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Olesya Gonta’s name was misspelled in the byline accompanying her photo on page 23 of the March issue.

A healthy democracy can only exist with freedom of  speech and press. It allows 
the public to make vital decisions based on independently compiled accurate 
information. It is known as the fourth estate, the one that balances and controls 
political power. And it has to be free of  external control.

The U.S. constitution in its First Amendment protects the freedom of  speech and 
press as one of  the foundations of  American society. This freedom often threatens 
those in power, unfortunately leading to efforts to squash independent press. And 
this happens both in higher spheres and in local ones.

In this issue, the Circuit goes deeper into the importance of  press freedom at 
Seattle Central Community College. Going back some years ago, editor in chief  
Casey Jaywork brings up the unclear and taboo story of  the City Collegian, the original 

college newspaper that was shut down under suspicious and potentially illegal circumstances. The Collegian was 
well known for practicing investigative journalism which sometimes didn’t portray the administration in a positive 
light.

Good journalism can be very dangerous for some. Good journalism is risky. Good journalism serves the 
best interest of  a community, and good journalism is what the Circuit is pursuing. If  this college wants to have 
a healthy, informed, and actively democratic community, then the school newspaper can’t be controlled by 
administrative staff. It has to be independent and only controlled by students. It has to be able to bring up issues 
without fear of  being shut down.

Journalism is needed now more than ever. Hard news should exist in every school. Remember when two 
journalists of  the Washington Post in the 70’s were able to make President Nixon to resign due to the espionage 
inside the Democratic National Committee headquarters?

Besides the Collegian story, in this issue Reuven Pinnata researches the school bathrooms (p. 8), Josh Kelety 
brings the latest news about the $15 minimum wage debate (p. 11), Katherine Morgan gives you advice about 
where to go out if  you are under 21 (p. 27), and Kaylin Finke responds to our Women’s Forum issue (p. 14).

You are very lucky to have in your hands a school magazine which is made to give students a voice and to let 
them know what’s happening around their community. Whatever happens, the Circuit is and will be committed to 
pursuing high quality journalism to improve the community and the society that it serves.

We welcome responses to the Collegian story, particularly from representatives of  Student Leadership and the 
City Collegian.
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Name change elicits discussion, protest
Josh Kelety | Campus News & Opinion Editor

n March 13th the Seattle Com-
munity College District Board 
of  Trustees voted unanimously 

to drop the word ‘Community’ from all 
district college titles, finalizing a drawn-
out process of  rebranding Seattle’s com-
munity colleges. But there are mixed 
feelings among the Seattle Colleges’ 
community on the BoT’s decision.

“We believe this [the name change] 
will inspire prospective students to reach 
higher than they thought possible,” The 
Seattle Times reported Seattle Community 
College District (SCCD) Chancellor Jill 
Wakefield saying during the March 13th 
BoT meeting. 

The BoT and SCCD cite the renam-
ing as a way to increase enrollment and 
add credibility to Seattle’s community 
colleges, which currently offer and are 
developing four year bachelor degree 
programs. Other two-year colleges in 
the state and the nation have undergone 
similar rebranding, such Bellevue Col-
lege (formerly known as Bellevue Com-
munity College).

“This means that we are no longer an 
exclusively two-year institution,” said 
SCCC President Paul Killpatrick in an 
email sent out to the community shortly 
after the decision was made.

Despite the unanimous BoT vote, 
feedback and public opinion regard-

ing the rebranding is varied. The SCCD 
sent out a survey which showed a major-
ity of  students, faculty, and community 
members were supportive of  the name 
change while a second, similar survey 
put out by the Central Circuit showed less 
definitive results.

Those in opposition view the action 
as symbolic of  the SCCD shifting its 
mission away from providing accessible, 
quality education to marginalized local 
communities (low-income, minorities, 
LGBT, veterans), a role that Seattle col-
leges have traditionally embodied.

Prior to the March 13th vote, Carlos 
Hernandez and small group of  other 
students and community members gath-
ered outside of  SCCC to protest the im-
pending name change. ‘We don’t want to 
be like Bellevue’ was a popular phrase 
repeated at the protest.

“I understand the District’s point of  
view. They are facing a decrease in en-
rollment, they are seeing empty classes, 
and they need to fix that. But I don’t 
think changing our name and this PR 
stunt is going to help that or improve 
our college in any way,” said Ty Pethe, 
the Student Leadership Program Assis-
tant at SCCC who spoke at the event.

Others see the redesign as a marketing 
ploy to help attract more international 
students, whose higher tuition makes 

up a sizable chunk of  college operating 
budgets due to the steep decline in state 
public funding. A presentation given 
at a June public budget hearing on the 
District’s 2013-2014 fiscal year strategy 
specifically outlined plans to use and in-
crease revenue from International Edu-
cation Programs to “offset [state] cuts”.

“You [the SCCD] can market to in-
ternational student markets much bet-
ter with the title ‘college’ as opposed to 
‘community college’,” said Tina Young, 
Director of  SCCC Multicultural Servic-
es during a public forum on the name 
change. 

Another major point of  contention 
for the opposition was the District’s al-
leged avoidance of  transparency on the 
proposed rebranding. Pedro Marquez, 
Executive of  Student Services with the 
SCCC Associated Student Council, not-
ed at the public forum that most faculty 
and students that he talked to learned 
about the name change from him, not 
from the District administrators.

This sentiment was also reflected at 
the March 13th BoT meeting where 
emotions ran high among a group of  
students and community members who 
were protesting the name change. 

“Tell me, where is democracy?” ex-
claimed Hernandez at the meeting, in 
reference to the alleged lack of  public 
engagement on the issue. 

City council member and former 
SCCC faculty Kshama Sawant publi-
cally denounced the District’s drop-
ping of  the word ‘community’ during 
an on-campus rally in favor of  a $15 
per hour minimum wage. “They are not 
just removing a word, they are removing 
the community from the college,” said 
Sawant to raucous applause.

In response to numerous claims that 
the rebranding reflects a change in the 
colleges’ traditional role as servants of  
their communities, Wakefield released 
a statement via email saying “In mak-
ing its decision, the Board reinforced its 
commitment to our mission: The Seattle 
Colleges will provide excellent, acces-

O

Students outside Seattle Central protest the name change. Photo by Casey Jaywork.
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sible education opportunities to prepare 
our students for a challenging future.”

The renaming will be phased in over 
the summer and officially implemented 
just before the start of  the upcoming fall 
quarter in September. – J.K.

Amber Lyons | Student Contributor

eattle Central Community College 
offers perks as a ‘thank you’ for 

handing over your money/credit rating 
to them. There are tons of  these ‘Eas-
ter eggs’ around the school, but here are 
some favorites that are not as advertised 
as they could be.

• If  you take 10 credits and public 
transit, you can get a subsidized Orca 
Card at the Cashier’s Office. You pay 
$125, and $200 is placed on the card. If  
that won’t be enough to cover your tran-
sit needs through the quarter, you can 
use the subsidized card to get the unlim-
ited monthly pass. Once purchased, take 
it to any Orca machine, place the card 
in the machine and select the Puget Pass 
(the one-zone/$2.50 pass costs $90). 
The cost will be taken from the E-Purse 
amount, and the balance can be used to 
renew it at the end of  the month.

• I am a huge fan of  free money and 

Poor in Seattle

S scholarships are one of  the best places 
to find it. SCCC has their own scholar-
ship site, with a general application that 
is (once completed) automatically ap-
plied to different scholarships. You do 
have the ability to apply to some of  the 
scholarships yourself. The process is a 
pain and can be frustrating, but is well 
worth your time. Personal experience: 
I only filled out the general application 
and I received around $3000. Remem-
ber that the amount is based on what 
you qualify for. Apply at seattlecentral.
academicworks.com by May 1st. Apply 
now; you’ll need references and other 
“Oh no, where is that” info.

• The cosmetology school on Harvard 
gives a 20% discount on all services for 
Central students. The services are al-
ready cheap and are supervised by an in-
structor, plus you are helping some fel-
low students practice their skills. – A.L.

This anonymously printed flier was found in the 
BE building’s 4th floor bathroom. Photo by Amber 
Lyons.
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Casey Jaywork | Editor in Chief

eattle Central Community College has received a bronze 
rating in the Sustainability Tracking and Rating System 
(STARS), an assessment of  institutions of  higher edu-

cation and their commitment to broad environmental and so-
cial sustainability.

The rating was part of  a Seattle Community College District 
(SCCD)-wide assessment which awarded North a silver rat-
ing and bronze ratings to Central (which, in the assessment, 
included Seattle Vocational Institute) and South, making the 
SCCD perhaps the first district in the nation to achieve ratings 
in all of  its colleges. The ratings, according to SCC Sustainabil-
ity Coordinator Ian Siadek (who conducted the assessment), 
are meant to serve as a benchmark for a school’s sustainability 
and a roadmap for improvement in the future.

In most areas of  assessment, SCCC received only a fraction 
of  all possible points; its climate rating, for instance, is 1.25 
out of  16.50. Siadek was quick point out, though, that the 
scoring system is in reference to sustainability ideals rather 
than norms that other schools have already achieved, so a 
seemingly-low score is not necessarily indicative of  especially 
unsustainable practices. 

The assessment does not only measure policy decisions 
made by administrators, but tries to look at the broader be-
havior of  the entire campus. For instance, one of  the highest-
scoring areas of  the assessment was Student Commute, which 
is based on how many students commute alone in a car vs. 
how many use “sustainable” transportation like busing, bicy-
cling or carpooling.

Siadek pointed out that North was able to improve its rat-
ing to silver (from bronze two years ago) by using its earlier 
assessment as a guide to improvement in combination with 
a campus-specific sustainability coordinator. He hopes that 
similar improvements will follow at Central, though political 
will and institutional support will be needed.

Part of  that institutional support takes the form of  Stu-
dent Leadership’s Sustainability Committee, which “works 
with college administration to examine and improve sustain-
able practices on campus and to educate the Seattle Central 
Student Body about the environmental and philosophical 
concept of  sustainability.” According to Associated Student 
Council (ASC) Executive of  Administration Leah Remsen, the 
committee is currently only comprised of  students, though it’s 
open to staff  and faculty. She says that their main emphasis 
this year “has been a survey of  students, staff, and faculty on 
Central’s waste management system” and considering a pro-
posal to add secure bike storage to the parking garage on Har-
vard. Other projects include trying to add compost bins to the 
Atrium cafeteria (the cutlery and plates of  which are already 
compostable, according to Siadek) and coordinating an Earth 
Awareness event and other workshops and lectures. 

Sustainability has become an increasingly urgent concern in 
the past fifty years. Many credit Rachel Carson’s book Silent 

Campus pursues sustainability

S Spring, which documented the effects of  toxic pesticides on lo-
cal ecosystems, as launching the contemporary environmental 
movement. More recently, climate scientists have warned that 
air pollution is permanently changing atmosphere of  the plan-
et, leading to crop failure, rising oceans, and violent weather. 
Authors including Pulitzer Prize-winner Jared Diamond have 
shown how earlier civilizations such as the Romans and Maya 
collapsed by overextending resources, and argued that our civ-
ilization could follow the same path. (For instance, the global 
food supply maxed out about a century ago, and has only been 
able to support continuing population growth through use of  
artificial fertilizers.) And a recent NASA-funded study argues 
that over-use of  renewable resources is compounded by eco-
nomic inequality, since “elites” are able to insulate themselves 
from (and therefore ignore) early effects of  resource deple-
tion and social collapse.

The practical obstacle underlying all of  these larger prob-
lems is what political scientists call a “collective action prob-
lem”: how is it possible to coordinate sustainability efforts 
broadly enough for them to be effective? Siadek and Remsen’s 
work can be seen as a small step toward tackling this obstacle. 
— C.J.

The Sustainability Committee meets at 3pm most Mondays; Leah 
Remsen can be contacted at lremse01@seattlecentral.edu. Ian Siadek 
can be reached at Ian.Siadak@seattlecolleges.edu. Both exhort students 
to contact them and get involved in improving campus sustainability. 

Advertisement! Support your student magazine by buying a snazzy shirt.
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 private bathroom at home can be quite a nice 
place. Many a thing that does not have to do 
with our digestive system takes place within 

the confines of  a washroom’s porcelain—the re-
construction of  our confidence as we 
look into the mirror, the rekindling of  
our hopes for a career as a vocalist, the 
Hamletian interior monologue we hold with ourselves 
because we have nothing else to do. But this is why, 
perhaps, by nature, restrooms were never meant to be 
public. In the utmost sense, the use of  public restrooms 
is purely utilitarian—who doesn’t enter 
a public restroom without hastening out 
as soon as one has done whatever it is 
one needs to do? Of  course, there are 
clean public bathrooms, but the facilities 
at our college are less than bearable.

According to David Sandler, Pub-
lic Information Officer at SCCC, this 
year’s budget for the college’s Custo-
dial Services Department (CSD), en-
compassing wages, employee ben-
efits, supplies, maintenance, and 
other custodial-related expenses for 
the entire campus, amounts to a total 
of  $1.29 million. The CSD’s job is to 
administer custodial services to the 
entire campus, from day-and-night 
restroom cleaning to maintaining fa-
cilities. The CSD consists of  23 full-
time staff  and between 4 and 10 part-
time hourly staff, depending on needs 
and staff  availability. With an estimated 
total of  16,000 students attending each year 
(plus employees) and 1 million square feet of  
campus space to cover, they have quite some work on 

their hands. This is without considering the 
fact that SCCC is a public building, which 
means that basically anyone has the right to 
enter and use its restrooms.

Some students responded to this report-
er’s inquiries either unfavorably or indiffer-

e n t l y. Therese Tran thinks that the restrooms are 
gross, especially the ones in the Science and Math building. 
She is also worried about the homeless people who frequent 
the bottom floor of  the Broadway building. On the other 

hand, student Joe Stormer thinks that our rest-
rooms deserve a passing grade: they do not 
smell great, but they do not smell terrible 
either. He also thinks that having to touch 
the restroom handle in order to exit negates 
the act of  hand-washing altogether since no 
hand sanitizer outside is available. “I would 
say that our bathrooms are as run-down-
yet-functional as the rest of  our cam-

pus’ facilities,” he concludes. Ben Iuro, 
meanwhile, epitomizes the sentiment I 
described earlier: he has a long-stand-
ing aversion to public restrooms and 
avoids them whenever he can.

However, you can actually do some-
thing when you find out that some-
thing is damaged or broken. Under 

the heading ‘Services’ in our school 
website, click ‘Facilities’ and then click 

the ‘Facilities Work Order’ link. It will 
take you to a new website where you can 

click ‘Work Request Entry’ to submit a 
work order to notify the school. However, 

please note that this is only for non-emergen-
cy work. — R.P.

Reuven Pinnata | Staff Writer

A

Decrepit bathrooms a campus tradition

Aren’t you glad we print in full color now? Pictures by Casey Jaywork (above) and Reuven Pinnata (below).
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Bathroom Bingo!

Return your completed Bathroom Bingo! sheet (in a plastic bag) to 
the Circuit office, BE 4108, for a sympathetic nod—because going to the 

bathroom should be prize enough.

Amber Lyons | Student Contributor
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Blehh victors at soccer tournament
n March 14th, Seattle Central Community College’s students gathered in the school’s indoor sports court to observe and partici-
pate in the SCCC Soccer Club’s final quarterly ‘knockout round’ tournament. Teams formed from the roughly 30+ members of  
the club went head-to-head in several passionate, lively, and sometimes tense matches (punctuated by the occasional fight). The 

participating contenders included the The Hawks, MAC, East Africa, Hello Kitty, Korea, Alumnus Magnum, and Blehh. In the end Blehh 
took the 1st place trophy, besting East Africa, Korea, and finally GM in the championship round.

The Soccer Club meets twice a week during the quarter to play and practice, in sessions which are open to all SCCC students. Some 
members also play for SCCC’s only official sports team, Seattle Central Futbol Club, which competes in a local adult recreational league.

All photos and captions by Josh Kelety.

O
Josh Kelety | Campus News & Opinion Editor

All eyes on the ball.

Blehh, the tournament champions.

A foul in action.

Passion invokes a scuffle.

Players take a breather in between games. The referee makes a call.
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$15 minimum wage marches ahead

he heated debate on raising Seattle’s minimum wage to 
$15 per hour has developed dramatically over the past 

couple of  months, leaving the question of  ‘if ’ in the dust and 
moving forward to ‘how and when’ such an increase will be 
implemented. Everyone is wondering what the final proposal 
will look like, and how it will affect Seattle as a whole. 

Since Socialist Alternative candidate Kshama Sawant’s suc-
cessful bid for a City Council seat and last summer’s lively fast 
food workers strikes, the issue of  raising the minimum wage 
has dominated Seattle’s political sphere. Both of  last year’s 
mayoral candidates endorsed $15 per hour (the cornerstone of  
Sawant’s platform) and Mayor-elect Ed Murray went right to 
work commissioning a Income Inequality Committee to tackle 
the issue and have a quality proposal drafted by late April. 

A February poll conducted by EMC Research showed that 
68% of  Seattle residents support a $15 per hour minimum 
wage.

So far the mayor’s committee has kept a tight lid on its closed-
door proceedings, leaving the public to sift through a mess of  
varying voices from the business community, the passionate 
rhetoric of  15Now (the organization fielding the fight for $15 
per hour), organized labor, opposing media outlets, and local 
town halls and forums.

However, recent policy shifts on the part of  15Now and 
Sawant in addition to the release of  results from a city-commis-
sioned study by the University of  Washington on the impacts 
of  a $15/hour minimum wage have changed the conversation 

dramatically. 
The UW study, which was released on March 26th, showed 

that roughly a third of  Seattle residents make less than $15/
hour and that a realistic ‘living wage’ in the city is around $25/
hour for one parent and one child. In addition, it was found 
that the majority of  low-wage workers fell within industries 
ranging from foodservice and retail to office administrative 
support and childcare.

Previously, the conversation was dominated by an uncom-
fortable wedge between ‘no compromises’ supporters of  the 
wage increase (a position previously encouraged by Sawant and 
15Now), and the small business community, who fear that in-
creased labor costs will force many of  their operations to cut 
employee hours and benefits, fire staff, and shut their doors.

“Up until now there has been a lot of  black and white in the 
dialogue,” said Michelle Welles, Executive Director at the Capi-
tol Hill Chamber of  Commerce and a member of  the Mayor’s 
Income Inequality Committee.

A March 5th town hall on $15 per hour reflected that divi-
sion, pitting predictions of  the possible collapse of  small busi-
nesses in Seattle against calls for urgent action to combat pov-
erty amongst low-wage workers. 

Jasmine Donovan, Vice President of  Marketing for Dick’s 
Drive-In, said at the town hall that an immediate wage hike 
would force the company to cut benefits for their employees 
and raise prices, while Amanda Richards, a McDonald’s em-
ployee and SCCC student, said she wouldn’t have to rely on 

Josh Kelety | Campus News & Opinion Editor

T

Photo by Josh Kelety.
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public assistance or her family to help her pay bills and make 
rent if  the minimum wage were $15 per hour.

SCCC Public Informations Officer David Sandler said that 
while the college supports a higher minimum wage, the State 
Legislature has not appropriated funds to compensate for $15 
per hour.

The conversation has taken a different direction since a March 
15th 15Now rally, where Sawant publicly endorsed a three-year 
wage phase-in for small businesses starting at $11 per hour in 
January 2015. This contrasted with her and 15Now’s original 
‘no-exemptions’ platform. 

Large corporations and businesses would still face an imme-
diate hike to $15 per hour.

“We have responded to their [small business/non-profit 
community] stated concerns, now we will see if  the concerns 
for small businesses and non-profit human services are genu-
ine. Without small business to hide behind, will big business 
show its face?” said Sawant at the March 15th rally out side of  
SCCC.

Voices from national and multinational corporations and 
franchises such as McDonald’s and Subway have stayed largely 
silent throughout the debate, with only Starbucks CEO How-
ard Schultz coming out publicly in opposition to the wage in-
crease.

“Some of  the big players [major corporations] are 
not in the room [the Income Inequality Committee], 
aren’t coming to the table and don’t want to come to 
the table. They don’t want to be seen as a part of  this 
conversation,” said Welles. 

Small businesses, on the other hand, have been 
highly active in the conversation. Recent survey data, 
published by the Capitol Hill Seattle Blog, of  18 Seat-
tle neighborhood commerce groups and the Greater 
Seattle Business Association shows that a 60% ma-
jority supported phasing in a 15 dollar an hour mini-
mum wage over three years, with 86% of  the survey 
respondents having 10 or fewer employees. 

On Capitol Hill, an area saturated with many cher-
ished neighborhood small businesses, views on the 
issue increase vary by business.

Ritu Shah-Burnham, owner of  Z Pizza on Broad-

way and employer of  16 (minimum-wage) em-
ployees, is adamantly against $15 per hour. “I 
think there is this misconception that small 
business owners and business owners have tons 
and tons of  money, and that we’re making all 
kinds of  cash. We’re not,” said Shah-Burnham.

On the other hand Jamie Lutton, owner of  
Twice Sold Tales bookstore on Harvard Av-
enue, said that her business could absorb the 
labor costs if  applied through a multiple year 
phase in. She currently pays her three employ-
ees $11.50 an hour.

“Yeah I’d be paying my employees more, 
but all of  my customers would be making 15 
dollars an hour,” said Jason Grimes, owner of  

Spin Cycle music store on Harrison and Broadway and sup-
porter of  a wage phase-in. 

The UW study also found that 34% of  Capitol Hill and Cen-
tral District residents make less than $15/hour.

Robby Stern, President of  the Puget Sound Advocates for 
Retirement Action, described the touted potential negative ef-
fects on small businesses as overblown while speaking at the 
March 15th rally.

“What has made the present job market difficult is the Wall 
Street- and bank-created recession, not the minimum wage,” 
said Stern. 

Washington State’s minimum wage has been increasing an-
nually since 1998, when voters opted to tie it to state infla-
tion levels rather than the Federal standard. Lately, cities across 
the country have been discussing or actively accelerating wage 
hikes to combat high costs of  living in urban areas that state-
set minimums don’t necessarily reflect.

Typically, businesses have dealt with increased labor costs of  
minimum wage hikes through lower employee turnover rates, 
minor product pricing increases, and small decreases in com-
pany profits.

In regards to claims of  the potential negative effects on non-
profit and publicly funded human service providers, Sawant 
said at the March 15th rally that workers should not suffer just 

Income Inequality Committee members listen at Town Hall. Photo by Josh Kelety.

Onlookers view 15Now rally from adjacent business. Photo by Casey Jaywork.
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because of  funding 
stagnation for city 
social welfare opera-
tions. “The people 
serving the poor are 
poor themselves,” 
she said. 

“The work we do 
is essential to mak-
ing this city run, and 
we have a right to 
live in the city that 
we serve,” said Jesse 
Inman at the March 
15th rally, a employ-
ee at the Downtown 
Emergency Services 
Center, a non-profit 
homeless shelter.

Despite the small-
business compro-
mise, Sawant and 
15Now made it clear 
that they are keeping 

the option of  a ballot initiative on the table as a way to leverage 
pressure on the Mayor’s committee, should their final propos-
al prove inadequate. 15Now is holding a conference on April 
26th to organize for a potential initiative campaign.

“If  they [the committee] propose something with tip penalty, 
total compensation, phased in over five years, I think it is pretty 

clear that people would want a ballot initiative,” said Philip 
Locker, a 15Now spokesperson.

Tip credit, training wages, and total compensation (i.e. count-
ing employee benefits and tips as part of  a worker’s wage) are 
ideas that have been circulating the city-wide discussion. They 
are fiercely opposed by Sawant and 15Now. 

WA State Law currently prevents employers from counting 
tip credit as part of  wages owed to a worker.

So far a general consensus on defining the difference be-
tween small business and big business has yet to surface from 
the Income Inequality Committee. They’re also mum about 
how to factor in local franchises of  larger corporations. 

But hopes are high for upcoming negotiations, given Sawant’s 
recent policy shift and the results from the UW wage-increase 
study.

“We’ve been doing a lot of  education [for the committee] 
and public outreach,” said Welles. “We haven’t really started to 
dig in yet and say ‘this is where I’m at’. That will happen now,” 
he added. 

While raising the minimum wage has been a hot-button is-
sue for the past several months, some see raising the minimum 
wage as only a small part in solving systemic poverty and in-
come inequality.

Assuming that their proposal passes, Locker indicated that 
Sawant, 15Now, and Socialist Alternative will refocus efforts 
to properly fund public services, by shaping city tax code to be 
more progressive via corporate excise taxes, income taxes, and 
high property developer impact fees.

Welles referred to a minimum wage increase as being a “band-
aid to stop the bleeding” rather than a final solution. – J.K.

601 S. King St. #102, Seattle, WA 98104
Tel: 206-264-1779www.venusktv.com

Mon-Thur:  3pm - 2am
Fri-Sat:  2pm - 4am
Sun:  2pm - 2am

Private Room Karaoke
Wide Selection of Songs:
- Chinese
- English
- Japanese

- Vietnamese
- Korean

Sawant shows solidarity outside SCCC. Photo by 
Josh Kelety.
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I’m a person too

y name is Kaylin and I am a transgender woman. I 
want to talk about something very important to me, 

which is who I am. 
I became aware of  gender around the age of  six when I en-

tered first grade. Of  course, I didn’t know that everyone didn’t 
feel how I felt; I was a girl, no different from my classmates, 
and the topic of  gender was never brought up. My friends were 
other girls, and, sure, I had some guy friends too, but I suppose 
in primary school most people do.

The reason I write this is I want to help people understand 
who I am and who others who identify as transgender are. Some 
people might not recognize they’re transgender until they’re 
forty; some might know as far back as they can remember. Per-
haps they are the lucky ones; if  their parents can afford it they 
might be put on hormone blockers before they reach puberty 
and never develop the secondary characteristics of  their birth 
sex (and of  course there are more than two sexes).

The last issue of  the Central Circuit [March ‘14, Women’s Fo-
rum] focused heavily on feminism. I want to talk about a spe-
cific term—but before I do, I want to explain something briefly. 
Feminism is not about women oppressing or being more pow-
erful than men. In fact it’s not about women at all: it’s about 
everybody. The name is unfortunate and very misleading; per-
haps we should call it the equality movement instead of  the 
feminist movement. It’s about everybody who faces inequality 
and discrimination. It’s about country of  origin, the color of  
one’s skin, their gender and sex, their sexual orientation, and 
the society they live in. Even if  we control for all factors except 
(constructed, binary) gender, men and women both face op-
pression on different fronts. Ever try to get equal rights as a 
man in a divorce? You won’t. As a woman, ever try to get the 
same attention or pay in sports? It doesn’t happen. Feminism is 

about deconstructing these ideas and making sure everybody 
has an equal footing. But my main goal in this article is not to 
talk about feminism.

The point of  this is to discuss the use of  the term “transgen-
dered,” which was used in the previous issue of  Central Circuit. I 
cannot speak for everybody. I speak for myself, and I suppose 
I speak for my transgender friends as well, but I feel this term 
dehumanizes us and ignores the reality of  our situation. We’re 
transgender, not transgendered. Despite the fact that it may 
take decades to come to terms with the situation, we’re born 
this way. We’re not transgendered, just as people aren’t gayed, 
Asianed, or humaned. It’s not something that happens to us, 
and it’s not something that can be cured. We’re not suddenly 
cisgendered (this term refers to people who do not identify as 
transgender; the cis- prefix is borrowed from chemistry) if  we 
have sexual reassignment surgery—not that it’s required for 
transgender people to undergo such a procedure or even to 
want to. Same goes for hormone replacement therapy. I inject 
estrogen into my thighs every two weeks, I take progesterone 
every day, but this doesn’t make me a different person. I have a 
friend who doesn’t use hormones; I have another who doesn’t 
want surgery.

I’m glad the Central Circuit chose to write about us. We need 
people to be aware of  who we are and to not think of  us as 
freaks or monsters but as people. What we don’t need is to 
have the fact that we’re people with various identities ignored: 
I, for example, am queer, transgender, female, polyamorous, 
asexual, a feminist, and panromantic (think bisexual without 
the sex). But above all, I am a person.

When you talk about us, when you write about us, when you 
think about us, please: think of  the word “transgender,” and 
think of  us as the people we are. We’re just like you. — K.F.

Kaylin Finke | Student Contributor
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Unaccountable oversight: 
the PubBoard, the Collegian, and the Circuit

ntroduction
Do you deserve a student newspa-

per?
This article describes how unaccount-

able administrators illegally terminated 
the Seattle Central student newspaper 
six years ago in what amounted to a se-
cret court—and could do it again tomor-
row if they wanted. 

But it also asks whether that even mat-
ters—whether Seattle Central students 
are democratic citizens to whom admin-
istrators ought to be accountable, or just 
consumers of education and employees-
in-training who should expect no say 
in campus decisions. An independent 
student publication is only needed if the 
first vision is true: if students care about 
what happens here, and need informa-
tion on which to base their involvement 
in school governance.

If you want a voice in your school, read 
on. And prepare to be concerned.

Prelude: Meet the Collegian
From fall 1966 through spring 2008, 

Seattle Central’s student newspaper 
was the City Collegian. Published twice a 
month, the paper was praised by the Seat-
tle Times because it “won numerous state 
and regional awards and has twice been 
a finalist for the national Associated Col-
legiate Press Pacemaker award.”

In its last five years, professor Jeb 
Wyman advised the Collegian and ran 
upper-level journalism classes. (He now 
teaches English.) These classes followed 
a lab model, meaning that students used 
the Collegian to develop their skills as 
journalists in much the same way that 
students today can receive credits for 
service learning. According to the win-
ter ‘08 syllabus, paid Collegian positions 
(e.g. editing, proofreading) were separate 
from and complementary to classwork 
(i.e. writing). For this extracurricular 
work, Collegian staff received quarterly 
stipends funded via student fees, which 

Casey Jaywork | Editor in Chief

were channeled through Student Lead-
ership, headed by Associate Dean Lexie 
Evans.

Several sources confirm that the Col-
legian was a flourishing enterprise during 
the last five years of its existence, largely 
due to Wyman. A spring ‘07 review of 
the journalism classes by outside faculty 
heaps praise on him, writing that the pro-
gram “is thriving because of its strong 
advisor.” In emails to Wyman that the 
Circuit retrieved through a public records 
request, other faculty wrote things like 
“You resurrected the Collegian from the 
grave over the past five years” and “Un-
der your guidance, The Collegian grew 
from a skimpy, erratic publication that 
no one noticed and emerged as a real, 
professional newspaper that everyone 
read.”

Enter the Publications Board
Per state law, student publications at 

Seattle Central are supervised by a Pub-
lications Board. The PubBoard was (and 
is) part of the Seattle Central administra-
tion, and is staffed by students, faculty 
and staff who are appointed by the col-
lege president. State law (WAC 132F-
121-040) gives the PubBoard “general 
authority” over student publications in 
order to promote “free and responsible 
discussion of campus and community 
issues,” though the PubBoard may not 
censor content and must adhere to law 
and industry standards (unless otherwise 
approved by the president).

 In 2007-08, the PubBoard includ-
ed Wyman and editor in chief Rachel 
Swedish, as well as Student Leadership 
employee Sam Chesneau (Cultural Pro-
gramming & Development Coordinator) 
and English faculty Paul Croon. The 
PubBoard was chaired by Director of 
Public Relations and Marketing Laura 
Mansfield. Prior to the ‘07-’08 school 
year, the PubBoard didn’t do much. That 
year, however, it became the setting for 
an escalating conflict over the indepen-
dence and credit load requirements for 
staffers of the Collegian.

The most obvious impetus for the Pub-
Board’s newly-invigorated involvement 
was an editorial by student-editor Lee 
Myers, who claimed systemic racism is 
a fiction and black poverty is caused by 
a culture of victimhood. According to 
professor Carl Livingston, who advised 
the Black Student Union at the time, 
students of color felt “outraged” and 
“belittled” by the Collegian’s decision to 
run the article—a decision which, he 
says, Collegian staff saw as a free-speech 
issue. Angry readers organized a protest 
of the paper, and a forum was held in 
the Atrium for students to voice their 
reactions. The following issue of the Col-
legian featured several rebuttals to Myers’ 

I
Author’s note on plausible bias: early drafts of  this story were written as part of  a 5-credit independent study with Jeb Wyman; I was trained and am 

paid and supervised by Student Leadership. Neither party saw or edited the article that you are reading.

City Collegian archives are viewable in the SCCC 
library. Photo by Josh Kelety.
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article, and a front-page apol-
ogy from the editor in chief for 
not appropriately vetting the 
editorial. Wyman says that he 
offered his resignation to Vice 
President of Instruction Ron 
Hamburg, who declined it.

But there are other Collegian 
stories from Wyman’s tenure 
which might have embarrassed 
the college and Student Lead-
ership and plausibly motivated 
intensified administrative in-
volvement. For example:
• Its coverage and criticism of 
the Associated Student Coun-
cil’s (ASC) controversial deci-
sion to use $465,000 of student 
money toward the opening of 
the Science and Math (SAM) 
building, purchasing furniture 
that the school had failed to 
budget for. To celebrate Evans, 
the ASC attempted to name 
the SAM’s Learning Center 
after her; in response, Colle-
gian Managing Editor Chris 
Bruffey disparaged Evans as 
“the equivalent of [a] live-in 
lobbyist.”
• Its coverage of two consecutive Seattle 
Central security managers who both al-
legedly violated the federal Clery Act by 
failing to accurately record and report 
campus crime. Both resigned.
• Its coverage of the (still ongoing) strat-
egy by administrators to fill budget holes 
by courting international students, who 
pay much higher tuition than domestic 
students.

In interview, Croon described content-
related tensions between the Collegian 
and the administration during ‘07-’08. 
In the view of some administrators, he 
says, the Collegian was “just a mouthpiece 
for the faculty union,” and the adminis-
tration did not want a strong investiga-
tive journalism program; then-president 
Mildred Olee felt especially targeted 
by the paper. Tom Davis, an Interna-
tional Programs faculty who lobbied for 
the reinstatement of the Collegian after 
its termination, agrees. Convening the 
PubBoard and the eventual decision to 
end the paper “was motivated by fear 
that [the Collegian] was making the col-
lege and/or certain administrators look 

bad,” he says. “It was very clear that the 
administration had decided to axe the 
Collegian for reasons of public relations.”

These content-related tensions also 
surfaced within the PubBoard. Swedish 
says that at her first meeting with the 
PubBoard, she was “handed a sheet by 
a member of Student Leadership with a 
list of demands for content,” including 
“that every member of Student Lead-
ership be featured in the Collegian.” An 
internal Student Leadership email sent 
on 11/12/07 obtained by the Circuit sup-
ports her story:

Student Leadership requests that The 
City Collegian enters into a formal agree-
ment to: 1) report on all student events in 
which a press release has been submitted 
for in a timely fashion, 2) publish a list 
of the current clubs each issue, 3) publish 
picture & a biography sketch of every stu-
dent board members (ASC, CAB, and 
SORC) at least once a year, 4) publish all 
articles submitted by ASC, CAB, and 
SORC as long as they meet the require-
ments that the collegian has set for their 
own submissions in order best represent 
and serve the student body of Seattle Cen-

tral Community College.
The WAC governing the 

PubBoard specifically cites the 
American Society of Newspa-
per Editors’ (ASNE) “State-
ment of Principles” as a guide 
for appropriate conduct. Ar-
ticle III reads: 
Independence. Journalists must 
avoid impropriety and the ap-
pearance of impropriety as well 
as any conflict of interest or the 
appearance of conflict. They 
should neither accept anything 
nor pursue any activity that 
might compromise or seem to 
compromise their integrity. 
It’s not clear how Student 
Leadership’s request for a “for-
mal agreement” mandating 
content is consistent with this 
principle. 

But the main bone of con-
tention that year was whether 
to require paid Collegian staff to 
register for a minimum of 10 
credits per quarter, rather than 
simply be a registered student. 
Wyman and Swedish held that 
the burden of 10 credits would 

effectively prevent quality student jour-
nalism: between keeping up with class 
and working a second job to make rent, 
editors would have little time for their 
Collegian duties. Evans countered that 
the paper was an “extra project through 
which a student can augment his or her 
academic development,” and should be 
brought “into congruence with the stu-
dent development goals” via the 10 credit 
requirement, which was (and is) standard 
for paid student leaders.

This dispute cuts to the heart of a 
fundamental philosophical disagree-
ment: is the student publication just 
another student board, like the College 
Activities Board (CAB) or Tournaments 
and Games (TAG)—a space solely for 
“leadership development,” in which the 
product is basically irrelevant as long as 
everyone learns and grows? Or does the 
role of student publications as watchdogs 
of democracy mean that their product 
(i.e. the news) has a special importance 
beyond “leadership development,” and 
thus student journalists should be held 
to different standards from student lead-

• Sam Chesneau was and is a non-student employee of Student 
Leadership. He sat on the ‘07-’08 PubBoard, and currently ad-
vises the College Activities Board (CAB).
• Paul Croon was and is an English professor at Seattle Central. 
He was the faculty-at-large on the ‘07-’08 PubBoard.
• Tom Davis is an International Programs faculty who lobbied 
for the Collegian’s reinstatement. In an online petition, Davis and 
other Collegian supporters garnered 280 signatures, many from 
Seattle Central alumni, in favor of their cause.
• Lexie Evans was and is the Dean of Student Leadership. She 
did not serve on the PubBoard in ‘07-’08, but lobbied for tighter 
control over the Collegian. She is now the PubBoard chair.
• JK Howell was a Collegian editor elected by the paper’s staff to 
become the ‘08-’09 editor in chief. Prior to his work at the Col-
legian, he was an Army journalist stationed in Iraq.
• Laura Mansfield was the Seattle Central Director of Public Rela-
tions and Marketing and served as chair of the PubBoard in ‘07-
’08. She is now the Director of Communications at UW Bothell.
• Lee Myers wrote the controversial editorial which ostensibly 
sparked renewed PubBoard oversight of the Collegian. Myers had 
written similar (though less pointed) editorials in the past.
• Mildred Olee was the president of Seattle Central during and 
immediately after the Collegian’s termination.
• During the Collegian’s last quarters in winter and spring ‘08, 
Rachel Swedish served as the paper’s editor in chief and sat on 
the Publications Board.
• Audrey Wright was the Dean of Humanities during ‘07-’08. She 
was Wyman’s immediate supervisor, and cut all Seattle Central 
journalism classes weeks after his resignation from the Collegian.
• Jeb Wyman currently teaches English at Seattle Central. From 
2003-08 he taught journalism, served as the Collegian’s advisor, 
and sat on the Publications Board.

The Players, alphabetically
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ers (e.g. the ASNE’s principles)?

Evans, Chesneau, and Mansfield main-
tained the former; representatives of the 
Collegian maintained the latter. And ac-
cording to Wyman, the PubBoard was 
used as a vehicle of administrative ha-
rassment to control the paper, and im-
pose a philosophy of “student leadership 
development” that eroded the paper’s 
public mission. 

It is not clear what other members of 
the PubBoard thought, because—in vio-
lation of state law—there are no public 
records of its meetings.

Sunshine Laws
No one at Student Leadership was able 

to provide me with any minutes of the 
meetings of the PubBoard. Chesneau 
says the meetings were “very infor-
mal.” Evans’ assistant told me that she 
had “never seen them,” and Director 
of Communications David Sandler was 
also unable to locate any.

That means that there is no documen-
tation of a series of controversial meet-
ings which culminated in the effective 
termination of the student publication. 
From an ethical standpoint, this is trou-
bling, since the absence of documenta-
tion makes it impossible for students or 
anyone else to hold Boardmembers ac-
countable. The PubBoard was essentially 
a secret court.

Beyond the ethics of transparency, 
however, is the requirement by Washing-
ton state Sunshine Laws that meetings 
of public governing bodies—including 
committees within public educational 
institutions—be declared open to the 
public and keep publicly available min-
utes. Mansfield and the PubBoard vio-
lated state law by holding meetings that 
were closed to the public and unrecord-
ed. (See the laws’ language at CentralCir-
cuit.com.) So the circumstances leading 
to the termination of the Collegian were 
not only opaque and unaccountable; they 
were also illegal.

Conflicting stories about 
PubBoard operations

In June ‘08, about a week before the 
end of the school year and a few days af-
ter that year’s final issue had been pub-
lished, Wyman resigned in protest from 
his position as Collegian advisor (not 

from his faculty position). According to 
Wyman, he unsuccessfully tried to meet 
with his dean, Audrey Wright, weeks 
beforehand to discuss his plans. He says 
that he quit because the ‘07-’08 Pub-
Board was “used by the administration 
as a punitive body to harass and perse-
cute the paper” via false accusations and 
increased credit requirements. The crux 
of his view is that Mansfield, in collabo-
ration with Evans and with the complic-
ity of Dean Wright and president Olee, 
manipulated the PubBoard to control 
the Collegian. And when even the Pub-
Board itself voted down Evans’ proposed 
10 credit requirement, he says, Mansfield 
overruled the vote and handed the issue 
to Evans to unilaterally decide. Disgust-
ed, Wyman resigned, thinking a new ad-
visor would be assigned to the paper (as 
had always happened in the past). Had he 
known his resignation would lead to the 
termination of the Collegian, he says, “I 
would never have stepped down.”

Evans and her employee Sam Chesneau 
contest Wyman’s allegations of corrup-
tion and harassment. Evans was ill on 
the day we were supposed to interview, 
so I was directed to speak with Chesneau 
instead. (Evans remained too busy in 
following weeks to reschedule our inter-
view, so my only direct contact with her 
in this investigation was via email.)

Chesneau, who sat on the ‘07-’08 Pub-
Board, maintains that its involvement 
with the Collegian was triggered by outcry 
against Myers’ controversial editorial. In 
Myers’ wake, he says, “the Publications 
Board started convening to just make 
sure that things were running—opera-
tions wise, administratively—OK, since 
they’re using S&A dollars.” Starting 
from specific concern about the My-
ers editorial, the PubBoard expanded 
its involvement to other aspects of the 
Collegian’s production—in particular, 
considering a 10 credit requirement for 
newspaper staff.

Chesneau says that, far from being 
overruled by Mansfield, the PubBoard 
itself approved the 10 credit requirement 
for newspaper staff nearly unanimously. 
“Our response [to the concern that a 10 
credit minimum would prevent serious 
student journalism] was, ‘If the students 
aren’t willing to participate because 
they’re not taking 10 credits, is this really 

a need for students?” Chesneau says. “If 
we’re gonna pay students, they gotta be 
students.” He repeatedly mentioned the 
fear that “hired guns” “off the street” 
could work for the paper (though he did 
not know of an actual instance of this 
occurring) and said that students who 
couldn’t handle 10 credits “should find 
another gig.” 

Wyman, in Chesneau’s version of 
things, was the only hostile presence at 
the PubBoard. He “was really unruly 
in the meeting. [He] started shouting at 
people...He had a fit about it, and then re-
signed...He very strategically waited until 
people were checked out for spring quar-
ter…[and] took his ball and went home.” 
Chesneau also suggests that Wyman 
dodged responsibility for the Myers 
editorial—“You gotta take some sort of 
accountability, and not let your students 
take the heat”—and financially exploited 
his position: part of an advisor’s job in-
cludes “not letting other people do their 
work for them while they’re collecting 
a big paycheck or stipend, as their advi-
sor [Wyman] was doing.” (When asked 
to substantiate this serious accusation, 
Chesneau “retracted” it, saying that I was 
taking his words out of context; you can 
read the transcript for yourself at Cen-
tralCircuit.com.)

After Wyman resigned in June ‘08, 
Chesneau says, Student Leadership and 
the Publications Board “put the paper on 
pause while we reassess[ed] and figure[d] 
out what the students want[ed]. There 
was a lot of work done by the ASC [ask-
ing students]...’What is it you guys want? 
How do you want your funds to best 
serve you?’” (Chesneau was not able to 
produce any documentation of that sur-
vey work.) Most students the ASC talked 
to, he says, felt that the Collegian “didn’t 
represent them,” had bad content, and 
was “utilized for people’s personal beefs 
with administration.”

The stories vs. the evidence
Per the evidence uncovered in my in-

vestigation, Chesneau’s story is problem-
atic (to put it mildly). If the paper was 
low-quality, how did it manage to win so 
many awards? And how would a 10 cred-
it requirement address this (rather than 
make it worse)? As Wyman and Swedish 
predicted, Circuit staffers (subject to the 
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10 credit requirement) have struggled to 
succeed academically and survive finan-
cially while still producing serious jour-
nalism. My staff routinely works twice 
the number of hours they’re paid for; so 
far this year, we’ve lost two staff writers 
and four editors due to overwork, i.e. our 
staff turnover rate is greater than 50%. 

There are other problems with 
Chesneau’s narrative. If Wyman was 
exploiting his position, why did his su-
periors and peers applaud his dedica-
tion in curriculum reviews and personal 
emails? How was Wyman responsible 
for allowing the Myers editorial when he 
was ethically prohibited from interfering 
with newspaper content? And how can 
Chesneau consider a guy who offers his 
own resignation for one of his editor’s 
bad decisions to be ‘dodging responsi-
bility’? If the Collegian was unresponsive 
and uninvolved in campus culture, how 
is it that dozens of students contributed 
articles to each issue, and why were the 
vast majority of its news stories specific 
to the Seattle Central campus and com-
munity? Perhaps most importantly: if (as 
Chesneau claims) the PubBoard voted 
in favor of the 10 credit requirement for 
Collegian staff, why does a 4/22/08 email 
show PubBoard chair Mansfield handing 
the decision off to Evans, who then im-
posed the 10 credit requirement? Only if, 
as Wyman claims, the PubBoard voted 
down the 10 credit requirement does 
this upwards delegation to Evans make 
sense. (Chesneau did not respond to re-
quest for comment on this discrepancy.)

No conflict of interest?
When I suggested to Chesneau that 

Mansfield might have had a conflict of 
interest serving as both chair of the Pub-
Board and head of college Public Rela-
tions, he was skeptical. “[S]he was just 
there to make sure the meetings ran 
smooth,” he says. “[M]ost of the issues 
that were coming up were brought up 
by the students themselves.” Chesneau 
was not able to recall any specific student 
complaints; it was more “just the vibe...
especially among students of color.” He 
dismisses Wyman’s claims that Mans-
field used the PubBoard to control the 
Collegian. “I doubt it. Not in the Pub 
Board at all.” He added, “The thing is, 
the Publications Board wasn’t meant 

to stifle freedom of speech. It was just 
meant to make sure that operations were 
running smoothly on an administrative 
level...that the process was ethical.”

Chesneau’s characterization of Mans-
field as an apolitical facilitator is suspi-
cious. Emails the Circuit retrieved via 
public records request show that there 
was, in fact, ongoing collaboration be-
tween Evans and Mansfield on the sub-
ject of the PubBoard. Whatever her role 
on the PubBoard—neutral facilitator, 
agenda-driven manipulator, or some-
thing in between—Mansfield has since 
refused any public accountability for 
her role in the PubBoard. She appears 
content to let decisions about student 
voices occur behind closed doors, with-
out explanation or documentation. She 
has repeatedly refused to speak not only 
with me about this story, but with almost 
anyone in a documentable way. Replying 
to an indignant email from a student in 
2008, she wrote, “Jeb [Wyman] has dis-
torted my words and lied to discredit me. 
I am happy to talk with you personally 
but I will not have this discussion with 
you or anyone else by email.” 

The fallout
After Wyman’s resignation, all Seattle 

Central journalism classes were cut. The 
Collegian’s offices were locked for the du-
ration of the summer. Allana Bourne, 
former Seattle Central journalism pro-
fessor, says that “it was obvious to every-
one I talked to, including [a Seattle Times 
reporter], that the paper was doomed.”

In August, editor in chief-elect JK 
Howell says he went to campus security 
to be let into the Collegian offices:

I specifically wanted the documents 
that belong to the paper’s Editor-in-
Chief, and are handed down from one 
editor to the next. (I was hoping I might 
find Pub Board regulations there, as the 
EIC is automatically a member of the 
Pub Board.)

An employee (I don’t recall his name, 
he was in his 20s) of Dean Evans showed 
up and unlocked the door for me. When I 
started pulling the EIC folder out of the 
editor’s desk, he said he couldn’t release 
them without permission from Dean Ev-
ans, and called her on his cell phone.

His cell phone speaker was loud, and 
although he was trying to have a private 

conversation, I could hear every word.
Dean Evans asked him if he thought I 

was gathering material for a lawsuit. He 
said he wasn’t sure.

I was allowed to take a couple of docu-
ments (an in-house style guide and a copy 
of the flyer we used to recruit writers) but 
wasn’t allowed to take anything else - in-
cluding the manilla folder marked “Pub 
Board”). I was also allowed to take one 
copy of each issue from our archives that 
I had worked on.

I was never allowed back in the room, 
and shortly thereafter the contents disap-
peared.

The Circuit has not yet been able to 
identify that employee, or to confirm or 
disconfirm Howell’s statement.

Though Howell says Evans made it 
clear to him that the Collegian would not 
be returning during the ‘08-’09 school 
year, the official line from Mansfield and 
president Olee was that it would be up 
and running as soon as they could find 
an advisor. Olee wrote in an all campus 
email that “the Collegian has not been 
permanently discontinued” and was ex-
pected to “resume publication this aca-
demic year.” But no attempt was made 
to find an advisor until January ‘09, eight 
months after Wyman’s resignation, when 
Student Leadership put an ad on 
CraigsList.org. 

Evans says the delay was due to the 
elimination of journalism classes, which 
“required us to seek a new advising 
model.” This explanation is dubious. An 
advisor could have been hired immedi-
ately after Wyman’s resignation, and a 
new model worked out subsequently: the 
elimination of the journalism program 
in no way necessitated the suspension of 
the Collegian. In fact, the journalism class 
cuts should have made getting an advi-
sor to continue the Collegian even more 
urgent, since the editors already trained 
in Wyman’s classes were ready to work 
in fall ‘08 but would soon graduate and 
move on. The delay makes sense if, on 
the other hand, Evans’ goal was not to 
continue the Collegian as such but to re-
boot student publications with an en-
tirely new mission—one more palatable 
to the college administration. Waiting 
until Wyman’s editors left before hiring 
an advisor would have made this kind of 
radical but covert restructuring possible.
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Summary of events
So here’s what we know: for the last 

five years of its existence, the Collegian 
was a “thriving” student newspaper with 
widespread support and heavy student 
involvement. Several of its stories em-
barrassed the administrators who super-
vised it. After Myers’ controversial edi-
torial was published, Student Leadership 
began to use the PubBoard to “request” 
mandatory Student Leadership-friendly 
content, and to push for a 10 credit re-
quirement for Collegian editors as part of 
a broader strategy to bring the paper into 
the administrative fold. Over the course 
of the school year, the PubBoard held a 
series of illegally secret meetings chaired 
by the head of college Public Relations, 
which culminated in Wyman resigning 
in protest. The journalism program was 
scrapped, and the Collegian died despite 
administrators’ assurances that it was 
only on hiatus. Nearly two years after 
Wyman resigned, the culture-heavy/
news-light Central Circuit emerged.

Now what?
While my investigation has not com-

prehensively answered how and why the 
Collegian died, the evidence I’ve uncov-
ered from documents and testimony is 
unambiguous in its general support of 
Wyman’s story and its incongruence with 
important parts of Chesneau’s/Student 
Leadership’s narrative. Still, there’s a lot 

we don’t know, and it’s 
possible that evidence 
will emerge next week 
which casts an entirely 
new light on elements 
of this story.

And that’s the big-
gest point to take from 
this article: we don’t 
know for sure what hap-
pened. Why? Because 
Mansfield kept no re-
cords, despite being 
ethically and legally 
obliged to do so. Con-
sequently, the burden 
of proof should not 
fall on Wyman (who 
has literally over-
whelmed me with 
documentation in sup-
port of his story) but 
on Mansfield, Student 

Leadership, and especially Lexie Evans, 
who emerged from the Collegian debacle 
as a full-fledged dean with consolidated 
control over student publications.

Evans is now the chair of the Pub-
Board, which directly supervises the 
Central Circuit. Her more recent behavior 
has been similarly unaccountable: at the 
beginning of this year, her office failed 
to pay Student Leaders for a manda-
tory, week-long training until the Circuit 
reported that such payment is required 
by state law. Evans is also a power-
ful influence on the student committee 
that manages the budget allocations of 
student funds, and is the direct super-
visor of the Circuit ’s advisor. Even with 
the most trustworthy administrator, this 
level of consolidated influence over stu-
dent press (regulatory authority, budget-
ing, and personnel management) would 
be unacceptable. That it is wielded by an 
administrator who—either through cal-
culated manipulation or sheer incompe-
tence—killed the City Collegian is farcical.

So what can we do?
There are two options. The first is: 

nothing. When Evans and Chesneau 
loudly and non-specifically denounce 
this article as speculative trash, faculty 
and students might feel a vague sympa-
thy toward the Circuit but be too busy to 
get involved. Other administrators will 
make noble noises about how much they 

care about free speech, and behind-the-
scenes changes will ensure that future 
student journalists are more tractable 
than my staff and I.

The second option is that students, 
staff and faculty organize to demand a 
student publication that is properly insu-
lated from administrative control. The 
faculty and staff unions can lead this, as 
can the ASC and other Student Leaders 
if they are willing to take the risk. We 
need to make one demand: that Presi-
dent Killpatrick replace Evans as Pub-
Board chair with a neutral faculty mem-
ber (i.e. someone acceptable to both the 
staff of the Circuit and to Student Lead-
ership). It needs to be faculty because 
they’re better insulated from administra-
tive influence than, well, administrators. 
This one reform might seem insufficient, 
but the PubBoard is the mechanism by 
which other policy decisions about stu-
dent journalism are mediated. If we can 
get a neutral party as PubBoard chair, 
other reforms—like a reasonable ratio 
between credit requirements and paid 
hours, or hiring Circuit staff based on 
specific journalistic qualifications rather 
than generic Student Leadership qualifi-
cations—will have a chance to receive a 
fair hearing.

I started this article by asking whether 
you deserve an independent student pub-
lication. This is another way of asking, 
When decisions are made on campus, do 
you want a newspaper that investigates 
who is making them and why? Those who 
hold power will always offer persuasive 
rationales for their behavior. The only 
way to make them be accountable instead 
of just sounding accountable is to expose 
them to the light of serious journalism.

So, do you deserve an independent 
student publication? 

That’s up to you. — C.J.

President Killpatrick’s office is in 
BE 4180. He can be reached at 

Paul.Killpatrick@seattlecolleges.edu 
or 206-934-4144. 

Casey Jaywork’s office is in BE 4108. He 
can be reached at 

EditorInChief@seattlecentralcircuit.com 
or 206-934-0943. 

Please fill out our online petition at 
CentralCircuit.com.

Photo by Casey Jaywork.
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nly a few years ago international students at SCCC 
were able to choose health insurance coverage that 

best suited their individual needs. Students could keep previ-
ous health care plans or opt to go with the school’s chosen 
insurance company, Lewermark. Today, the college requires 
students to buy into a specific insurance plan despite any per-
sonal preference. The freedom of  choice has been taken away 
from us, and students are feeling it.

Some students are perfectly content with their pre-existing 
coverage, and have 
no desire to change. 
I have been told by 
a select number of  
individuals that their 
home-town health in-
surance would cover 
every penny of  ex-
penses while studying 
abroad. But with the 
school plan that stu-
dents are required to 
buy, students are par-
tially liable. One stu-
dent, Vadim Zubarev, 
said he would always dial a yellow-cab number instead of  911. 
“It’s way cheaper like that. They’ll rip you off  if  they take you 
to the emergency room. I’ll lose my consciousness, but won’t 
dial 911. Think about it: $10 for a cab or $900 for an ambu-
lance? And that`s before they even start treating you. You can 
never be sure of  the amount the insurance covers.”

I have had similar experiences with the college mandated 
Lewermark insurance. A year ago, I lost consciousness and 
blacked out at school. They put an oxygen mask and took me 
to the emergency room. Everything was quite well and ef-
ficient before we got to the hospital. I had to wait for another 
40 minutes in an empty hall, while I could barely even move. 
They only ran a couple of  tests and I took off  immediately. In 
a week I received a bill for about $3000. It took me a year to 
work it out with my insurance company. They wouldn’t con-
tact the hospital and the hospital refused to call the company. 
I had to contact all parties involved myself  and monitor the 
progress. They first made a mistake with a bill number, then 
sent the check to a different state. In order for them to write 
another check they needed to make an investigation for the 
lost check. Meanwhile the hospital kept billing me while the 
insurance company was continuously feeding me with prom-
ises of  “tomorrows.”

In addition, I received a notice from a collection agency re-
garding my past medical expenses and how payment was long 

Health insurance unfair for international students
Ekaterina Mikheeva | Student Contributer

overdue. Over the past year I`ve spent more money on my 
phone bills than I’ve saved with the college’s insurance plan. 
The next time I got sick, my friend asked me if  I wanted to 
see a doctor. I said: “Promise me that if  I get shot, you’d take 
the bullet out yourself. No hospital business necessary, OK?”

However, some students are quite satisfied with the college’s 
current insurance plan. “I used it once. It was OK. I don’t 
always go to the doctor. My body usually heals itself  in one or 
two days,” said SCCC student Ilyas Serter.

The Lewermark in-
surance plan does not 
cover everything. And 
it`s understandable 
when it comes to al-
cohol- or drug-related 
injuries, or elective 
surgery. But what is 
surprising is that nei-
ther the college nor 
their mandated insur-
ance will cover any in-
juries gained by play-
ing for a school sports 
team despite the direct 

link to the College.
To get a better scope of  opinions on SCCC’s Lewermark 

insurance I created a short survey and sent it to all current stu-
dents and alumni that I am associated with. They were asked 
if  they had ever used Lewermark insurance to cover medical 
expenses, how satisfied they were with the service, and wheth-
er they prefer a former or different plan. I received a total of  
62 replies. 47 people had never used the mandatory cover-
age. When I asked some of  those students why they wouldn’t 
use the plan when they get sick, most of  them found it too 
“difficult” and “complicated,” and would rather pay for the 
medications in a local pharmacy. “Swedish Hospital is way too 
far from my house. If  I get a flu or something, I’d rather get 
drugs from the Walgreens and stay wrapped up in a blanket 
for a few days,” one respondent said. Other students replied 
by saying that they don’t want to have any extra paperwork or 
spend their time for a doctor visit unless it`s something seri-
ous. Many students didn’t even know that the insurance plan 
covers the purchasing of  the drugs.

Only 17 people said they have used their insurance. Five 
of  them said they were happy with a service. Others com-
plained of  a “too long,” “too complicated” process. “It`s like 
that new Obama Care thing. Why do you have to pay for a 
disease you don’t have?” my classmate from microeconomics 
commented. Some confirmed that it took up to 6 or 8 months 

O

“Promise me that if I get 
shot, you’d take the bullet 
out yourself. No hospital 
business necessary, OK?”
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 must confess that studying—not just studying, but liv-
ing—in the United States had always been my childhood 

dream. I dreamt about and longed for that time to come; I 
idealized it and turned it into a point of  reference. Every time 
some unpleasantness happened—studying a subject I never 
cared for, hearing one of  my friends remark that reading fic-
tion was useless because none of  it was true, having a heated 
argument with my family—I would direct my mind, hope-
bound, towards this dream. I didn’t know exactly what I want-
ed, but I painted myself  an enchanting picture all the same.

Perhaps it also had to do with the language. My mom was 
an English teacher, so English was a part of  my childhood. 
She was the one who taught me all the grammatical rules, but 
I think it was those books I read which enamored me at first. 
Dickens, Lewis, Woolf, Joyce, Nabokov—these authors made 
me see the English language the way a grammar or a composi-
tion class never could. And my native language itself  is to me 
a painful instrument to communicate with. Unlike English, 
there is a gap between the formal Indonesian language and 
the everyday colloquialisms people use, and I have never been 
comfortable expressing myself  with them. The former sounds 
too stiff  and affected; the latter is for me just too bland to ac-
tually mean anything without sounding ridiculous. I waited for 
the day I could talk as freely as one of  the characters in my 
books did.

It was obvious that I left for the States with leaping excite-
ment, but I didn’t leave without some (both literal and meta-
phorical) baggage. Everyone kept telling me that I should go 
home as soon as my studies were over; everyone kept telling 
me to be really careful because I would be a foreigner in a 
foreign country. I think one of  them predicted that it would 
be exactly one week before I skyped home crying. But none 
of  those things happened. The first day I got here, I knew I’d 

The burden of home

been right all along—it was like the most satisfying exhalation.
I went along with the exhilaration until something stopped 

me in my tracks. One of  my friends from Indonesia called, 
and we had a conversation. He talked about identity, and he 
told me: “Don’t forget. You’re still one of  us.” I know that that 
should have been a nice thing to hear, but it greatly disturbed 
me—what does it mean that I’m “one of  us”? I told him, yes, 
I never would change, just because I didn’t want the conver-
sation to turn into an argument. But as soon as we hung up, 
I found myself  endlessly turning that phrase around in my 
head. What does it mean—what makes me an Indonesian? 
Surely not my passport and certainly not my language. My ties 
to my family? But they could be living in Switzerland, and I’d 
still be a part of  them. What is right and what is wrong? But 
I’m a Christian, and Indonesia is an Islamic country. After all, 
I believe that morality is not geographically determined. What 
then?

At first, I thought that perhaps I was just too young to be 
thinking about this; I had never encountered financial hard-
ships—I was too lucky. But soon I realized that I was just 
being evasive. If  privilege, or lack thereof, can define me, that 
doesn’t mean it should; if  anything, I shouldn’t let it do so. 
And that age thing is just nonsense; I remember a really wise 
man telling me once: “Don’t ask at 82 the question you were 
asking yourself  at 22.”

But I must say I still haven’t found the answer. Whatever 
comfort or pleasure I have right now can disappear at any 
moment—I’ve been training myself  to always keep that in 
mind—and I can always change my mind. But if  I haven’t 
found the right answer, at least I have crossed out one wrong 
answer, although it may be an answer some of  my fellow in-
ternational students think I shouldn’t have crossed out: wher-
ever I come from does not determine who I am. — R.P.

I
Reuven Pinnata | Staff Writer

and dozens of  calls to make the insurance company pay their 
part of  the bill.

Our school’s mandatory insurance plan obviously doesn’t 
satisfy everyone`s needs. We’re not a school of  identical ro-
bots. We’re humans with our own needs and preferences. If  
one has a pre-existing illness, the insurance that he or she pays 
for will not cover any medications or treatment. So, they have 
to purchase a different insurance plan along with the one that 
is required, or cover all the expenses themselves. In order to 
get any coverage for medications or treatment, students have 
to make dozens of  calls and monitor the process themselves. 
With all the phone bills and the time spent for the insurance 
issue, it might be cheaper to get the pills from the local phar-

macy for the full price.
While I have been focusing on the freedom of  choice, it 

should be noted that many students do not have any informa-
tion on the benefits provided by the insurance company, and 
those who do find the procedure and the lack of  options in 
hospitals and doctors very overwhelming.

Students need to be educated and informed about their in-
surance plan and its benefits. They purchase the plan every 
quarter only because it is required and don’t obtain any more 
information. Besides, there is no allocated efficiency. Students 
should be able to find a plan that fits them individually, not 
waste their money on something that is required, but useless. 
— E.M.
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he passing of  I-502 in Washington and Amendment 64 in Colorado signified a shift in the debate 
of  whether marijuana should be legalized: not just for medical purposes, but for recreational use as 
well. Both bills were passed in the 2012 election and businesses were allowed to actively start ap-

plying for licenses that December. However, the passing of  the two laws doesn’t apply to everyone: only 
those 21 and over can possess marijuana. According to the WA Liquor Control Board, a person can only 
carry up to an ounce of  marijuana, and “use in view of  the general public, including the opening and/or 
consumption of  a marijuana-infused product” is still illegal. Although Colorado and Washington are the 
only two states where marijuana is legal, there are multiple states with medical and decriminalization laws, 
which include California, Oregon and Alaska.

Question: Do you believe that marijuana should be legal across the United States? 
Why or why not?

Token opinions

Anna Robinson
See, I have two opposing viewpoints 

for this topic.  On one side, I’m don’t 
believe that it should be legalized be-
cause all of  my friends smoke pot and 
they aren’t doing anything with their 
lives. All they do is spend their money 
on pot and it’s depressing. But on the 
other hand, people are going to get pot 
anyway, so there’s no reason why you 
shouldn’t legalize it. I believe that it 
helps with anxiety and other things as 
well.

Tatianna Brown
 Yes because considering all of  the 

drugs on the market weed is the less 
toxic, as I understand it. There are a lot 
of  less violent crimes surrounding it 
and compared to other toxins such as 
alcohol and cigarettes, which ARE le-
gal, marijuana has fewer negative con-
sequences. You have to wonder how 
much of  health care is spent on alco-
holics and smokers.

Sevii Hattori
You might as well, so you don’t have 

people going out of  their way to get pot. 
Now that it’s legal in Seattle, I feel like 
nothing has changed except that today, 
people are more open about it. No one 
smokes pot and then gets mad about it. 
People smoke pot and they get hungry.

Katherine Morgan | Staff Writer

T
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Nursalam Ibrahim
I think that if  it makes people hap-

py, it should be legalized. I want world 
peace and if  it takes pot to achieve that, 
then f--k yes, let’s legalize pot.

Nia Davis
Yeah, I believe it should be legalized. 

I don’t understand the whole debate 
surrounding the whole legalization is-
sue. If  you don’t smoke pot, then it 
shouldn’t matter. Don’t like it, don’t do 
it.

Roman Hernandez 
I do, because it is beneficial to pa-

tients in hospitals. It’s also beneficial 
for the common man to have the same 
benefits that patients would get without 
the stigma surrounding the issue of  pot.

Ian Block
Yes, because I believe that there have 

been enough studies that show that 
while it isn’t that good for you, it isn’t as 
bad as some of  the things that are legal. 
I think that it should be regulated if  it 
is legalized.

Kyle Coleman
Yes, because it’s a pretty harmless 

drug. There are too many harsh con-
sequences for what I feel like is such a 
harmless plant.

All photographs by Katherine Morgan.
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Ian J. Block | Student Contributor

raffiti is everywhere in Seattle. It especially has a pres-
ence on Capitol Hill, where tags and stickers run ram-

pant across buildings and street signs. It is seen as a bold art 
form by enthusiasts, and a nuisance by the businesses who have 
to clean it up. Most graffiti is illegal, with the exception of  scat-
tered sanctioned zones across the city. However these areas are 
quickly vanishing, leaving graffiti 
artists few legal outlets to practice 
their craft. 

The ubiquity as well as the per-
sonal and rebellious nature of  this 
art form is what makes it so ap-
pealing to certain people. Most 
graffiti is created when everyone 
is asleep, and, as on Christmas 
morning, people wake up to a litter 
of  gifts, but instead of  presents, 
they greeted with bright individual 
signatures.

Seattle Central Community Col-
lege spends about $80,000 a year 
dealing with the graffiti that oc-
curs on its grounds. Defacement 
of  the buildings and utilities is a constant issue, illustrated by 
the state of  campus bathrooms. Many of  the restrooms are 
adorned with tags and stickers. At SCCC, these signatures are 
dealt with quickly due to the supposed damage they do to the 
college’s image. Dr. Killpatrick, 
President of  SCCC, takes pic-
tures of  all the tags on cam-
pus and reports them person-
ally. Although graffiti is a crime, 
there is a common misconcep-
tion that taggers and graffiti 
artists are career criminals. In 
reality, only an estimated 1% 
of  all graffiti in Seattle is gang 
related. According to Detective 
Christopher Young, head of  the 
Graffiti Unit for the Seattle Po-
lice Department, most graffiti 
writers are young, white men 
with an average age of  22 who 
are seeking attention and the 
thrill of  the tag. He also says 
that the highest concentration 
of  graffiti in Seattle is in Bal-
lard, an area which does not garner a negative image. In reality, 
only an estimated 800 cases of  illegal graffiti are reported each 
year and about 70% of  them are males. These are not danger-
ous criminals that are being penalized for these crimes; they are 
young men who need an outlet for personal expression. Detec-

tive Young stated that many of  the younger graffiti artists who 
get caught show signs of  anti social behavior and are looking 
for a way to deal with that.

Graffiti itself  is an art form, and legal examples prove it. 
Many artists do beautiful murals or larger pieces only at legal 
spots because of  the lack of  scrutiny. No artist wants to get 

caught; that’s why they use brief  
tags. The tags are fast, stylized ver-
sions of  their names that they can 
replicate easily with enough prac-
tice and muscle- memory. When 
given time and freedom, many 
graffiti writers will do much more 
impressive and visually stimulating 
works of  art. Larger legal murals 
legitimize the medium as a whole 
by showing people the side of  
graffiti that people often don’t see.

For years, legal graffiti walls at 
places like Tubs have had intricate 
and beautiful pieces covering their 
facades because artists could really 
focus on making amazing works 

of  art. The old Tubs building, on the corner of  Roosevelt and 
50th in the University District, is one of  only two legal spots 
in Seattle for graffiti artists. Unfortunately, it is scheduled for 
demolition, causing problems for many artists just looking to 

have a legal surface to work on. 
It’s true that graffiti artists like 
the thrill of  making illegal art, 
but many artists find Tubs to be 
a place to hone their skills in or-
der to legitimize themselves as 
real artists.

This location once was a huge 
masterpiece, but now is blocked 
by construction vehicles on the 
front side. The two reachable 
sides are still covered in art, but 
the foreboding appearance of  
the vehicles in its former park-
ing lot has resulted in less fresh 
work. Maybe a couple of  new 
pieces have gone up in a week’s 
time, contrasting with previ-
ously higher rates. According to 
Detective Young, graffiti rates 

go up in neighborhoods surrounding these types of  walls, but 
these are in places that many graffiti writers hit anyway. If  new 
legal spots were to be put up in communities which experience 
a high concentration of  tagging, it could curb some of  the ille-
gal graffiti incidents. In SoDo, a legal graffiti spot still exists but 

G

Graffiti crime a question of space

“Able” tag on school building. Photo by Ian J. Block.

Abandoned building on the corner of  50th and Roosevelt, formerly Tubs. 
Current free wall. Photo by Ian J. Block.
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it is behind a warehouse. The dilapidated state of  these urban 
graffiti galleries is awful and new havens for this form of  art 
need to be established soon.

By creating more free walls and safe spaces for graffiti to be 
done, the city of  Seattle could help legitimize an art form in-
stead of  attempting to silence it, and give people opportunities 
to follow what they love. Many graffiti writers see this activity 
as a lifestyle and by creating free walls and legal graffiti spaces, 

some writers may be placated and even encouraged to follow 
the artistic side of  graffiti. Graffiti in Seattle starts out as a mis-
demeanor and most cases stay there. Detective Young says that 
only one or two felony graffiti cases a year occur out of  those 
800 times, and that there are some rare cases where the Seattle 
Police Department and the local businesses do not care about 
illegal graffiti. In regards to graffiti writers and the works they 
do, he says “be reasonable.” — I.J.B.

he human experiment on planet Earth is on the verge of  
self-destruction. Looking at the threats of  nuclear war, 
the chemical and biological ecocide, climate change, pro-

liferating weapons on earth and in space, the greed of  corpora-
tions, the distraction of  culture conditioning, the spread of  fear 
and ignorance, the suppression of  life saving technologies, and 
the unbalanced wealth and poverty among us, it is amazing that 
were are still here. Barely.

It is sobering to think that, ever since the United States pio-
neered the nuclear age in 1945, causing the frightening devasta-
tions of  Hiroshima and Nagasaki, modern sightings of  UFOs, 
contacts and technology transfers have increased. Many people 
have asked, “Why are these beings here?” My logical explana-
tion is that they’re here because they’ve noticed us and said, 
“Look, these people are going too far off  the reservation and 
are headed towards a point of  no return. Not only are they a 
threat to themselves but also to neighboring civilizations in the 
cosmos.”

The single most important event regarding this issue was 
probably the July 7, 1947 crash near Roswell, New Mexico. 
There have been multiple whistleblowers, such as Dr. Steven 
Greer, who have come forward saying that secret governments 
have been reverse engineering UFOs for the past 64 years. 
Many believe that the money they make off  of  this technol-
ogy is too much to let us in on their lies and cover-ups. This is 
when the NSA and Truth Embargo were created. (The Truth 
Embargo is a policy to protect those who tampered with and 
confiscated extraterrestrial crafts.) 

As time passed the 50’s came and went, the 60’s came and 
went, the 70’s came and went, the 80’s...90’s...2000’s came and 
went; and still these technologies aren’t out yet. The outcome 
of  this secrecy is that we are now witnessing the space pro-
grams of  NASA and Russia going bust because you can only 
take explosive rockets so far, while with these other technolo-
gies, you could go beyond that efficiently. 

Some people ask, “Why is this such a big deal and why 
haven’t these new technologies came out yet?” The emergence 
of  advanced alien technologies would mean the end of  oil, 
coal, rockets, jet engines, internal gas combustion, etc. So the 
real problem is not proving that UFOs exist but that their ad-
vanced technologies and propulsion systems can give us a new 
world free of  pollution, war and poverty.

 In order to get a better idea, let’s look at this in another 
perspective. Most people should know by now that we live in a 

The Truth Embargo

T
Editor’s note: the opinions and conjecture stated in this editorial are entirely the author’s own. The Circuit knows of  no credible evidence of  human/
extraterrestrial contact. — C.J.

macro-economic system which is based on profit. These days 
you do not need to be a physicist to know that Work = Energy. 
This means that the money we make at work is nothing but 
an exchange of  energy we came to an agreement with. So if  
we had advanced technologies providing us with free energy, 
why would we have to work another day of  our lives? Why 
would we spend energy at uninteresting jobs in order to make 
a living? If  these devices became available, it would mean the 
end of  banks, the military-industrial complex, the oil industry 
and other corporation-controlled industries that have enslaved 
humanity. 

Many people ask, “Well, is there something being done about 
this issue?” Yes, there is. One of  the leading committees work-
ing towards this goal is Paradigm Research Group (PRG). PRG 
is an advocacy organization seeking the resolution of  the ET/
UFO issue by political means. It was established in July of  1996 
by Stephen Bassett, a political activist and consultant, and its 
fundamental goal is ending the 65-year, government-imposed 
Truth Embargo on the formal acknowledgement of  an extra-
terrestrial presence engaging with the human race. In addition, 
PRG provides representation to researchers and political activ-
ists throughout the world in the field of  extraterrestrial-related 
phenomena. 

Paradigm Research Group is preparing to take the Citizen 
Hearing on Disclosure to Capitol Hill this year. This lobbying 
campaign needs our support. Last year’s Citizen Hearing on 
Disclosure was a great success. Six former members of  Con-
gress, with a cumulative 80 years of  service in the House and 
Senate, were stunned by 30 hours of  testimony from 40 mili-
tary/agency/political witnesses and researchers at the National 
Press Club. The last time Congress held a hearing on the extra-
terrestrial issue was 1968. But if  new, comprehensive hearings 
take place, the Truth Embargo will not last 60 days.

We live in the time of  great potential and great challenges, so 
we—as humans—should not be down on ourselves in terms 
of  our capacity. We are not inferior, nor are we superior, to any 
other non-intelligent or intelligent species in the universe. We 
are absolutely equal because what is within us is within them. 
The best way to fix ignorance is to share knowledge. And re-
member that when the Truth Embargo is finally over, we can 
create a free society of  abundance and prosperity in which, 
instead worrying about living to see another day, we will do 
what we love. — B.R.

Buay Riek | Student Contributor
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On Friday, March 7th, 2014, Seattle Central students dressed up and tied on their dancing 
shoes for the Winter Dance, Life in Technicolor. The event, held at Washington Hall from 8pm-
12am, was a great success. There was delectable food ranging from appetizers to desserts; there 
were dance-offs and talented performers who by day walk down Seattle Central’s very own halls. 
Featured performances included beatboxing by CDQ and dancing by Duy Luong CiEo, Rua Vu, 
Wagame Diadhiou, and the Step Up Dance Club. There was fun to be had at the Winter Dance 
and by the looks of the photos taken, it was an absolute hit!

Winter Dance: Life in Technicolor!
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Underage & bored? Here’s what to do

hen you’re 21 or over, weekends can find you in bars 
at Happy Hour or in a nightclub until 3am, dancing 

your sadness away to that Pitbull and Ke$ha song “Timber.”  
When you’re under 21, like I am, weekends are sort of  a drag. 
Finding places to meet people, whether romantically or pla-
tonically, can be quite difficult. In 2000, the website Area Con-
nect reported the population of  Seattle was 563,374. 84% of  
that population was 18 and over, but only about 80% was over 
21. That 4% between 18 and 21 may not seem large, but when 
all of  your friends are heading to MacLaren’s Pub to meet up 
with Ted, Robin and Barney, you can’t help but feel left out. 
Where’s an under-21 supposed to turn?

However, with the help of  towering city billboards, colorful 
flyers stapled to telephone poles, and those handy Facebook 
events that you should consider clicking “Maybe” on, you can 
find something to do other than watching Netflix and eating 
Cheetoes by the handful. Instead, you can actually go outside 
in place of  hanging out with the characters from Mad Men.

Thanks to The Stranger, teens and adults alike can find events 
for people of  all ages by searching the newspaper’s online 
calendar for upcoming happenings that spark their interest. 
There are all sorts of  future shows, ranging from the legend-
ary ZZ Top to the fresh faced New Zealander Lorde. For the 
literature buff, readings are listed by authors who are known 
all over the world, who’ve headed to the Emerald City in order 
to voice their new and original written works. Of  course, there 
are other event categories: popular subject headings include 
Theater, Film, Visual Art, Food, and News & Politics. An un-
deraged person is bound to find something interesting to do 
after the sun goes down.

For those not into the artsy, foodie 
or political mindsets, Neighbours 
Nightclub on Capitol Hill allows those 
18 and over to come in and experience 
what they have to offer after 2am every 
Friday and Saturday night.  According 
to their website, Neighbours is “one 
of  Seattle’s longest running and largest 
GLBT nightclubs that can hold cover 
[sic] 1100 people.” While a GLBT 
club, Neighbours expresses that they 
“welcome anyone regardless of  sexual 
orientation” with open arms. A night 
out on the town should include a visit 
to Neighbours, simply because there’s 
always something new to see. Neigh-
bours prides itself  on “constantly try-
ing to find ways to entertain and add to 
the Seattle nightlife” so you may have 
to go multiple times in a single month, 
if  only to see what’s new on the scene.

But what if  you decide that you al-

ready have a wonderful group of  friends and you don’t need 
any more? Well, maybe it is time to work on your personal 
life. Dating in Seattle can be quite tough. In fact, finding the 
perfect spot to meet someone in a romantic setting is a lot 
harder than finding someone to invite to your next Magic: The 
Gathering event. If  you would like to meet a more scholarly 
type, then a quick visit to Half-Price Books or Magus Books in 
the University District, the Seattle Public Library located near 
downtown Seattle, or Elliott Bay Book Company in Capitol 
Hill would suffice. The bonus is that if  you can’t find someone 
cute there, then you can drown your sorrows in the Self  Help 
sections. If  you are looking for someone who likes to look 
at paintings (and who doesn’t like looking at pretty things), 
then your best shot would be to head down to the Seattle Art 
Museum. The Seattle Art Museum, or SAM, is free all day on 
the first Thursday of  every month, so there’s no reason not 
to go! Or if  you don’t want to do either of  the things listed 
above, you can hit up a website like Groupon or LivingSocial, 
where you can find greatly reduced tickets to events such as 
skydiving, or nightlife tours like Spooked in Seattle.. Why not 
try something completely new and meet someone completely 
new?

But what if  you’re shy and have trouble meeting people in 
general? Then, let the Internet be your one true friend. That’s 
why online dating was invented in the first place. So sign your-
self  up on OkCupid, download Tinder or Zoosk, and just 
have fun with it. The best part? You can do all of  that in 
sweatpants. And sweatpants will always love you. — K.M.

Katherine Morgan | Staff Writer
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Concerts on a budget

etween Facebook-integrating apps like Bandsintown 
and Songkick and the poster-plastered telephone poles 
dotting our neighborhood, it’s easier than ever to keep 

up on cool happenings in Seattle---though between your 
homework load and the tragedy of  college-student budget-
ing, there are plenty of  excuses for not checking out said cool 
happenings. Still, there’s something to be said for getting out 
every once in a while. You know, before your hands fuse to 
your pen/keyboard/desk/coffee cup.

That’s where I come in. I have intrepidly mined the inter-
net’s list of  upcoming shows. I have selected bands that are 
playing for under $20. And I have listened to tracks from these 
bands. Now you know what to expect. You are welcome. Party 
on. (Unless otherwise specified, the events listed here are 21+. 
Sorry, under-21s. Katherine’s got you covered on page 27.)

• Friday, April 11th – Monogamy Party @ The Black Lodge
Monogamy Party seems to be a bit of  a local darling, or 

at least a favorite of  the record shop beneath my apartment. 
They’re endeared to me by their tour diary for The Stranger, 
which refers to San Diego band (and my buddies) Moose-
jaw as “top-notch dudes.” They are, Monogamy Party. And 
you probably are too, despite my complete ignorance of  your 
genre. (Someone please write in and tell me if  this is good. I 
have no idea.) If  you’re into loud, unapologetically arrhyth-
mic, punk-influenced rock, then this is right up your alley. If, 
like me, you’re into jumping up and down in dark rooms, it’ll 
probably be good for that too.

• Saturday, April 12th – Sean Flinn & The Royal We @ High Dive 
Charge and time have yet to be posted, but none of  the 

other concerts on the High Dive calendar break $10. Sound 
is in the jaunty arena of  Johnny Flynn, Noah and the Whale, 
and similar London folk-rock bands, right down to the lay-
ered vocal harmonies. They have a lot of  great press out of  
their hometown of  Portland, and are definitely a cheaper (and, 
I’m going to hazard, better) show than Mumford & Sons. (An 
aside: High Dive offers a punchcard allowing admission to 
any 10 shows for only $20. If  you’re into music, this seems a 
decent investment and it never expires.)

• Tuesday, April 15 – Caravan Palace @ Neumos, $25
This one breaks the rules, at $5 over my initial limit, but 

it’s going to be worth it. Caravan Palace defines the genre of  
electro-swing (which, if  you haven’t heard before, is exactly 
the fusion it sounds like) and their concerts feature the most 
enthusiastic onstage Charleston you can imagine. I can’t imag-
ine how Neumos is going to enforce the warning on their 
purchase page: “Per WAC 458-20-183, the venue space is des-
ignated for concert viewing not dancing.” Hah. Right.

• Thursday, April 17 – Vaudeville Etiquette @ The Crocodile, $12
It’s an album release party (and an all-ages one at that)! The 

song I found, “Blood & Bone,” is twangy and stompy – defi-

nite blues and swing influences here, with a folky vocal sen-
sibility.

• Tuesday, April 22 – Sleeper Agent @ Showbox, $12
This is another all-ages show (!) from a band that’s gotten a 

ton of  good press, notably from Rolling Stone. Sleeper Agent 
has a catchy, hook-filled sensibility with an energy that is go-
ing to make them a searing pop presence on stage (you might 
consider them rock, I guess. There will be lots of  jumping, is 
what I’m trying to say).

• Saturday, April 26th – Trees and Timber @ Darrell’s Tavern
This is the more aggressive side of  pop rock, all upbeat 

and full of  a sneering, Strokes-like vocal delivery but with a 
relentless quality even in the slower songs that promises an 
energetic live show. 

• Tuesday, April 29th – ScaRIOke!! @ Highline, free
It’s not a traditional concert, but it’s free and it’s local, and 

karaoke is always a good (or terrible, or both) show. I’m not 
sure how being scared plays into the theme, outside of  the 
general fear that should be felt upon entering any venue on 
its karaoke night. Perhaps there are Halloween songs. At any 
rate, it’s a relatively new event, and if  you miss it on the 29th, 
there’s always next Tuesday! And the Tuesday after. (It’s a 
weekly thing.)

• Wednesday, April 30th – The Raven and the Writing Desk 
@ High Dive, $6

Darkly melodic, cabaret-style rock, perhaps for fans of  
Amanda Palmer who thought she needed more electric guitar 
solos (and who doesn’t?).

• Friday, May 2nd – Bombadil @ Fremont Arts Abbey, $9.24
Folk music. Lyrically driven melodic folk music. Potentially 

adorable, potentially also somewhat inane, but if  everything 
else on this list is too heavy for your taste then this is the con-
cert to be at (they had me at the adorable and weird “When 
We Are Both Cats,” which is about, well, when we are both 
cats. And I want that for myself).

• Saturday, May 3rd – Verlaine @ The Sunset, $8
Verlaine is local and this is the album release party for their 

first full-length! So congrats to them! Some of  the guitar work 
sounds like Explosions in the Sky – expansive but very spe-
cific in its patterning. I don’t really know the words for what 
they’re doing here, which is a combination of  shoegaze and 
prog-rock that feels like it should be cranked up in a room that 
maybe has an aquarium in it.

As of  press time on April 8, all these concerts still have 
tickets available. No guarantees as we approach show dates, 
though. Check Craigslist. And, honestly, I’m still in the pro-
cess of  learning about the local music scene. Did you go to 
any of  these shows? Am I missing some of  your favorite local 
bands and venues? Write in! — C.S.

Caitlin Sussman | Layout & Design
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The Consul: Kafkaesque or Orwellian?

 was a bit let down when I first knew what the Seattle Op-
era was doing after their glorious production of  Rigoletto. 

The Consul—I was quite sure I’d never heard of  it before. I was 
eager to immerse myself  in my second operatic experience, 
and the operas I had in mind were mainly the standard rep-
ertoire—Norma, La Traviata, Lucia di Lammermoor, or Carmen. 
However, I soon learned what an interesting opera The Consul 
is. It is a political thriller, telling the story of  a woman named 
Magda Sorel who is desperately trying to leave a nameless to-
talitarian state, along with her mother and infant son, to join 
her freedom-fighter husband John Sorel. (Then I was pretty 
sure I’d read a similar Kafka story.) The composer is Gian 
Carlo Menotti, and it was first performed in 1950, the same 
year it won the Pulitzer Prize for Music.

Operas have had their share of  silly plots. Case in point: 
Verdi’s Il Trovatore includes a mother mistakenly throwing her 
own baby into the fire. In their defense, sublime music can 

Reuven Pinnata | Staff Writer

I

Alex McMahon | Student Contributor

suppose doing lines of  dandelions
isn’t the best way to hold someone’s hand.
We sneezed, blinked, and blew our wishes
in each other’s faces,
not so pretty in the flush of  our failings,
the dust of  us.
But give it a few weeks
after the slight, snow umbrellas
are crushed in the dirt,
and our descent into innocence
will be but a reel stowed on a shelf,
one seen, never played—
I’d like to think, at least.
It’s only been days until now,
and scenery speaks the tongue of  my memory.
The world I walk was ours
when we made it;
now I bear the bastard child, alone.
I’m told the boy will fall sick
and die soon,
but the sight of  this illness
chills from gut to chest,
and against all warning and reason,
I hold the choking remains to my breast.

I

Dandelions

Magda Sorel (Marcy Stonikas), right, throws her forms and papers in frustra-
tion as the Secretary (Sarah Larsen), left, looks in surprise. Photo courtesy of  
The Seattle Times.
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ting out a way for the millions of  people 
who are already here to acquire legal sta-
tus.” The President can provide some 
limited, temporary protection, he adds, 
but in the end, it is up to Congress. As 
an example, Muri brings up the case of  
a man named Muktar who, as a teenager, 
escaped from Somalia during times of  
political turbulence. He, along with oth-
er forty young men, ended up in South 
Africa, before making his way to Central 
America through Cuba, Brazil, and Mex-
ico. He was, however, detained when he 
tried to get into Texas and was sent to 
Tacoma, where he was finally rescued 
by the NIRP. His story could have been 
Magda’s.

The problem also works the other way 
around—there are thousands of  people 
who are trying to enter in order to seek 
refuge. Muri says that “[g]enerally, people 
don’t come to this country because they 
wanted to leave their entire lives and ev-
erything they knew behind. In many cas-
es, they’re escaping from something hor-
rifying, or fighting for their lives.” But 
with thousands of  people, sometimes 
we can’t help but misunderstand. People 
from Ukraine or Venezuela who are in 
the middle of  a bloody conflict, perse-
cuted same-sex couples from Russia or 
the Middle East—people turn into mere 
statistics, behind which we are unable to 
discern human faces. The Consul renders 
its audience a service in that it gives a 
character for them to keep in mind when 
they talk about the problem of  immigra-
tion—the everywoman Magda Sorel.

But of  course, The Consul is an opera, 
a work of  art, and the first duty it must 
fulfill is to beauty. In the role of  Magda 
Sorel is Marcy Stonikas (alternating with 
Vira Slywotzky), and boy, what sound 
poured out of  her mouth! Voluminous, 
thick and luscious in tone, her voice is 
reminiscent of  the great Wagnerian so-
pranos. It shines particularly in Magda’s 
aria “To this we’ve come,” where she 
expresses her frustration at blind bu-
reaucracy and her unfailing belief  in the 
humanity present in every person. The 
high notes aren’t just hit—they are cov-
ered in a voluptuous stream of  unblem-
ished sound. The role of  the Secretary 
fits Sarah Larsen like a glove. She carries 
everything—her voice, her posture, the 
two horn-like buns on her head—with 

the perfect degree of  clerical dignity. 
When she finally discovers the human-
ity in herself, she is equally convincing. 
Michael Todd Simpson, who plays John 
Sorel, possesses a magnificently pen-
etrating baritone which proves riveting 
during his short time on stage. Lucille 
Beer is heartbreaking as Magda’s moth-
er. Her role is to lament all through the 
story, but instead of  being irritated, one 
can’t help but sympathize with her. She is 
at her best during her lullaby to Magda’s 
dying infant son. Steve LaBrie is deeply 
villainous as the Secret Police (you know 
you’ve done a good job when people 
heckle you during the curtain call), and 
the rest of  the cast was also excellent (I 
tip my hat to Alex Mansoori, who man-
aged to sing, dance, do magic tricks, and 
hypnotize his fellow visa-seekers all at 
once).

As a work of  art, The Consul is a mag-
nificent combination of  drama, music, 
and storytelling—the pacing is intense, 
and the music is effective in propelling 
the action. However, as a response to 
the social problem of  immigration, one 
needs to look at it differently. Through 
this opera, Menotti exposes a problem 
without proposing a solution, only be-
cause the solution seems to be out of  
the opera’s scope and intent. By mak-
ing the universal problem personal—by 
giving it a face, so to speak—The Consul 
serves as a reminder of  the human as-
pect that any form of  bureaucracy can-
not deny. — R.P.

make up for the weak stories, and some-
times you don’t need to understand what 
an aria is about to appreciate its beau-
ty (that “La donna e mobile” tune you 
hum has a terrible meaning). However, 
the story of  The Consul is at least as im-
portant as its music. On a closer look, 
one might suppose that the music is de-
signed to serve the story, which is per-
haps why the whole thing felt as real and 
as relevant as I’m sure it did 50 years ago.

Magda’s story is something all of  us 
can imagine happening to a mother cur-
rently living in Ukraine or Venezuela. 
The smell of  war is electric in the air, 
and you and your loved ones stay inside 
the house as much as possible. You’re 
just a hair’s breadth away from hell 
breaking loose, and you only have one 
goal in your mind—escape. That’s what 
Magda is trying to do when she goes to 
the consulate; her every move is watched 
by the Secret Police who want informa-
tion about her husband’s whereabouts, 
and her mother and her infant son are 
dying. But instead of  immediate help, 
she meets the Secretary, a woman who 
dwells among towering file cabinets and 
reiterates the words “paper” and “form” 
like a broken talking doll. Behind the 
tall door is the Consul’s office, but he is 
always “too busy.” In the end, Magda’s 
fate is left in the hands of  the Secretary 
(gatekeeper to the Consul) and the Con-
sul himself  (if  he really exists).

Watching this opera, one can’t help 
thinking about countries that are cur-
rently mired deeply in political turmoil. 
In a recent blog post, the Seattle Opera 
discussed the relevancy of  The Consul 
with Michelle Muri, Development Di-
rector of  Northwest Immigrant Rights 
Project (NIRP), and Robert Gibbs, its 
founder. According to Gibbs, immigra-
tion policy is still very much a problem 
in present day United States; he says 
that the Obama administration has “de-
ported two million people in the last 
few years.” And these people aren’t just 
isolated individuals. Most immigrants 
settle in the States because they decide 
to get married and have a family here. 
This means that when these people are 
sent back, their families are torn apart, 
too. Meanwhile, according to Gibbs, 
“because of  the gridlock in Congress, 
no new legislation has been created set-
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My Immortal lives forever, 
unfortunately

an fictions, or fanfics, are stories 
created by fans of  a fictitious uni-
verse who use its characters and 

settings to create their own plots and 
storylines. Some of  these stories are 
great: the characters maintain their per-
sonalities, the plots are feasible within 
the context of  the original universe, and 
the story is entertaining. Then there are 
the others: the awful fan fictions. The 
original characters’ personalities are 
completely skewed and the writing is 
poisonous to the eyes. Like a bad hor-
ror movie, these monstrosities can be far 
more entertaining than the original ma-
terial they imitate. And the worst of  the 
worst? My Immortal.

Since being published on fanfiction.
net in 2006, My Immortal has gained tons 
of  popularity for being completely and 
totally atrocious. Supposedly written by 
“Tara Gilesbie,” a thirteen year old Har-
ry Potter fan, the drama takes place in the 
Harry Potter universe. My Immortal’s plot 
is chaos and is made even more confus-
ing by consistently misspelled words. It’s 
so ridiculous that readers have theorized 
(and hoped) that it was actually created 
to mock fanfiction writers who place 
themselves into fictitious universes. 

The characters stray far from their 
original designs. Harry Potter is renamed 
Vampire, and he and Draco Malfoy are 
former lovers who wear ‘guffik’ (the 
author’s misspelling of  gothic) clothes. 
Hermione is renamed B’loody Mary 
Smith and is the daughter of  a suicid-
al vampire. Remus Lupin and Severus 
Snape are renamed Loopin and Snap and 
are lovers and pedophiles. These char-
acters revolve around, and validate the 
existence of, the new face of  Hogwarts: 
Ebony (often misspelled as “Enoby”) 
Dark’ness Dementia Raven Way, the 
only person who can kill Voldemort and 
save the school. Enoby is a tortured soul 
who is obsessed with Hot Topic, hating 
preps and My Chemical Romance. She 
is ‘perfect’ in every way: having five dif-

ferent characters fall in love with her, 
she says, “Im good at too many things! 
WHY CAN’T I JUST BE NORMAL? 
IT’S A F[***]ING CURSE!” Enoby 
runs from one sexual tryst (or as the 
author writes, “you-know-what”) to an-
other, which, like her adventures, are all 
climax and no resolution. At the end of  
each chapter all you know is that some 
male character is in love with Enoby and 
somehow she has saved them all from an 
unknown evil. 

Last July, My Immortal was turned into 
a web series featured on YouTube. The 
web series is loosely based on the fan-
fiction—loosely because there is no plot 
to follow and the screenwriters had to 
invent an actual personality for Enoby. 
The result is surprisingly clever: when 
they can’t create sense, they just make 
things more outrageous. Snap and Loo-
pin are presented as Voldemort-created 
clones of  Remus and Snape, and a foil 
for Enoby is created in the character of  
Violet who is the daughter of  Volde-
mort and has three Dark Marks and 
“Tom Riddle’s original wand.” There is 
still only a limited amount of  original 
character personality, but the actors run 
with what they have been handed and 
give back a funny and creative presen-
tation, with characters self-aware to the 
point of  referencing fanfiction tropes in 
their dialogue.

 To watch this fantastic parody of  the 
worst fanfiction ever you can find them 
on their YouTube channel, MyImmor-
talWebSeries. If  for some reason you 
would like to read the original Franken-
stein of  a story, check out 
http://myimmortalrehost2.webs.com/. 
– A.L.

Japanese 
Community 

Club
It was my first quarter, Spring 2011. It 

happened to be Student Involvement Day. 
In the hallway, I saw the Japanese Communi-
ty Club (JCC). At that time, Koume Shimoda 
was the president of  JCC. 

At first I attended one of  their lectures in 
BE1110, which didn’t catch my interest that 
much. But I continued to attend their weekly 
meetings to see if  there were more things 
that might be interesting. Tea Time Talk at-
tracted me the most: one of  JCC’s weekly ac-
tivities where it offers conversation-practice 
opportunities for international students, plus 
a chance for individuals from different cul-
tural backgrounds to mingle, share interests 
and make new friends. 

In Spring 2011, JCC was part of  the fash-
ion show for Unity Fair, and I challenged 
myself  to take part. During rehearsal, I made 
new friends from diverse backgrounds. JCC 
also holds other fun activities, including 
Onigokko (Japanese hide-n-seek), an end-
of-quarter potluck, Tohoku Fundraising, 
Japanese Relief  Bake Sale, Japanese Calligra-
phy, and JCC Movie Night.

In Fall 2012, I became a co-president 
of  JCC. I organized the “Japanese Edu-
Taining Survival Game” with JCC advisor 
Hanamure-sensei, which went on to become 
a JCC quarterly event. At the Spring 2013 
Unity Fair, JCC organized the Cultural Fash-
ion Show, collaborating with other cultural 
clubs such as the Taiwanese Student Asso-
ciation, the Indonesian Club, the An Tian 
Hanfu Club, the Vietnamese Student Asso-
ciation, and the Muslim Student Association. 
The event was awesome!

It’s been almost more than 2 years that 
I’ve been in JCC, and I love this club so 
much because of  the uniqueness and cool 
activities the club has to offer. It’s such a di-
verse group of  people who come together 
with the same interest in Japanese culture 
and language.

The Central Circuit offers free 
advertising to clubs. Email us at 

studentsubmissions@
seattlecentralcircuit.com 
for more information!

Mutiah Musakarim | Club Representative

Amber Lyons | Student Contributor
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