there are at least three different tables with 
groups sitting on them in silence staring at 
their phones. 

Friends! Groups of people who have 
come out together are now ignoring each 
other so that they Snapchat someone who 
they haven’t come out with instead.

Crikey, you think. How disgraceful. 

Hold on though, Beth hasn’t said any-
thing in a while. David didn’t go into any 
more detail on if he prefers cod or salmon. 
You take a look and what do you know, 
you’re all staring down at a handheld 
screen and avoiding human interaction. 
It’s the physical ‘lol’ text, instead of letting 

those natural pauses we feel pressured to be 
doing something...anything… Next time 
you’re in an elevator watch just how fast 
everyone reaches for their pockets instead 
of just embracing the silence. 

Everyone knows that smartphones are 
great, that’s undeniable, I like to tweet 
while I’m on the toilet just as much as the 
next person. 

Genuinely losing human interaction? 
Not so cool. 

This isn’t just me either, I’m not making 
this up in order to fill copy space. No, this 
is legit stuff. Time Magazine did a study 
on how our lives are slowly becoming more 
and more mobile, specifically how reliant 
we’re getting on the small devices in our 
pockets.

According to Time’s poll:
- 84 percent said that they could not go a 

single day without their cell phones.
- 50 percent of Americans sleep with 

their phone next to them.
- That 50 percent contains more than 80 

percent of 18-24 year olds.
- 1 in 4 people check their phone every 

30 minutes.
- 1 in 5 people check their phone every 

10 minutes.
Another survey by Harris Interactive 

found that one in five people between 18 
and 34 used their smartphones during sex-
ual intercourse.

Another slightly less formal study con-
sisted of me walking over the street from 
campus to Panera (other overpriced coffee 
cafes are available) and counted the people 
in there. The results were staggering. A 
Wednesday morning with 23 people sitting 
inside, 18 of which were on their phones. 

Now math was never my strong suit, but 
I think we can all agree that is almost cer-
tainly a percentage. 

There is even a genuine expression for 
that anxious feeling you get when you’ve 
left your phone by the side of your bed in 
the morning as you struggled to get up and 
do your hair. It’s called Nomophobia. As in 
‘No-mo-phobia’. Look it up, it’s currently 
under review to see if it should be on the 
Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Men-
tal Disorders (DSM). 

Symptoms of nomophobia include: 
panic attacks, dizziness, trembling, sweat-
ing, chest pains and an overwhelming sense 
that you’re overreacting and being a bit sil-
ly. Only one of those is made up.

An early indication that you could have 
nomophobia in your future is if you’ve got 
the dreaded phantom phone vibration syn-
drome. That’s where you thought you felt 
your phone vibrate, but it didn’t.

Luckily, there is a proven cure to this ter-
rifying ailment. It’s simple enough, you text 
your friends, you say “I’ll meet you at the 
bar at 7 tonight.”

You put your phone in your pocket. You 
meet your friends. You talk to them.

Social media is very quickly starting to 
dominate our lives to a level beyond the 
morning commute. It’s fun, it’s informative 
and certainly shouldn’t be abandoned, but 
if being constantly connected to the rest of 
the world means losing connection with 
your own daily experiences then that’s a 
sacrifice that’s not quite worth making. 

So, try and turn the phone off when 
you’re interacting in-person with your fel-
low humans. The world’s bigger than that 
screen in the palm of your hand.

-OWS
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Thou Shalt Put Down Thy Cellphone
Unlearning Technological Addiction




