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EDITOR’S LETTER

Central Circuit is brought to you by:

hough often blatant, oppression in all forms can also 
be incredibly elusive and hard to point out. It hides in 
plain sight, often perpetuated by the most well intend-

ing and progressive and liberal of people. We live in a ‘post-racial’ 
society, where we ‘don’t see color’. Yet whites routinely ask non-
whites “no, where are you really from.” We don’t discriminate based 
on gender identity, but fail to think outside of the simplistic and 
constricting gender binary of male and female when building rest-
room facilities, leaving out those transitioning from one gender to 
the other or not identifying with any. 

Such racialized and constrictive gender binary thinking is ingrained 
and institutionalized in our society, be it through racial categories 
on application forms or the ‘male’ and ‘female’ bathrooms on our 
college campus. 

For those trapped by these frameworks and consequently margin-
alized, the status quo is stifling. Even those who have served in our 
military come out feeling ostracised, and left to suffer alone.

Seattle as a city and community likes to think of itself as being a 
liberal bastion, a staunch defender of and advocate for social and 
economic justice. And many people here fulfill that role. Over the 
past two weeks daily protests have occurred in Seattle in response 
to the grand jury rulings not to indict the officers responsible for 
killing black males Michael Brown and Eric Garner, as well as the 
recent police shooting of 12 year-old black male Tamir Rice, who 
was killed for holding a toy gun. 

Yet beneath that facade lies the same oppressive systems that op-
erate more openly across the nation. The response, for the most 
part, from mainstream Seattle has been reactionary and dismissive, 
with people decrying the protesters for interrupting the Westlake 

T Center tree lighting on Black Friday, for inconveniencing holiday 
shoppers in their ritualistic routines of materialistic indulgence. 
Seattle Police Department’s Public Information Officer Sean 
Whitcomb told the Capitol Hill Seattle Blog that SPD has an 
equal obligation to ensure “everybody’s rights,” lumping in human 
rights together with compulsive consumption.

The status quo is to be maintained - no matter what - even at the 
expense of justice for black lives lost to police violence and a col-
lective acknowledgement that racism is alive and well in America 
- particularly in Seattle where gentrification continues to fierce-
ly segregate the city and income disparities between whites and 
blacks are quickly widening. 

Such skewed priorities are incredibly alarming and disconcerting. 
But they also illustrate the importance of recognizing implicit op-
pression in places where you would least expect it. 

That’s where you come in. And while instances of oppression such 
as casual racial stereotyping, or the existence of strict gender bi-
nary bathrooms may seem small and insignificant, it is such small 
social occurrences and institutional structures that all contribute 
to broader issues of racially fueled police killings and high suicide 
rates among transgender and genderqueer individuals.

Don’t stand on the sidelines.

In this issue our staff brings you coverage of the ongoing #black-
livesmatter protests (p. 6 & p. 7), a look into bringing gender neu-
tral bathrooms to campus (p. 8), voices from student veterans (p. 
), a history of political activism at SCC (p. 22), a run-down on of 
State tax code (p. 18), and an analysis of the push for standardized 
education in the U.S. (p. ).  - JK 
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Marisa Yamasaki,                                           Staff Writer

Daisy Sullivan          Staff Writer
Angie Tamayo,                                              Staff Writer
Oscar Stephens-Willis,                                 Staff Writer
Savannah Kennedy,                                       Staff Writer
Giuseppe Donadio,                              Graphic Designer
Christina Nguyen,                           Contributing Writer
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Seattle Ferguson Protests in Photos
By Josh Kelety & Jackson Quall

Photo 1: Protesters occupy Westlake Center, disrupting tree lighting ceremony and black Friday shopping. - Photo 2: Protesters march through 
Westlake Center, protester carries sign saying “hands up, don’t shop”. - Photo 3: The march descends escalators in Pacific Place Mall, chanting “black 
lives matter”. - Photo 4: Protester holds sign at Westlake Center. - Photo 5: The march waits to regroup at Pine over I-5. - Photo 6: Protesters kneel 
before police barricade with hands up. - Photo 7: Protester holds sign during November 24th protest over Ferguson grand jury ruling. - 
Photo 8: “Hands up, don’t shoot”. - Photo 9: Protesters kneel before police barricade at Born and Pike. - Photo 10: Protesters chant “black lives mat-
ter” at Broadway and Pine. - Photo 11: Girl watches march from car stuck in traffic on Pine.
Back cover: Protester stares down police at Broadway and Pike on night of Ferguson grand jury ruling (by Josh Kelety)
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Black Lives Matter
Ferguson Aftermath Hits Close To Home

Jackson Quall

MORE Injustice. NO BUSINESS AS USUAL. NO JUSTICE, 
NO PEACE.”

In contrast, according to the RCP’s website their goal is to “Fight 
the Power, and Transform the People, for Revolution,” with no ex-
plicit mentions of an anti-racist agenda. 

During the demonstration, cries of “Why are they lighting off fire-
works?” could be heard from some black activists. “It’s like they’re 
celebrating! We’re supposed to be mourning here.”
Bryant wanted to make clear that “[she thinks] white allyship is 
important as long as violence against black folks is centralized. And 
it’s not used for a competing agenda. Allyship, not opportunism.”

Since the original Ferguson Grand Jury ruling, numerous other in-
stances of police violence have influenced the national discourse, 
resulting in almost daily protests in marches. 

In Cleveland, OH, Tamir Rice, a 12 year old black boy, was shot 
dead on November 22 by police officers responding to him holding 
a BB gun in a playground. 

In Phoenix, AZ, a police officer killed, Rumain Brisbon, a 34 year 
old unarmed black man when he reached in his pocket for prescrip-
tion pills on December 2. 

Additionally, a Grand Jury declined to indict NYC police officer 
Daniel Pantaleo, in the death of Eric Garner - another black male 
- via a chokehold, an incident which was all captured on video by 
a bystander. The decision came just a week after a Grand Jury con-
cluded not to indict Darren Wilson. 

Though SPD has already been considering implementing police 
body cameras, in wake of recent events, Seattle City Council Mem-
ber Bruce Harrell has called for full implementation by 2016.

With racism and police brutality now at the forefront of the na-
tional discourse, protests and Seattle and across the nation show no 
sign of abating.

“People in power don’t think racism is a problem, but the next gen-
eration does,” said a protester at a Ferguson solidarity rally at Uni-
versity Village shopping mall earlier this week.

If you’d like to get involved, look up the “Justice for Mike Brown - 
Seattle” Facebook page.  - JQ

hants of “No justice, no peace,” “Shut it down!” and “Black 
lives matter!” could be heard for blocks around. 
On November 24th, a St. Louis County grand jury de-

clined to indict officer Darren Wilson for firing six shots in the 
confrontation that killed Michael Brown last summer in Ferguson, 
Mo. 

That same evening a group of around 50 people started to gath-
er outside the main building of SCC to protest the grand jury’s 
decision.  Signs read: “Justice For Mike Brown. Jail Killer Cops?” 
“#BlackLivesMatter” “We Stand With Ferguson”  “Am I Next?”

Since then protests in Seattle and nationwide have occurred on a 
daily basis.

The whole situation was put on edge by the constant silent presence 
of the SPD bike fleet, which always had the group surrounded. At 
more recent rallies protesters and The Stranger magazine has called 
out SPD’s alleged use of plain clothes officers to infiltrate activist 
circles.

The protests have also featured a tense melting pot of competing 
political interests. There were at least three unique groups present 
for all the demonstrations that this reporter was involved in. People 
were present to mourn Michael Brown’s death while lambasting 
police brutality. There were followers of the Revolutionary Com-
munist Party, USA (RCP) and black bloc anarchists, who have been 
causing the majority of property damage at these rallies. During the 
tree lighting shut down at Westlake Center on Black Friday, black 
protesters could be seen confronting anarchists attempting to dam-
age store fronts.

Everyone has been coming out to support Mike Brown but each 
group had their own explicit political agenda that could be heard 
being voiced throughout all the demonstrations. 

“It seemed like there are a lot of conflicting interests going on here,” 
said Bianca Bryant, a (by her own description) mixed black pro-
tester present at several of the demonstrations since the Nov 24th 
decision. “I think the ACAB [all cops are bastards] people and the 
anarchists really are distracting from the real reason why we are all 
here.”

According to the “Justice For Mike Brown - Seattle” Facebook 
page, the point of the demonstrations are to “Demand Justice for 
Mike Brown and other victims of police brutality. WE SAY NO 

C
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ast summer, Capitol Hill saw an alarming spike in crime, 
ranging from robberies and armed robberies to assaults 
and LGBTQ related hate crimes. Seattle was ranked third 

in the nation for LGBTQ hate crimes in 2013 and this past August 
unfortunately gained the ranking of being this year’s peak month 
for robberies.

Michael Wells, executive director of the Capitol Hill Chamber of 
Commerce, weighed in on the factors behind the Hill being a rob-
bery target: “We have lots of people out on the streets,” said Wells. 
“Lots of people who have been drinking. Lots of people who are 
working late in bars. Lots of people who are walking home with 
cash in their pockets.” 

Seattle Police Department Chief O’Toole announced late this past 
summer that “SPD gang unit personnel will be active in Pike/
Pine and around Cal Anderson to help root out reported issues 
with groups of young males preying upon patrons and staff of lo-
cal nightlife establishments in the overnight hours around Capitol 
Hill.”  Over the last few months officers have also been working on 
what they call “short term enhancement” which is simply having 
more officers out on foot on weekend nights.

“They’ve started increasing the amount of officers on bikes and on 
foot,” stated student Noah Goodwin. “I believe just being able to see 
a police officer physically standing there helps people to feel safe.”

Capitol Hill was once considered the safe haven for Seattle’s LG-
BTQ community, but there has been a significant rise in sexuality 
related hate crimes as of late in the area. A few weeks ago, students 
were alarmed to hear about a disturbing incident where a man was 
harassed and taunted with gay slurs before being beaten so savagely 
that witnesses at first thought he may have been shot. No arrests 
were made, though SPD’s Bias Crimes unit is reviewing the case. 

“If violence like that is going on right outside of the school, then 
how am I supposed to feel safe?” asked student Michelle Ford. 
“Would you feel safe? Anything can happen to anyone—that’s why 
it’s so unsettling.”

Elman McClain,  Director of Public Safety at Seattle Central, wants 
students to know that they are protected here on campus. 

“We try to make it feel as safe as we can by having visibility, having 
officers out lets people know there is help nearby,” said McClain.
In fact, bike or ground patrol SPD officers come onto campus and 

do a quick walk through the building about once or twice a week 
just to check in, all part of the East Precinct’s efforts to increase 
visibility.

SCC has approximately 11 full and part-time officers on the main 
campus: two officers who work at the Vocational Institute on Jack-
son, and two part time officers that work in the Wood Tech Center 
at SCC. On any given day the school will have two or three officers 
out at a time, before 7:00 PM.  After seven, security transitions to 
one overnight officer and a supervisor.  Seattle Central now has 24-
hour and weekend coverage.

“I dont even think the police on campus have real authority, do 
they?” said another student who asked to remain anonymous. “They 
can’t arrest anyone, and criminal activity still takes place daily 
around and on campus, so why would I depend on them for help?”

To a degree, this is true. Campus security does not have the power 
to arrest anyone, but if they feel that the person is a threat to them-
selves or those around them, officers will detain them until city po-
lice can arrive to assess the situation. SCC now has a very good 
working relationship with emergency providers. Today we have 
open lines of communication that pave the way for a safer school 
environment.

Director McClain understands students concerns regarding this is-
sue, “There’s only so much security can do here. We are trying to 
work with student government and student groups to find ways to 
effectively get information out about personal safety. I believe in 
working with students and faculty face to face, I think it’s the best 
way to get everyone engaged. It’s just hard because often students 
aren’t interested until it’s too late and they have already been tar-
geted.”

Many faculty have also expressed their concern for the internation-
al population here at Seattle Central. The international students, 
many times, have nowhere to go when they get out of class so they 
either go back to their apartments or explore the area. Officers urge 
these students to remember that when they leave campus, it’s all 
about awareness and trusting your instinct. 

“That goes back all the way to when we were kids,” says McClain. 
We knew when something was wrong or when we were in trouble. 
As we grow older we kind of dispel that sense and say things like 
‘Oh that won’t happen to me’.  People need to remember to get back 
to the basics. If it doesn’t feel right don’t do it.” - SK

Crime and Safety on Capitol Hill
The Hill Sees Spike in Hate Crimes & Robberies

Savannah Kennedy

L
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n August, the town of Fayetteville, Arkansas passed an ordi-
nance forbidding businesses from violating the civil rights 
of residents. Among its clauses, the ordinance banned dis-

crimination based on gender identity. This would allow transgen-
der people in Fayetteville to use the bathroom corresponding to 
their gender identity without fear of [official] backlash.
 
Some folks weren’t too happy with the Fayetteville ordinance. 
One prominent detractor has been Arkansas resident and reality 
TV star, Michelle Duggar. Duggar, matriarch of TLC’s “19 kids 
& Counting” Is known to regularly incite anti-LGBT prejudices.  
Over the summer, she recorded a robocall to thousands of Fay-
etteville residents warning that “the safety of Northwest Arkansas 
women and children” was in grave danger because “males with 
past child predator convictions that claim they are female” would 
be allowed to use the bathroom.
 
Thousands of people have signed a petition demanding TLC can-
cel Dugger’s show, decrying what they see as bogus and transpho-
bic fear mongering. However, close to sixty thousand people have 
signed a counter-petition endorsing Duggar’s views and hailing 
her as a spokeswoman for “traditional values.”
 
In the United States, transgender and Genderqueer people face 
widespread discrimination in all areas of life.  A nationwide study 
conducted by the National Center for Transgender Equality and 
the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force revealed that 61% of 
transgender and Genderqueer people reported facing serious acts 
of discrimination that would have “a major impact on a person’s 
quality of life and ability to sustain themselves financially or emo-
tionally.” These included firings, evictions, denials of medical ser-
vice, and school bullying.

Public bathrooms are the scenes of the most hostile treatment 
of transgender and Genderqueer people.Other people using the 
bathrooms often react negatively to their non-conformity with 
the gender binary. In a study conducted in Washington D.C by 
the Williams Institute at the University of California, Los Ange-
les, 70% of transgender and Genderqueer people reported being 
verbally abused, harassed, or denied access when attempting to 
use public bathrooms. 9% reported being physically assaulted.

Because of the discomfort and lack of safety that public, gender-
specific bathrooms represent for transgender and Genderqueer 

people, colleges and universities across the country are adopt-
ing gender-neutral bathrooms. Gender-neutral bathrooms are 
typically lockable, single-stall units that provide transgender and 
Genderqueer students a safe place to use the bathroom.

At Seattle Central, the campus Queer Straight Alliance (QSA) 
has launched a campaign to bring more gender-neutral bath-
rooms to campus. Currently Seattle Central has only two gen-
der-neutral bathrooms, both adjacent to one another on the third 
floor of the Broadway Edison Building. However, many students 
and faculty do not know where these gender-neutral bathrooms 
are. This may have something to due with the fact that neither 
signage nor the school map indicate their location. 
 
Kelli Verity is a Seattle Central student who identifies as Gen-
derqueer. For the past year or so, Verity has struggled with gender 
dysphoria.
 
It’s this “really horrible thing,” Verity says. “You look in the mir-
ror, you see what you really are, but you don’t want to believe it…
because you can’t believe it, because everything you know about 
yourself, to your core, isn’t what you’re seeing. “
 
Verity prefers to use one of the two gender-neutral bathrooms, 
but many times they have been locked, unclean, or lacking es-
sentials like toilet paper and paper towels. This has forced Verity 
to use the women’s bathroom.

In the women’s bathroom, some students have reacted to Verity’s 
appearance with apparent shock and alarm.  
 
“It makes me feel awful. I don’t want to make other people scared, 
or feel uncomfortable, or feel intruded upon,” Verity says.
 
Zane Rapinan is the president of the QSA. Like Verity, Zane 
identifies as Genderqueer. This quarter Rapinan was enrolled 
in a two-credit physical conditioning class with instructor Kelli 
Murphy. Rapinan was not comfortable using the gender-specific 
locker rooms, and when informed of this Murphy was extremely 
accommodating and directed Rapinan to a men’s restroom that 
could be locked and used by transgender and Genderqueer stu-
dents.
 
However, this arrangement did not work out because other people 

A Safe Place for All
Seattle Central students organize for gender-neutral bathrooms.

Mohamed Adan

I
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ot everyone has served in the mili-
tary, nor does everyone have a vet-
eran friend or family member; as 

such not everyone can relate to the issues 
and struggles veterans face upon returning 
back from overseas. 

Seemingly, however, veteran voices often 
fall on deaf ears. 
 
The Student Veterans Association at SCC 
is an organization on campus that both cel-
ebrates and provides services for those who 
have served in the military, as well as holds 
events to bring said veterans together.
 
Issues veterans face when returning home 
are both multiple and substantial. From 
severe health 
issues to feel-
ings of intense 
u n c e r t a i n t y 
in life, it’s our 
duty to recog-
nize that these 
problems are 
very real to our student colleagues and can 
be helped.
 
The problems are not always unrelatable.
 
Many of us, for example, have had the feel-
ing of going somewhere new (coming to a 
new city for college, say) and felt that un-
pleasant experience of culture shock. Imag-
ine then, if that experience was not a one- 
way exclusive.
 
Rachel Hayes, the current Vet Corps Navi-
gator at Bellevue College, and the past 
President of SCC Veterans Association, 
considers coming home from service as a 
similar challenging experience.

 “Coming home is as much of a culture 
shock as heading off to basic training,” 
Hayes said. “When I got home (many 
years ago now) I tried to jump straight back 
into school and ‘get on’ with my life....[...]
I spent most of my first year back drink-
ing too much and engaging in other self-
destructive behaviors,” Hayes continued.
 
To think that people around us struggle 
isn’t pleasant. To think they’re suffering 
without attention or care is worse. Veterans 
feel their needs face an awareness problem 
at Seattle Central, which potentially leaves 
student veterans to suffer.
 
The SVA requires help in several forms, 
especially regarding attention and respect.

 
 “A lot can be 
done,” said 
M a t t h e w 
Perry, Veteran 
A s s o c i a t i o n 
Event Chair-
person. “From 

finding a better place for the Veterans 
Lounge and the Vet Corps Navigators 
office, to having more events held by the 
school (not by the veterans group), to sup-
porting the veterans that are at this school 
already.”

Statewide out of 34 Community Colleges, 
Seattle Central is one of 4 that allots veter-
ans their own room on campus. The room 
in question is located at the very back of 
the North Building.

Glen Mulkey, a 10-year Navy veteran and 
current Vet Corps navigator at SCC appre-
ciates the space, but feels that it’s not the 
complete answer.

Ignored for serving?
Veterans’ struggles are less than appreciated by student majority

Oscar Stephens-Willis

N

“Even if you disagree with the wars and 
the involvement,” Mulkey said. “Realize 

that for those of us that wore our uni-
forms with pride, all we wanted to do 

was come home.”

knocked aggressively on the locked door, 
making Rapinan feel very uncomfortable. 

In the twenty years she’s been teaching at 
Seattle Central, Murphy has had about ten 
transgender and Genderqueer students. 
This quarter she has three.

Murphy is hopeful that the college will in-
vest in more gender-neutral facilities , and 
provide better signage for existing ones.

“I want my transgender students to feel 
safe and respected,” Murphy says. 
 
When the Circuit reached out to the col-
lege for comment on the issue of gender-
neutral bathrooms, Director of Facilities 
Chuck  Davis emailed a statement read-
ing: “The President’s Cabinet is aware of 
the rising interest in providing better ac-
cess to single occupant restrooms designed 
for use by all genders.” 

The statement also said a bathroom in the 
MAC building was in the process of being 
“re-designated” as a “single occupant rest-
room intended for use by all genders,” and 
that the Facilities Operations and Man-
agement Advisory Committee (FOMAC) 
was preparing a report 
“outlining an estimate of costs for creating 
additional gender-neutral restrooms and 
to determine what if any relevant regula-
tions or code requirements exist.” 
 
Other colleges in the region have been 
hailed as exemplary for their gender-neu-
tral bathroom policies. Washington State 
University requires all extensively renovat-
ed buildings to include a gender-neutral 
space, and the University of Washington 
has invested in a plan to bring a gender-
neutral bathroom to every building in their 
Seattle campus. 
 
Both Rapinan and Verity said that they 
hope Seattle Central will also make gen-
der-neutral bathrooms a priority. For 
them, it is a matter of safety and inclusion.

No excuse is acceptable. 

- MA
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 “It’s amazing that we have our own space, 
and we’re very grateful for that,” Mulkey 
said. “But beyond that, we’re kind of the 
bastard children of student organizations.”
 
With many other organizations being cen-
tered around hobbies or cultural or racial 
demographics, the SVA is the biggest or-
ganization to be built around a life choice; 
something Mulkey feels results in a disin-
terest or lack of equal respect.
 
“We get the feeling from other clubs that 
we don’t count. That’s not true.  Being a 
veteran to us is as important as being proud 
of what country we’re from, our belief sys-
tems, our religions.“
 
“It’s a sense of not belonging.”
 
Even if we are cynical about the military 
and have contrasting opinions on their 
deployment in other countries, most 
can relate to the concept that home 
is where we ‘belong’, and where we 
should feel most welcome and cared 
for.
 
“Even if you disagree with the wars 
and the involvement,” Mulkey said. 
“Realize that for those of us that wore 
our uniforms with pride, all we want-
ed to do was come home.”
 
Having an association for veterans doesn’t 
mean other students have the responsibil-
ity to care removed from their shoulders. 
In fact, if nothing else, students should see 
the SVA as proof that the issue of veterans 
is something that should be cared about 
more.
 
“Beyond a couple of key faculty and staff, 
no one understand or cares about veteran’s 
issues,” Mulkey said. “Minority, women, 
religion and any other issue, sure.  There’s 
a lack of education and awareness about 
veterans in this school. Other groups are 
given time and attention, special recogni-
tion, support. We’re not.”
 
Veterans face problems that many of us in 
the campus community will never compre-
hend, simple change in habits or a moment 

of care can make the difference for a suf-
fering vet.
 
“School students can help by being more 
in tune with the needs of veterans,” Perry 
said. “Small things such as a cell phone go-
ing off in class may be a BIG problem for 
a veteran that has returned from combat in 
Iraq or Afghanistan (cell phones are used 
to detonate roadside bombs).”
 
One of the biggest and more common 
problems veterans face is Post Traumatic 
Stress Disorder. It’s an issue for many vets 
returning from combat. There are over 2.3 
million American veterans (at least 20%) 
of the Iraq and Afghanistan wars, and a 
further 2.6 million who fought in Vietnam 
who suffer with PTSD.
 
50% of those with PTSD do not seek 
treatment.

Tony Muething, SVA president worries 
that some student veterans suffer because 
they are simply unaware of the facilities 
that are available to them.
 
“The biggest hurdle I see is the lack of 
knowledge as to the resources available,” 
said Muething, SVA President. “Getting 
a list of student vets to organizations like 
the SVA would help to communicate the 
resources we have available to them.”
 
“Even our VA vet, Tony Diaz, is in a small 
office behind the financial aid office, not 
extremely accessible. So getting the word 
out as to what is available for vets is the 
biggest hurdle.”
 
“In addition to this making faculty aware 
of problems vets have in adapting to col-
lege life would go a long way,” Muething 
continued. “This is particularly true to the 

veterans who suffer from PTSD and expe-
rience a certain degree of social anxiety in a 
classroom setting.”
 
Various professors at Seattle Central have 
learnt over the years just how deep some 
PTSD issues can go, and how certain trig-
gers should be noted and respected.
 
Jeb Wyman, a professor at Seattle Central 
for around 20 years, spoke about some of 
the troubling effects PTSD has on veterans 
that he had witnessed first hand in class.
     
Wyman remembers a student veteran who 
requested that the orange cover of their 
course packet be changed to another color.
 
“For 15 months in Iraq he’d interrogated 
prisoners wearing bright orange jumpsuits, 
and the color now gives him deep anxiety,” 
Wyman said. “He was in Texas early after 

he got out, and a line of church kids 
in bright orange tee shirts pushed him 
over the edge.”
 
Mulkey himself has felt first-hand 
the lack of sensitivity by classmates 
and staff.
 
“I distinctly recall being asked by a 
running start senior during class last 

year how many people I’d seen killed,” said 
Mulkey. “The teacher and my classmates 
could not see the problem with this ques-
tion. That’s a big deal.”
 
This lack of sensitivity can be quickly and 
easily rectified with more understanding. 
Giving the veteran the understanding that 
you’re willing to listen and that you care can 
provide them with a much-needed outlet.
 
Regarding another veteran in class, Wyman 
was patient and allowed the student the 
opportunity to be open.
 
“I could tell he was a vet from clues,” 
Wyman said. “But I didn’t ask him about it, 
just gave him space. At the end of class, he 
opened up.  Big time. Stood in front of the 
class and told the story of the humvee hit 
by an IED, five guys dead, him alone alive.”
The least students can do is take a mo-

“Minority, women, religion and any 
other issue, sure.  There’s a lack of educa-

tion and awareness about veterans in this 
school. Other groups are given time and 
attention, special recognition, support.  

We’re not.”
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ment to consider this problem, and show 
respect those who are in need by being un-
derstanding and thoughtful. For those who 
feel inclined to do more, you can make the 
difference by personally make an appear-
ance and showing up to events and helping 
out.

I met with President Paul Killpatrick, and 
he agreed that as far as educating the cam-
pus students and faculty, saying that “We 
could a better job of educating campus, we 
as a college could do more.”   

One thing President Killpatrick has done 
in regards to veterans is setting up a Stand 
Down event in Seattle. Stand Down events 
are where veterans, specifically those who 
are homeless, can come and receive free 
services.

“Stand Down was started 3 years ago,” said 
President Killpatrick. “We started Stand 
Down and it really got a lot of support. We 
learn something new every year.”

“We have a 2 day event in December,” said 
President Killpatrick. “People can come 
and get haircuts, blankets and we have stu-
dent nurses who can check out veterans.” 

The Seattle Stand Down brings veterans 
together and supplies them with that sense 
of camaraderie that they potentially miss 
from active service. This year, the Seattle 
Stand Down is being held on the 11th 
and 12th of December. All student, staff 
and faculty can volunteer to help or donate 
funds at www.theseattlestanddown.org
 
At the end of the day, however, helping a 
veteran might just be less complicated than 
you think.
 
“Find organizations that strike a chord 
with you, and support them,” Mulkey said. 
“There are now vet’s groups for every walk 
of life, disaster relief, athletics, storytell-
ing, music… But even better, find a vet. 
Ask how you can help them.  Talk to them. 
Hear their stories, heed their wisdom.”
 
“That might be all they need.” 

- OSW

Black Coffee Co-Op Closes
Worker collective shuts doors after two years

Monet Harris

or two years, located at 501 E 
Pine St, Black Coffee Co-op 
provided a space that encouraged 

you to stay awhile with a zine and a plush 
library of independent, leftist, and radical 
literature, along with a host of live shows 
and community events. Now temporarily 
closed and looking for a permanent home, 
Scott Davis and the rest of the worker- 
owner collective hope to go forward find-
ing a balance between the needs of their 
community and the reality of running a 
business.
 
Made up of six people in total, Black 
Coffee is a worker collective defined 
by its adaptation of a horizontal, non-
hierarchical, management structure. No 
single member has absolute power or 
control and decisions must be run through 
with the approval of everyone involved. 
This same core also staffs the coffeehouse 
which absorbs the expenses of hiring em-
ployees and, in effect, creates an environ-
ment where people are enfranchised and 
engaged in business operations. A worthy 
model, the plan is to uphold it in the still 
undecided location albeit with consider-
ation for any work that might be picked 
up during the break in business.  

For a horizontal arrangement this creates 
a bump in relation to devotion and how 
much sway should be given to a person 
who puts more hours into the project 
versus someone who might need more 
space for their personal life. Davis says  
that understanding and empathy among 
the members keeps it from being a divisive 
issue, but they still want to go forward in 
a way that is “sustainable” for part-time 
involvement.
 
Set at the west end of bustling Capitol 

Hill, Pine Street was a unique opportunity 
for exposure with “…so many differ-
ent types of people showing up. Income, 
appearance, career, age,” says Davis. “We 
wanted to be welcoming to homeless 
persons or people who need a place to 
hang out.” 

With literature, community postings and 
zines more potent than anything available 
in your average magazine rack it created 
an opportunity for many unsuspecting 
visitors to learn and immerse themselves 
in left-wing content they would not have 
been exposed to otherwise. The diverse 
mix of people helped Black Coffee stand 
out in a neighborhood that is already 
boxed in by white hipster stereotypes and 
rapidly changing through tech-driven 
development. People were invited to come 
utilize the space and did so gladly know-
ing that they would not be made to feel 
like they had to buy anything. 

Overall happy to provide these services, 
the collective often found themselves feel-
ing overwhelmed by the volume of people 
coming through their doors. Beliefs of the 
cooperative aside, they were still operat-
ing within a capitalist system with $6,000 
coming due at every month. Having a 
clientele that patronizes but does not buy 
presents a problem because while you may 
be able to pay rent, other bills and ingre-
dients have to be taken care of before the 
worker owners take their pay from what is 
left of the money.
 
Upon learning this, some might be quick 
to peg the social aspect of the venture as 
idealistic and unsustainable but Davis 
asserts that the real estate was the biggest 
setback. When Black Coffee opened no 
one anticipated the changes to business 

F
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Oscar Stephens - Willis

KE-YAW!
Bruce Lee statue plans alive and kicking
Don’t be Kung-Fused, Bruce Lee went to school here

id you know that Bruce Lee has a 
Seattle connection?
 

He’s actually buried in the city, at Lake 
View Cemetery, just a few minutes drive 
from our campus. He used to run down 
Broadway for his morning workout. He 
went to the University of Washington 
where he met his wife, and he funded his 
education by teaching Martial Arts.
 
Recently, the Wing Luke museum opened 
a three-year exhibit on his life in Seattle, 
titled “Do You Know Bruce?” The exhibit 
features his gym equipment, other belong-
ings and his personal letters and writings.
 
Bruce Lee also, in fact, went to school at 
Seattle Central (back when it was Edison 
Technical School).
 
Such is the reasoning and inspiration be-
hind a movement by members of the Stu-
dent Leadership to have a statue erected of 
him outside the campus (specifically oppo-
site the Jimi Hendrix statue on Broadway).

 Max Shuman, Program Coordinator for 
Student Leadership at Seattle Central 
College is one of the main backers of the 
statue, and wrote the proposal for its cre-
ation.
 
Shannon Lee, Bruce’s daughter, has been 
contacted about the statue and has not only 
given her blessing, but has offered to pay 
for the project. The Lee family often ex-
presses a desire to see their father’s legacy 
preserved and his teachings continued.
 
President Paul Killpatrick is also behind it, 
and has expressed his desire to coordinate 
with the international district chancellor 
to discuss the real possibility of getting the 
statue erected.
 
So, keep an eye out, talks are soon to begin 
and soon we might be treated to a bronze 
statue of the greatest and most famous 
martial artist to have ever lived. 

- OSW

or else considerations would have been 
made, which is, in effect, part of what they 
are trying to do now in relocating. “Most 
of our customers who were living in the 
neighborhood when we moved in were no 
longer living there by the time we moved 
out,” he continues. The choice to leave 
was not just about survival, but looking 
forward into the next 5 or 10 years and 
trying to assure that they would still be 
able to operate in the city’s new landscape. 
“We made the decision perhaps slightly 
preemptively that if we see ourselves 
moving in that medium term window we 
wanted to move now.”
 
 Capitol Hill ranks alongside the Down-
town area and parts of Ballard as the 
most costly per square foot. “That wasn’t 
consistently true when [Black Coffee] 
moved in,” said Davis. But as buildings are 
gutted on every side and the old Bauhaus 
location becomes one of the most expen-
sive in the city it is clear that the search 
for the forever home will have to push 
out into more feasible locations. Having 
no shortage of receptive, malleable minds 
looking to kill time, the U-District is be-
ing looked at along with Pioneer Square. 
Accessibility is important for a project of 
this kind because we often find that inclu-
sive spaces are hard to find for people who 
do not know how to navigate a city or are 
without existing connections. Like the 
Capitol Hill location, these places are be-
ing considered for their proximity to bus 
lines and a social climate that will, ideally, 
allow for the coffeehouse to take root and 
expand in productive ways to service its 
community. 

The integrity and culture created in the 
space are what separates Black Coffee 
from the businesses that shutter without 
a fuss, so it was fitting that its last day 
should be a celebration and opportunity 
for its patrons to come together. “Politi-
cal, party, street, hood, rocker, crust punk, 
it don’t matter,” says Rashad, an MC and 
community advocate. “Everybody in there, 
this is the little pot.” 

- MH

D
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kind of atmosphere,” said Harvey, Cabinet-
making and Architectural Woodworking 
instructor and Faculty Coordinator. He ex-

plained that students spend a lot of time 
working together, “four days a week, six-
and-a-half hours a day,” but admitted that 
it’s not the only reason for their closeness. 

“There’s a kind of magic, if you will, that 
makes this place so fun to learn at.”

The students I spoke with agreed unani-
mously. “I love the community here,” said 
Billy Bounn, a student in the Carpentry 
program. “Even though we’re part of Se-
attle Central, we’re in our own building, so 
it feels like a small school [where] everyone 
knows each other.” As a first-quarter WTC 
student, Bounn is currently in the CORE 
class.

Students also praised the faculty. “They 
encourage you,” said Patty Lytle, a third-
quarter Cabinetmaking student. “But they 
don’t overwhelm you, which I think is a 
nice balance.” 

The WTC draws students from all back-
grounds. Some already hold college de-
grees, some are beginning a career change, 
and others are participating through the 
Continuing Education program. However, 
the diversity doesn’t keep students apart. 
“We are very close knit,” emphasized La-
her, a Marine Technology instructor. 

Cabinetmaking student Nina Laboy de-
scribed how woodworking has brought 
together generations in her family. “I’m re-
tired, and so I’m glad I am able to go into 
woodworking, because my father and my 
grandfather were woodworkers,” she said. 
“I’m hoping that I can make some chil-
dren’s furniture,” she added, wanting to 
share her craft with her grandchildren. 

his is an awesome program,” 
said Spike Lalka, describing 
the Wood Technology Cen-
ter of Seattle Central Col-

lege. The third-quarter cabinetmaking 
student gestured around the workshop, 
where other students were comparing 
plans and measuring materials. Aspiring 
woodworkers chatted over the hum of 
power saws, the air charged with positive 
activity.

Lalka is one of thea few students, just over 
one hundred in total, who study wood-
working at the Wood Technology Center 
(WTC) on 23rd Avenue. Offering one-of-
a-kind courses on a designated campus, the 
WTC shines on many fronts, from quality 
instruction by passionate faculty to a strong 
community.

Three programs make up the WTC: Cabi-
netmaking and Architectural Woodwork-
ing, Carpentry, and Marine Carpentry/

Boatbuilding. Students declare their course 
of study upon entering the WTC, but they 
do have the option to change programs. All 
students begin by taking a CORE class, in 
which they learn the basics of woodwork-
ing and equipment safety. 

I met with faculty members John Harvey, 
David Borgatti, Frank Mestemacher, Sam 
Laher, and Scott Higson, who discussed 
the programs and history of the Wood 
Technology Center.

The faculty emphasized a sense of commu-
nity at the WTC. “[There’s a] very familial 

Marisa Yamasaki

Supportive and Strong
The Wood Technology Center offers unique programs 
in the heart of Seattle

“T

Photo of: Marisa Yamasaki
“The Wood Technology Center, at 2310 S Lane St” 

“There’s a kind of magic, if you will, 
that makes this place so fun to learn at.” 
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The WTC has a long history in Seattle. 
According to the website, the boatbuilding 
program developed first, offering courses 
in 1936 as part of the Edison Techni-
cal School. During the next two decades, 
the program incorporated Carpentry and 
Cabinetmaking, moving to the current lo-
cation. The school was renamed the Wood 
Technology Center in 1994, and rebuilt in 
2012.

Today, the WTC is located at 2310 S. Lane 
St., in a modern facility featuring shops and 
offices. Student projects, from a sleek boat 
to elegant furniture, fill the lofty atrium. 

True to its roots, the WTC keeps giving 
back to Seattle. The carpentry program, 
for instance, has “done a lot of communi-
ty-service oriented projects,” Harvey said, 
mentioning sites ranging from Kubota 
Garden to The Food Bank @ St. Mary’s. 

The WTC is evolving to meet the future, 
embracing new technology and becom-
ing increasingly diverse. For example, 
more women are entering the programs. 
Woodworking is “no longer…just a man’s 
occupation,” said Harvey, explaining that 
about 30-35% of students in his classes are 
women.

Due to both its history and its growth, the 
Wood Technology Center is a treasure of 
Seattle. “What we do is fairly unique in 
this area,” Borgatti said. “The trade area we 
teach is pretty specific.” 

The WTC programs go beyond the typical 
classroom, teaching hands-on techniques 
and encouraging growth through collabo-
ration. “It’s really fun,” said Bounn. “Even 
on Mondays, the students look forward to 
going to school.” The excitement and en-
ergy of students in the shops more than 
confirmed his testimonial.

The Wood Technology Center teaches fu-
ture woodworkers fine craftsmanship in a 
supportive community. For more informa-
tion, visit the WTC website: http://www.
seattlecentral.edu/wp/woodtech/ 

- MA

f you are a transfer student planning to move on to a four-year institution, the 
process begins the very first day you start classes at Seattle Central College, and 
it can become a nightmare if you do not have an early plan to help you get into 

your preferred university. Luckily there are resources at your disposal. 
 

Looking for help?

You are not alone. One of Seattle Central’s priority functions is to serve as a stepping 
stone in the transfer student’s journey, The first and fastest place you can go it is the col-
lege web page; it has a comprehensive section about this topic which features hints and 
a very informative PDF handbook with a step-by-step process, as well as worksheets to 
help you hone in on a specific career path or university.
 
For in-person help, visit the College Transfer Center that is located on the first floor in 
BE 1113. In this office there are advisors to help guide you find the right school, explain 
the application process, go over your transfer degree requirements, and review personal 
statements. The Transfer Center also puts on related workshops, transfer fairs and events 
to meet with people who come directly from the universities. You can schedule an ap-
pointment or go during drop-in hours on Monday and Thursday, 1:00 to 4:00 pm, and 
Tuesday 9:00 am to 12:00 pm.

Anne Colpitts, one of the advisors from the College Transfer Center has been working 
here for more than year, and is always able to help students, such as giving feedback on 
college application personal statements.

“We usually read them for content. Is it clear? Is it hitting the most important things? 
Sometimes we will recommend students to expand [a] certain section, or maybe tell 
them, you need to talk more about your academic background, or talk about your time 
at Seattle Central, sometimes students skip that part, and it is good to  include that you 
have experience as a college student,” said Colpitts.
 

The secret of a strong candidate

One key to successfully transferring to a four-year college or university is planning. Col-
pitts said that once you are better informed and know the major you want to study, you 
should start planning your transfer date (what quarter you will start at a four-year col-
lege), especially if you are an international student who has to worry about visas and im-
migration.. Knowing your transfer date will also help you plan out your academic year at 
Seattle Central in order to complete your requirements before deadline. It will be easier 
if you know how many credits you have to take per quarter, when to take the TOEFL 
or SAT if needed, or do some extracurricular activities that will enhance your transcript.

“Having a good GPA is helpful, but students with a variety of GPA’s can usually find a 

Angie Tamayo Montero

Tips from the 
College Transfer Center
Be ready to submit a succesful application

I
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school that is right for them. A lot of uni-
versities like to see students who have been 
consistent and are well prepared, students 
who plan ahead and take the right classes,” 
said Colpitt.
 

Be like a detective, ask questions

One of the best recommendations Anne 
gives to students is to ask many ques-
tions and do not assume anything because 
the process varies on a case-by-case basis. 
Maybe you conclude that the college and 
major you are applying for doesn’t require 
higher level math, but when it comes time 
to transfer, guess what? You are still miss-
ing a few key classes. The point being, you 
must have a firm understanding of your 
own specific academic requirements so 
that you don’t waste time or precious tu-
ition funds.

“Be familiar with the (education) system,” 
said Colpitt. “It is very legitimate to have 
questions. We are happy to answer ques-
tions, and students should not feel silly if 
they find it confusing—we will try to make 
it clear,” she added.
 
So if you plan to transfer, take some time to 
go to the Transfer Center, ask many ques-
tions and go back if necessary. Once you 
know the steps and requirements you can 
plan your academic future. - ATM

Christina Nguyen

Crime Blotter
Campus Public Safety Log for November

10/22/14
Student’s items were stolen from the com-
puter lab on the third floor Computer Lab 
3148. Her bank card was used at the Atri-
um at 1:02 PM, then moments later at the 
Walgreens on Broadway.

10/24/14
A student reported they had their Iphone 5 
stolen from the library.

10/28/14
Student reported that her phone was stolen 
off her study table on the second floor of 
the BE building  by a suspect. The suspect 
used a magazine to conceal the phone and 
held it in his palm as he left the library.

11/3/14
Student claimed that a suspect stole a her 
phone and also took selfies on it. The stu-
dent was notified by her ICloud and the 
suspect admitted he had taken her phone 

after she confronted him.

11/13/14
A student reported that his wallet was sto-
len from his backpack while working out in 
the weight room. He noticed his wallet was 
missing after he finished working out. The 
wallet contained $2.00 cash, I.D., and his 
Japanese credit card.

10/25/14
Campus Public Safety received multiple 
reports of an intoxicated male threatening 
passersbys passing citizens on Seattle Cen-
tral’s property.  The manand who refused 
to leave upon request. The incident was re-
ported to SPD.

10/31/14
An intoxicated man damaged art work in 
the campus gallery.

- CN
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November 2014 General Election National Results

Lowest National Voter turnout since 1942

Election 1942Election 2014

National voter turnout: 36.3% Republicans now have majority control in 
the Senate and House of Representatives.

Senate

House of 
Representatives

Statewide Results:

53.97%

WA
State 
voter

turnout

Initiative 1351: Yes 50.93%
(directs the State Legislature to 
adequately fund K-12 education 
to reduce class sizes) 

Initiative 594: Yes 59.28%
(requires currently used 
criminal background checks 

sales and transfers)

Initiative 591: No 55.27%
(prohibits requiring background checks on gun receipts, 

Seattle Results:
Proposition A: Yes 30.98%
(raises salaries of childcare workers to $15/an hour)

Proposition B: Yes 69.02%

Citizen Petition 1: Yes 19.47%, No 80.53%
(Creation of a City Authority for Monorail Expansion)

Race for 43rd Legislative District 
(Capitol Hill, University District, 
Wallingford, Eastlake): 
Democrat Frank Chopp 83.56%, 
Socialist Alternative Jess Spear 16.44%Voter: 57%

Percentage of transgender individuals 
who experienced harassment 
while in K-12 settings: 

78% (2011)

Percentage of transgender individuals 
who experienced physical assault 
while in K-12 settings: 

35% (2011)

Percentage of transgender individuals 
who were sexually assaulted 
while in K-12 settings: 

12% (2011)

20-40% of America’s 1.6 million homeless individuals are LGBT
Percentage of homeless youth in King County (LGBT):     40%

1 in 3 homeless transgender individuals have been turned away 
from shelters based on their gender identity (2009)

Percentage of transgender individuals 
who have experienced verbal harassment
in public situations: 

53% (2011)

1 in 5 transgender individuals 
have been denied housing based on their gender identity (2009)
1 in 10 transgender individuals 
have been evicted from housing based on their gender identity

1 in 5 transgender individuals 
have experienced homelessness due to discrimination 
or family rejection (2009)

Percentage of transgender individuals 
denied medical care because of their gender identity: 
Percentage of transgender individuals 
who have been harassed in a medical setting: 
Percentage of transgender individuals 
who experienced severe family rejection
 based on their gender identity: 

19% (2011)

28% (2011)

57% (2011)

From 2001 to 2012 50,409 service members were wounded in action
Estimated number of civilian contractor deaths while working for the U.S. military 
in Iraq & Afghanistan (as of 2012):                       2,933 - 6,285

Number of veterans in Washington State: 603,623 (as of 2013)
From 2001 to 2012 the U.S. military produced 1.5 million new veterans
From 2001 to 2012 228,875 veterans were diagnosed with PTSD
From 2001 to 2012 18 to 20 veterans died of suicide per day
Veterans make up around 7% of the U.S. population
Veterans made up 20% of national suicides from 1998 to 2011
A majority of veteran suicides are among those aged 50 or older
In 2012 more U.S. army, marine, navy, and airforce service members died of suicide than in combat.
55% of U.S. military service members returning from Iraq and Afghanistan are seeking veteran health care services

PTSD symptoms obtained through indirect 

Estimated future costs of committed 
Veteran medical and disability care spending 
(over next 40 years): 

$1 trillion

Estimated total cost 
of Iraq and Afghanistan 
wars: 

$6 trillion, or $75,000
par American household

Number of years the U.S. has been at war since 1776, 
excluding CIA operations: 216 (as of 2012)
Number of years the U.S. has been at peace since 1776, 
excluding CIA operations: 21 (as of 2012)

Number of veterans with limb amputations 
as of December 31st 2013:                            1,558
Percentage of callers to the Veterans Crisis Line 
who call more than once a month: 

Total number of U.S. service member deaths 
from 2001 to 13: 6,775

19%

Of those 26,000 only 5,061 cases were reported
Of those 5,061 only 484 cases went to trial

In 2012 an estimated 26,000 service men and women 
were sexually assaulted

From 2001 to 2014, 287,911 veterans have been diagnosed with traumatic brain injury resulting from service

No studies have been published on secondary 
PTSD among partners of veterans of Iraq and/or Afghanistan

1/3rd of partners of veterans diagnosed 

(56 partners of veterans of the Croatian war)

Academic Transfer Degree completion rate (2012):        45%
Professional Technical Degree completion rate (2012):   24%
Academic Transfer Degree completion rate (2013):        25%
Professional Technical Degree completion rate (2013):  41%

Seattle Colleges State funding (2012-13):      50%
Tuition (2012-13):      37%
Local funds [e.g. international student tuition] (2012-13):  13%
State funding (2013-14):       48%
Tution (2013-14):        28%
Local funds [e.g. international student tuition] (2013-14):  24%

Percentage of transgender individuals 
who reported being harassed after presenting ID 
that did not match their perceived gender:                  40% (2011)

Percentage of transgender individuals 
being asked to leave the premises after presenting 
ID that did not match their perceived gender: 15% (2011)
Percentage of transgender individuals who had to teach their health care physicians about transgender care:                 50% (2011)

Number of times black male Eric Garner said "I can't breathe," before dying due to a police chokehold: 9
black males, aged 15 to 17, are killed by police at a rate of 31.17 per million persons,
white males, aged 15 to 17, are killed by police at a rate of 1.47 per million (2010-2012)

Percentage of black teens killed by police in such circumstances: 67% (2010-2012)

Black percentage of total U.S. population: 12%
Black percentage of drug users in the U.S: 13% (1995-2005)

1 in 3 black males will goto prison in their life time (2013)
1 in 17 white males will go to prison in their life time (2013)
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Academic Transfer Degree completion rate (2013):        25%
Professional Technical Degree completion rate (2013):  41%

Seattle Colleges State funding (2012-13):      50%
Tuition (2012-13):      37%
Local funds [e.g. international student tuition] (2012-13):  13%
State funding (2013-14):       48%
Tution (2013-14):        28%
Local funds [e.g. international student tuition] (2013-14):  24%

Percentage of transgender individuals 
who reported being harassed after presenting ID 
that did not match their perceived gender:                  40% (2011)

Percentage of transgender individuals 
being asked to leave the premises after presenting 
ID that did not match their perceived gender: 15% (2011)
Percentage of transgender individuals who had to teach their health care physicians about transgender care:                 50% (2011)

Number of times black male Eric Garner said "I can't breathe," before dying due to a police chokehold: 9
black males, aged 15 to 17, are killed by police at a rate of 31.17 per million persons,
white males, aged 15 to 17, are killed by police at a rate of 1.47 per million (2010-2012)

Percentage of black teens killed by police in such circumstances: 67% (2010-2012)

Black percentage of total U.S. population: 12%
Black percentage of drug users in the U.S: 13% (1995-2005)

1 in 3 black males will goto prison in their life time (2013)
1 in 17 white males will go to prison in their life time (2013)
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Josh Kelety

Why Washington’s tax code is the worst
Tax policy 101 from an expert

arilyn Watkins has been a 
Policy Director at the Eco-
nomic Opportunity Institute 

for 15 years, and she knows a heck of alot 
about topics such as Washington State 
tax policy and gender pay equity issues. 
The Central Circuit called her up to get 
a run-down of Washington State’s highly 
regressive tax structure.

So where does our tax money go? What 
services are we all paying for?

The [state] general fund budget is what 
we are really talking about here … half 
of that goes to the K-12 public education 
system, roughly 10% goes to pay for the 
whole system of higher education in-
cluding the community and technical 
colleges as well as the four year univer-
sities. There’s some social and human 
services, children services, health ser-
vices for seniors, services for disabled 
people … and then of course there is 
the whole justice system, prisons [courts, 
etc.]. That’s not a huge part of the budget 
… we’re getting down to more like 5% 
… so those are some of the big buckets 
of things that our general fund supports.

How do we pay for all of that?

About half of that money is raised 
through the sales tax … we pay a sales tax 
(on items besides food) and 6.5% goes to 
the state, and the other, about 3%, goes 
to city and county governments to fund 
local services like the police and fire and 
public transit. But … about two thirds of 
the sales tax, goes to the State. So that’s 
the biggest source of money that goes 
to pay for all the education and human 

services and other kind of stuff that the 
state does. 

That’s half. The next biggest chunk of 
the state budget comes from the business 
& occupation tax (B&O). Washington’s 
business tax is a little different from most 
other states in that instead of taxing cor-
porate profits we tax gross receipts. So it’s 
kind of almost like a sales tax, but it’s at 
a very low rate … it’s [around]1.5% that 
a business will pay on its total revenue 
without being able to deduct stuff.

And then about 12% of the State bud-
get comes from property taxes … most 

of that money actually stays and funds 
local services. But a small percentage of 
the property tax also goes to the state … 
there are the sin taxes … cigarettes, al-
cohol, now marijuana … there is lottery 
proceeds … but all of them add up to the 
rest of the budget.

So what makes our tax system so back-
wards?

The reason our system is so regressive 
compared to other states is that most 
other states have a income tax … other 
states have all of those same taxes that we 
have plus they also do a personal income 
tax … it’s graduated … the higher your 
income, the higher percentage you pay … 
in most states people are paying 3% or 

4% or 5% or 6%, or if you’re a million-
aire in California you’re paying more like 
10% of your income to the state … they 
[other states] can then have much less 
reliance on sales tax and that business tax 
– which businesses of course have to pass 
on to their customers. 

Sales tax ends up being really regressive 
… if you’re low income or even middle 
income … every paycheck, most of it 
goes out to buy the stuff you need. But 
if you’re really wealthy … you’re not 
spending anywhere near all your income 
… it goes into savings and other kinds 
of investments … when you [a wealthy 

person] do spend it, often times what 
you’re purchasing is not goods, but ser-
vices, and services don’t typically have a 
sales tax on them … you buy your own 
cleaning supplies and clean your own 
apartment or house if you’re a low or 
moderate income person. 

But if you’re a high income person you 
can hire someone to come and clean for 
you. So high income people don’t have to 
pay [tax], even if they are spending a lot 
of their money … low and moderate in-
come people are paying … a much higher 
percentage of their overall income into 
supporting state and local services than 
are the highest income people.

What kinds of income would be subject 
to an income tax? Would the State rob 
us of all our hard earned cash?

There are various kinds of income … 
earned income [is] where you go out 
and get a job and you get your wages. 
But for very wealthy people, a big part 

M

Our economy is not just like the weather … 
It's something that we actually make the rules 
that control how the economy works and how 
the benefits of the economy and how benefits 

of economic growth are distributed.
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where we have more people coming in, 
demands for more and better educational 
services … our revenue structure just nat-
urally doesn’t produce enough.

Why has sales tax revenue declined?
Over the last 40 and 50 years, people have 
been spending more of their income on 
services and less on goods … the kinds 
of services people are spending more of 
their income now, includes healthcare 
services and educational services … we 
don’t all buy and make our own stuff any-
more … but the other big part of it is … 
is income inequality, [which] in of itself 
is reducing revenues coming into state 
government because rich people don’t 
spend all their money. 
The more income that is going to people 
at the top end who aren’t spending their 
money on stuff that is subject to sales tax, 
you’re just getting less of money that is 
out there … if the only way you are cap-
turing it is through sales tax.

States that have … an income tax, they’ve 
seen their state revenues since the great 
recession go back up again. They’ve been 
able to hire more school teachers and not 
ask students at community colleges and 
universities to continue to pay 10% more 
in tuition every year like we’ve been do-
ing here … in Washington, over the last 
20 years … the percentage of our state 
economy that comes in as revenue, has 
gone down.

All of that doesn’t sound good, why 
hasn’t the system been changed?

We had an initiative in the early 1930’s 
that would’ve passed a progressive in-
come tax here in Washington State … 
but the supreme court that year ruled 
that that [income tax] was unconsti-
tutional.. Since then there have been 
several attempts to do a constitutional 
amendment to allow an income tax to go 
into effect. And basically the people of 
Washington State since then have always 
turned it down, have always voted against 
it. [They] have said “Well, no, we may not 
love the system we have, but we’re famil-

of their income comes from investments 
… in our federal tax code and in most 
state income tax codes, capital gains are 
taxed along with wage and salary income 
… Washington lacks that basic income 
tax, we’re not taxing either wage or salary 
income … or capital gains … one of the 
proposals that is out there … would be 
to add a tax on capital gains … it’s not 
going to be a tax on what you have in 
your savings account at the local bank 
… it really would be the top 4 or 5% of 
[wealthy] people that would be subject to 
that kind of a tax.

For example Bill Gates and his wife no 
longer earn salaries at Microsoft but 
they have lots of income coming in every 
year from their 86 billion dollars of in-
vestments … that money makes money. 
That’s what their source of income is.

What about Corporate income tax? Is 
that different from our current B&O 
tax?

Basically it’s [a tax] on profits … [it] 
would be on what the company makes 
after it pays its employees and after it has 
bought the stuff it needs to buy in order 
to sell or make whatever it is selling or 
making. The B&O tax in contrast doesn’t 
allow for those kinds of deductions in 
most cases. So it doesn’t allow you to de-
duct what you pay for your employees, or 
what you pay for the goods that you buy 
to resell or to manufacture, your cost for 
property and vans, and computers, you 
don’t deduct any of that … for smaller 
companies especially, it’s another expense 
that they have to include and pass on to 
their customers. 

Unfortunately … the larger, more influ-
ential companies have been able to find 
ways to get special tax preferences passed 
through the State legislature. I think ev-
eryone has heard about the Boeing tax 
breaks that have passed … but other cor-
porations like the Microsoft corporation 
have found ways to basically legally avoid 
paying taxes in the state of Washington 
… but your locally owned little restau-

rant or locally owned little business, 
they don’t have the resources to either 
get their own special tax break passed 
through the state legislature or to find 
ways to avoid paying Washington State 
taxes. So they’re paying a little more than 
their fair share as well.

What’s the history of our mess of a tax 
system?

We’ve had this same basic structure since 
the middle of the 1930’s … it was a tax 
structure that worked pretty well for 
that early 20th century economy when 
a urban middle class was just emerging 
and you had more and more consump-
tion taking place … our economy has 
changed a lot since the 1930’s … people 
are spending an ever smaller percentage 
of their income on stuff that is subject to 
sales tax. We’re spending more on ser-
vices [healthcare, education]. 

And … for the last 30 years, we have 
seen this growth of income inequality. So 
people at the top end of the income spec-
trum are getting richer and richer and 
richer … that means that incomes have 
been really squeezed in the middle and 
the bottom … the fact that the highest 
income people don’t spend all their in-
come means more and more of our state 
economy is not being taxed in a very ef-
ficient way. We’re just not taxing the peo-
ple and the businesses that have the most 
money. We’re asking the people and the 
businesses with lesser income to shoulder 
the bulk of the responsibility for paying 
for public schools and universities and 
whatnot.

There was actually a tax structure study 
commission that was set up by the State 
legislature to look at our state tax struc-
ture … and they determined that our sys-
tem was too regressive … and that it had 
this structural deficit: that our sales tax 
[revenue] is a shrinking part of our over-
all [state] economy, [and] as our econo-
my is growing and changing  sales tax is 
a capturing less and less of that economic 
growth. That results in a structural deficit 
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iar with it and we’re just going to keep 
it”. So that has made the Legislators very 
wary of trying to change the system in 
any major way. 

What will happen in the near future if 
we don’t fix our tax structure?
If nothing changes in our tax structure 
than the future holds ever rising college 
tuition. It [the future] holds ever larger 
class sizes in our K-12 system … con-
tinuing disparities and unevenness in 
providing public services … continued 
cuts in the level of public services and 
asking public servants to do more … 
have bigger caseloads, have more foster 
children under their care, more assistance 
to low income disabled folks, and just a 
really continued downward spiral. 

What can students do to fight for a fair, 
no-nonsense tax code?

One of the big thing students can do is 
talk about their own experience and talk 
about the challenges of paying tuition 
and paying their other bills … that’s im-
portant for our state legislators to con-
tinually hear … [to] get involved in the 
process and to vote is one of the key 
things … we have a much lower rate of 
voting among younger people than we 
do among older people. And that’s espe-
cially true in this last election ... it’s im-
portant to actually turn out and vote and 
try to remember the ways it does directly 
impact your own life. 

It’s important for students to actually be 
talking to legislators themselves … so 
figuring out … who’s representing you in 
Olympia … sending them emails, calling 
up their offices, weighing in on why it’s 
really important to continue to support 
public education and particularly higher 
education. It’s important for legislators 
to hear that and know that somebody is 
not going to be criticizing them for try-
ing to raise revenue but is going to be 
supporting them because they support 
the services that that revenue is going to 
be paying for. 
- JK

arlier this month, the residents 
of Washington State voted the 
pro-gun control initiative 594 

into passing, to the general acceptance of 
[mostly] everyone.
 
Reasoning behind the initiative is that it 
completes the closing of a loophole in law 
that allows peo-
ple to purchase 
guns without 
getting a back-
ground check 
that would reveal if they were convicted 
felons, mentally unstable, or perpetrators 
of domestic abuse.
 
On one side, we had the initiative 594, not 
proposing stronger background checks, 
just that everyone be subject to them. 

On the other, we had initiative I-591, 
which said that we should have no back-
ground checks on guns. Like, ever.

The motivation behind I-591 was (just 
the actual language of the initiative itself ) 
simple. Yet, despite numerous attempts, 
no one who repre-
sented the move-
ment would speak 
to me, meaning the 
description that 
follows is that of their opposition (who 
were more than co-operative). 
 
“The gun lobby proponents of Initiative 
591 were very clear about their intentions: 
to block 594 and weaken Washington’s 
existing gun laws,” Geoff Potter, Commu-
nications Director for the Washing Al-
liance for Gun Responsibility said. “The 

people of Washington saw through the 
gun lobby’s misleading claims and false 
attacks, rejected its measure, and closed 
the background check loophole.”
 
Why wouldn’t you want the loophole 
closed? One of the arguments (and I sus-
pect one of the ‘more important’ reasons) 

against the 
checks is that 
when buying a 
handgun, you 
have to register 

it, and that means there is a government 
list with the names of everyone who owns 
a gun.
 
Previously, people had been able to pur-
chase guns online, from friends or at gun 
shows without first receiving a criminal 
background check, meaning that convict-
ed felons could purchase guns illegally. 

This is apparently bad, because that means 
the government will be able to find you 
easier when they come to take yer guns. 
Except, they probably won’t come to take 
yer guns, because what a lot of people fail 

to realize is that 
they aren’t actually 
important enough 
for ‘the govern-
ment/man/pow-

ers that be’ to show up at their house and 
take their stuff. That isn’t how life works, 
because we don’t live in the movies, and 
you’re not in The Matrix. 

The idea of keeping guns to fight off the 
government may have made sense in the 
time of the musket, but we now (for better 
or worse) exist in the time of the drone. 

E
Oscar Stephens-Willis

I bought two tickets to the gun show
Gun  background check initiative  passes, pisses off less 
people than it pleases

This is apparently bad, because that means 
the government will be able to find you easier 

when they come to take yer guns. 

Except, they probably won’t come to take 
yer guns, because we don’t live in the 

movies, and you’re not in The Matrix.
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If you’re on your own, and the government send the FBI over, 9 
out of ten times, you don’t win that particular battle.
 
Simply, the general consequence of the new legislation is that it 
makes purchasing guns just that little bit more above board. That 
should surely be, even if you can’t stretch to consider it a good 
thing, as not an unreasonable thing?
 
In fact, one could make the argument that by not only attempt-
ing to halt this new minutely stricter checking system and actu-
ally removing the checks completely, you’re directly getting in-
volved in making convicted criminals get guns easier. Certainly 
if you voted for 591, you’re opening the doors for everyone.
 
With 10 separate gun shows in the month of November taking 
place in Washington state, it wouldn’t have been hard to get a 
gun with no background check.
 
I went to a gun show earlier this 
month (because no one represent-
ing I-591 would return my messag-
es) where the firearm vendors, upon 
learning I was there to write an ar-
ticle, refused to talk to me.
 
One man named Tony (with the 
firmest handshake known to humanity) did tell me though, that 
the new law meant that if he handed me one of the handguns 
on his table, we would both be felons. This idea stems from the 
language used in 594. The term used to define gun sales is ‘trans-
action’, something that Tony and his compatriots consider to be 
too broad. What exactly is a transaction, he asked. It could be 
just me handing something to you.

He went on to insist  that a gun was merely a tool, just like a 
hammer or a chisel, and people needed to educate themselves 
more. He wouldn’t, however, let me take a picture of his ‘toolkit’.
 
I-594 has (obviously) faced heavy criticism from their oppo-
nents. One point  is that I-594 was vastly more funded in its 
lobbying efforts than 591, which isn’t unfounded. I-594 raised 
over $10 million, while 591 raised just over $1 million.

Another large criticism of I-594 was that it wouldn’t do any-
thing to prevent criminals, pointing out that if someone is going 
to break the law, they’re going to break the law regardless of any 
loopholes that have been covered. 
 
Not necessarily, it would seem.
 
“We know that in the states with background checks on all 
handgun sales,” Potter said. “38% fewer women are shot to death 
by their intimate partners and 39% fewer law enforcement of-

ficers are murdered with handguns. Initiative 594 won’t prevent 
all future acts of gun violence, but it will reduce crime and save 
lives.”

States with extra gun control supply evidence that the more we 
check people’s background, the less crime there is. Gun traffick-
ing is 64% lower, for example. Gun suicide rate is 49% lower. 
Currently, undercover investigations suggest that 62% of online 
gun sellers are willing to sell to someone without a background 
check. 

In regards to domestic violence, an abused woman is five times 
more likely to be killed if her partner owns a firearm.

If I-594 is merely taking care of a loophole, what’s the real dam-
age? even if it doesn’t make a huge difference to gun crime, even 
if only (according to those behind 591) 0.8% of felons purchase 
guns at gun shows, that’s still going to get rid of that 0.8%. 

 
It would seem that the I-594 pass-
ing could be the sign of the major-
ity of people agreeing with me. Over 
9,000 people donated money in some 
capacity to I-594, and Washington 
became the first state that managed 
to close a gun check loophole on a 

state level by a vote.

Those who disagree with the idea have certainly raised their 
voice. In Olympia on December 13th, there will be an anti-594 
march. With the Facebook group listing as 6.2k attending, it 
could potentially be an exciting day out. 

On the Facebook page, organizer Gavin Seim states:

“The Constitution is the supreme law and our God given rights 
are NOT open for negotiation. We will buy and sell guns from 
whom we please, we will not submit to background checks, we 
will not give up our rights, WE WILL NOT Comply.” 

“We will rally at the capital, openly exchange guns, unveil and 
plan to break apart the legislation and violate I-594 in every 
possible way.”
 
Geoff Potter remains more positive however.

“This victory is more than just a victory for Washington,” Potter 
said. “It shows states around the country that they can stand up 
to the gun lobby in support of common-sense gun laws on their 
own – and win.”

- OSW

“We know that in the states with background 
checks on all handgun sales,” Potter said. 

“38% fewer women are shot to death by their 
intimate partners and 39% fewer law enforce-

ment officers are murdered with handguns.”
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Angie Tamayo Montero

A History of  Social Protest
A quick summary of SCC Political Legacy

Some students who were part of the Black 
Student Union (BSU) and the Oriental 
Student Union at the end of the sixties and 
beginning of the seventies were also mem-
bers of the Seattle-chapter Black Panther 
Party. In 1969, the BSU led sit-ins and 
demonstrations on the campus to ask the 
college Board of Trustees for better treat-
ment of the black student community as 
well as more black representation. 

They wrote a list of 13 demands: hiring 

more black faculty, development of black 
studies and other rights concerned mainly 
to the black community.

This politically turbulent  beginning of the 
college was followed by other radical or-

ganizing, such as  demonstrations to sup-
port the anti-war movement and the Draft 
Resistance movement to show student dis-
agreement with the Vietnam War, protests 
against the World Trade Organization 
Ministerial Conference in Seattle in 1999 
and campus walkouts in 2004 to show op-
position with the Iraq War. 

In 2001, TIME Magazine recognized Se-
attle Central as one of the best community 

colleges of the year; one of the most im-
portant reasons it received this recogni-
tion was the diversity of the community. 
In 2001, 52% of the students belonged to 
minority groups, 26% were 35 or older, 
25% were immigrants and 65% were first 
in their families to go to college. Some at-
tribute the college’s political history to its 
campus diversity.

“Part of the politics has always [been] 
coming out from ethnic groups that feel 

marginalized, that have been marginal-
ized, that are disadvantaged,” said Peter 
Knutson, anthropology professor at Se-
attle Central. “Nothing happens unless 
people organize.”

In a conversation with Carl Livingston, 
professor of political science at Seattle 
Central, he mentioned that as an urban 

community college located right in the core 
of Seattle and next to the historical Central 
District, it excelled for being a more inclu-
sive and less conservative institution.

“We are more than left to center on the po-
litical scale, a little bit more radical, a 
little bit more socialist, a little bit more 
environmentalist, a little bit more civil 
rights leading, a little bit more feminist, 
a little bit more LGBTQ leading,” said 

Livingston. “Why? I would say because we 
are an urban community college in a large 
city.”

Much of the responsibility for this history 
of political involvement also lies with the 
professors, particularly, those who belong 
to the Humanity/Social Sciences depart-
ment. “A lot of the educational techniques 
we use here come from people like Paulo 
Freire,” said Knutson. 

eattle Central, since its birth in 
1965, and even before when it was 
Broadway High School, has been 

the home of radical and progressive move-
ments, groups, students and professors, 
many of whom were and still are political 
dissidents. 

A recent example was the student and 
faculty involvement in the Occupy Move-
ment in Seattle. From October 29th until 
December 9th 2011, people set up  a camp 
in the south plaza of the College to 
speak up against social and economic 
injustice. “We are the 99%” was the 
slogan used by ‘Occupiers’ to tell the 
government and the rest of society 
that people were tired of big corpora-
tions controlling the economic, po-
litical and social system for their own 
benefit. 

Occupy Seattle has not been the only dem-
onstration of political activism at the col-
lege. The Seattle Central community has 
often been actively involved in local, na-
tional, and international political issues.

Back in the in the middle of the six-
ties when the Edison Technical School 
became the first community college in 
Seattle, it was also a crucial moment 
for the Civil Rights Movement. In order 
to fight for federal protection and basic 
civil rights for blacks, as well as against ra-
cial segregation and discrimination, many 
civil right activists participated in sit-ins, 
non-violent protest, boycotts, civil disobe-
dience acts and/or revolutionary militia. 
The Black Panther Party, created in 1966, 
established the Ten-Point Program to fight 
for economic, political and social equality 
for black people. 

“28 November 1999: SCCC students par-
ticipated in the protests against the World 

Trade Organization conference carried out in 
Seattle. The college was the initial point where 
people and organizations gathered to march. 
The protest was focused on workers’ rights, 

environmental and social issues.”

“20 January 2005: Students Against War 
(SAW) organized a campus walkout to protest 
against military recruitment inside the college”

S



23

December 2014 OPINION

Central Circuit

Central Circuit

Paulo Freire was a Brazilian educator and 
philosopher who advocated for the neces-
sity of a critical pedagogy. He said that 
education was an instrument for liberation, 
and for that reason we have to understand 
the dialectic relationship between the op-
pressed and the oppressor to achieve 
“conscientization.”

“I am hoping to create a kind of direct 
involvement so that people feel that 
history is not something that happens 
to someone else. So in my own classes I try 
to encourage people to do social services,” 
said Tracy Lai, a history professor. She of-
ten encourages her students to get involved 
with local organizations like El Centro de 
la Raza, so that they can see other realities.

However, many faculty professors think 
that the political activism here has dramat-
ically declined compared with past years. 
There is a wide range of possible reasons 
for the lack of political involvement among 

students, such as the process of gentrifica-
tion in Seattle, the high cost of tuition, stu-
dent loan debt, and dropout rates–particu-
larly among minority students.  According 
to The Project on Students Debt, 58% of 
in-state graduated students in Washington 

end up with an average debt of $24,418. 
In addition to that, Seattle has become the 
fifth most expensive city in the U.S. The 
Census Bureau Data  says that from 2010 
to 2013 the rent in the city went up by 
11%—$113 in other words. Even though 
the income of many people in the city has 
increased during the last years, for black 
people it has decreased by 35%. The Cen-
tral District that used to be the home of 
many African Americans, but is now ma-
jority white. The good news is that there 

are still professors committed to getting 
their students involved in activism. Profes-
sor Lai says that the college should help 
students to “see themselves as able to en-
gage with issues and to be involved in soci-
ety and not to feel that they have to accept 

kind of this passive position. If we can 
do that with the college that is fine.”

As students we have a big responsi-
bility towards the society, not only to 
contribute to the economical develop-

ment, but essentially, to enhance the social 
welfare of  our communities. Let’s remem-
ber Freire and use education to achieve col-
lective freedom. 

- ATM

“October-December 2011: The south plaza of 
the college was the home for the Occupy Seattle 

Movement protesting against wealth inequality, 
the banking and economic system in the U.S”.

A trip to the school Political Memory Archives
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M age it takes a low-income single parent 10 
years to finish a bachelor’s degree.
But Seattle Central once had a childcare 
center that served the school for decades 
but was killed off December 15, 2011 due 
to an emergency situation. The school 
was facing 40,000 square ft. deficit after 
the South Annex Building, which then 
housed International Programs, was de-

clared unsafe and in need of repair. 
The school needed a place for the 60+ 
staff members of International Programs 
and the child care center could be easily 
converted into a home for International 
Programs.  It was to be replaced with a 
voucher program to help the families who 
made use of the center.  The child care 
center only served 68 single parents at the 
time of closure while the International 
Programs served over 1,200 students. 

“I think the hard part about it [the child-
care center] going away was the conve-
nience of it,” says Jackman. Convenience 
is a big issue for parents as they attend 
school. Finding a daycare center that is 
cost effective and close to school is a hard 
thing to find. 

Having affordable and convenient child 
care is one of the many ways colleges 
across the country could better help their 
single parents, but there are other steps 
schools should take to ensure that their 
student parents continue on with higher 
education. Schools should offer parents 
orientation classes for credit which teach-
es helpful study skills, time management, 
and resources that are there to support 
students. 

Offering cohort classes for single parents 
would benefit single parents along with 
offering learning communities such as 
The Student Parent Club here at Central. 

Now Central offers rewards such as 
vouchers and support for single parents, 
which have replaced the Childcare center. 
“Our idea with rewards and events is to 
try and touch more students than just the 
few who just used the center,” Jackman 
explained. 

The problem that Women’s Program 
Center is now facing now is the problem 
of figuring out exactly how to help single 

parents in need. To aid this, the center 
will be sending out surveys to all 1,372 
single parents enrolled in classes ask-
ing them what would better help them 
reach their educational goals.

If you find yourself in need of support, 
not all hope is lost. Central’s childcare re-
sources offers child care information, re-
ferrals and awards depending on financial 
need.

-DS

oms—they hold a special 
place in our heart. They are 
the ones who bring us life, 

who nurture us and protect us from the 
world. But when a mother returns to 
school she is faced with a struggle. How 
does someone balance motherhood and 
college life? Receiving an education is one 
of the greatest things a person can do to 
better themselves, so what are we doing 
to help our mothers at a time where they 
need it the most?

The New York Times has found that the 
cost over a lifetime of not going on to get 
a four-year degree on average is nearly 
$500,000, but it can be extremely time 
consuming and stressful, so what do you 
do when you want to go back to school 
and raise a child at the same time?

Renee Jackman, Interim Director of 
women’s programs at Seattle Central, re-
ports that there are a total of 1372 student 
parents enrolled this quarter and many 
parents are trying juggle the weight of 
working, schooling and fitting in enough 
time with their children.

Although college attendance rates have 
risen from 7% to 20% over the last 20 
years for single parents, their comple-
tion rates continue to stay low.  46% of 
single parents are more likely to leave 
college early opposed to 35% of students 
without children. One reason for this is 
the fact that it takes single parents lon-
ger to finish their degrees than students 
without children. Some may have to take 
breaks in their schooling for emergencies 
or to take more hours at work.  On aver-

Although college attendance rates have 
risen from 7% to 20% over the last 20 
years for single parents, their completion 

rates continue to stay low. 

If you find yourself in need of support, not 
all hope is lost. Central ’s childcare resources 
offers child care information, referrals and 

awards depending on financial need.

Daisy Sullivan

Student Moms
The struggles single parents face while furthering their education
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uring enrollment last spring when I saw that Chinese 
would be offered for Fall Quarter I jumped at the 
opportunity. I felt like a trajectory for my remaining 

school year at SCC was charted,” said student Wyatt Young.

Buyer beware. The world language course you need to graduate 
might not be offered when you might think it should be. Young, 
a second year student at SCC, is currently enrolled in Mandarin 
121. He enrolled in the course with the expectation that he would 
be able to take the 122 and 123 course as well, studies which 
would’ve served him well in his journey to the foreign exchange 
program in China which he plans on taking next year. 

Midway through the course Young discovered that the 122 course 
would only be available in Spring, with a full quarter between. Ad-
ditionally, the 123 course is not offered at SCC at all. [disclosure: 
a similar issue has occurred to the writer of this story] These po-
tential gaps are not presented to students signing up for first year 
language courses. The only way to know is to meet with an advisor 
and bring the issue up with them. 

“With a full quarter between courses, it’s 
difficult to retain what you have learned 
from the first course,” according to Young. 
Young inquired about independent study 
but Bradley Lane, the dean of the humani-
ties department, declined.

“The biggest reason - really, the only reason 
- we do not offer more 122, 123, or second-
year language courses is that there are not 
large enough groups of students who wish 
to take those classes,” says Lane. 

With this in mind Young started a petition 
for the Mandarin 123 course and got ap-
proximately 40 student signatures. Despite 
it’s submission to Lane, the course those 
students want to take will still not be offered 
in the foreseeable future. 

Additionally, the majority of students en-
rolled at SCC indicate that they are plan-

ning on completing an AA degree in order to transfer to a four 
year institution. UW requires 10 credits of foreign language in 
order to be accepted. 

“The AA degree actually limits the amount of world language 
students can take” according to Lane. “We are actually providing 
a general education, wide-ranging liberal arts background to stu-
dents that include a world language course as one option among 
other humanities courses, but the idea behind the degree is to have 
breadth, not depth in one specific field.”

With all this in mind, remember this: If you or another student 
intends to enroll in any world language course with the intent 
of graduating or transferring within an explicit timeline, double 
check and meet with an advisor to make sure that the courses you 
need are indeed available when you need them.

-JQ

Jackson Quall

Language Gaps
The needed class may not be offered

“D

Wyatt Young holding a petition with 40 signatures for a second year language class 
which has been declined. Photo by: Jackson Quall
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Whose ‘Common’? Whose ‘Core’?
How money and education intersect in the national campaign for standardized education

he complaints are strident and 
ever-present, and the evidence is 
weighty and well-researched: the 

future for K-12 education in this coun-
try doesn’t look too bright. For instance, 
in Washington state itself, funding for 
school districts is below the lawful stan-
dards; districts have suffered annual bud-
get cuts, while the irreplaceable need 
for education is increasing. There is also 
the problem of the general approach to 
education. Are we raising active, creative 
student who will grow up to be critical 
thinkers? Or are we just preparing them 
to enter the workforce? We are going to 
need all the help we can get. And actu-
ally, schools are getting some assistance. 
But is a help just a help like any other?   

A look at the results of the 2012 Pro-
gramme for International Student As-
sessment reveals, a global wide test in 
which 15-year-olds from various coun-
tries participated, that we have not much 
improved compared to 12 years ago. 
Mathematics is still the dreaded undead 
dragon, ranking 26th out of the 34 par-
ticipating countries. In science and read-
ing, we fared better, scoring 17th out of 
34. 

The most conspicuous response to these 
problems seems to be the Common Core, 
an originally private initiative by Gene 
Wilhoit, a former Kentucky Depart-
ment of Education commissioner, and 
David Coleman, president of the Col-
lege Board, which has found enormous 
backing from the Gates Foundation and 
achieved nationwide attention. It defines 
itself as a set of standards which speci-
fies “the learning goals for what students 

should know and be able to do at each 
grade level,” focusing exclusively on K-12 
mathematics and reading. It advertises 
itself as a set of initiatives, meaning that 
adoption of these standards is voluntary 
and varies for each state.  And of course, 
it includes standardized testing. In fact, 
two multi-state coalitions Smarter Bal-
anced and Partnership for Assessment of 
Readiness, have received funding from 
the federal government in the amount of 
$350 million to create Common Core-
based math and English tests. With 
regards to its rate of acceptance, so far, 
forty three states have fully implemented 
these standards into classroom instruc-
tion and curriculums. 

Now, if we look at the history of stan-
dardized education in the United States, 
we can see that this is not a novelty. It 
was first postulated by Eisenhower him-
self in 1959; Bill Clinton made a similar 
attempt, and George Bush Sr. signed the 
2002 federal education law No Child 
Left Behind. However, the usual federal-
versus-state headlock usually gets in the 
way, which is why this state-crossing flair 
of enthusiasm for universal standards is 
highly remarkable.

 The pieces of the puzzle begin to fall 
together as we look at the organization 
which has basically  been backing up 
this program from Day One: the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation. In an analy-
sis on the extent of the Gates Founda-
tion’s influence on the Common Core 
published on The Washington Post, 
Journalist Lyndsey Layton observes that 
this support is enormously advantageous 
on so many levels because Bill Gates is 

“a champion who could overcome the 
politics that had thwarted every previous 
attempt to institute national standards.” 
This turns out to be effective because 
Gates is not a political figure, which 
means that his detractors are less likely 
to come from the political sphere. In fact, 
Gates is insistent on the apolitical nature 
of this enterprise. “These are not politi-
cal things,” he says, adding that “wanting 
education to be better is [not] a right-
wing or left-wing thing.” 

Another factor is so obvious it hardly 
bears repetition: funding. Education in 
the United States has suffered from nu-
merous funding cuts over the years, and 
if there’s anyone loaded enough to pay 
for its medical bills, it’s one of the world’s 
wealthiest people. To track the sheer 
amount of money that the Foundation 
has spent on promoting the Common 
Core proves to be quite daunting. Mer-
cedes Schneider, a teacher and education 
activist, published an audit in 2013 on 
The Huffington Post, showing that each 
Gates Foundation Common Core relat-
ed spending spree involves six- or seven-
digit figures of money, the highest being 
a $47.1 million grant awarded to the 
Council of Chief State School Officers.

This unprecedented level of involvement 
has elicited an equally unprecedented 
reaction. By 2010, two years after Gene 
Wilhoit and David Coleman, the origi-
nal founders of the Common Core, met 
with Bill and Melinda Gates, 45 states, 
along with the District of Columbia, had 
adopted these standards. By 2014, only 
three states—Indiana, South Carolina, 
and Oklahoma—have elected to step 

T
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is throwing in some sunlight. Andrea 
Levy, mathematics faculty at our college, 
offers her reasons why the Common 
Core is actually good for this particular 
subject: “It allows continuity to support 
this big and mobile society. Students 
can move to another state and not fall 
behind.” It may also end up saving high 
school graduates who want to go to pub-
lic colleges money and time—at least 
here in Washington state. A math and 
reading test called Smarter Balanced will 
be given to 11th graders; if they score at 
the top two levels, they will be placed di-
rectly to college-level math and English 
classes. “If you take the COMPASS test 
and get placed in pre-college math, it can 
be demotivating,” Levy comments. “And 
it’s also expensive. After all, it’s good to 
know that what you’ve previously built 
up matters.”   

However, it is still important to keep in 
mind the direction in which the Gates 
Foundation wants the Common Core to 

go. In a speech Bill Gates made to the 
National Council of State Legislatures in 
2009, he stated that in the end, the cur-
riculum would have to be aligned to the 
standards. “When the tests are aligned 
to the common standards,” he said, “the 
curriculum will line up as well—and that 
will unleash powerful market forces in 
the service of better teaching.” For now 
the Common Core may still advertise it-
self as “educational initiatives,” but look-
ing at the rate of each state’s willingness 
to adopt it and the financial incentive it 
provides, it might as well be adopted as a 
curriculum.

This is not to say that education in this 
country is fine the way it is now. It needs 
help and it can use all the help it can 
get. But look around and ask yourselves: 
“Whence does our help come?” As of 
right now, it seems to be from the out-
stretched hands of the Gates Foundation. 

I am not suggesting that we bite them; I 
am suggesting we take a good look and 
decide if this is what we really want for 
our future. -RP

out, meaning that the Common Core is 
still finding a solid traction in the nation-
al education scene. Organizations from 
various ends of the political spectrum 
also came together in support. Layton 
again notes that even the leftist Center 
for American Progress and the rightist 
American Legislative Exchange Council 
concurred on this issue and accepted the 
grants provided by Gates.

Many questions and concerns in turn 
are raised. Why is the Gates Founda-
tion heavily involved? How extensive is 
its control over public education? Is it 
really just “philanthropy”? With regards 
to control, there seems to be no overt co-
ercion to adopt the Common Core but 
that is to be expected; what we know is 
that there is a lot of financial incentive 
in doing it. Take for example the Race 
to the Top grant program.  Adoption of 
the Common Core increases each state’s 
winning potential, and with 350 million 
dollars’ worth of incentive, it is hardly 
surprising that states are extremely ea-
ger to adopt these standards. This eager-
ness—or should I say, carelessness—for 
financial reward has been there ever since 
Kentucky became the first state to adopt 
the Common Core. In fact, Kentucky 
adopted it even before the final draft of 
the standards saw the light of the day. 
The public could not have known about 
that decision.

In the end, however, the problem with 
Common Core is the problem of own-
ership. Who owns education? We have 
seen similar cases in politics, where mon-
ey greatly influences voting and policy 
making; what we see happening on the 
education scene is hardly different. Da-
vid Callahan, the founder of the website 
Inside Philanthropy, analyzes the power 
and influence of so-called philanthropy 
in all public sectors; the Common Core, 
for him, is just too obvious an example. 

“Love it or hate it, the Common Core is a 
great example,” he says. “In effect, private 
funders are helping determine how tens 
of millions of kids will be educated for 

years to come. And to think that we once 
saw public education as America’s most 
democratic institution!” Money is power, 
be it disguised under the sheep’s clothing 
of philanthropy or not. And another mat-
ter of concern is that not only education 
institutions are becoming passive receiv-
ers of financial direction—the students 
are also treated as passive receptacles. The 
Common Core seems to reinforce what 
the Brazilian educator Paulo Freire refers 
to as ‘banking education,’ a system where 
education is a one-way transference of 
knowledge between teachers as subjects 
and students as objects. “The teacher 
presents himself to his students as their 
necessary opposite,” Freire writes in his 
book Pedagogy of the Oppressed, “by 
considering their ignorance absolute, he 
justifies his own existence.” Phebe Jewell, 

an English faculty at our college, seems 
to also echo this concern: “When I hear 
the words ‘Common Core,’ I’m wonder-
ing—whose ‘Common’? Whose ‘Core’?”
Another undeniable aspect of the Com-
mon Core is that it is test-based. This 
is readily apparent from its very incep-
tion: the exclusive emphasis on math-
ematics and reading, the two subjects 
tested in the Programme for Interna-
tional Student Assessment, reflects the 
anxiety to appear “competitive” enough 
in the international education market. 
This overwhelming focus on these two 
subjects may result in lesser consider-
ation of other subjects. “And I’ve looked 
at the history of the Common Core,” 
Tracy Lai, a history faculty at our college, 
comments. “But I still feel like they are 
missing something. They are not inter-
ested in things like intersectionality or 
gender identity; they think these things 
will happen somewhere else—but, really, 
where?”

    But just in case the picture I have 
painted is too discouraging, fear not; 
news from the mathematics department 

"In the end, however, the problem with 
Common Core is the problem of owner-

ship. Who owns education?" 
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ook-it Repertory Theatre is a book lover’s dream: literary 
works are turned into plays that remain entirely faith-
ful to the source material.  Book-it’s current produc-

tion, Pride and Prejudice, is no exception.  With a stellar cast and 
witty adaptation, it Pride and Prejudice is sure to charm viewers 
whether they have read the novel a dozen times or are yet to be 
acquainted with this classic of Regency England. 

Pride and Prejudice is part of Book-It’s Silver Jubilee Season, 
which celebrates the company’s 25th anniversary.  The show, 
which was also produced by Book-It in 2000 and 2004, is adapted 
and directed by Marcus Goodwin. 

Pride and Prejudice tells the story of Elizabeth Bennet, a witty 
and outspoken young woman determined to shape her own future.  
Living at a time when women are expected to marry, Elizabeth 
and her sisters are introduced to a charming neighbor, a preten-
tious cousin, and a host of dashing officers.  Yet none match Eliza-
beth’s perceptiveness except Mr. Darcy, a proud, selfish man whose 
great wealth is not enough to win him the favor of society.  As 
they struggle through scandals, rumors, and misunderstandings, 
Elizabeth and Darcy are irresistibly drawn to one another. 

With no production set, simply a backdrop and stage painted with 
cursive handwriting, the characters literally jump off the page.  
Each scene flows into the next as the intricate plot develops.  The 
production employs Book-It Style, described on the company’s 
website as “world-premiere adaptations of classic and contempo-
rary literature for the stage, preserving the narrative text as it is 
spoken, not by a single ‘narrator’ but as dialogue by the characters 
in the production.”  All of the characters participate in the narra-
tion, moving seamlessly between acting out and telling the story. 

There is never a dull moment in Book-It’s Pride and Prejudice, 
and the storyline leaves room for humor.  Austen’s wry social 
commentary is even funnier on stage, as the narrative combines 
jokes with situational irony.  Each humorous line is delivered with 
another on its heels, keeping the audience laughing through the 
entire production. 

The entire cast is superb, interpreting their characters faithfully, 
yet playing them with a liveliness not found in the novel.  Jennifer 
Lee Taylor shines as Elizabeth Bennet, balancing wit and good 

humor.  Taylor expresses Elizabeth’s loyalty and strong opinions, 
characteristics that have stood the test of time.  Taylor has played 
Elizabeth previously with Book-It. 

Mr. Darcy, played by Richard Nguyen Sloniker, complements 
Elizabeth’s character.  From his first entrance he commands atten-
tion; his aloofness charges the atmosphere.  He delivers each rude 
line with poise, simultaneously infuriating and alluring.  Sloniker 
is also a Book-It veteran. 

Out of the rest of the cast, the performances of Brian Thompson 
and Kimberly King, who play Elizabeth’s bantering parents, are 
especially commendable.  So is that of Mr. Collins, the Bennets’ 
unctuous cousin, performed by John Bianchi.  The other charac-
ters – family members, friends, and acquaintances – are excellently 
portrayed and spice up the story.
 
For fans of Jane Austen, Book-It Repertory Theatre’s Pride and 
Prejudice provides a lively adaptation without altering the story.  
For history enthusiasts, the play contains enough dancing and 
empire waistlines to satisfy.  With its timelessness and vivacity, 
Pride and Prejudice will please any audience.  The production runs 
through December 28; tickets and more information can be found 
at http://book-it.org/ -MA

Marisa Yamasaki

By the Book
Romance and Hilarity Abound in Book-It’s Pride and Prejudice

B

"Richard Nguyen Sloniker as Mr. Darcy and Jen Taylor as Elizabeth Bennet in 
Pride and Prejudice" 

Photo Credit: Chris Bennion 
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A Christmas Story Hits Home
The 5th Avenue Theatre’s latest Christmas production is chock-full of humor and heart

here are musicals which over-
whelm us with the scope of their 
epic vision, and there are musicals 

which speak to us as the consummate voice 
of an era—this musical just happens to be 
neither. A Christmas Story at first seems 
unassuming in its ambition; it reads like 
a Norman Rockwell painting—almost 
too simplistic albeit warm and unabash-
edly cheery. There is almost nothing special 
about its story; it is just a slice of cake from 
the American suburbs in the 50’s. Yet there 
is something irresistibly charming and nos-
talgic about it, as if it were a past all of us 
could have shared, and this is why it’s al-
most impossible not to love this musical. 
Beneath the mundane and the specific, A 
Christmas Story manages to locate the ex-
act heartstring which resonates in all of us.  
 
The plot itself is simple: Christmas is ap-
proaching, and our protagonist Ralphie 
longs after the perfect Christmas present: 
a Red Ryder Carbine Action BB Gun, 
complete with a compass and “this thing 
that tells time.” However, this simple wish 
is tied with other aspects of the story. His 
dad, referred to as The Old Man, is par-
ticipating in a crossword competition, and 
he believes that winning it will finally earn 
the profound respect he’s always deserved. 
He ends up winning the competition, the 
reward being a fishnet stockinged leg lamp, 
which albeit silly, he ends up putting on a 
pedestal anyway. Ralphie’s mother, on the 
other hand, is trying to hold the house-
hold together, caring for Ralphie, his little 
brother Randy, and her insecure husband. 
Meanwhile, besides trying to get what he 
wants, Ralphie also needs to deal with the 
usual stuff any 9-year-old has to: triple-
dog-daring friends, overly strict teachers, 
and demonic bullies.
A forte of this musical is its humor. Of 
course, it depends largely on its execution, 

but throughout this production, the hu-
mor was consistently sustained. It was al-
ways fresh and surprising, never tasteless or 
forced. It seemed like all of the performers 
were having fun doing it and it caught on 
in the audience—laughter was as constant 
an accompaniment as the musical score. 

This being a comedy, there are problems 
which, instead of being resolved reason-
ably, are just swept under the rug of ram-
bunctious humor. For instance, Ralphie’s 
father seriously has problems; anyone with 
that level of self-esteem is clearly neurotic. 
However, instead of being a consequential 
element of the story, it becomes a capital 
for many of the musical’s jokes. This may be 
seen as a defect, but I am willing to take it 
for granted: comedy follows its own logic. 
In some cases, however, the musical also 
makes fun of itself. The depiction of Santa 
and his elves as overworked and underpaid 
mall staff whose smiles are barely holding 
back their raging frustration is both hilari-
ous and spot-on.

Of course, to pull off any good musi-
cal, especially one which depends more 
on execution rather than on content, you 
need a good cast, and in this respect, The 
5th Avenue has managed to assemble a 
stellar one. The role of Ralphie snugly fit 
Mark-Jeffrey James Weber’s extremely ca-
pable hands; his understanding of it was 
exceptionally mature. His portrayal was so 
contagious and inviting that it was so easy 
to identify with his character, and in vocal 
matters, his voice confidently answered to 
their demands. Dane Stokinger played the 
role of the Old Man with the right mix-
ture of fatherly gruffness and personal neu-
rosis; it might read like a caricature but it 
was a suave, tasteful one. Jessica Skerritt’s 
performance as the Mother, simply put, 
reminded me of my mom—it’s that good. 

Her two solos, in which she sang about the 
daily cares of being a mother and in which 
she comforted Ralphie after an intense 
fight with the bullies, were moving in the 
most motherly way. (It’s worth mentioning 
that Stokinger and Skerritt are married in 
real life.) 

Brandon Oke as Randy, on the other hand, 
could have just stood there and everyone in 
the room would still adore him. He knew 
how to play his cuteness cards—and all 
of them were aces. This, however, was not 
to discredit his acting or singing, both of 
which were excellent. It is also worth men-
tioning that the majority of the cast were 
kids, and all of them greatly contributed to 
the overall feeling of the performance with 
an almost uncannily mature attunement to 
its humor. The rest of the ensemble provid-
ed a solid back-up, and the orchestra was 
in its top form.

A word of caution: A Christmas Story 
might not appeal to people who think 
that art has to be “serious” or that it has to 
“have something to say.” But even then, I 
still encourage them to see it and think if 
it doesn’t have something to say. In order 
to say something, a work of art doesn’t al-
ways have to have something new to say; 
sometimes it can just be a simple reminder 
of something old that all of us have always 
known. And I’m not suggesting that this 
treasured “something” is the suburban val-
ues of the 50’s or the American tradition of 
Christmas. It is the capacity to discover the 
heart and the humor even in the simplest, 
smallest things.

[A Christmas Story runs until December 
30, 2014. Students showing their student 
IDs can buy day-of-show tickets at the box 
office for $20.]  - RP

T
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Student Question of the Issue
Do you think SCC should install gender neutral bathrooms?

Kennajha Bloodsaw:
“I think it would cause a lot of controversy, 

but for me, go ahead why not. I think if 
that’s what makes them more comfortable 
then I say do it, but I do think there’ll be 

consequences.”

Salah Zljamih
“I do think it’s a good idea, I think the 

more bathrooms the better. ” 

Ziggy:
“I think it’d be a bad idea, we already get 
too many bums in the bathrooms and if 

it’s single occupancy then they’ll just camp 
out in there all day. ”

Benji Fungus
“Ya totally! I completely agree. I the only 
problem I could see is is there was a big 
free for all where everyone was crowing 
in. I’d want some sort of issue to happen 

to warrant making a whole new bathroom 
though to justify my tuition being spent 

that way. ”

Jordan Wilkins:
“It’s a total no brainer. Why would we not. 

Everyone should feel safe and comfort-
able on campus and if a neutral bathroom 
is what someone needs then that is what 

they should get. “




