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The

The February ‘14 issue failed to identify Taleah Mitchell as the ASC Executive of Issues & Concerns.

Three cheers for feminism: in the half-century or so since the second-wave of  the 
women’s movement began its assault on male dominance of  the economy, politics, 
home life, and sex, our society has made signifi cant progress toward gender parity, 
from Title IX requirements of  equal funding for women’s sports to higher (though 
currently stalled) women’s wages.

But anyone who suggests that the regime of  men is dead should take a look 
around. Men still control seats of  power, from Washington D.C. to Seattle’s city council 
to corporate boardrooms across the nation. Sexual violence is still overwhelmingly 
committed against women; slut-shaming and rape apologetics are still common. 
Worse, the war on women’s access to reproductive healthcare has recently escalated. 
According to the NYT:

State legislatures enacted 70 restrictions on abortion in 2013; over the past three years [i.e. 2011-2013], they passed more of  these 
laws than they did from 2000 to 2010.

At the same time, about a quarter of  adolescents receive abstinence-only sex ed (as opposed to fewer than one-
in-ten in 1995), despite its conclusive ineffectiveness at preventing unwanted pregnancy. On top of  all this is the 
documented arrival of  what you could call a ‘post-feminist’ culture, in which we pay lip service to women’s equality, 
yet in practice chain their human value to their sex appeal.

Amid this mess of  liberation and reaction, of  choice and compulsion, how is it even possible to be a feminist? 
This issue tries to begin to answer that question, looking at women in the executive suite (p. 37), on the page (p. 23), 
on the cover (p. 28), on billboards (p. 31), on the silver screen (p. 27), in rape culture (pp. 22, 30, 33), and in transition 
(p. 35). We also continue our coverage of  the controversial proposal to remove “Community” from SCCC’s name 
(p. 15), and bring you up to speed on the Metro bus cuts (p. 6) and bus privatization (10), the administration/faculty 
union dispute over wages (p. 8), and immigration reform (p. 11).
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(New) Staff Bios
Meet the new staff of the Central Circuit!

Lalita is from Bangkok, Thailand, and is
20 years old. She loves to paint and draw, 
and she used to work abroad, consulting, 
which made her decide to major in 
Communications and Advertising.

Lalita Thardomrong | Ad Sales

Reuven is an English major from Indonesia. 
His philosophy is Kierkegaardian, but he 
is actually more cheerful in real life. His 
favorite things are Maria Callas, Virginia 
Woolf, and the eternally exuberant musical 
Oliver!, which he would sing about Julie 
Andrews-style if  only they rhymed.

Reuven Pinnata | Staff Writer

Nancy is an international student from 
Taiwan. She loves traveling and playing 
basketball. She is very glad to be a part of  
the Central Circuit. “Dream big and enjoy 
life.”

Nancy Cheng | Ad Sales

After spending some time down south at 
the Portland State Vanguard, Josh Kelety is 
back at it writing and editing for the Central 
Circuit while working on a transfer degree at 
SCCC. A Washington native based out of  
Seattle, he hopes to major in Journalism and 
continue his work in the fi eld. Follow Josh 

on Twitter: @Josh_Kelety

Josh Kelety | Campus News & Opinion

If the bathroom wall is a place for discourse, 
why not your student magazine?

Talk to us! Send letters to our Editor-in-Chief at
editorinchief@seattlecentralcircuit.com. 

We may publish! We may respond! We WILL care.



March 2014 5News & Opinion

By the Numbers
Casey Jaywork | Editor-in-Chief

Percent of  US workforce comprised by women, 1970: 38%
Percent of  US workforce comprised by women, 2000: 47%
Percent of  US workforce comprised by women, 2012: 47%

*US women’s wages, as a percent of  men’s wages (1980): 64.2 %
*US women’s wages, as a percent of  men’s wages (2012): 80.9%

*US White women’s wages, as a percent of  White men’s wages: 80.8%
*US Black women’s wages, as a percent of  White men’s wages: 68.1%

*US Hispanic women’s wages, as a percent of  White men’s wages: 59.3%
*US Asian women’s wages, as a percent of  White men’s wages: 87.6%

Average number of  years living in a homophobic community takes off  a gay person’s life: 12
**Average age of  death for LGBT people who commit suicide in homophobic communities: 37.5

**Average age of  death for LGBT people who commit suicide in non-homophobic communities: 55.7

Number of  homeless Seattleites (counted 1/24/14): at least 2,303
Percentage by which Seattle homelessness has increased since last year: 14%

**Nationally, percent of  youth who are LGBT: 6.4%
**Nationally, percent of  homeless youth who are LGBT: 20-40%

**Nationally, rate of  attempted suicide among LGBT homeless youth: 62%
**Nationally, rate of  attempted suicide among non-LGBT homeless youth: 29%

Percent of  US income received by richest 1% (1970s): about 10%
Percent of  US income received by richest 1% (2012): 20%

Mean US income (2007): $64,500
Median US income (2007): $41,700

Rate of  unemployment for Seattleites age 20-24, Jan. ‘14: 11.9%

Percent of  Seattle voters who support a $15 minimum wage: 68%
Percent opposed: 25%

Percent who think that it will help families: 82%
Percent who think that it will help local businesses: 71%

Percent who think it will hurt small businesses: 51%
Percent who think it will hurt the local economy: 40%

Percent who think it won’t: 50%

Federal minimum wage (with some exceptions): $7.25/hr
Percent of  US workers earning $6 to $9/hr (2012): 15%

Percent of  US wages going to these workers: 4%
Percent by which Chicago Fed. estimates a $1.75 raise in the fed. min. wage would change real GDP in its first year: +.3%

Percent by which Chicago Fed. estimates a $9/hr min. wage would change real GDP in the long run: about 0%

*Among full-time workers
**LGBT: Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender

Sources for By the Numbers, and all our stories, 
can be found at www.CentralCircuit.com
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Higher fares or fewer buses?

The community is worried
Seattleites have expressed concern about both the pro-

posed service cuts and fare increases. Approximately 700 
students bought the ORCA card pass that the school offers 
during winter quarter, according to the SCCC Transportation 
Office. During the same quarter, 300 daily parking passes 
(from 7am to 7am next day) and 140 parking evening passes 
(from 12pm until 7 am) were sold. The daily parking passes 
are restricted to people who live within 3 miles of  school. 
SCCC student Aubrey Raech just started school this quarter 
and rides the bus everyday back and forth to her apartment. 
She works part time to be able to pay for school. “I will have 
to cut some of  my hours of  work because the bus home 
won’t run as late as it used to so I won’t be able to make that 
much money,” she said. Raech goes downtown, then takes 
the 36, which is one of  the one-hundred and seven buses that 
will be reduced and will stop running at night. “I usually work 
pretty late to the night but I won’t be able to do it anymore,” 
says Raech. 

Ning Luo is another SCCC student. He usually takes the 
60 to get to his volunteer job. “I go to school by bus ev-

eryday. I have just heard 
about the possibility of  
the buses being cut and 
I am kind of  concern[ed] 
because I take the bus as 
well to go to volunteer 
and I am kind of  depend-
ing on buses.”

A community public 
forum held at SCCC on 
January 16th regarding 
the future of  the Seattle 
bus system and cuts re-
flected these concerns. 
Chris Arkills, a transpor-
tation policy advisor for 
King County, said “we 
have no more time, no 
more reserve [money], or 
magic rabbits to pull out 
of  our hat to keep service 
on the street,” according 
to the New City Colle-
gian.

During another pub-
lic hearing about the pos-
sibility of  raising fares, 
held on Tuesday 18th in 
the City Council Court-
house, nobody spoke in 
favor of  the measure, 

o increase taxes and fares, or to cut buses? This is the 
decision that King County voters will face on April the 
22nd in a special vote to decide the future of  Seattle 

public transportation. In November 2013, King County Met-
ro said that the company will face shortfalls in its funding due 
to state austerity measures implemented shortly after 2008. In 
June, Metro’s revenue will fall short by $75 million, or 17% 
of  current funding, forcing the public company to make cuts 
to its service or find alternative funding. With limited options 
on the table, King County residents are frantically trying to 
tackle the issue.
Seventy-four routes deleted and over one-hundred reduced

Initially, the company’s proposal was to delete more than 
seventy routes and to reduce or revise more than a hundred. 
Only thirty-three routes would remain unaltered. If  that hap-
pens, Seattle Central Community College (SCCC) students 
who use bus to commute would see the 60 reduce its fre-
quency and the 43 cease service during night hours. Except 
for the 10 and the 48, all Capitol Hill buses would face reduc-
tion or cancellation.
Increase fees, taxes and car tab

As an alternative to 
cutting services, King 
County executive Dow 
Constantine proposed a 
“Plan B” which would 
impose a 1% sales tax in-
crease plus a $60 annual 
car tab fee package. This 
would generate about 
$103 million a year that 
wouldn’t go entirely for 
buses. $80 million would 
go to buses and $53 mil-
lion would be shared by 
city and county road de-
partments, according to 
the Seattle Times. This op-
tion also includes a fare 
raise from $2.25 to $2.50 
and creates a low income 
fare of  $1.50. The low 
income fare would be for 
those who earn less than 
twice the poverty level, 
so a single person with 
an income under $23,000 
would qualify, or a fam-
ily of  four with less than 
$47,000. The fare chang-
es would start in March 
2015.

T
Diana Gener | Managing Editor

The bus stop just south of  campus in one of  its few slow moments. Students are frequent 
riders of  public transit. Photograph by Diana Gener.
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with the many people and organizations making their op-
position known. The biggest demand was to reduce the low 
income proposal fare by $0.50, so it would cost $1 instead 
of  $1.50. The homeless, disabled people, drivers, workers’ 
unions, riders, immigrants, and students expressed their con-
cern about Metro’s situation. “This morning when I was wait-
ing for the bus I came across a young man who was counting 
pennies and was a dollar short for the bus. He was on his 
way to Community College. We have the responsibility to do 
everything we can to get those kids to school,” said Shefari 
Ranganathan, a concerned resident.
Are there any other options that could save the buses?

In his first State of  the City speech, on Tuesday 19th at 
the City Council, Mayor Ed Murray announced his goal of  
launching a public bike-share system to cut the current rate 
of  commuters who drive individual cars in half  (the rate was 
49% in 2013). “Seattle is one of  only five cities where less 
than half  of  commuters are in single occupancy vehicles,” 
Murray said during his speech. To achieve the goal, he men-
tioned saving Metro from the funding crisis as a top priority.

Seattle used to have a ‘head tax,’ which charged business-

es $25 per employee (with the exception of  employees who 
don’t drive alone to work) to help fund city transportation 
projects. This tax was cut in 2009 after the recession. In 2008 
the tax raised about $4.5 million–about two-thirds of  what 
Metro expects to collect through increased fares, according to 
their website: “the fare changes would result in an estimated 
$6.6 million in additional revenue annually for Metro.”

Some community members feel that lower-income resi-
dents will unfairly bear the tax burdens of  keeping public 
transit alive, since they spend a greater proportion of  their 
income on sales-taxable purchases like groceries and clothing. 
Linda Averill is a twenty-one year veteran bus driver who is 
part of  the Amalgamated Transit Union 587 and Shop Floor 
587 Caucus. Speaking personally (not as a representative of  
her union), she said, “I think County Executive Dow Con-
stantine’s plan to rely on regressive taxes, fees, and fare hikes 
is a bad plan that needs to be sent back to the drawing board. 
Poor and working people pay a much higher percentage of  
their income in taxes than do the rich,” Averill said. “We must 
begin to fight for progressive funding, going after the tax dol-
lars of  those most able to pay.” – D.G.

s students may have noticed, our cafeteria has un-
dergone some changes. More space is now provided, 
making the place less crowded and more navigable, es-

pecially during lunch hours. The floor is also skid-resistant, 
making it safer and less treacherous. Old cooking utilities, 
some of  which were over 30 years old, have been replaced.

The renovation was made possible by increased revenues 
at the cafeteria, which is self-supporting through sales and 
does not receive school funding or tuition fees. It’s part of  a 
longer-term plan to revamp the cafeteria: the first phase was 
last year, and this new look is part of  the second phase.      

Foodservice Manager Larry Hoo gave me a tour of  the 
new space. We began in the back room, which houses the 
freezer, food storage, and preparation sink. The cafeteria 
used to pay students from the culinary department to wash 
the dishes, but now they have sufficient resources to do it on 
their own. 

A noticeable change is the new made-to-order salad sta-
tion. The former salad station was a self-serving one, and the 
price for each bowl was determined by its weight. Although 
it was more efficient and flexible for students, according to 
Hoo, there were sanitary concerns with that system: the in-
gredients were more exposed to possibly-unhygienic hands. 
So variety and creativity were sacrificed for the sake of  hy-
giene, and, presumably, greater revenues: the loss of  the salad 
bar also prevents customers from making smaller, cheaper 
salads of  their own. The made-to-order salad station, unlike 
the self-serve station, all but guarantees that the ingredients 
are uncontaminated, and the menu still has some variety. Stu-
dents can order chicken caesar salad, garden salad, or spinach 
salad, among other choices. For those who plan on making 

their meal healthier, they can add carrot or celery sticks with 
hummus or Greek yoghurt.

Along with the renovation, the cafeteria also discontin-
ued sales of  bottled water. This was in accordance with a 
campus-wide effort led by the Associated Student Council 
Sustainability Committee to ban the sale of  water in plastic 
bottles, which are made from oil and take a long time to de-
compose. In addition, the lamps used for lighting the newer 
area operate on an energy-saving system. But while sustain-
ability has improved, food prices have also risen, due, accord-
ing to Hoo, to recent increases in ingredient prices.

When asked about the renovation, some students re-
spond positively, but there are some who still have reserva-
tions. Khloe Truong, an international student from Vietnam, 
said that while she is glad that there is extra space now, she 
thinks that the menu lacks variety. She also thinks that the sal-
ad bar is too hidden; placing it next to the main counter would 
perhaps attract more people. Sujono Wijaya, an international 
student from Indonesia, is concerned about how healthy the 
food actually is. As prices rise, he said, the cafeteria needs to 
serve food of  higher quality. A Muslim student I spoke with 
also suggests that the cafeteria should label whether a particu-
lar item is halal, so that Muslim students can consume what 
the cafeteria has to offer with an easier conscience. 

Other students seemed indifferent and said that we 
should not expect too much. Mahar Maghfirah and Evan Lee, 
international students from Indonesia, said that the cafeteria 
is merely serving what the students want. Still, the general 
consensus seems to be that, food-wise, the cafeteria needs 
to improve both the variety and the quality of  what it has to 
offer. – R.P.

Reuven Pinnata | Staff Writer

A

Cafeteria renovation a mixed blessing
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n Tuesday, February 11, after months of  haggling, 
negotiating teams from both the Seattle Community 
College District (SCCD) and the local branch of  the 

American Teachers Federation (AFT) established a tentative 
agreement to raise salaries for both full-time and part-time 
faculty by 2%. The raises, which would apply to faculty at 
all four district campuses, would go into effect retroactively, 
meaning back-pay from fall 2013 for full-time faculty and 
from the beginning of  the current quarter for part-time fac-
ulty.

Both sides have been negotiating since October of  last 
year, making this most recent and final meeting the sixth in 
a drawn-out process of  give-and-take between AFT and the 
District.

The allocation, amounting to roughly $2.2 million, was 
authorized by the WA State Legislature as a way to compen-
sate for austerity measures implemented on public college 
expenditures shortly after the 2008 financial crisis. With no 
raise in five years and the steady rise of  inflation constantly 
reducing the purchasing power of  2008-era salaries, commu-
nity college employees in Seattle and across the state have 
been feeling the squeeze for years.

“This was a way for us to get something that we’ve lost 
back,” said Tracy Furutani, a science instructor at North Se-
attle Community College and a member of  the AFT nego-

Josh Kelety | Campus News & Opinion Editor

Inflation aside, teachers’ union and SCCD agree 
on 2% salary hike

tiating team. The point of  contention originated from the 
disbursement of  these funds, specifically those directed to 
Seattle faculty. SCCD administrators felt that full-time teach-
ers should receive the entirety of  the funds. AFT took the 
position that an across the board pay bump for all faculty 
would be appropriate.

With a part-time to full-time faculty ratio of  3-1 (accord-
ing to Furutani), SCCD’s teaching staff  base primarily con-
sists of  part-timers. Part-time faculty are also paid consider-
ably less, though specific salaries vary by individual and by 
how many programs they are allowed to teach in. In addition, 
a survey sent out by AFT showed that among the respon-
dents, a majority supported an increase across the board. The 
lack of  a state-mandated Cost of  Living Adjustment (COLA) 
to faculty salary also factored into AFT’s position. A COLA 
hasn’t been applied since 2008, according to Charles Sims, 
Chief  Human Resources Officer for the SCCD and a key 
negotiator for the District during the bargaining.

“We’re going backwards in the sense that our earning 
power is actually paying for less, and most people are experi-
encing that,” said Tracy Lai, a humanities professor at Seattle 
Central Community College and an AFT member.

On the other hand, full-time faculty carry a larger swath 
of  responsibilities than their part -time counterparts. They 
must not only teach more classes but hold office hours for 

O

AFT Seattle meeting: faculty union votes. Photograph by Josh Kelety.
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students and serve on hiring committees and the like for the 
college. In addition, the SCCD currently holds the rank of  
having the highest paid part-time faculty among state com-
munity colleges, according to Sims. With regard to full-time 
faculty, on the other hand, we are only 12th.

“Our primary goal is about fairness, it is about competi-
tiveness,” said Sims. “They [full-time faculty] are doing pro-
fessional obligations outside of  the classroom. They are do-
ing curriculum development, they are on hiring committees, 
they are on search committees. Our part-time faculty do not 
have those obligations.”

To make things more complicated, exempt employees 
(staff  whose pay is salary based) who have faced similar 
salary freezes and no COLA will potentially receive pay in-
creases from the same pool of  funds. According to Sims, this 
employee demographic is in the process of  forming its own 
AFT-sanctioned union which will bargain for a share of  the 
state allocated funds. He added that non-union administra-
tors will also receive a pay bump, the amount being depen-
dent on the outcome of  the aforementioned union and the 
eventual bargaining outcome.

In addition, according to Furutani, classified employees 
(staff  paid on an hourly wage and who are eligible for over-
time), received not just a salary freeze but a 3% cut to their 
pay roughly two years ago. The recent funding authorization 
will restore that 3%, further trimming the allocation for ex-
empt employees.

Despite the initial difference in positions, the last nego-
tiating round led to a tentative agreement on a 2% across-
the-board hike, a compromise between the AFT’s demand 
for higher raises and the District’s full-time-only stance. The 
AFT had been preparing for more drastic measures if  no 
agreement could be reached, such as picketing or other forms 
of  civil disobedience. Given the across the board hike, no 
such action is planned.

“Both negotiating teams came to the table and bargained 
in good faith to reach an acceptable agreement on across-the-
board salary-increases for the District’s full- and part-time 
faculty,” said Sims in an official statement after the agreement 
was announced.

But while the allocation replaces funds that were retract-
ed during the past half-decade, it does not address inflation or 
implement any kind of  COLA. A Seattle Times article reported 
that in terms of  costs of  living, Seattle ranks 16 percentage 
points above the national average, with inflation driving those 
figures higher every year. According to the Bureau of  Labor 
Statistics, Seattle prices inflated by a little more than 7% from 
2008-2012, and another 1.3% last year.

“There are still some larger equity issues out there, which 
this pot of  money is not large enough to address,” said Fu-
rutani.

The tentative agreement will go to the AFT Seattle Ex-
ecutive Board, which will review the final language before a 
local branch wide vote at the end of  the quarter. – J.K.
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Seattlites push back against bus privatization

n an age of  increasingly privatized public services, it is 
not uncommon to see citizens taking a stand against what 
they see as the corporate exploitation of  the common-

wealth. Stop Veolia Seattle (SVS), a local community organi-
zation of  activists, aims to do just that by raising awareness 
of  King County Metro’s contract with the multinational cor-
poration Veolia, a company which operates Metro’s Acces-
sible Service Program (aka “Access”). Access is a branch of  
Metro that provides specialized buses for transit riders with 
disabilities that prevent them from riding conventional buses.

Veolia first started operating the Access program back in 
1996. Its contract was renewed in 2011, and will run through 
July 2018. The company currently operates 75% of  the Ac-
cess service, encompassing 248 paratransit vehicles and 388 
employees.

The corporation 
is a massive interna-
tional conglomerate. 
Based out of  France 
and originating from 
the organization 
Compagnie Générale 
des Eaux (founded 
more than 160 years 
ago), it contains four 
sub-divisions: Veolia 
Water, Veolia Envi-
ronmental Services, 
Veolia Energy, and 
Veolia Transporta-
tion. The latter oper-
ates in King County.

“The reason why Veolia is so large is because it operates 
on 5 continents,” said SVS activist Maia Brown. She went on 
to claim that Veolia holds the rank of  being the corporation 
with the largest number of  privatized public service contracts 
in the world, in addition to holding the highest number of  
privatized transportation service contracts in North America.

SVS cites the company’s history of  unethical behavior 
and its role as a private public service contractor as cause for 
concern. “Veolia will go into a new continent with a little bit 
of  money and a lot of  promises. However, they allow their 
employees to work in awful working conditions,” Susan Kop-
pelman, another volunteer with SVS. 

Employee-company disputes have dogged Veolia’s past, 
perhaps due to Veolia’s alleged anti-union attitude. The Se-
attle PI reported that in 2008, Access bus drivers filed unfair-
labor practice action against King County Metro for award-
ing a contract to Veolia. The contract would have disallowed 
unionized employees from working in the Access program.

“I have heard countless reports of  people, generally bus 
drivers, who will ask for higher living wages and will get fired. 

Then, either they will have to find new jobs or re-apply for 
the jobs that they once held. If  they get their old jobs backs, 
then it’s usually without a pension, or retirement fund or any 
benefits whatsoever,” Brown stated. 

In addition, Veolia’s former involvement in operating 
Israeli transportation systems in disputed Israeli/Palestinian 
territory has raised questions with SVS and activist groups 
internationally. In September of  2013 Veolia eliminated sev-
eral bus lines between Jerusalem and Israeli settlements in the 
West Bank due to protests and opposition, according to Who 
Profits, a research center focused on corporate exploitation 
of  the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

Issues with Veolia haven’t been limited to its transporta-
tion services. A subsidiary of  Veolia Water, Apa Nova, re-
ceived substantial negative feedback from residents of  Bu-

charest, Romania, 
with over 20% of  the 
city’s consumer base 
complaining about 
over-priced rates and 
manipulative billing 
practices shortly af-
ter the company be-
gan its contract with 
the local city govern-
ment.

To counter the 
corporation’s pres-
ence in Seattle’s pub-
lic services sphere, 
Access staff  and em-

ployees have allegedly been attempting to re-unionize. Mem-
bers of  SVS also claimed that portions of  the Seattle disabled 
population have also been trying to find the means to speak 
out about their dissatisfaction with Veolia’s handling of  Ac-
cess and a growing feeling that the service has become worse 
over time.

SVS have also come up with a few ideas of  their own, 
such as campaigning for King County Metro to end their 
contract with Veolia early and without renewal; this would 
allow workers to unionize, and, SVS says, reclaim Access as a 
tool for public good and not corporate profit.

“[I]n the end,” Brown remarked, “this is really a move-
ment to ensure the freedom of  movement.” 

On Sunday, March 23rd, 2014, SVS and The Rachel Cor-
rie Foundation for Peace and Justice will screen Liz Marshall’s 
2010 documentary Water on the Table at the Northwest Film 
Forum. The event will also include a panel speaking about 
‘The Human Right to Water: Connecting Local and Global 
Struggles.’ The event will be held at 6pm, with tickets priced 
at $11 for the general public and $8 for students with a valid 
student ID. – K.M. & J.K.

I
Katherine Morgan | Staff Writer  & Josh Kelety | Campus News & Opinion Editor

A Metro Access bus. Photograph courtesy of  Zak Heistand.
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Immigration: DREAM comes true

tudents who were brought illegally in the U.S. when 
they were children, usually called Dreamers, will be 
able to get financial aid from the state to pursue high-

er education. State lawmakers passed the Washington State 
Dream Act—Senate Bill 6523—which will extend financial 
aid to 1,100 more students from state universities. These stu-
dents will benefit from $5 million that will be provided by the 
State Need Grant in order to cover this increase of  tuitions 
expenses. This is the first law that the Legislature has passed 
this year, according to the Seattle Times.

The passing of  the bill has been an unexpected switch. 
Washington’s Republican-led Senate passed on February 2nd 
a version of  the DREAM act—Senate Bill 6523—renamed 
as the “Real Hope Act.” The decision to bring up the bill 
was a reversal on the priorities that the State Senate had es-
tablished for this term year. Previously, they had signaled 
that they would not bring up the bill at the beginning of  the 
Legislature, when the Demo-
cratic controlled House voted 
71-23 for its version of  the 
bill on the first day of  the ses-
sion, according to the Seattle 
Times.  But surprisingly, Sen-
ate Higher Education Com-
mittee chairwoman Barbara 
Bailey said she would bring 
the bill up, which finally was 
passed by a 35 to 10 margin in 
the Senate. The bill was held 
in the Senate Higher Educa-
tion Committee for more than 
a year. On February 18th the 
House approved the Senate 
version of  the DREAM Act 
by 75 to 22 and send it to Gov. 
Jay Inslee, who has already 
declared his support for the 
bill. According to statements 
made on his website when the 
Senate approved its version 
of  it, Inslee said that “this bill 
ensures that the young men 
and women we’ve invested in 
at our high schools and who 
aspire to become productive 
American citizens will now 
have fair access to the finan-
cial support they need to turn 
their dreams into reality.”

The bill that the Senate 
approved differs slightly from 
the one that the House passed 

earlier in that it provides an additional $5 million from the 
state’s general fund. They also gave it a different name: the 
“Real Hope Act.”

About 74,000 students receive State Need Grants, a 
program that was created in 1969 to “help the state’s lowest-
income undergraduate students pursue degrees, hone their 
skills, or retrain for new careers.” According to the Seattle 
Times, last year 32,000 eligible students were turned away 
because lack of  funding. According to Rachelle Sharpe of  
the Washington Student Achievement Council, who spoke to 
the Seattle Times, “these [new] students will be added to this 
large pool of  students.” The fact that the bill has been passed 
doesn’t mean that all of  them will get financial aid. Sharpe is 
in charge of  administering the grants.

On the Washington Dream Act Coalition website Car-
los Padilla, co-founder and current project coordinator, says 
that “5 years ago, we decided to come out as Undocumented 

and Unafraid in the state of  
Washington. Today, DREAM-
ers across the state have em-
power themselves and have 
made this win possible.” This 
organization has been fight-
ing for more than 10 years 
to ensure that undocumented 
young people have the right 
to get higher education in the 
U.S. According to a survey by 
the Washington State Budget 
& Policy Center, “nearly 40 
percent of  undocumented 
youth do not graduate from 
high school, compared to 15 
percent of  lawfully present 
immigrants and 8 percent of  
U.S.-born citizens.”

With this unexpected 
resolution Washington State 
becomes the 17th state to 
have their own version of  
the DREAM act, as well as 
the fourth state to extend fi-
nancial aid for undocumented 
students, along with Califor-
nia, Texas and New Mexico. 

Washington State had al-
ready passed a law that allowed 
Dreamers to qualify for the 
same tuition rates that other 
residents pay at state colleges 
and universities. – D.G.

S
Diana Gener | Managing Editor

Infographic courtesy of  the Washington Stage Budget & Policy Center.
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 cene I.
I like to think of  myself  as a painter. I paint my life 

the way I see fit. Yes, my life is bleak, and colored only 
in black and white. But I did it, it was me. I painted my life 
like this. Who is to say I am a blank canvas if  I chose to keep 
it that way? At least I was wise enough to know. Who can say 
I am aiming for the lowest common denominator, if  that was 
my intention. No one else even knows. They go about their 
day simply existing, unaware that their fruitless lives already 
have no meaning. Under promise, and over deliver. People 
try too damn hard. I paint in only the colors I see. I just hope 
someone else can see the colors I do. 

• • •
I think these thoughts as I lay in bed. It is still dark. But 

that can’t be right. I look at my alarm clock. It isn’t moving. 
No battery, but I look anyway. I look every day. When was the 
last time the time has actually been right? I don’t keep track 
anymore. But I keep looking regardless.

Why would there be an alarm clock there if  wasn’t meant 
to be looked at? It wants to be looked at, so I look at it, even 
if  it isn’t working. Fucking useless. Most things are just like 
this alarm clock. It exists not out of  self-fulfillment or self-
worth, but out of  someone else’s need for it. A clock will al-
ways be a clock, nothing else. It didn’t will itself, it didn’t bring 
itself  into this world because it wanted to be in this world. It 
didn’t have a fucking choice.

We don’t have a fucking choice either. But people are dif-
ferent. People can delude themselves into thinking they are 
self-fulfilled. They aren’t. They’re the same as a fucking clock. 
People are just biological clocks, and then they run out of  
juice. That’s that. They’ve outlived their function, their use-
fulness. When you give others what they want from you, you 
are no longer hold any value to them, intrinsic or otherwise. 
You are thrown away. Tossed aside. I won’t be thrown away 
like old newspapers. I refuse to become irrelevant. I won’t 
throw away my clock just because it doesn’t work. It deserves 
better than that. 

The alarm clock. White walls, a bed, a small desk, a lap-
top. The only light in the room comes from a lonely lamp 
that rests upon the desk. My room. The only comfort I have 
ever known.

It is something familiar to me; it is something I own com-
pletely. Even if  it is bleak and built upon apathy, it is some-

thing I have created. Me, myself, with my own hands. Without 
me, this room would slowly decay and fall away into nothing-
ness. I give my room company, and in return, my room gives 
me a safe haven. Some would call it a dependent relationship. 
I think of  it as being mutually beneficial. 

But outside these walls, are thousands of  blank faces. 
Those empty faces, they stare at me like foreign objects. We 
are all canvases, just waiting to become art, waiting to be-
come relevant. But no one aims to become the artist any-
more. We want to be special, never creating, only wanting to 
be admired. We choose the easy way out, hoping that we can 
simply be great by being empty, ready for our empty lives to 
be painted in wonderful colors. I say pick up your own damn 
brush, and color your world the way you see fit. But there are 
no artists. So here we are, in a world with only canvases. 

I slowly rise out of  my bed and start my computer. This 
is how my day starts. I get into the cycle of  events. I always 
tell myself  never settle for the same, never be a sheep being 
herded from one caged field to another. I won’t be caged in, 
I’d rather walk of  the cliff  and take my chances. I might die, 
but at least I’d have broken the routine. 

But I’m not the only one. Some people are like that. Peo-
ple can get used to falling off  cliffs, sometimes inadvertently, 
but a few willingly choose to roll the dice and see if  their legs 
can can survive the fall. It’s rare that any ever do. So eventu-
ally people become afraid of  trying. Trying to break out of  
the cycle. People only know how be be stuck in a routine; it’s 
the only comfort they have ever known. So keep on follow-
ing the herd. But for those of  us who take the plunge, maybe 
when we finally hit rock bottom we’ll wake up from our sleep. 
No one comes out unscathed. And those who don’t make it, 
but good riddance, another sheep is gone from the world. 
Live and let die.

The boot screen, black, keep it going, now for the login 
screen. I wait diligently for it to appear. I count down, 5-4-3-
2-1, and yet there is nothing. The screen remains black. How 
odd, it’s fine, I’m patient. No plans today, no plans ever. I 
don’t have a routine. I refuse to be like everyone else, just can-
vases, just sheep. In any case, I wouldn’t let this little quibble 
get in the way of  fulfilling my daily ritual. I restart my com-
puter and wait for it to boot up. The black screen appears 
again. My anger grows. I sit in disbelief. I am at a loss for what 
to do. I should have made plans. – J.K.

S

White Walls
John Kim | Student Contributor
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Court jester plots vengeance, sings
Reuven Pinnata | Staff Writer

lthough I have always been a passionate opera devo-
tee, I considered my knowledge of  the operatic world 
lamentably inadequate because I had never attended a 

live performance before. Thus, it was with great anticipation 
that I attended Seattle Opera’s second production of  their 
current 2013/2014 season. I came prepared – I read an opera 
guidebook, studied the libretto, and listened to the Suther-
land/Pavarotti recording – and was thoroughly intoxicated. 
I exited McCaw Hall with a rapturous feeling, my head filled 
with Verdi’s all-encompassing, glorious music. However, as 
the night came to a close and dizzying enchantment resolved 
into pensive rumination, I began to ask myself  why Rigoletto 
produced such an effect on me. The music was certainly di-
vine, but surely, there was more to it. Was it Verdi’s impec-
cable sense of  drama? Was it the singers’ performances? Was 
it Francesco Piave’s compelling libretto? Or was it all this and 
even more?

On closer observation, the story of  Rigoletto is not some-
thing people would usually expect from an opera. It tells the 
story of  the titular character, a hunchbacked court jester who 
works for a despotic, womanizing duke. Despite his malicious 
sense of  humor, he is a deeply protective father; he has a 
beautiful daughter, Gilda, with whom he lives in the seclusion 
of  their home because he is afraid of  the men (the Duke, 
most of  all) who can take her away from him. Later, when he 
cruelly mocks Count Monterone, whose daughter the Duke 
has slept with, he is cursed. The curse haunts him and begins 
to manifest itself  as Gilda unwittingly falls in love with the 
Duke, although he ends up deserting her. Rigoletto swears 
vengeance and plans to avenge his daughter by hiring the 
assassin Sparafucile to murder the Duke, not realizing that 
his own action will set to motion the tragic series of  events 
which will result in the fulfillment of  Monterone’s curse—
Gilda’s death. 

The opera’s characters are full of  complexities, and Ver-
di’s genius lies in his ability to convey drama through music. 
Rigoletto is neither an angel nor a devil. As he reflects in his 
soliloquy “Pari siamo” on how it is his bitterness against fate 
which turns him into such a person, one gets a glimpse of  his 
psychological turmoil. His protectiveness over Gilda also be-
comes understandable as one realizes how close his position 
is to the corrupt Duke. His most emotional moment comes 
when he begs the noblemen to return his daughter to him, al-
ternating between outbursts of  indignant fury and desperate 
pleas (“Cortigiani vil razza dannata… Ebben piango”). Gilda 
herself  is not the virtuous virgin one tends to categorize her 
as. Her principal aria “Caro nome” is a hymn of  sexual awak-
ening. Indeed, she turns out to be a frustratingly stubborn 
character when, in the end, she decides to die for the man 
who forgets her once he has made his conquest. The charac-
ter of  the Duke, however immoral and detestable, is perhaps 
what first attracted Verdi to the story – the basis for the opera 

is Victor Hugo’s Le roi s’amuse. In fact, commenting on the 
play, Verdi himself  said that “[t]he subject is grand, immense, 
and there is a character that is one of  the greatest creations 
that the theatre can boast of, in any country and in all his-
tory.” The character he was referring to is the Duke (in the 
play, it is originally a king) whose “frivolous, licentious char-
acter… give[s] rise to the many dramatic situations.” Of  the 
three main arias written for this role, two reflect his carefree 
lifestyle and one is an ironic variation on it. Listening to the 
Duke sing “Parmi veder le lagrime,” one is tempted to believe 
that he is really ready to give up his ways for Gilda, something 
the audience know in the end to be untrue.

However, in spite of  its twisted plot (the single most 
despicable character is the one who gets the happy ending) 
and seemingly amoral themes, Verdi seems to remind us his 
audience that, first and foremost, art must be beautiful, and 
the cast of  the Seattle Opera, fortunately, was aware of  this. 
Marco Vratogna played a compelling Rigoletto; his hefty and 
sonorous baritone never failed to fill the whole auditorium. 
However, one wished that he would infuse his performance 
with more dramatic vocal colors because, otherwise, his 
portrayal was quite sympathetic. Nadine Sierra was a stellar 
Gilda. Her lovely voice encompassed Gilda’s wide array of  
emotions—the dreamy ecstasy when she contemplates on 
her newfound love, the hurt limp when she recounts to her 
father what has happened between the Duke and her, and 
the tragic boldness before she enters Sparafucile’s house to 
sacrifice herself. The one moment which stood out above 
all was when she lay on the floor while effortlessly, fluently 
tackling the demanding high notes and passagework in “Caro 
nome.” Francesco Demuro was an alluring Duke, suavely hit-
ting all the high notes, especially the one which tops the ever-
famous “La donna e mobile.” An honorable mention goes to 
Andrea Silvestrelli’s Sparafucile, who ended his introductory 
duet with Rigoletto on a bone-chilling low note. However, 
the crowning piece of  the performance was the “Bella figlia 
dell’amore” quartet, perhaps one of  the greatest musical piec-
es Verdi himself  ever composed. 

Rigoletto remains a perfect example of  the marriage be-
tween music and storytelling. Verdi’s orchestration illustrates 
the story impeccably, and his gift for writing beautiful melo-
dies is at its full display. The actions are fast-paced, hurtling 
towards a dramatic conclusion, and the music covers a variety 
of  forms—aria, duet, trio and quartet; it is almost the ideal 
opera. Indeed, come to think of  it, isn’t it strange to come out 
of  the theatre, after witnessing such a dark story, with one’s 
spirit uplifted and filled with joy?

If  this review sparks your curiosity in opera, do not 
worry: Seattle Opera is only halfway through its season. Up-
coming from February 22 to March 7, Seattle Opera will be 
running Gian-Carlo Menotti’s Pulitzer Prize-winning politi-
cal thriller, The Consul. This season’s closing production, run-

A
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ning from May 3 to 17, is Offenbach’s glorious The Tales of  
Hoffmann. A recent press release announcing their 2014/15 
season will also make every music lover salivate: a new pro-
duction of  Handel’s Semele, Puccini’s dramatic masterpiece 
Tosca, Mozart’s highly infl uential Don Giovanni, and Strauss’ 
sparkling comedy Ariadne auf  Naxos. Students can buy day-
of-show tickets for $20; however, it is still advised to check 
Seattle Opera’s website for availability. – R.P.

Paper fashion ignites imagination
ave you ever played paper doll when you were a child? 
Mixing and matching their paper dolls with different 
paper dresses and accessories is many girls’ favorite 

childhood game. In Belgian artist Isabella de Borchgrave’s 
world, all the beautiful clothes in this fantasy have come 
alive! Bellevue Arts Musem (BAM)’s exhibition “A World of  
Paper, A World of  Fashion: Isabelle de Borchgrave Meets 
Mariano Fortuny” was much more of  a surprise than just 
an ordinary fashion show. The collection that was shown in 
BAM was inspired by the Spanish fashion designer Mariano 
Fortuny (1871-1949), who is known to be one of  the most 
signifi cant designers in European fashion in the early 20th 
century. When two European artists became bound together, 
who could have guessed that they would create such an exotic 
collection of  dresses? 

The collection was full of  elements from Ancient Greek, 
Islamic, and Japanese fashion and art. The long vintage dress 
that Fortuny has designed is called the Delphos gown, a style 
that was inspired and named after the famous Greek statue, 
the Charioteer of  Delphi. The Delphos gown was the hot-
test trend of  fashion in European upper society during the 
1970s and the original collections of  Fortuny’s design are pre-
served in The Fortuny Museum in Venice.  Every piece of  the 

dresses in the exhibition was hand-cut by Isabelle de Borch-
grave herself. With different techniques such as crumpling, 
painting, pleating, braiding, and feathering, she made paper 
no longer just a piece of  paper; she transformed it into a vari-
ety of  textiles. If  you stare at her paper dresses close enough, 
you will likely fi nd yourself  lost in the patterns and delicate 
textures. It can take your breath away and keep you wonder-
ing whether it’s really made of  paper or whether your eyes 
have tricked you. Reality and the surreal suddenly become 
hard to differentiate. 

I especially loved the whole setting of  the exhibition. 
There were not only dresses; you could also see her design 
in the shoes, curtains, and carpets that were meant to match 
the theme of  the clothes. For just a while, I wish I could live 
in her splendid and limitless paper world. While Coco Cha-
nel made pearl necklaces out of  glass, Isabelle de Borchgrave 
made gold necklaces out of  paper. These female designers 
applied ordinary materials to mimic luxurious jewelry and 
dresses; perhaps it’s their way to tell the world that fashion is 
not supposed to be an unaffordable privilege, but a forum of  
attitude and creativity that everyone can enjoy and have fun 
with. – M.T.

Maggie Tsai | Arts & Entertainment Editor

H

From left to right: Rigoletto (Marco Vratogna), Gilda (Nadine Sierra), 
Maddalena (Sarah Larsen), and the Duke (Francesco Demuro) singing the 
magnifi cent ‘Bella fi glia dell’amore’ quartet. Photograph by Elise Bakketun 

courtesy of  the Seattle Times.
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Name change: Circuit disputes District’s poll as 
biased; actual student views remain unclear

A
Casey Jaywork | Editor-in-Chief

ccording to a poll administered by the Seattle Commu-
nity Colleges District (SCCD) via district-wide email, 
there is strong majority support from both students 

and staff  for the Board of  Trustees’ (BoT) proposal to re-
move “Community” from the district’s name and the names 
of  all of  its colleges. (For example, “Seattle Central Com-
munity College” would become “Seattle Central College.”) 
However, those results have been called into question, both 
by a separate poll administered by the Central Circuit and by 
some students and faculty.

Among the students who are skeptical of  the District’s 
results is SCCC student Carlos Hernandez (whose union-or-
ganizing efforts were featured in our Nov. ‘13 issue). He told 
a Feb. 13 BoT meeting that he thought the survey was biased. 
“I feel cheated by the [survey] that they sent me. It showed 
one side, it didn’t show both sides,” he said. 

Faculty union representative Kimberly McRae expressed 
concern regarding whose voices are and aren’t being heard. 

“When we talk about community, whose community are 
we talking about?” she said. “Is it the business community? 
The education community? Or are we talking about those 
others that utilize this survey that live in the community?”

Commenting on the larger economic function of  com-
munity colleges, BoT member Jorge Carrasco said that “most 
of  us go to college to get trained so that we can get hired, 
earn a living, and support our families. From my vantage 
point it is really important for employers to weigh in on how 
they see the name change.”
Two polls

The District’s poll, which received around 2,500 re-
sponses, asked six questions about the proposal to remove 
“Community” from the District’s and schools’ names. The 
only appearance of  the word “Community” in the poll was 
use of  the Seattle Community Colleges’ full name in the fi rst 
question. At no point did the poll explicitly express that the 
proposal is to remove “Community”; rather, respondents 

Graphs show the results of  the Circuit’s poll.
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Apathy, dignity, and 
homelessness

t was a warm August night. I was shooting the breeze 
with a former classmate from my hometown at a lo-
cal park, laughing about various high school memories 

ranging from alcohol-fueled antics to another classmate who 
ejaculated while observing a couple engage in passionate be-
havior at a school dance. It was a comic atmosphere.

During the course of  our conversation my fellow Port 
Townsend native mentioned that on his way to the park he 
encountered a homeless man passed out under a bush with 
an unattended backpack at his feet. With a tone of  genuine 
regret my classmate casually said that he should have made 

Josh Kelety | Campus News & Opinion Editor

I

were asked about the “name change.” Further, every question 
in the poll was framed to ask whether respondents “agreed” 
with or “supported” the name change, and the majority of  
questions listed potential benefits of  the name change, while 
none listed its costs.

The Circuit’s poll, in contrast, made explicit the proposal 
to remove “Community.” It also phrased questions so as to 
make support for and opposition to the name change equally 
viable options. For example, the response “I oppose remov-
ing ‘Community’” appeared beside the response “I support 
removing ‘Community,’” thus minimizing the effect of  lead-
ing questions on the poll’s results. The major disadvantage 
of  the Circuit’s poll is that, not having access to District-wide 
email lists, we were only able to poll slightly over 300 faculty, 
students, and other SCC community members.
Two results

According to the office of  the vice chancellor, the Dis-
trict’s poll found that 58% of  SCCD students and 53% of  
faculty are “supportive” of  the name change, while only 15% 
of  students and 29% of  faculty are “not supportive.”

By contrast, the Circuit’s survey, which specifically asked 
about SCCC, found that “opposition” (27.6%) to the name 
change slightly outweighed “support” (24%). A slim plural-
ity (25%) of  respondents said that the name change would 
be consistent with the college’s mission, while 23% said it 
wouldn’t and 18% thought it made no difference. Students 
made up a little more than half  of  our respondents, while 
faculty and staff  made up about a quarter and a seventh of  
our sample, respectively.

Like the District’s poll, the Circuit’s poll (which is still 
open at CentralCircuit.com) is far from perfect. Our sample 
is less than a third of  the District poll’s. Unlike the District 
poll, our poll cannot distinguish between responses by stu-
dent, faculty, and staff. And it is possible that, lacking the 
ability to email everyone in the District, our sample was not 
representative of  the larger population.

In light of  both polls’ respective imperfections and of  
the stark disagreement between their findings, it is impossible 
at this time to make confident statements about the overall 

views of  SCCD faculty, students, and community members 
on the proposal to remove “Community” from our colleges’ 
names. – C.J.

An SCCC student protest against the name change is scheduled for 
Wednesday, March 5 at 12pm. A forum about the name change will 
be held at SCCC on Wednesday, March 12. For more information 

about times and locations, visit CentralCircuit.com.

The Seattle Community Colleges are exploring the idea of a name 
change to “Seattle Colleges.” What is your perception of this pro-
posed change?

Options: Supportive; Neutral; Not supportive; Don’t know
 
Please indicate your level of agreement or disagreement with the 
statements about the proposed name change. The name change 
would:
Attract more students to enroll
Benefit graduates for employment opportunities
Portray the colleges as offering more degree options
Portray the colleges as Bachelor degree institutions
Be consistent with our mission
Increase perceptions of educational quality
Options: Strongly agree; Agree; Neutral; Disagree; Strongly disagree; 

Don’t know

Complete District poll

(Visit CentralCircuit.com for the complete list)

Selected Circuit questions

Should Seattle Central Community College remove “Community” 
from its name?
Options: I support removing “Community”; I oppose removing 
“Community”; I am neutral about removing “Community”; I don’t 
know
 
Do you think that removing “Community” would attract new 
students, or drive them away?
Options: Removing “Community” would attract new students; Re-
moving “Community” would drive away new students; Removing 
“Community” would not affect enrollment; I don’t know
 
How would removing “Community” affect the college’s image? 
(check all that apply)
Options: It would advertise SCCC’s two bachelor degree programs; 
It would confuse people about whether we’re primarily a 2-year 
college or a 4-year college; It would have other significant effects; 
I don’t know
 
SCCC’s mission statement is:
Seattle Central Community College promotes educational excel-
lence in a multicultural urban environment. We provide oppor-
tunities for academic achievement, workplace preparation, and 
service to the community.
In your opinion, would removing “Community” from our name 
be consistent with our mission?
Options: Yes, removing “Community” would be consistent with 
our mission; No, removing “Community” would not be consistent 
with our mission; It doesn’t make much difference; I don’t know
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Poor in Seattle: Sex 
health services

Amber Lyons | Student Contributor

ex is awesome. And despite what some parents may 
think, many students have probably been having it for 
some time. Sex is even better when you know that you 

and your partner are aware of  your STD status. Below is a list 
of  places to get testings done to ensure safer sex. 

• Center for MultiCultural Health: African-American 
Testing Project
The African-American Testing Project offers HIV testing to 
African-American men who have sex with other men. You will 
receive the test results that day and will be offered a $20 stipend.

(206) 461-6910 ext 212
http://multi-culturalhealth.org/programs_svcs/

aatpbrotherslink.htm

• Country Doctor – Adult and Adolescent Services
Country Doctor has HIV and general STD/STI testing for 
the public. They use a sliding scale for payment if  you do not 
have health insurance. Country Doctor also recognizes the 
need of  confidentiality for adolescents.

(206) 299-1600
http://www.countrydoctor.org/services

• POCAAN (People of  Color Against AIDS Network)
POCAAN is an organization designed to support people of  
color with HIV.  They offer walk-in appointments Monday 
through Friday 9am-4pm

1609 19th Ave, Seattle, WA 98122
(206) 322-7061 

• Entre Hermanos – Free HIV/STI Testing
This organization provides HIV/STI testing to Latino men 
who have sex with men. If  receiving an HIV test you will 
have the possibility of  a $20 stipend. 

1505 Broadway Ave - Seattle, WA 98122
(206) 322-7700

http://www.entrehermanos.org/node/138

     Unfortunately King County does not list any female-spe-
cific STD/STI testing centers. For info on testing for women, 
call the Seattle Health Center Planned Parenthood at: (800) 
769-0045. – A.L.

S

off  with the man’s backpack due to a protruding bottle of  
vodka. 

He viewed that bag as being up for grabs just because the 
owner was homeless. But it wasn’t.

That bag belonged to a person, and given that person’s 
status as homeless and poor, he probably needed those items 
more than my White, male, upper-middle class classmate. 
That bag might have held food, some tokens with sentimen-
tal value, a bottle of  water, some spare change, a raincoat, 
and a bar of  soap. He probably needed everything in his bag 
to survive on a daily basis, in a minimalist lifestyle that my 
classmate could barely imagine.

I’m sickened to see such cruel apathy in my peers. My 
hometown classmate didn’t need that homeless drunk’s per-
sonal belongings. He probably would have discarded them 
a block after he picked it up. He wanted to do it because he 
could, because he thought it would be funny. He wanted to 
do it because he didn’t see a human being in that bush, just a 
heap of  dirty clothes and flesh clogging up the sidewalk.

With a few casual sentences, my former classmate unwit-
tingly highlighted a broader problem in American society: our 
relentless contempt for the poor. While our individualistic 
‘pull yourself  up by your own bootstraps’ mentality has pro-
duced an admirable work ethic, it has also cultivated disgust 
for people who fell through (or never had access to) social 
safety nets. Homeless people are perceived as being weak, 
unable to support themselves, and lazy. They are therefore 
held to be unworthy of  the same respect and dignity that we 
‘normal’ people pay to one another.

It’s common in American cities to ignore and dismiss 
panhandlers. Of  course, many of  us just don’t have the cash 
flow to donate to every needy person we meet. But we also 
tell ourselves that there is nothing we can do, that our re-
sources are more usefully spent in other areas, and that we 
don’t bear responsibility for others. Dealing with shameful 
inequality by disowning responsibility for it erodes a person’s 
empathy, until one day these fellow human beings become 
just an irritating part of  the scenery. The man shaking an 
empty cup on the corner is no long an unfortunate person; 
he’s a pest who gets in the way of  the ‘productive’ members 
of  society.

Poverty isn’t predestined. Any one of  us could find our-
selves, without warning, sleeping under a bridge or in a door-
way. The causes of  homelessness–skyrocketing rent, infla-
tion, job insecurity, trauma, debt, and mental illness–threaten 
all of  us. Contrast this harsh reality with the stereotype of  the 
weak-willed alcoholic leeching off  society for his next bottle 
of  Old English: it’s comforting to think of  the homeless as 
belonging to another species, because that implies that we’re 
immune from their misfortune. But the impoverished aren’t 
mosquitos; they’re us, plus bad luck.

We have to dispute the notion that wealth is the same 
thing as worth. When our only values are expressed in dollar 
signs, we deny the humanity of  the poor–of  the very people 
who need our compassion the most. We must look at the 
reasons why these people fell through social safety nets in 
the first place, and what we can do to address those gaping 

holes in the system. A good place to start would be providing 
basic necessities for everyone, like food, shelter, transporta-
tion, healthcare, and education–but accomplishing even that 
requires not just kind wishes but political organizing. Once 
those needs are ensured, people like my former classmate can 
start talking about personal work ethic and laziness. – J.K.
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Facebook transcends the gender binary

s the world of  
social media 
has already no-

ticed, Facebook (FB) 
has changed its gender-
identification feature. FB 
users no longer have to 
choose between male or 
female when they define 
themselves in the digital 
world; FB has now given 
voice to those for whom 
the traditional male/
female binary is inad-
equate. (This option ap-
pears to be available only 
for users whose language 
is set to US English and 
Pirate-English.)

For some folks, these setting changes are a welcome sign 
of  progress, while others see it as just a politically-correct 
move. To get some opinions on the matter, the Central Circuit 
interviewed Dr. Krystle Balhan (KB), professor of  psychol-
ogy at SCCC, and Zane Rapinan (ZR), secretary of  the Tri-
angle Club, a LGBTQ student club.

Before going further, some terms must be defined. FB 
is giving user freedom in the realm of  gender, which many 
consider distinct from sex. According to author and human 
sexuality expert Debby Herbenick, sex is “a configuration of  
chromosomes, hormones, gonads (ovaries, testicles), repro-
ductive units (sperm, egg), and internal and external anato-
my.” Gender, on the other hand, “is more about your per-
sonal sense of  who you are (e.g. man, woman, transgender, 
etc.).” In short, sex refers more to biological qualities while 
gender refers more to personal identity.

It should be noted that this distinction is controversial: 
some social conservatives consider gender to necessarily fol-
low from sex, while some social radicals argue that sex is just 
as socially constructed as gender.
R: Responding to those who may be skeptical: how large 
is the scope of  this change? How important is the repre-
sentation of  identity in social media?

KB: While it is hard to estimate the ‘scope of  this change,’ 
I think it is important that we have accurate and inclusive rep-
resentations of  our identities in all forms of  media, including 
social media. When the media do not represent any of  our 
identities, this is called “symbolic annihilation” and can be 
detrimental because the media are socializing agents. We in-
ternalize messages about ourselves from the media, and when 
those messages simply aren’t present, we may internalize hos-
tility towards ourselves, and low self-esteem and self-worth.

ZR: The representation of  identity is one of  the main 

points of  social media. 
We can create online 
versions of  ourselves 
and interact with other 
people’s.  My opinion is 
that this seemingly small 
change can actually have 
wide-reaching and pro-
active effects.  Having an 
entity as large as FB vali-
date the existence of  a 
myriad of  diverse gender 
identities (before the in-
stitutions of  education, 
law, and health care) can 
and hopefully will have 
trickle-down effects on 
the binary assumptions 
and roles that we all are 

held hostage to and restricted by.
R: How will this help break the stereotypes people put 
on gender identity?

KB: Part of  breaking stereotypes involves knowledge and 
awareness. I think that this list of  terms for gender expression 
can be informative to people who do not have knowledge 
about the vast and complex spectrum of  gender identity. Ad-
ditionally, part of  empowerment includes the ability to name 
the fallacies of  stereotypes and prejudices, and having such a 
public company and a public forum acknowledge the fallacy 
of  the gender binary could help break some stereotypes.

ZR: The fact that a social media site as big as FB is vali-
dating more than the two binary gender identities has a huge 
effect on breaking binary stereotypes. Even for people who 
don’t understand or approve of  the changes it is starting a 
much-needed conversation. The truth is that many people do 
not identify fully with either male or female options alone, 
and this is now supported in the internal structure of  one of  
the most popular social media sites’ coding and layout. Be-
fore this change, people had to find creative ways to promote 
or disclose their non-binary or otherwise diverse gender iden-
tities online, by hiding it somewhere in the profile or hack-
ing into the coding of  FB to make the pronouns into a neu-
tral “they/them” (which I personally did before the system 
changes). Also FB currently does not limit the amount of  
“custom” identities you can list (I have four options selected) 
nor the amount of  times you can change your gender (still 
limited on number of  name changes, unfortunately). This is 
important because many people have multiple intersecting 
identities even within gender, or have a fluid gender that may 
change from day to day or over time.
R: To what extent does a language help “make or break” 
gender stereotypes? People have often talked about the 

A
Reuven Pinnata | Staff Writer

Facebook now allows users to customize their genders. Photograph courtesy of  Facebook.
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importance of  using gender-neutral terms, but is it 
more than just a linguistic convention?

KB: Feminist thinkers have long argued the importance 
and power of  language. The language we use with our par-
ents, peers, teachers, and media shapes our thoughts and be-
liefs about ourselves and the world. To illustrate, when el-
ementary school girls use science books that only refer to 
scientists as male, using “he” or “him,” they are less likely to 
say that they will grow up to be scientists. However, when the 
science curriculum includes references to women scientists, 
girls are significantly more likely to state that they will be sci-
entists when they grow up. Language shapes what we believe 
we can aspire to!

ZR: I believe that [this] holds great importance. The fact 
that Washington State changed all of  its legal terms to be 
gender-neutral (e.g. police officer instead of  policeman) was 
a big step in showing that those positions can be, and fre-
quently are, held equally by any gender. Social media plays a 
huge role in modern society, and these effects can trickle into 
real-world conversation and assumptions. It is old fashioned 
to use terms like “mankind” or to use “he” as a sort of  um-
brella, all-inclusive pronoun.  The linguistic conventions may 
be difficult to change, but that is one of  the first steps in al-
lowing true equality for all genders across our diverse modern 
societies. – R.P.

The Machine to Be Another
ave you ever wanted to switch bodies with someone? 
To experience the world as someone other than your-
self ? Though usually the subject of  comedies (Freaky 

Friday), television sci-fi (Star Trek; The X-Files) and Saturday-
morning cartoons (pretty much all of  them), the concept of  
swapping bodies or consciousnesses carries with it some in-
teresting ideas about empathy and  the philosophy of  per-
sonal identity.  In the pop culture context, such stories usually 
involve an argument or difference of  opinion or perspective 
being resolved, or at least better understood, by both par-
ties through a shared experience in each other’s bodies. In 
the philosophical context, things get a lot more complicated, 
delving into the questions about what consciousness even is 
and whether it’s possible to even theoretically separate it from 
the body, let alone send it to another.

The technology to physically put one’s consciousness 
into another’s body may not exist yet, and perhaps never 
will, but the Spanish collective BeAnotherLabs has brought 
us a step closer with their Machine to Be Another. With the 
help of  the recently-Kickstarted Oculus Rift virtual reality 
technology and neuroscience from Event Labs in Barcelona 
and Group Ehrsson in Stockholm, Sweden, BeAnotherLabs 
has created a two-person set-up with head-mounted cameras, 
the displays of  which are each connected to the other. The 
headsets are placed on two people, one called ‘the user’ and 
the other ‘the performer’, “someone interested in sharing a 
story about his/her existence. This role can be assumed by 
an actor interpreting a real situation, or rather it may be taken 
by any person.” The performer goes along with every action 
the user takes, copying them exactly (i.e. when the user raises 
their left hand the performer must as well). This creates the 
illusion that what the user is seeing is their own body, and 
tricks the brain into believing it. BeAnotherLabs is using the 
Machine as an “interactive performance installation,” setting 
up a room for the user to explore via the performer, while the 
performer speaks their “thoughts” to the user, telling a kind 
of  story as the performance goes along. The Lab’s primary 
goal with these performances is “to use the ‘Machine’ as a 

Holden Kosály-Meyer | Student Contributor

H tool to help promoting empathy among individuals of  differ-
ent social, cultural and ideological contexts.”

There is very little information about the Machine at this 
time, as it has not yet been released for public use. The idea 
of  the project is interesting and ambitious, and the technol-
ogy it’s based in carries incredible implications and possible 
uses. BeAnotherLab’s upcoming experiment, titled “Gender 
Swap,” will be a series of  “body-swap” performances be-
tween men and women. Societally, there is a common notion 
that there is a “divide” between these two sexes and that it is 
impossible for one to understand the other. Feminism and 
the concept of  gender fluidity have helped to erode these 
concepts, but there are many people who still hold told to 
them. Perhaps being able to spend time in the body of  the 
other sex will help foster further understanding between the 
sexes. In addition, a greater understanding of  gender fluidity, 
dysphoria and the transgender experience could be attained 
through the Machine. 

Aside from “Gender Swap,” a video posted by the collec-
tive shows that swaps have been tried between people of  dif-
ferent races, disabled and able-bodied people and parents and 
their children. An experiment in which a wheelchair-bound 
dancer was the user and an able-bodied dancer was the per-
former allowed the disabled woman to experience dancing 
on two feet. This experiment is interesting in that it has po-
tential applications for assisting in physical therapy, as some 
clips at the end of  their website’s promotional video suggest. 
Race-swapping also has potential for greater understanding 
between groups, as there are studies that suggest giving a 
white person a black body in virtual reality can give them 
perspective and affect their views on race.

The “Gender Swap” performance is scheduled for the 
15th of  March, and in the near future BeAnotherLabs in-
tends to release the source code for the Machine to the pub-
lic, allowing others to make their own. The possibility of  tak-
ing a walk in another person’s shoes may be more real than we 
ever imagined. – H.K.M.

For more info, visit TheMachineToBeAnother.org.
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Red Solo Cup
Caution, if  you don’t like blood or women, best to move along...

Periods are beautiful,
Mine makes me feel blessed,
I know after it comes
I will feel my best.

I use a cup to catch all of  my blood,
and let me tell you – I feel like a stud.
Removing the cup is hard to do,
and remember – you’d better cut your nails too!

When you fi nd the bottom and start to pull,
there is suction, and a slurp sound that comes from your hole!
But I should express: the minute it’s free,
it makes you feel so devastatingly happy!

You pour it out and feel so strong,
because it’s truly extraordinary that we bleed for so long.
When you put the cup back in, do a little dance,
because you won’t have to worry about the back of  your pants!

It’s great to know that my cup helps me stay green,
I don’t have to buy tampons – keeping the earth clean!
To all you snobby people with your noses in the air –
this shouldn’t be a deviant thing to share.

The blood from a period is a joy in itself.
It makes you feel at the best of  your health.
Women make up over half  of  this earth.
Without periods no one would be able to give birth!

Brenna Jean Richart | Student Contributor
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A body of my own

  was having dinner with a good friend, and she was talk-
ing about “consent” and the diffi culty that women have 
setting boundaries. She talked about how many times she 

felt men didn’t ask for consent to kiss her, and how many 
times it was “socially understood” that a man complimenting 
a woman anywhere at anytime should be something that the 
woman felt good about. Or when she had drunk a little bit 
and then realized that someone was trying to take advantage 
of  her condition and, still, didn’t say anything about it – as if  
it was her fault. 

Listening to her, I realized I had also had this thought 
process innumerable times. How many times had I felt that 
men didn’t ask for my consent, or misunderstood my body 
language? How many times had I been bothered in a public 
place by someone approaching me in a sexual or romantic 
way that I found annoying, but I had still smiled and said, 
“Thanks but I am so busy” instead of  “Get the fuck out of  
here”?

Answer: more than I 
would like to recognize. And 
it had always felt natural, as 
if  this was the way life al-
ways has been: men acting, 
women deferring. But when I 
looked below the surface, into 
the small details of  my life, I 
found a block of  ice upon which my independence, my free-
dom as a woman, had foundered.

I was born in a country where, I thought, sexism wasn’t 
a big deal, at least compared to other countries where women 
were barred from school and shoved into marriage. I was free. 
I could choose to get married or not, I could choose my ca-
reer, I could walk the streets alone at night, I could make de-
cisions about my own body and my integrity. On the surface 
everything looked kind of  even between genders, besides the 
fact that women are still kept out of  the power positions in 
politics and big businesses (and that’s a big thing, don’t get me 
wrong). But deep inside, in small details, I started to realize 
how brainwashed and blind I was.

Childhood memories: at home, my father’s opinion al-
ways seemed to be smarter and more important than my 
mother’s. When I was watching TV and a woman spoke, it 
seemed to have less relevance than a man doing the same 
— instead, she was judged about her appearance. When I 
developed myopia as a child and went to the doctor, an old 
white man wearing glasses, I remember being in the doctor’s 
waiting room and looking at the pictures that he had hang-
ing up on the wall: old white men wearing glasses. At the 
end of  the visit, he said, “Don’t worry: smart people wear 
glasses.” He pointed at the pictures on the wall. I thought: 
“Why are they only men? Aren’t women smart? Why aren’t 
there women wearing glasses hanging up on pictures in the 

Diana Gener | Managing Editor

wall? Women don’t wear glasses? Am I the only one? Why are 
women almost naked in magazines rather than hanging up on 
walls with other smart people?” I was very confused.

Then I learned about Susan Sontag, Ingeborg Bachmann, 
Orianna Fallaci, Frida Kahlo, Joni Mitchell, Virginia Woolf  
and so on and I didn’t feel so weird. Smart women were there 
but they weren’t hanging up on the walls as often as men. 
And to be hung up on walls gives you power and recognition. 
Gives you security. I learned about “witches” being burned 
in the middle ages in Spain and in other European coun-
tries. These were women who didn’t want to be submissive 
to men’s supremacy, women who were smart and free. For 
so many years in so many cultures, women have been mis-
treated. I guess even though things are different now in some 
countries, old habits still remain in those small details. Maybe 
just in words, gestures, or tone. It’s subtle, but it’s there.

For so many years I felt too bad to say what I really 
wanted to say. I felt bad saying “No, I don’t wanna do that 

now,” and I still feel bad when 
I hurt someone’s feelings. I 
guess women have learned to 
repress their wishes, to serve 
others and to be compliant. 
Even though we think we are 
born in free countries where 
we can do everything as we 

want, we still have so many small details that prove how far 
we are from being who we really are. 

Now everytime that I say “No,” it feels good. And every 
time I am rude because someone is being intrusive--I feel 
good. I have less guilt. Let me be clear: I am not saying that 
men shouldn’t hook up with women or feel attracted to them. 
I am saying that I, as a woman, have the right to process this 
as I want and react as I want, in a positive or a negative way. 

I came back to my house thinking about all this and I 
found that my roommate had rearranged her room. She put a 
nice desk in the middle of  the room, in front of  the window, 
with a lamp and a chair. She had made an environment in 
which to work and create. 

Seeing that room reminded me of  Virginia Woolf ’s A 
Room of  One’s Own. Woolf  says that “a woman must have 
money and a room of  her own if  she is to write fi ction.” I say: 
not only fi ction. A woman must have her freedom to grow 
and exist. And if  there weren’t pictures of  women hanging up 
on my doctor’s offi ce walls, it is because historically women 
have been deprived of  their own rooms, money, opinions and 
wishes. This has left us in a position of  possessing less power, 
less security, in ourselves. It is time to recover the bound-
aries that we thought we could set between our bodies and 
the world. Say “No” if  you wanna say no. Be rude if  you 
feel someone is bothering you. Don’t feel guilty. Be a woman 
completely. Be a human being. Be who you truly are. – D.G.

I

It is time to recover the boundaries that we 
thought we could set between our bodies and 
the world. Say “no” if you wanna say no. Be 
rude if you feel someone is bothering you. 

Don’t feel guilty. Be a woman completely.
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Androgyny in writing and life
any writers have begun with a confession and so will 
I: when it comes to literature, especially fi ction, I am 
a pure aesthete. A work of  fi ction need not burden 

itself  with an agenda; if  it is honest, it will deliver its truth 
by itself. So I would have never touched Virginia Woolf ’s A 
Room of  One’s Own had I not been previously enamored by her 
luminous prose when I read her fi ctional works. I often heard 
people label Woolf ’s book-length essay as feminist literature, 
and, after reading and re-reading it, I should say that that label 
doesn’t do it justice. A Room of  One’s Own is not just an impor-
tant advocate for equality in the fi eld of  creative writing—it 
is a profound lesson in human nature and the varieties of  fi c-
tion it produces. Add to that Woolf ’s divinely inspired prose, 
and you have a nearly perfect literary work.

Frustrated by her futile effort to fi nd any worthwhile 
book about women and fi ction in the British Museum, 
Woolf ’s narrator stumbles upon something else: the anger 
rising in her as she reads a book called The Mental, Moral, 
and Physical Inferiority of  the Female Sex by a certain Professor 
von X. That is only natural—“[o]ne does not like to be told 
that one is naturally the inferior of  a little man”—but, as she 
imagines how the professor must have looked like as he was 
writing the book, she realizes something else: the professor 
is no less angry than she is. Here Woolf  puts—no, jabs—her 
fi nger on that inexplicable, almost irrational, enmity that lies 
in the relationship between the sexes. Let’s admit it. All of  us, 
to a certain degree, suffer from superiority complex. Woolf  
gives us a reason why: “Life for both sexes… is arduous, dif-
fi cult, a perpetual struggle.” To survive such a life as this one 
calls for self-confi dence—“creatures of  illusion as we are,” 
we need it. And how do we get it? Woolf  has the answer: 

By thinking that other people are inferior to oneself. By 
feeling that one has some innate superiority — it may be 

wealth, or rank, a straight nose, or the portrait of  a grand-
father by Romney – for there is no end to the pathetic devices 
of  the human imagination – over other people.

It is after establishing this concept of  anger and the en-
ergy we spend on it that Woolf  draws out this line of  thought 
and connects it to fi ction writing. Here she introduces the 
concept of  the androgynous mind, an idea she borrows from 
Coleridge’s saying that “a great mind must be androgynous.” 
Woolf  states that a mind that creates must be free from all 
impediments—it must be “incandescent”—and androgyny is 
a way to reach that state. She then defi nes androgyny as “the 
capacity of  a single person of  either sex to embody the full 
range of  human character traits, despite cultural attempts to 
render some exclusively feminine and some exclusively mas-
culine.” A good writer perches from one’s character’s mind 
to another; a good writer understands that the black/white 
binary has no place in human soul—it is all gray in there. And 
it takes precisely a mind that is androgynous, which knows 
well that freedom and truth of  the imagination are not the 
handmaid of  any agenda, to create. Any feeling of  anger or 
resentment, anything written in scorn, prevents a writer from 
reaching this state of  freedom because it creates an enemy for 
itself  and demonizes that enemy—“literature shows the futil-
ity of  what is written in that spirit,” Woolf  asserts.

According to Woolf, if  we insist on laying the blame 
somewhere, “[a]ll who have brought about a state of  sex-
consciousness are to blame.” Woolf  traces the blame back 
to the Suffrage movement (which demanded equal voting 
rights for women) because it “must have roused in men an 
extraordinary desire for self-assertion,” but I think Woolf  is 
contradicting herself. As she has so extraordinarily illumined 
for us, all of  this began in human nature itself  once upon a 
time. – R.P.

Reuven Pinnata | Staff Writer
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How I became a hardcore feminist

y eyes searched the room only to fi nd a sheet of  
black that cloaked me under obscurity. I noticed my 
hands but couldn’t tell their color. I lit the candle. I 

remembered my mother’s strict warning about playing with 
fi re. I blew it out and peacefully found my bed. I wasn’t sure 
what time it was, but I knew it would soon be dinner time. I 
was hungry, but I had to wait a few more minutes, or maybe 
hours; there is a specifi c time when dinner is served. And, un-
less that time comes, dinner will not be served. I lay quietly on 
my bed staring at the ceilings for a few minutes before I dozed 
off  and started to dream. In my dream, I was playing outside 
under the rain. At fi rst it was a slow and light drizzle. Then it 
started to get heavier. Over 
some time, water started 
to pile up in our house. I 
heard my mother scream-
ing at me to come inside, 
but I was enjoying myself  
under the rain. Then the 
rain started to swallow me 
and the house. I saw my 
father, my stepmother, and 
my half  siblings on a boat 
sailing to safety. I looked 
behind me and saw my 
mother with my sister on 
her back begging my father to come back for us, but they 
were all laughing at her and sailing away. My mother loosened 
my sister from her back and also swam her way out. I was left 
all alone with my sister standing on top of  our house roof  
surrounded by the liquid mass of  water. 

Then a loud and abrupt sound jolted me from my slum-
ber. A voice of  a woman and a crying baby took over the 
atmosphere and bumped me up. It was the voice of  my moth-
er and that of  my little sister. The sound was coming from 
my mother’s room. I got up from bed and ran towards my 
mother’s room. I stood by her door and watched my father 
thud and groan while striking her. Her scream was similar to 
that in my dream. I squeezed my eyes shut trying to pretend it 
was all a bad dream. The cursing and the pounding continued, 
while plates and cooking pots fell from every direction making 
a horrible sound. My sister lay on the ground and screamed 
below my father’s and mother’s pushing and pulling feet. I 
saw my stepmother walk in and carry her out of  danger of  
being trampled upon. She ran out with her and screamed for 
help from the neighbors. Neighbors came in, but my father 
had already locked the door without noticing I was inside. I 

Sang W. Mendy | Student Contributor

heard neighbors banging on the door and shouting my father’s 
name telling him to open the door. They tried to break it with 
a heavy metal object. The house was in chaos: the neighbors’ 
ordering voices and banging on the door, my step mother and 
half  siblings’ wailing, and the sound of  a belt slashing on my 
mother’s skinny body. I stood motionless, watching my moth-
er struggle to free herself  from the monstrous grip of  my 
father’s hand on her neck. Her eyes bulged out as if  they were 
about to fall from their sockets. Her tongue was out, and all 
of  her veins were stretched. Her face was red and tears were 
coming from her eyes. She freed herself  and quickly inhaled as 
much air as her lungs could hold. But, before she had a chance 
to exhale, my father had already caught her by the neck again, 
squeezing it with all of  his strength and banging her head on 
the wall. All the while, he was screaming and spitting out awful 

words and cusses at her. He 
clutched her hair and swept 
her with his leg. She landed 
fl atly to the ground with 
her head hitting the hard, 
cement fl oor. She tried to 
cough, but it escaped with 
a “clichy”-sound like that 
of  a rat caught on a trap. I 
ran to her and covered her 
with the whole of  my body 
so my father would hit me 
instead of  her. He tried to 
pull me away, but my grip 

was so strong on my mother’s neck that it almost lifted her 
off  the ground. 

My father fi nally gave up, then walked away and opened 
the door. I heard the neighbors trying to talk to him while 
others came in to check on my mother. They tried to loosen 
my grip on her but I was afraid to let go. I clutched tighter on 
her as if  I was keeping her warm in chilly weather. A voice 
begged me to let go so that they could help her. I pressed my 
head on her chest then realized my whole face was wet. I must 
have been crying. My mother’s friend calmed me, and then 
begged me to go with her to my room. I slowly loosened up 
my grip, stood up, and reached for her hand. She covered me 
with her large body and I felt her warm and empathetic com-
fort. I turned my head and saw the neighbors pouring water 
on my mother’s head and putting garlic on her nostril to rouse 
her. She mewed down deep in her throat then grumbled. It 
was a sound like nothing I had ever heard. She softly cried, 
“I want my daughter.” I could not stop staring at her as she 
drifted in and out of  consciousness. An additional clove of  
garlic was forced on to her nostril that led her to ferociously 
cough, which littered her head with a spattering of  saliva and 

Editor’s note: this essay describes misogyny and violence, and may be trig-
gering for some readers. – C.J.

M

I saw my father, my stepmother, 
and my half siblings on a boat sail-
ing to safety. I looked behind me 
and saw my mother with my sister 
on her back begging my father to 
come back for us, but they were all 
laughing at her and sailing away.
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phlegm on her already wet and engorged face. A face that was 
once the prize catch of  all male eyes was unrecognizable. 

A lady beside her took her head tie and cleaned her face 
up. The neighbors picked her up and laid her on her bed. 
My mother’s friend—who, out of  respect, was often called 
“Yaye”—took me by the shoulder and led me to my room. 
She was a tender, loving, and compassionate lady who empa-
thized with everybody that brought their story to her house. 
Her husband had died a few years before. Since then, men 
came to marry her and she kept turning them down. Men who 
held grudges against her ungraciously and enviously made up 
stories to smear her image. Her brother-in-law had tried multi-
ple times to force her into marrying him, threatening to force 
her to move out of  the house. He accused her of  murdering 
her husband so as to take custody of  his properties. Being 
the strongest woman that 
I’d ever known, she never 
changed her way of  life, nor 
did she ever waver in her 
resistance to unprincipled, 
egocentric men. She was 
my mother’s best friend and 
my father never liked that. 
He had the feeling that she 
would corrupt my mother’s 
mind and make her rebel 
against him. Men feared her, 
because she had the heart of  a lioness that stood strong to 
men’s intimidation. 

My father took pleasure in beating my mother. Sometimes 
he did it to amuse my stepmother, and other times for his own 
amusement. He would often come home drunk, and start to 
beat my mother. If  he had a bad day at his job, he took it out 
on my mum. If  he was angry with my stepmother, he turned 
it on my mother. Whatever my mother did never seemed to 
please my father. He called her all kinds of  names, and mal-
treated her with all kinds of  abuse. He even sometimes denied 
fathering me and my sister, and called her a prostitute.

There was silence all over the house. Not even the voice 
of  my sister was heard. She must have fallen asleep or taken 
to a neighbor’s house. My father must have been in his room 
regretting what he just did, or went out to get drunk as always. 
Yaye laid me on my bed, shhu-shh-ing me whenever I coughed 
or snuffl ed. “I pray your experience will help you love, respect, 
and fi ght for women,” she said, pulling the blanket on me 
and gently pampering me to sleep. My body was racked with 
sobs: I sobbed every second the image of  my mother came to 
my mind, I sobbed at my detestation towards my father and 
every abusive husband, I sobbed for my little sister and every 
girl, and I sobbed for every mother in her abusive husband’s 

house. I sobbed until I could not sob anymore, and it turned 
to a long painful hiccup. Yaye fetched water for me to drink. I 
drank and my hiccups slowed until I dozed off. 

The story of  my mother is like many stories around the 
world. It is not unique. I tell this story in honor of  her and 
in honor of  all women who are veterans of  domestic vio-
lence around the world — especially in many parts of  Africa 
and the Middle East, where life is organized about the central 
cultural view that women should serve men. It is a culture in 
which women are marginalized, in which men are expected 
to dominate, in which it is normal to hit your wife. Please 
watch out for my book The Course From My Mother; but must 
we parade forever and a day for everyone to accept the liber-
ties, privileges and rights of  women? Do we in fact need a day 
to remind us that women must be given their proper places in 

society? Why is everything 
forgotten barely days or 
weeks after all the intrigu-
ing seminars and round 
table functions commemo-
rating International Wom-
en’s Day? If  our comings 
and goings to wipe out 
hostility and perversion 
against women are sincere, 
why do these things still ex-
ist? Why do we stereotype 

our strong-willed women for sticking up against all these half-
truths, defying every archaic conception that our society still 
holds against women? With all the information and education 
available, why are certain wrongs against women still going 
on unreported; why are we painfully desirous of  pushing our 
society back to the Middle Ages? 

I can go on and on. All I want to say is that it is about 
damn time we stand for what we declare and stop acting like 
loose ends. The story of  my mother is still the story of  many 
mothers in my home town. The only way is to empower these 
women: true education. I’ll second Secretary-General Ban Ki-
Moon’s statement:

I welcome the chorus of  voices calling for an end to 
the violence that affects an estimated one in three women 
in her lifetime. I applaud leaders who are helping to enact 
and enforce laws and change mindsets. And I pay tribute 
to all those heroes around the world who help victims to 
heal and to become agents of  change.

– S.M.

The story of my mother is like many 
stories around the world. It is not 
unique. I tell this story in honor 
of her and in honor of all women 

who are veterans of domestic 
violence around the world...
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Gender and transgression: Orange is the New Black

n the fi rst season of  the popular Netfl ix show, Orange is 
the New Black, the viewers meet women from all walks of  
life. They have been scratched, beaten, and scorned, but 

are all the better for it. Protagonist Piper Chapman is based 
on Piper Kerman, who wrote the book on which the series is 
based. It details the 15 months she spent in a women’s federal 
prison after she transported a suitcase of  drug money for 
her then-girlfriend, an international drug-smuggler. But the 
excitement doesn’t stop there! In fact, there is a whole array 
of  colorful characters at the Litchfi eld Federal Penitentiary.

One character turning fan’s heads is a prisoner named 
Sophia Burset. Burset is a transgendered woman who was im-
prisoned after committing credit card fraud to fund her gen-
der reassignment surgery. Throughout the fi rst season, Burset 
deals with many issues that plague transgendered people in 
real life, such as the prison’s decision to lower her estrogen 
dosage so as to save money. When she goes to the doctor to 
protest the less effective drug, the doctor takes her off  the 
medicine entirely. Because Burset has had reassignment sur-
gery, she is allowed to be classifi ed as a woman and is placed 
with her peers. If  she hadn’t had surgery, she would have been 
“generally classifi ed according to [her] birth sex for purposes 
of  prison housing,” even if  she had been living as a woman 
for most of  her life. According to the National Center for 
Lesbian Rights, some prisoners are allowed to continue their 
hormone regime but there is still no “guarantee that they will 
be provided at the appropriate levels and with the necessary 
physical and psy-
chological support 
services.”

Sophia Bur-
set is played by 
Laverne Cox, an 
African American 
woman who iden-
tifi es as transgen-
dered. Cox made 
e n t e r t a i n m e n t 
history in 2008 
when, according to 
her Huffi ngton Post 
profi le, she was 
“the fi rst African-
American trans-
gender woman 
to appear on an 
American reality 
television show.” 
She was a fi nal-
ist on Season 1 of  
I Want to Work on 
Diddy, which lasted 

Katherine Morgan | Staff Writer

I two seasons on VH1. She made entertainment history once 
again as the “the fi rst African-American trans woman to pro-
duce and star in her own television show,” TRANSform Me.

Throughout all of  her remarkable roles, which include 
guest spots on Law & Order: SVU and her work in numerous 
movies, Orange may be her greatest and most diffi cult role 
to date. It’s worth noting that she isn’t playing a sex worker. 
“When folks want to write a trans character, the fi rst thing 
that they think of  is sex work. And part of  the reason is that 
the most visibility, really, that trans folk get is through sex 
work,” Cox remarked in an August 2013 NPR talk. “When 
[this role] came along, I thought, what a wonderful oppor-
tunity to talk about and highlight issues of  trans women in 
prison. Certainly, Sophia has been one of  the most compli-
cated characters I’ve gotten to play as an actress, and I’m re-
ally grateful she’s come into my life.”

Critics and viewers alike have been grateful that Cox and 
the rest of  her friends have come into their lives. Orange has 
been described as feeling “less like a show and more like a life 
event” by Rick Juzwiak, a reporter for the website Gawker, and 
called “without a doubt one of  the year’s best new shows” by 
Allison Willmore, a reporter for Indie Wire. However, the most 
insightful comments about the show have been the ones that 
express what Orange means for equality. Although gender and 
race are two important factors in this show about a woman’s 
prison, the show tends to focus more on how the women in-
teract on a day-to-day basis.  Throughout the season are jokes 

and thought-pro-
voking moments, 
and the way that 
Orange ties it all to-
gether is absolutely 
original and quite 
refreshing. There 
are moments of  
joy and moments 
where sisterhood 
starts to form. It’s 
evident through 
every episode that 
many of  these 
women love each 
other. With every 
character, there 
is a story. These 
women aren’t just 
prisoners; some 
are arguably he-
roes. They’re real 
women, and there’s 
absolutely nothing 
better. – K.M.

The cast of  Orange is the New Black is notable for its diversity in more ways than one. Laverne Cox as 
Sophia Burset is at the back left, holding a comb. Photograph by Jill Greenberg for Netfl ix.
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To Peter Jackson, who needs to learn about women

ear PJ,
Can I call you PJ?
PJ, you’ve been a part of  my life for many years. 

Since I was eleven, in fact, when I sat in Iowa’s smallest movie 
theatre in a down vest twice my size to watch The Fellowship 
of  the Ring. You made my Tolkien obsession cool and my An-
gerthas fl uency enviable. You shepherded me through broken 
homes and high school traumas. I’m not going to admit in 
writing the collective hours of  my life I spent watching The 
Lord of  the Rings, and that was before I took Tolkien Studies. 
That’s where the “PJ” comes from. I thought we could be 
friends. You had a dedicated female fan. 

And then The Desolation of  Smaug happened.
I went to the six-hour idiocy that was the back-to-back 

screening, and stomped the two miles home at three in the 
morning more than upset. You hurt me, PJ. You and Fran 
Walsh and whoever else was in the meeting where the idea 
of  adding a lady-character was fl oated. Because now we have 
Tauriel, The Hobbit’s interpretation of  the “Strong Female 
Character” trope. She runs, she fi ghts, and all of  her actions 
are catalyzed by a need to impress or save or snog men.

Seriously, PJ, I want to get where you’re coming from. 
Zoe Chevat, fi lm critic for feminist nerd blog The Mary Sue, 
wrote soon after the fi lm’s release that “Tauriel’s inclusion 
is a concession to modern taste, and is the correct response 
for a fi lmmaker/screenwriter to have when confronted with 
a female-scarce source.” She quotes Tauriel-actor Evange-
line Lilly, who says that it is “unacceptable these days to send 
young girls into a theater for nine hours of  entertainment 
without a single female on the screen.” (When was it ever?) 
These things make a degree of  sense to me, especially when 
the source material of  your fi lm might not be familiar to your 
audience: a ten-year-old might not, in this benighted age, have 

Caitlin Sussman | Layout & Design

D read The Hobbit, and he or she shouldn’t be taught that the 
world is driven only by the actions of  men. However, Chevat 
is way off  when she defends Tauriel specifi cally as a “correct 
response.” Tauriel is a terrible response, the absolute worst 
option: you shoehorned a clumsy and underdeveloped char-
acter into a plot initially devoid of  gender relations. There 
might not be any women in The Hobbit, and that’s certainly 
not ideal. However, the woman you invented for The Hobbit 
is making it far more sexist than it would have been without 
women at all.

Tauriel is a military commander whose king takes her 
aside for a lecture about who she’s allowed to date. Tauriel is, 
I repeat, a military commander, who abandons her post because 
of  her emotions. She makes an impulsive decision that is at 
odds with her entire race and never once stops to process it. 
(Great opportunity to explore some issues of  nonconforming 
sexuality! But no: it’s man-bits only for our smitten heroine.) 
You might say she’s “independent” and follows her heart; 
I say she’s following a man she’s just met without remotely 
considering the impact or implications of  her decision, leav-
ing a fedora-adorned Legolas to whine for years because 
his female friend wouldn’t bang him. Screenwriter Philippa 
Boyens says that Tauriel’s romance with a dwarf  is required 
to drive the elf-dwarf  animosity in Lord of  the Rings. What 
about subtle, old-fashioned racism? That those characters then 
meaningfully overcome? Like they did in all the books?

Tauriel is an insidious force, playing into of  years of  pro-
gramming that tells little girls that it’s great to go out there 
and kick literal butt as long as they remember that their quest 
for a heterosexual mate is still the most important thing there is. 

Lilly herself  has gone on record multiple times stating 
that the love-triangle aspect of  her character was added in 
reshoots, and an initial caveat of  her taking the role was that 

“But boss, I got the feels real bad.”
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there wouldn’t be romantic confl ict associated with it. It’s not 
like Tauriel isn’t given plenty of  other justifi cation to be in-
volved in the storyline: there’s no reason she couldn’t have 
been solely motivated by a desire to see Smaug destroyed. Or 
compassion, or justice. Or sheer boredom. (And it isn’t as if  
a romance couldn’t have developed naturally over the course 
of  said involvement.) Any of  those would have been accept-
able, even laudable, for a male character in her position. His 
reckless abandonment of  home and family would be seen as 
“striking out into the world,” whereas hers has to be justifi ed 
by the addition of  a love interest that makes no sense within 
the context of  the source material.

You got lazy, PJ. You wanted a woman, and in an almost 
all-male cast the easiest place you could fi nd to attach one 
was at the lips. She is not interesting or new or remotely femi-
nist. And now you’ve got me second-guessing Arwen! Is her 
armed approach of  Aragorn a clumsy attempt to out-penis 
him? Would she even be in the movie if  people had been 
willing to pronounce “Glorfi ndel”? And, oh hell, what about 
Éowyn? Is the inclusion of  her terrible cooking because you 
cannot allow her to succeed both in traditionally masculine 

and feminine roles?
See? This is what happens when you lose the viewer’s 

trust. A perfect character is impossible, but once I’m afraid 
you don’t respect me, your every move becomes subject to 
scrutiny. The pressure mounts. It does not get easier.

Complexity isn’t having an unconventional relation-
ship, unless you’re going to be, you know, complex about it. 
Strength isn’t weapons, PJ, or violence. Gandalf  would know 
that. You should know it too. For that matter, what about the 
take-away that only in masculinity, or at best, androgyny, can 
there be a semblance of  “strength?” 

I know the third fi lm is already shot. I know I’ll go see it 
in theatres. But I also know that when my little sister wants to 
be Tauriel for Halloween, she and I are going to have to have 
a long talk. And I know that someone, anyone, desperately 
needs to have that talk with you. Read Sophia McDougall’s 
fantastic essay “I hate Strong Female Characters.” And drop 
me a line if  you fi lm The Silmarillion. I’ve got some ideas for 
Lúthien I think you should hear.

Yours, confl ictedly.
– C. S.

A

The picture worth $10,000
 photograph supposedly speaks a thousand words. 
However, after the recent controversy surrounding a 
$10,000 offer by Jezebel to Vogue for their untouched 

photos of  Lena Dunham, creator and star of  the HBO show 
Girls, the popular blog will have to offer up a little more than 
a just a roll of  fi lm and a gung-ho apology on their website.

When Vogue announced that Dunham would grace the 
front cover of  their February 2014 issue, the highly fashion-
able magazine was given a standing ovation by Jezebel because 
they believed that Dunham’s body was and still is one of  the 
best portrayals of  the average woman’s form to be broad-
casted on mainstream television. It has been reported that 
Dunham’s character in Girls, an aspiring writer named Han-
nah Horvath, does appear without clothes on more times 
than any other character featured. The issue has been another 
target of  debate, after The Wrap’s Tim Molloy asked Dun-
ham why Hannah was “often naked just at random times for 
no reason.” Molloy went on to state that he understood why 
the characters in Game of  Thrones were often featured naked: 
“They are doing it to be salacious and, you know, titillate peo-
ple.” The comments sent many of  the other speakers on the 
panel (which included executive producers Jenni Konner and 
Judd Apatow) into a rage because they implied that because 
he personally didn’t fi nd Dunham’s body visually appealing, 
he didn’t see why she had to be naked in the show at all.

That thought pattern seemed to occupy the minds of  
Jezebel staff  members after the now-infamous February issue 
of  Vogue hit the newsstands. It was apparent that Dunham’s 
photos, like all of  the photos in Vogue, had been edited. But 
Jezebel wanted to know exactly how much Vogue, which boasts 

Katherine Morgan | Staff Writer
a reported distribution of  1,250,000 issues per month, had 
tweaked the pictures. So Jezebel offered a cool $10,000 for the 
unedited photos of  Dunham from the Vogue photo-shoot.

While Jezebel’s offer received praise from some readers, 
others questioned the true reasoning behind it. Comments on 
the January 16th article, appropriately titled “We’re Offering 
$10,000 for Unretouched Images of  Lena Dunham in Vogue,” 
ranged from the supportive to downright outraged. One user 
named Pillow19 argued that Jezebel “could have continued this 
conversation without the bounty. You could have continued 
this conversation without singling out this one woman in a 
hostile manner.” Pillow19 fi nishes with, “So don’t spout your 
B.S. about the ‘good’ you’re doing. No one is drinking that 
kool-aid.” That comment has been favorited over 200 times. 
Other comments asked point-blank if  Jezebel or their parent 
blog, Gawker, needed to drum up pageviews. 

Two hours after posting their offer, Jezebel received six 
unedited photos from the Dunham shoot. Their analysis of  
the touch-ups, in “Here Are the Unretouched Images From 
Lena Dunham’s Vogue Shoot,” uses GIFs of  the before and 
after photos, with critiques of  the changes. In a picture of  
Dunham leaning against a bathtub containing her costar 
Adam Driver, Jezebel wrote that the changes in Dunham’s im-
age included “Shoulder/back of  neck shaved down, length-
ening the neck; Neckline of  dress pulled up — cleavage al-
tered, armpit covered; line near mouth on face removed,” and 
so on. In another photo of  Dunham, on what appears to be 
a Brooklyn subway station, there are only a few details that 
are changed: her waist had been raised up and one of  her legs 
had been lengthened. Her cover photo had only a few signifi -
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cant changes, including the size and shape of  her head, which 
was made smaller so her brown eyes would appear bigger and 
more doe-like.

Ms. Dunham herself  was less than fl attered. Two min-
utes after Jezebel posted their analysis, she tweeted, “Way cool-
er when people do things out of  pure blind spite than out of  
faux altruism.”

Jezebel got what they wanted, but unleashed a fi restorm in 
the process. Comments on the initial article accuse Jezebel of  
pettiness and “concern trolling,” saying they threw Dunham 
under a bus in a fl ailing attempt to lash out at Vogue. Dunham 
responded to the backlash, stating in an interview with Bill 
Simmons from Grantland that their request made her feel 
“gross.” Jezebel did issue a few purported apologies, including: 

In the end, while Dunham’s images were not drastically 
altered, it’s important to remember how unforgiving the 
media is when it comes to images of  women. Men are 
generally allowed to have pores and wrinkles; women are 
supposed to be ‘perfect’ — a state that does not exist. 

Dunham was less than overwhelmed by this response. 
“Instead of  going like, ‘Hey, we kind of  f****d up. These 
pictures are not that (retouched),” she said, “they were like, 
‘She’s not retouched, but she could have been.’ It was this 
weird, almost like political maneuvering that I just had a lot 
of  trouble respecting.” – K.M.

Jezebel’s GIF alternated between the before (top) and after (bottom) photo-
graphs, with arrows marking the changes. Photos courtesy of  Jezebel.
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“You should smile”

ne day, I was walking to school when I suddenly 
noticed a man walking in my direction about half  
a block away. He was staring directly at me with 

phosphorescent intensity a creepy, perverted grin. I felt my 
stomach jump a little as I glanced around to see if  there was 
someone else he might be ogling. He continued to walk to-
wards me and his stare felt invasive.

As this man got closer, his smirk spread further across 
his face. As he walked past me, he said, “You’re too pretty to 
look mad, you should smile.” He sounded like he was talking 
to some delicious looking food he was about to devour. I 
cringed, said nothing and kept walking.

I briefl y thought about my reaction to that encounter and 
wondered how a simple, non-sexual comment could make 
me feel so repulsed. One might say that this man was just giv-
ing me a compliment, that I am overreacting to the situation.

The unwanted evaluation of  my external appearance 
(“you’re too pretty”) promotes the objectifi cation of  wom-
en, implying that a woman’s value can be measured by how 
“pretty” she is and that men are entitled to subject women 
to such evaluations, whether the woman wants to hear it or 
not. But humans experience an entire spectrum of  emotions. 
If  a person happens to be a woman and considered “pretty,” 
does this mean she is not entitled to ever appear “mad”? Be-
cause a man decides he thinks a woman is “pretty,” she must 
therefore wear a certain facial expression so that she is more 
pleasant for men to look at?

While people obviously also 
have the right to walk down the 
street and talk to people, patri-
archal domination and gender 
inequality surface in a broad 
range of  ways in our everyday 
lives. Street harassment is an 
overlooked problem in our so-
ciety and also a prime example 
of  men feeling entitled to of-
fer their unsolicited opinions to 
women about their appearance 
and demeanor. While crude 
sexual comments and “cat calls” 
are easy to point out as street 
harassment, seemingly innocent 
comments that are subtly coated 
with misogyny are often brushed 
aside as insignifi cant, although 
their effect is profound. The ba-
sic message behind these com-
ments is that women need to be 
unreasonably concerned with 
how “pretty” and feminine they 
look and act when out in public, 

Gabrielle Warner | Student Contributor

since part of  being a woman is the obligation to please the 
men around them. Comments pertaining to a woman’s ap-
pearance and sexuality both perpetuate and reinforce gender 
role messages that society and the media are constantly bom-
barding us with. Disproportionate importance placed on the 
appearance of  women undermines our intellectual abilities 
and value as contributing members of  society. Most of  the 
time, the person who is saying a subtle comment (“you’re too 
pretty”) is not consciously aware of  this, which is evidence of  
how effectively oppressive gender roles have been ingrained 
in our minds on both conscious and subconscious levels.

The way we treat other people is learned behavior from 
the time we are born. Gender roles and stereotypes are no 
exception to this, and are quite relevant regarding how we 
treat people who belong to a certain gender. When I was 4-5 
years old, I was more attracted to toy trains and cars than 
dolls. In kindergarten, when some of  the other girls and I 
got to the toy trains/cars before the boys did, the boys ex-
claimed, “Give us those! Those are for us!” That statement 
shows that even at an extremely young age, the boys felt that 
they were entitled to those toys entirely because of  their gen-
der. Whenever a girl got a mild scrape or cut on the play-
ground in elementary school, we were overly coddled and 
treated like fragile creatures. When a boy got a similar cut or 
scrape, they were told that it was going to be okay and to “be 
a man.” This implies that boys are inherently more capable 

of  handling minor injuries in a 
calm, collected manner and with 
poise while girls will helplessly 
crumble under any sort of  dis-
comfort. As we get older, we are 
exposed to a seemingly endless 
barrage of  sexualized images of  
women in advertising and the 
media. Women are portrayed 
in this sexualized way far more 
often than men are, which im-
poses a certain role on women 
in society. The examples of  how 
we are conditioned in this way 
from the time we are socialized 
and exposed to society are end-
less. This sort of  conditioning 
perpetuates unreasonable gen-
der-based expectations and gen-
der inequality in society.

The situation I experienced 
while walking to school that day 
is, unfortunately, not an abnor-
mal occurrence. There is a vast 
spectrum of  behaviors, inter-
actions and statements which 

O

Graphic by Ripley Oelofse.
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Life Support
Belly-dancing silhouette
diaphanous siren, deadly aurora,
sinister tinkling melody that saps us,
what else is left
but to upcycle junk into culture?
These portents dystopian,
ever more ominous,
silenced by the silver pacifi er
that numbs those suckled
on sex and candy.
To those who suspend disbelief,
I implore – spit it out.

Juliet Hansen | Student Contributor

The sex that sells
dvertising, while primarily a commercial tool for com-
panies to advertise their products, is also a refl ection 
of  current perspectives held by a society. Advertising 

also helps set the status quo in public opinion and perception, 
creating a circular, repetitive cycle of  social views, which are 
refl ected in ads and in turn infl uence the public. A compari-
son between the portrayal of  women in 1930s advertising and 
current advertising illustrates this perfectly, showcasing how 
despite minor changes in the American status quo over time, 
ads still set the agenda for women and their role in society.

The 1930s was the golden age of  print media, and, ironi-
cally, also the era of  the Great Depression. Magazine com-
panies grew despite severe decreases in public consumma-
tion of  products and managed to maintain their readership. 
These publications were something of  an escape tool for the 
masses experiencing the hardships of  the Great Depression, 
and routinely provided information and ads that the public 
wanted as a form of  entertainment. Most of  the media com-
panies were owned by the wealthier brackets of  society, and 
this was a factor in the pushing of  comedy and glossy fanta-
sy-oriented content.

Print media not only served as entertainment, but also 
specifi cally targeted American women and shaped public 
opinion. Clothing ads produced by media conglomerates 

greatly shaped the norm of  what women should wear, such 
as a new dress style which emphasized curves and waistlines. 
The old look of  the high-spirited fl apper evaporated–featur-
ing a long, lean, tubular chemise, the signature look of  the 
fashionable women–while a new look considered to be more 
mature was introduced. For instance, the Sears-Roebuck cata-
logue of  1936 shows six women wearing fancy fl oral dresses 
to advertise the Sheer Summer Frocks campaign for the com-
pany. In this ad, the dresses are long and unrevealing, which 
indicates the ideal women of  the 1930s – polite and sweet. 
The dresses had shallow necklines, hung to the ankles, and 
included accessories such as belts to make their waists appear 
more curvy. Their attitudes were sweet and modest akin to 
mannequins on a display, unlike the current level of  ‘wild’ sex 
appeal conveyed in many modern ads featuring women.

Modern ads from more recent years such as 2013 are 
much more lively and colorful with intensifi ed sex appeal, 
contrasting with the reserved, modest, and obedient woman 
of  the 1930s. Modern models are generally colorful and lively, 
showcase their strong, independent attitudes, and maintain 
the traditional role of  being objectifi ed pieces of  meat. Most 
modern dresses are much shorter and have deeper necklines 
than the dresses in the 1930s and, overall, display more skin. 
In general, these models pose with confi dence and attitude, 
conveying the high self-esteem and independence of  the 
modern woman, free from the clutches of  the pre-suffrage 
era.

But while we may like to think that women’s portrayal 
in the media has changed signifi cantly, the role and effect of  
advertising continues to defi ne the role of  women within the 
subtle constraints of  modern patriarchal oppression. At fi rst, 
one might think that the ads simply refl ect society. But even 
as media reacts to and refl ects what people already believe, 
people’s beliefs are infl uenced by media. Thus, patriarchal 
norms of  femininity are cyclically reinforced.

In conclusion, the differences between the ads of  the 
1930s and of  the present day are based not only on the design 
of  the print media but the economic, political, and social fac-
tors that infl uence how the world sees women. In the 1930s, 
women were impacted by the Great Depression and faced a 
gender employment gap, lack of  higher educational opportu-
nities, and general oppression. Women didn’t have many op-
portunities to support themselves and to be independent and 
advertising during that time period refl ected that. However, 
in the 21st century women have more job opportunities, the 
right to vote, and a little more leeway to express themselves. 
Advertising from the 1930s compared with today’s media dis-
course refl ect this change. Although contemporary ads show 
women as confi dent, women today still face severe inequali-
ties and a strong feminist pushback is still necessary. Ads 
still objectify women, defi ne beauty through absurd photo-
shopped images, and project the concept of  an ideal woman, 
a category which most women do not fi t into. Hopefully we 
will see a consistent shift away from advertising pushing ob-
jectifi cation and standard setting as means of  marketing, but 
only time will tell. Will ads in the future still impose brutal 
standards on women? – L.T.

Lalita Thardomrong | Student Contributor

A

qualify as street harassment. While aggressive vulgar and 
sexual comments are closer to the more severe end of  the 
spectrum, instances that fall towards the subtle end are too 
often overlooked. Most of  the time people do not realize how 
these seemingly harmless comments contribute to patriarchal 
domination and actively put women down. We can strive for 
progress towards equality (whether that equality be with gen-
der, race, etc.) by being aware of  what we say and how we act, 
and whether our actions and statements put down any group 
of  people directly or indirectly. – G.W.
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Untitled, by Tingwei Lee
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Rape culture: a timeline

I am learning about people. “Be kind,” I learn. 
“Share. Listen. Help people if  they ask for it.” There are other 
words too, and hidden meanings: Give of  yourself. Put others fi rst.
     Things for which I am praised: 

generosity, compassion, modesty.
     Things for which I am scolded: 

pride, competitiveness, assertion.
     Oh, I think. I have to be everyone’s friend.

Editor’s note: the following essay describes misogyny and sexual violence, and may be triggering for some readers. – C.J.

To see what is in front of  one’s nose needs a constant struggle. – George Orwell, 1946

A boy I meet in a chat room tells me he wants a 
friend. I know how to do that! I think. We talk. He tells me he 
works for the internet company and he will hack my home 
network unless I text him pictures of  my breasts. Oh, I think, 
so this is how men will be.

I am in trouble. His eyes are lovely and wide with 
fear. Give of  yourself. Put others fi rst. “Don’t worry,” I say. “I’ll 
take care of  it.” He relaxes. We will rarely speak of  it again. I 
lack the language, and he lacks the understanding. I’m strong, 
I think. I’m wrong.

We are all on a sailboat. My boyfriend is rude; I 
go to the deck. Our friends laugh nervously. He follows me. I 
don’t want to fi ght. He is screaming. I apologize for being of-
fended. Our friends are feet away. He splits my lip. We return 
to shore in the morning. No one has mentioned anything. 
When I get home, I see my face is streaked with blood. Fuck, 
I think. That must have been so awkward for them.

I am dating a boy. He is the fi rst. A conversation:
“This hurts.”
“What?”
“Something’s wrong. Stop.”
“I need this.”
“...please don’t.”
“...”
This time is not the last.
Oh, I think. This was never for me.

There is a man standing on my porch. He asks 
if  he can kiss me. My boyfriend is asleep inside. I fi nd the 
question so strange I don’t respond. I have never considered 
whether I have a choice not to kiss someone. Weird, I think. 
Shouldn’t he just go for it? When his fi st ruptures my eardrum a 
year later, I will call it an accident. He fi nally found passion. 
It just  makes sense.

A man is waking me up early and telling me to 
make breakfast. He tells me what to wear and it’s all so seam-
less I don’t ask why. He tells me I’m a “good girl.” His words 
are in the music I like, and in the movies I’ve seen. This is 
dating, I think. This is the most adult way of  doing things. I meet 
his other girlfriends at parties. I wonder if  they know. He tells 
me about his ex-wife, about his loneliness. Help people if  they 
ask for it. He likes that I listen. He wants me to love him. He 
chokes me. I hate it.

I am reading an email from the “Director of  
Safety and Security” discussing the sexual assault that took 
place in the Broadway Performance Hall. “There is no threat 
or concern for the college community at this time.” I laugh. 
Every day I walk home I am concerned. Every time a stranger 
approaches me I am threatened. Oh, I think. They really don’t 
get it. 

I am writing. I wonder if  you will devalue my 
words because I’ve had sex. I wonder if  you will devalue my 
words because I was a victim. I wonder if  I am a victim fi rst 
and a woman second, or if  it is the other way around. I hope 
for me there is a difference.

I wonder what has happened with these people I’ve 
known; what they’ve done. How many women they’ve known 
since me. How many times they repeated the actions that I 
never told them were wrong. How loud would I have needed 
to be to break through to them. How many have suffered in 
the wake of  my silence.

I have been quiet and good and I have been generous 
and compassionate and I have given of  myself. Now is the 
time to be loud and strong and secure and loved and to give 
to myself. But there is a voice in my head. It will always put 
others fi rst. And it wonders how many women I’ve allowed 
to be raped. – C.S.

I am learning how to drink. My friends assign me 
as a prize in a game. Someone wins; she is pinning me against 
a table and her mouth is on me. Don’t make a scene, I think. 
They’re my friends. I can trust them. She spends years after me. 
I run out of  polite ways to say “no.” “Whore,” she calls me. 
Generosity, compassion, modesty. I lose friends.

This man is stronger than I am, pinning me 
down. I can’t breathe with his hand over my mouth. I won’t 
scream again. I am in his home. Could I even press charges 
if  I came here voluntarily? I’ve heard horror stories. Better to 
just wait it out. I am shaking when he fi nishes. He talks a bit 
about comics. He falls asleep with his head in my lap.

He texts me as I’m walking home. “When can I see you 
again?”

Oh, I think, was that a date?
Maybe that’s how dates are.
“I wasn’t into that.” Not “You raped me.” Not “The fuck 

were you doing you sick fuck.”
“Sorry. I’ll get better. Just give me a chance.”
I have to be everyone’s friend.
“OK.”
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Caitlin Sussman | Layout & Design

Age 22:

Age 23:

Age 21:

Age 19:

Age 19:

Age 24:

Age 6:



Central Circuit34 Women’s Forum

Alex Dong | Student Contributor

Room Lights
I am just your average girl who sits on the edge of  bricks around the block,

staring at the lights in each window of  the building in front of  me.
The building is so huge that often makes me feel small.

I would of  see many, many lights that are switched on at night, and I’ll see them got
turned off  after awhile. They are like pity stars, just get tired and stopped spinning.

I would imagine a man, old and grumpy,
after having drunk his 5th bottle of  beer, of  half  of  his whiskey, standing up, 

feeling dizzy and a little bit of  sick, 
walk towards the switch right next to his bed.

He missed it once, twice.
Or maybe it takes him three times to do so and the light fi nally got turned off.

Like a star stopped spinning.
But don’t worry, the moon is still there.

“Busy N
ight In Thailand” by L

alita Thardom
rong
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Transgendered people, especially those of 
color and Male-to-Female persons, experi-
ence violence and hate crimes at rates even 
higher than other sexual minorities. While 
accurate measurements are diffi cult, some 
experts say that the murder rate for trans-
gendered people is as high as 1 in 12, and 
about half attempt suicide at some point in 
their lives.

My genderqueer journey

‘ve struggled with my gender identity since at least high 
school, maybe even a little before. Masculine activities and 
masculinity in general have never appealed to me, while 

more feminine things usually did, and I always preferred the 
company of  women to men. 

At the same time, though, I felt as if  those were things 
I couldn’t fully embrace due to my biology. My school intro-
duced me to the concept of  gender fl uidity, and I adopted the 
identity “genderqueer” early on, but was never fully willing to 
back up that identity with active gender experimentation, at 
least not on a regular basis. I felt that that option wasn’t avail-
able to me; despite living in a very accepting environment, I 
worried that I would be judged or not believed.

Even now, after I’ve fully embraced female pronouns 
and I am making plans towards presenting as female in the 
near future, I still have diffi culty believing myself. “Am I just 
looking for attention? Am I trying to get closer to women? 
Am I just jumping onto a bandwagon? If  I was really trans, 
wouldn’t I have come to that conclusion sooner?” I’ve had 
all of  these thought and more, which basically boil down to 
“I must be faking.” I’m still unwilling to refer to myself  as 
“transgender,” sticking with “genderqueer” for now. I even 
have trouble typing the word “trans” with regards to myself  
in this very editorial. 

One of  the biggest recurring doubts I have is, “Am I be-
ing too stereotypical?” So far, I haven’t dressed or acted much 
different from how I always have, but in my private life and 
future plans, I’ve recognized some thoughts and feelings that 
feel very stereotypically feminine, and I wonder how much 
of  it is just a more self-confi dent version of  me doing things 
I’ve always wanted to and how much of  it is my gender bias 
showing how I think women “are.”

The biggest anxiety I have, though, is just how much 
danger I would be putting myself  into. With the exception 
of  applying a bit of  nail polish or mascara occasionally, I’m 
still very uncomfortable wearing feminine clothes in public. 
Having lived up until now with the privileges of  a white cis-
gender straight male—and therefore enjoying a level of  social 
invisibility—I need to be aware of  just how much of  that I 
will be giving up and how much more open I will become to 
abuse and violence. This is where my convictions and com-
mitment toward being female would be tested. Am I willing 
to risk death or abuse for this? Sometimes I feel like I am, and 
I other times I feel like I really am not.

In the end, I have no idea of  who or what I am. I’ve 
only just started truly opening myself  to the possibilities of  
exploring the gender continuum. What I do know is that I 
wasn’t happy with what I had been and I already feel bet-
ter about myself  having started to distance myself  from it. 
Where I’ll be a year from now I don’t know, but I know I’ll be 
richer for having explored my options. – A.

Anonymous | Student Contributer

My pronoun: it

  am an “it.” Rather particularly not a “they,” as I’m not 
plural. For a long time I was comfortable being a girl, and 
used the relevant pronouns until nineteen months ago. I 

was in an abusive relationship and was treated like an object. 
I felt dehumanized. Trying to reclaim my humanity in the 
aftermath seemed an impossible task, so I decided to claim 
inhumanity as something desirable. It started small, with me 
asking a few close friends to call me “it.” I wanted to hear 
people who I knew valued me referring to me the same way 
my abuser had, so that I could come to see it as a term of  af-
fection or respect. So that I could view myself  as worthy of  
affection or respect. In time, it worked. I’m proud of  what I 
am, now. I’m proud to be me again.

Using “it” as my pronoun has given me a fair amount of  
trouble. There’s no longer a convenient bubble to fi ll out on 
forms. A rather large number of  people refuse to respect my 
gender identity, because they have issues of  their own around 
it or because they’ve decided for me that it’s dehumanizing. It 
always struck me as ironic that they were stripping away my 
right to empowerment in their eagerness to respect me. I’ve 
even been told by organizations I tried to work with that they 
couldn’t respect my pronouns, because of  the emotional is-
sues it would cause for others. Ultimately, I cut out the people 
who wouldn’t respect my gender.

I’m happy with my new identity. In being a girl, I chafed 
against gender roles and stereotypes. I worried about how I 
was perceived, and was constantly comparing my body to how 
it “should” be. Being an “it” freed me from that. I take what 
characteristics I like from both male and female gender roles, 
and I don’t worry if  my voice is too low or my build too mus-
cular for a typical girl. I no longer worry about my orientation 
or other people’s orientations, I just worry about who I’m 
attracted to and whether they like me too. I can proudly say 
I’ve drawn people of  most every orientation. I’m proud of  
my ambiguity, of  not fi tting neatly into society’s little boxes. I 
feel more attractive, more empowered, and more confi dent in 
myself  as an “it” than I have in all the rest of  my life. – S.A.

Stephanie Austin | Student Contributer

Editor’s note: this essay is highly personal. Neither the author’s pronoun 
choice nor its history of  abuse should be generalized to other non-gender-
conforming people. – C.J.

I
I
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Otoño
A veces quisiera uno

ser una hoja de otoño,
deslizarse con el viento,

suave,
ligera,

para morir.

Sí, un ser humano
puede sentir la hoja

en sus pies
naranja oscura.

El otoño es precioso.
Aunque el mundo esté feo,

el otoño siempre será hermoso.
Es la estación

donde uno percibe
que el fi n está cerca
y que será agradable.

Diana Gener | Managing Editor
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Women who are changing the game
Maggie Tsai | Arts & Entertainment Editor

What makes all these women special? They were from different backgrounds, different ethnicities, and pursuing differ-
ent fi elds. But as you can see from their stories, they all share some similar traits. First, they all have the courage to disregard 
what society might think and dare to follow their passions. Second, they all have undergone setbacks, but none of  them gave 
up; they only grew stronger. Last, but not least: they are all very determined and persistent, and they are willing to dedicate 
their full efforts to what they believe in. They were once all just young girls who had dreams like you and me. If  they can, we 
can. Be the woman you want to be; change the game and change the world! – M.T.

Activism: Malala Yousafzai
This sixteen-year-old girl was named as one of  “The 100 

Most Infl uential People In The World” by Time magazine in 
April, following her runner-up status as “Person of  the Year” 
in 2012. She has been greeted by some of  world’s most im-
portant fi gures, from President Obama to Queen Elizabeth 
of  England, and last year was a close runner-up for the Nobel 
Peace Prize. 

Malala started fi ghting for education rights at the age of  
eleven, by posting on a BBC blog after the Taliban shut down 
her school and banned education for women. Her opinions 
were echoed by many people and gained attention from the 
media. After she was awarded the National Peace Award for 
Youth by the Prime Minister of  Pakistan in 2011, her fame 
made her a public political fi gure and a target for the Taliban. 
A bullet tore through her head in October 9th 2012, when a 
Taliban assassin climbed up to her school bus and attempted 
to kill her. Miraculously, she survived. The assassin did not 
frighten her but only strengthened her conviction to fi ght for 
the education of  600 million adolescent girls in the develop-
ing world. She founded the The Malala Fund and her bravery 
earned her recognition and honor throughout the world. In 
an interview with CNN, Malala said she wants to become 
Prime Minister of  Pakistan one day to save her country and 
give more girls a chance.   

“I think of it often and imagine the scene 
clearly. Even if they come to kill me, I will tell 
them what they are trying to do is wrong, that 

education is our basic right.”

Civil Rights: Kathleen Wynne, Premier of Ontario
Kathleen Wynne is the fi rst female Premier of  Ontario 

and also the fi rst openly gay premier in Canada. Wynne was 
once married and had three children. Despite pressure from 
her family, Wynne came out as a lesbian at age 37. She ma-
jored in Adult Education for her Master’s degree and ran for 
public school trustee of  Ontario in 2000. She was called an 
“extremist lesbian” by some conservatives and has encoun-
tered many diffi culties during her campaigns because of  her 
sexual orientation. In 2006, she was appointed Minister of  
Education of  Ontario. According to the Toronto Star, she 
has passed a policy increasing the purchase of  class materi-
als to help students understand Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and 
Transgender social issues. According to PinkNews, Ontario 
has been a pioneer of  equality, becoming the “fi rst province 
that permits transgender people to change their gender sec-
tion of  their birth certifi cate without surgery in December 
2012.” Wynne expresses faith in her citizens and believes that 
Ontario will pioneer the embracing of  differences. She said, 
“I do not believe that the people of  Ontario judge their lead-
ers on the basis of  race, sexual orientation, color or religion. I 
don’t believe they hold that prejudice in their hearts.” 

“In every election homophobia has been part 
of the landscape and in every campaign I’ve 
been able to become connected enough to 
my constituents that they know who I am and 

that I can be elected on my merits.”
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Religion: Dharma Master Cheng Yen
Dharma master Cheng Yen has been called the “Mother 

Teresa of  Asia,” and was named one of  the world’s 100 most 
infl uential people in 2011 by Time magazine. She grew from a 
small-town girl in Taiwan to the head of  a multi-billion dollar 
charity organization, the Tzu Chi Foundation, with divisions 
in 50 countries around the world and over 10 million mem-
bers and volunteers. Dharma master Cheng Yen began her 
religious pursuits at age 23 when she started to question the 
meaning of  life after her father died of  a sudden illness. She 
turned to Buddhism. When she fi rst founded Tzu Chi at 29, 
Cheng Yen and her monastic disciples lived self-sustainably 
while teaching Buddhism and supporting their local com-
munity. Her wise words attracted more and more people to 
become members and make donations. She used these dona-
tions to build hospitals, schools, recycling stations, a televi-
sion network, and an organ transfer center. Cheng Yen wants 
to put Buddhism into practice, not just in Taiwan, not just in 
Asia, but in the entire world. She has created a global network 
of  volunteers which Time magazine praised as “known for 
the astonishing speed and effi ciency with which it brings aid 
to victims of  natural disasters…countless people have drawn 
succor from Tzu Chi’s benefi cence.”

“The journey of a thousand miles begins with 
one fi rst step. Even the saint was once an 

ordinary human being.”

Politics: Dilma Rousseff, President of Brazil
Forbes magazine named Dilma Rousseff  the second most 

powerful women in the world. She was inaugurated on Janu-
ary 2011 and was the fi rst woman to take the presidency in 
Brazil. Rousseff  found her interest in her country’s political 
situation in high school, and joined many socialist organiza-
tions in the 70s to advocate for the Marxist political party. She 
was involved in  militant activities and later imprisoned for 
three years on charges of  subversion, but torture and illness 
in prison did not stop her from pursuing her political career. 

Rousseff  started as an adviser for the Democratic La-
bor Party and soon gained success as Municipal Secretary of  
Treasury, and later as Secretary of  Energy. Her protection-
ist policy of  requiring Brazil’s ship-manufacturing industry 
to employ a minimum number of  domestic workers and do-
mestic materials (as opposed to foreign workers and imports) 
was criticized at fi rst. However, Rousseff ’s persistence has 
secured for Brazil the sixth largest ship industry in the world. 
She is radical, determined, and dares to insist on her vision. 
Brazil is hosting the World Cup this year and the Olympics 
in 2016. Rousseff  has shown her infl uence and successfully 
placed Brazil in the spotlight of  the world. 

“I hope the fathers and mothers of little girls 
will look at them and say: yes, women can.”

Photograph courtesy of tzuchi.org
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Advice
Gurrrrl, never arm wrassle with a man.
His ego will bruise
even if  you lose
the moment you grasp his hand.

Juliet Hansen | Student Contributor

Are we screaming into a void?
Donʼt let us be an echo chamber.

your criticism
your thoughts

your vitriol
your judicious feedback

your etchings of teddy bears

SUBMIT
editorinchief@seattlecentralcircuit.com

studentsubmissions@seattlecentralcircuit.com




