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Staff Bios
Meet the writing and layout team for this year’s Central Circuit

Jared is working on transferring to the 
University of  Washington and this is his 
last year at SCCC. Just an average guy to the 
untrained eye, he spends what little free time 
he has on the pursuit of  happiness. 

Jared Winninghoff | Copy Editor

A graduate of  the Evergreen State College, 
Casey studies psychology at SCCC and 
heterodox economics in his free time. His 
heroes are Albert Camus, George Orwell, 
and Margaret Atwood.

Casey Jaywork | Editor-in-Chief

Amber is currently earning her AA and 
will be going on to a BA in Social Services 
in 2014. She is secretly a unicorn with an 
enthusiasm for cartoons, her drug of  choice 
is a quad dirty chai, and she carries at least 
one notebook with her at all times.

Amber Lyons | Campus News & Opinion

Maggie is from Taiwan and majoring in 
Communications. She loves music, movies, 
food, fashion, and travel. She looks up to 
fearless women who dared to dream and 
influenced the world, like Diane Sawyer, 
Oprah Winfrey, and Madonna. She is a 
happy workaholic and enjoying the fast pace 

of  working in media. Her creed: “Think good, work smart, look 
amazing, and believe in the best!”

Maggie Tsai | Managing Editor

Gabrielle is working on her general credits 
at SCCC. She enjoys camping trips, hiking, 
baking, drinking americanos, and playing 
video games in her spare time. 

G Warner | Art & Photo Editor

Diana graduated in Journalism and currently 
she is studying programming and web 
development at SCCC. She loves writing, 
acting, playing saxophone and practicing 
outdoor sports. Favorite movies: The 
Godfather and Pulp Fiction. Favorite book: The 
Castle by Franz Kafka. Favorite drink: coffee. 

Hero: Martin Luther King, Jr.

Diana Gener | Arts & Entertainment 

Katherine is currently working towards 
her AA and will be heading to a four-year 
college in 2015 in order to receive her BA 
in English Lit and Language. She enjoys 
writing, using various social media sites, 
telling punny stories, obsessing over cats and 
harbor seals and listening to Green Day and 

Twenty One Pilots. 

Katherine Morgan | Staff Writer

Brenna is working on general credits as 
SCCC, while being a Mama to a six year old 
diabetic boy. She enjoys cooking and baking 
for anyone who does the dishes, drinking 
tea out of  chipped mugs, hanging with her 
Shepard and scrapbooking. Dolly Parton and 
Joan Jett are her favorite inspirations. She 

hopes one day to see her story in bookstores everywhere. 

Brenna Richart |  Staff Writer

Caitlin was a Performing Arts major and has 
a 2-year conservatory certificate that she will 
probably use to transfer somewhere at some 
point. A recent transplant from San Diego, 
she spends her free time watching ravens 
and making heartfelt and unintentionally 
creepy-looking greeting cards.

Caitlin Sussman | Graphic Designer

As the Web Editor, Lin is aiming to make 
seattlecentralcircuit.com mobile, responsive and 
attractive for end readers.  Besides being a 
tech ninja, Lin likes to watch sci-fi, listen to 
house music and dance all night long.

Lin Na | Web Designer

Holden really likes languages and is 
disappointed that there are languages she 
does not know. She’s a volunteer at Jet City 
Improv and hopes to be an improviser there 
someday. Comic books are fun too.

Holden Kosaly-Meyer | Staff Writer
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A Letter From the Editor
    The Central Circuit exists to empower students and the SCCC community as 
democratic citizens, by providing relevant news and creating a forum for campus 
expression and discussion. In other words, we are biased: we exist for the people of 
Seattle Central.
    This bias toward promoting the welfare and and agency of Seattle Centrists 
influences our reporting, in the same way that The Economist and The Wall Street 
Journal are influenced by existing through and for business professionals. We are 
not objective because objectivity is not a real thing: the very concept of what counts 
as “newsworthy” is evaluative. We are, however, honest, in the sense that we are 
storytellers who are constrained by the facts. Our criterion for what to include in our 
publication is, “Does it empower students and others as self-determining citizens?” 

Our criterion for what to exclude is, “Is it inaccurate? Did it not actually happen?” To read our news articles with 
hyperlinks to our sources, check out our website at SeattleCentralCircuit.com.
    This is our first issue for the 2013-14 school year, and there’s no shortage of democratically-relevant goings-
on. Our cover story introduces Kshama Sawant, an SCCC economics professor who is running for city council 
as (gasp!) a socialist. We also feature a report by Diana Gener on SCCC student Carlos Hernandez, who was 
allegedly illegally fired from Subway for his labor-organizing activities.
    Amber Lyons tells of the fate of SCCC’s Egyptian Theater and explains how to be poor, Maggie Tsai tells us 
how Bill Gates is doing, Lin Na describes SCCC’s fashion scene, Katherine Morgan reports on Angela Davis’ 
speech at Seattle University, Jared Winninghoff relates the month’s crimes, and I expound on Obamacare and 
the importance of being electoral. In student submissions, we have an editorial by Catherine Lumadede on 
the Kenyan response to the al-Shabaab mall attack and a review of  Balagan Theatre’s Les Misérables by 
Reuven Pinnata. Finally, Caitlin Sussman wallows in the madness of The Room and fantasy football, and Holden 
Kosaly-Meyer reminds us that Winnie-the-Pooh is brilliant.

- Casey Jaywork, Editor-in-Chief

Central Circuit is brought to you by
Casey Jaywork | EDITOR-IN-CHIEF | editorinchief@seattlecentralcircuit.com
Maggie Tsai | MANAGING EDITOR | managingeditor@seattlecentralcircuit.com
Jared Winninghoff  | COPY EDITOR | copyeditor@seattlecentralcircuit.com
Amber Lyons | CAMPUS NEWS & OPINION EDITOR | campusnewseditor@seattlecentralcircuit.com
Diana Gener | ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR | aandeeditor@seattlecentralcircuit.com
G Warner | ART & PHOTO EDITOR | photoeditor@seattlecentralcircuit.com
Katherine Morgan | STAFF WRITER | staffwriter_kmorgan@seattlecentralcircuit.com
Brenna Richart | STAFF WRITER | staffwriter_brichart@seattlecentralcircuit.com
Holden Kosaly-Meyer | STAFF WRITER | staffwriter_hkosaly-meyer@seattlecentralcircuit.com
Lin Na | WEB DESIGN | webeditor@seattlecentralcircuit.com
Caitlin Sussman | GRAPHIC DESIGN | graphicdesigner@seattlecentralcircuit.com

The Central Circuit is the independent student magazine of  Seattle Central Community College.

© Seattle Central Circuit 2013/2014

The

In the future, this space will be reserved for any issue corrections we are called upon to print. It is a small space. We 
are optimistic.
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Crime Time
Arming ourselves with awareness

The ‘High Five’ Bandit Foiled
Friday, September 27th  at 1:30am, a man was walking home with 
a laptop tucked to his chest on E Madison and 12th Avenue. He 
heard someone calling him from behind. When the unidentified 
man approached the potential victim, the suspect asked for a high 
five. Taking advantage of  the victim’s momentary confusion, the 
suspect made a sudden grab for the laptop. The two men scuffled, 
and the victim took many hits to protect his laptop. Eventually the 
suspect fled the scene.
Armed Robbery at Cal Anderson
Wednesday, October 2nd two men at Cal Anderson Park robbed 
a man at gunpoint. Unfortunately, the victim was carrying his rent 
payment that night and the robbers stole almost two hundred dol-
lars. The victim walked to the East Precinct 12th to report the rob-
bery. Twenty minutes later the search for the suspects was declared 
unsuccessful, and they were assumed to have escaped.
Murder at Burke-Gilman Trail
Friday, October 4th Jowanna Gooden, a 26-year-old woman, was 

By the Numbers
Percent of  US public with a positive view of  the Republican party (early Oct.): 24%

Number of  times the Republican party has been less popular in the history of  this poll: 0
Percent of  US voters who believe that Pres. Obama is the anti-Christ: 13%

Cost to US economy of  Oct. 1-17th federal shutdown: $24 billion
Supply budget for the Central Circuit (CC) for 2011-12 school year: $17,700

CC advisor wages budget: $13,000
CC student-staff  wages budget: $25,325

Total CC budget: $56,025
Student Leadership (which includes CC) budget: $1,268,520

Percentage of  Student Leadership budget funded by students via S&A fees: 100%
Salary of  SCCC president Paul Killpatrick (2011): $180,000

Average salary of  Seattle Colleges faculty: $27,922
Median salary of  Seattle Colleges faculty: $19,290

Percentage of  US population incarcerated (as of  2008): 1%
Number of  countries which exceed this rate of  incarceration: 0

Percentage of  working-age US men incarcerated (2008): about 2%
Rate of  incarceration for adult white men: 0.94%
Rate of  incarceration for adult black men: 6.66%

Rate of  incarceration for black men ages 20-34: 11.11%
Annual cost of  incarcerating one non-violent inmate: about $25,000

Annual tuition for one full-time student at SCCC: about $4,000
Percentage by which prison education reduces an inmate’s likelihood of  re-incarceration: 46%

Likelihood that a given SCCC student is white: 48%
Likelihood that a given SCCC student is black: 19%

Ratio of  white to black SCCC students: 5:2
Likelihood that a given UW Seattle student is white: 51%
Likelihood that a given UW Seattle student is black: 3%

Ratio of  white-to-black students at UW Seattle: 17:1
Factor by which UW Seattle’s white-to-black student ratio exceeds SCCC’s: 6.4

Chance that a newly-enrolled white student is attending one of  the top 468 US colleges: 82%
Chance that a newly-enrolled black student is attending a two-year school: 68%

Black unemployment, as a percentage of  white unemployment (nationwide): 200%
Average white family income, as a percentage of  average black family income (nationwide): 600%

found shot and killed by a gunshot wound to the head on the 
Burke-Gilman Trail. An eyewitness was the first to find Gooden 
and called 911. The Seattle Police Department investigation is 
ongoing.
Whiplash
Tuesday, October 8th a bizarre assault occurred at Harvard Ave 
and E Pike Street. Officers arrived at the scene where a group of  
intoxicated men and women were arguing. When the police made 
their presence known many of  the group fled. A victim with a 
bloody slash to his mouth described an attack, which had just 
occurred, to the officers. He said a man attacked him with a whip 
after an argument between them escalated. Police did not find the 
suspect and are currently searching.
First Hill Apartment Gunshot Victim
Tuesday October 8th Seattle Police found a man shot in the shoul-
der at 800 Jefferson. The man was taken to Harborview Hospital 
for treatment. Unfortunately, even with additional police officers 
requested to aid in searching, the suspect got away.

Jared Winninghoff | Copy Editor

Casey Jaywork | Editor-in-Chief

Sources for these, and all our stories, are available at SeattleCentralCircuit.com
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Global Focus

Latin America

Europe

    In July, union strikes for better pay in 
Brazilian cities became violent.  More than 
10,000 protesters demonstrating in Rio de 
Janeiro and Sao Paulo clashed with police. 
Some protesters vandalized buildings and 
set fire to barricades while police used tear 
gas and rubber bullets. 
These same cities will 
host the 2014 World 
Cup and 2016 Olympic 
Games.
    Francisco Rafael 
Arellano Felix, drug 
lord in a Tijuana cartel 
of  waning influence, 
was killed Oct. 19th by 
gunmen dressed as 
clowns at a children’s 
party. 
    14 Caribbean na-
tions sought compen-
sation and reparations 
from their former 
colonial masters–which 
include Britain, France, 
and the Netherlands–for 

    Two boats carrying African immi-
grants sank in the Mediterranean. An 
Italy-bound boat carrying African migrants, 
mostly Eitrean and Somali, sank off the 
coast of Lampedusa, Italy, on Oct. 3rd, kill-
ing hundreds. Just few days later, on Octo-
ber 10th, another smuggler’s boat capsized 
in the Mediterranean and left 27 migrants 
dead. Thousands of illegal immigrants risk 
their lives to cross Mediterranean each year. 
“We cannot allow the Mediterranean to be-
come a cemetery,” said Maltan prime min-
ister Joseph Muscat. The European Home 
Affairs Commissioner called on other Eu-
rope Union members to coordinate a better 
policy to deal with the influx of African 
migrants and to create measures to decrease 
the death toll. Detained survivors of  the 
Lampedusa wreck were later excluded from 
the victims’ memorial service
    An investigation into former French 
President Nicolas Sarkozy was dropped 
as of October 7th. Sarkozy was alleged to 
have pressured the “mentally frail” heir-
ess of the L’Oreal cosmetics company to 
donate to his political campaigns in early 
October. Sarkozy, a center-right politician, 
lost his office to socialist Francois Hollande 
last year. 

Africa
    The Nairobi, Kenya attack at Westgate 
Shopping Mall on the 21st of September 
left at least 68 dead and almost 200 hundred 
injured. The Somali-based Islamic militant 
group al-Shabab tweeted that the attack was 
in retaliation for Kenya’s military involve-
ment in Somalia. Kenyan President Ke-
nyatta said that Kenyan troops will remain 
in Somalia despite the attack.  
    Ghana’s sovereign credit rating was 
reduced to B by the Fitch Ratings. In part 
because of rising public worker wages and 
falling revenues from gold, the country is 
expected to be unable to meet its budget 
goals. Concerned about the effect of its fi-
nancial credibility on trade, the government 
is taking measures such as cutting subsidies 
for utilities and fuel, introducing new taxes, 
and selling more bonds to lock in lower 
borrowing costs.
    According to CNN, a new report by 
the risk analysis firm Maplecroft ranks 
11 out of 197 countries–Eritrea, Somalia, 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
Myanmar, Sudan, Afghanistan, Pakistan, 
Zimbabwe, Yemen, Burundi, and Nige-
ria–as the worst places for child laborers. 
These countries have high levels of poverty, 
causing children to be put to work in 
dangerous situations. The report also puts 
some economically thriving countries–like 
China, India, Russia, and Brazil–high on 
their index.

Middle-East
    President Obama saluted 16-year-old 

Pakistani girl Malala 
Yousafzai, who nearly 
died after being shot in 
the head by the Tali-
ban last year when she 
advocated for women’s 
education. She has since 
become an interna-
tional celebrity. After 
she “brought down the 

house” on Jon Stew-
art’s The Daily Show, 
Yousafzai met with 
President Obama in 
the Oval Office. She 
warned him that the 
use of drone bomb-
ers (which by some 
estimates kill about 50 

    On Oct. 19th, an Italian court ruled that 
the notoriously corrupt former Prime 
Minister Silvio Berlusconi, who has been 
convicted of tax fraud, cannot hold public 
office for two years. Berlusconi, who is 
currently fighting charges that he paid for 
sex with a minor, was already sentenced to 
four years in prison, though this was quickly 
commuted to a year of either house arrest 
or community service. The ban could be 
extended to as much as six years depend-
ing on an upcoming vote by the Italian 
parliament, in which Berlusconi is currently 
a senator.

Maggie Tsai | Managing Editor

the long-lasting damages they suffered from 
colonial slavery. While some companies that 
benefitted from the slave trade economical-
ly have already apologized, according to the 
New York Times, “the issue of  apologies 
— let alone reparations — for the actions 
of  long-dead leaders and generals remains a 
touchy one all over the globe.”      

Asia-Pacific
    When President Obama was forced by 
domestic politics to cancel a trip to several 
Asian countries in mid-October, Chinese 
president Xi Jinpin used his absence as an 
opportunity to promote Chinese interests 
in the region. As the leader of the second-
largest economy in the world, Jinpin led 
the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation 
(APEC) summit in Indonesia. APEC’s 
21 member countries constitute half of the 
world’s production and nearly half of its 
trade. In a press release, the organization 
declared its membership to be the “Engine 
of Global Growth.” At the same time, the 
European Central Bank and the People’s 
Bank of China agreed to a currency swap 
equalling more than $50 billion US in order 
to facilitate trade between the regions. 
    The fast and furious F1 Grand Prix 
Season in Japan gathered top Formula-1 
Racers from all over the world on October 
13th. The results: Sebastian Vettel and Mark 
Webber with Red Bull Racing took first 
and second place, and Lotus-Renault with 
Mercedes took third.

Paths followed by migrants leaving Africa across the Mediterranean.

Im
age courtesy of BBC

.co.uk
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civilians for every target they hit, and which 
Amnesty International recently suggested 
may constitute a war crime) in Pakistan is 
“fueling terrorism.” She later met with Brit-
ish dignitaries at Buckingham Palace, where 
Prince Phillip’s wit reduced her to giggles. 
Yousafzai told CNN earlier this year that 
she hopes to someday become Prime Min-
ister of Pakistan.
    After ridding the world of 80% of its 
chemical weapon stockpiles, and follow-
ing its current deployment in war-torn 
Syria, the watchdog Organisation for the 
Prohibition of Chemical Weapons won 
the Nobel Peace Prize. Julianne Borger 
of The Guardian described the selection of 
the “low profile” organization as “a gesture 

of support for what will be the 
most dangerous mission in the 
agency’s history – dismantling 
some of the world’s most lethal 
non-nuclear weapons, while 
wearing full body armour and 
trying to avoid being shot in 
the middle of a war zone.” The 
OPCW and its staff were hon-
ored as quiet heroes who make 
the world a safer place.
    The U.S. suspended part of 
$1.3 billion in aid for Egypt 
after months of political turmoil 

in Egypt sparked by the July 
3rd military coup (which 
the US has refused to call a 
“coup”, for legal reasons) 
against former president and 
Muslim Brotherhood leader 
Mohammad Morsi. The U.S. 
state department launched an 

examination of its aid to Egypt 
in August after a military crackdown that 
caused hundreds of deaths, and decided 
to cease the delivery of large-scale military 
aid and withhold financial support. U.S. 
Secretary of State John Kerry stressed the 
decision was not “a withdrawal from our 
relationship”. 
    Being a cartoonist in the Middle East 
is a thriving but dangerous career. The 
region’s political situation has created many 
situations ripe for caricature: in the words 
of a CNN reporter, the region has seen “a 
renaissance of political satire.” Cartooning 
has became a popular way to poke fun at 
tyrannical leaders, who can cause indeli-
cate cartoonists to be arrested, tortured, 
exiled, or even killed. The Iranian cartoonist 

US & Canada
    An unusual silence fell on Washing-
ton D.C. on October 1st due to the U.S. 
government shutdown. The 17-day partial 
shutdown saw 800,000 federal employees 
suspended without pay (though it now ap-
pears that they will receive back-pay) and 
closed public services such as national parks 
and monuments. The stalemate, caused 
partly by an inter-party dispute over the Af-
fordable Care Act, AKA “Obamacare,” and 
partly by divisions within the Republican 
party, harmed the most vulnerable citizens 
in the nation. It disrupted welfare programs, 
veterans affairs, Head Start, and panda 
voyeurs.
    The congressional impasse also came 
within hours of triggering a default on US 
loans, which would have caused serious 
damage to the domestic and international 
economy. The Oct. 17 agreement to re-
open the government extended the govern-
ment’s unlimited borrowing ability until 
February 7th, meaning that the debt-ceil-
ing crisis will likely repeat in three months’ 
time. The US owes about $17 trillion, 
mostly to foreign creditors including China 
and Japan and to itself (for instance, in the 
form of Social Security). 
    In Canada, writer Alice Munro won 
the 2013 Nobel Prize for Literature. The 
author, 82, is known for her popular short 
stories. While her glory was celebrated 
nationwide, a protest over gas exploration 
in New Brunswick, Canada turned violent, 
resulting in 40 arrests.

Nikahang Kowsar is working on an online 
publishing platform to allow endangered 
cartoonists to publish anonymously.

Kowsar’s work makes frequent reference to limits on expression.

Im
age courtesy of C
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Welcome New and Old 
Seattle Central students!

Besides home or work, many of  us spend most of  our time on campus. The school offers tons of  programs for academic 
success (the Student Services Program, Counseling, and advisors), but it also offers places to relax, eat, and do other stuff.

The BUZZ
Hours: 7:30am-8pm Mon-Thurs and 7:30am-2:30pm Fri
This is our little café, featuring a Hemingway quote as 
decoration. You can get pastries and other noms made 
by the Culinary Program in the pastry case from 10am-
3:30pm Tuesday-Friday. As an added bonus, the loaves 
of  rustic artisan breads that are available in the after-
noon are vegan.

One World 
Hours: Tues-Fri 11:15am-12:45pm
Our first-class, white-table-cloth, fancy-dining restau-
rant run by the Culinary Program.  It is located straight 
through the cafeteria and while it isn’t open for very 
long or all year round, it is a great place for a nicer 
lunch that doesn’t cost very much. Square One Bistro  

Hours: Tues-Fri 11:15am-12:45pm
The Bistro is for a fast lunch that isn’t full of  grease. It 
is run by the Culinary Program. They use a wood-fired 
oven to cook pizza, pastas and some local seafood. The 
prices are a little higher than those of  the cafeteria, but 
it is worth the few-dollar difference.

MAC
It’s a good chance you have taken a paid-for class at the 
MAC. They also offer free classes to members. Students 
who take 5+ credits have their membership fee includ-
ed in tuition cost and can use the gym for free. Note: 
to get in you need your student ID card. Without it you 
will be denied access.

Optical
The Optometry Program offers a small store where 
students can get at least a 20% discount on eyeglasses. 
You can bring in an old subscription or get an eye exam 
at a decent rate.

Some advice from your fellow students:
“If  you plan to transfer to a 4-year university, research the specific courses required for your major (and find equivalent 
courses offered at SCCC) from that university before registering your classes.”              – Thuong Phan

“Start plotting your course early; you can always change it. If  you don’t click with a counselor find a different one.” 
– Kat Hulsinger

From Amber Lyons, your Campus News and Opinion Editor!
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Sadly the $200 ORCA card offered by SCCC doesn’t really 
cover a full quarter’s worth of  transportation. Assuming 
you attend class five days a week in an average fifty-five day 
quarter, travel at peak hours AND don’t go anywhere else 
at all, you will be paying about $275 per quarter. Instead get 
a $90 unlimited monthly ORCA card for $270 per quarter. 
It might appear to be only a $5 difference, but it is unlim-
ited and you won’t have to deal with transfers. You can get 
these at any ORCA card vending machines.

Some of  you might have noticed the posters on the walls 
that mention free Microsoft software for Seattle Central 
students. They aren’t kidding. You can get Microsoft Office 
2013, Microsoft Windows 8 Professional, Microsoft Win-
dows 7 Professional/Ultimate (for those who aren’t ready 
for their computer screen to look like their smartphone), 
and Microsoft Office 2011 for Mac for free. There is also 
reduced prices on other software. Go to http://seattlecentral.
edu/it-services/discount.php for the steps on how to get it. Alter-
natively, you can go open-source with Libre Office, which is 
available online and works just the same.

Plan when you can sign up for new classes. Create some pos-
sible class schedules a week in advance; otherwise you’ll be 
left panicking when your classes aren’t available and you have 
to figure out the alternatives. Returning students are allowed 
to sign up first. Take advantage of  that.

A personal tip from the author: Pay attention to the walls! 
They feature information on calendars, events, free food, and 
free software for students.

Tips and Tricks for 
College Life

“Time management is key.”           – Jason Steele

If  you would like to have your advice for students published in the winter quarter’s “Welcome Back” spread, 
email studentsubmissions@seattlecentralcircuit.com.
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Bill Gates at ACCT
Calls for digital education in community colleges

    Technology tycoon Bill Gates was invited to be the key-
note speaker at the Associate of  Community College Trust-
ees (ACCT) leadership congress on October 2nd. Hundreds 
of  ACCT members from across the nation gathered in the 
Washington Convention Center to discuss the future of  edu-
cation of  community colleges. Students from Seattle Central 
Community College also participated in the event, along with 
North Seattle Community 
College and Bellevue Col-
lege students. Seattle Mayor 
Michael McGinn welcomed 
the guests, saying, “Commu-
nity college makes Seattle a 
better city because it reaches 
to people in different back-
grounds, and shares pros-
perity to diverse ethnicities 
through education.”
Digital learning system
    Bill Gates opened his 
speech saying, “Community 
colleges are the most unique 
institution of  higher educa-
tion of  United States because 
they truly change people’s 
lives.” According to the sta-
tistic of  ACCT, about 40 % 
of   undergraduate students in the U.S. are enrolled in com-
munity colleges. Most community college students are from a 
lower-income economic background and often need to work 
and study at the same time. “That’s where technology should 
take part because good technology can freeze time and flip 
the classroom to create easier access of  learning,” Gates 
claimed. By digitalizing lectures, more students and schools 
can share resources and great lectures. Seattle Central also 
launched a Massively Open Online Course (MOOC) system, 
a digital learning program that helps students focus on solv-
ing the obstacles to their learning. Gates said, “In this era, I 
believe problem-solving education is more effective than giv-
ing every student the same material and letting them stumble 
at the same place over and over again.”
Raising the completion rate
    Higher education is facing a real crisis not only due to 
budgets cut by the government, but also the increasing rate 
of  drop-outs. As a Harvard drop-out himself, Bill Gates 
asked two questions: does our education help student to 
persist? And is the material relevant to the knowledge? 
Time magazine reports that “36% of  college graduates had 
not shown any significant cognitive gains over four years” 
and “1/2 proportion of  employers surveyed said they had 
trouble finding qualified college graduates to hire.” These 
figures suggest that there is a big gap between the education 

provided by schools and the skills required in the workplace. 
This gap has an even bigger impact on community college 
completion rate because most students are looking for a 
specific goal such as transfer preparation or job training, 
instead of  the more academic research in four-year institutes. 
Budget cuts leading to fewer advisors in community colleges 
also contribute to the decreasing completion rate, and Gates 

thinks this is a problem 
that should be empha-
sized. Gates said, “How 
to raise the completion 
rate is our first concern 
right now, by which I 
hope schools can develop 
a feedback systems so that 
students can get better 
help from the advisor and 
also the successful stu-
dents can be role models 
for others.”
Not just equal but better
    Some ACCT represen-
tatives asked Bill Gates, 
“Should education be 
market-driven?” Gates 
replied that he believed 
markets can create 

something that’s very amazing and students might get better 
education in a market-driven school. Gates stated: “Funding 
will get more difficult due to the government situation; how-
ever, the demand of  education would still be increasing in 
the future. It might be good to invite markets and investors 
to come in because they can take community colleges to a 
better level and education is definitely the best investment if  
you care about this country.” Gates called for more experts 
and philanthropists to get involved to improve the commu-
nity college systems in hopes that students not only can have 
equal opportunities, but an opportunity to do better.

Maggie Tsai | Managing Editor

Bill Gates: “Community colleges change peoples’ lives.”

Seattle Central student representatives attend ACCT.
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    Renowned political activist and author 
Professor Angela Davis caused quite a stir 
with her speaking engagement at Seattle 
University on October 17th. Before she 
spoke, TFP Student Action, which is a part 
of the American Society for the Defense 
of Tradition, Family and Property, called 
for those who believe in “traditional moral 
values on college campuses” to sign a peti-
tion asking Father Stephen V. Sundborg 
to cancel Davis’ speech, book signing and 
reception in the Seattle University Campion 
Ballroom. TFP Student Action spoke of 
the activist’s support of abortion, same-sex 
marriage and the fact that she was a mem-
ber of the Communist party from 1969 to 
1991, calling her beliefs “most shameful.” 
The signature goal for the petition was 
15,000; by the date of the speaking engage-
ment, the number had reached 9,826.
    Born in Birmingham, Alabama on January 26th, 1944, 
Angela Yvonne Davis lived in the “Dynamite Hill” Neigh-
borhood, which earned its nickname from “the frequent 
bombings done by the KKK,” Davis remarked at the public 
speech. While Davis attended middle school, her mother 
became involved in the Southern Negro Youth Congress 
(SNYC). Davis insists that while “the Communists played a 
central role” in the SNYC, her mother was not a communist. 
She says that this exposure to communist figures greatly 
influenced her way of thinking, and she went on to develop 
her interest in Marxism at a progressive New York high 
school. During her junior year there, Davis helped form the 
socialist youth group Advance. She didn’t let racial tension 
get in her way: she was well-known for hosting interracial 
study groups, which were often disrupted by police.
    By the late 60s, Davis had gone on to complete her Bach-
elor of Arts degree in Philosophy from Brandeis University, 
her Master of Arts degree at the University of California 
San Diego and her Ph.D. at Humboldt University of Berlin. 
In 1969, Davis lectured on philosophy at the University of 
California, Los Angeles. The next year, Davis clashed with 
the school’s administration over her membership in the 
Communist Party and her off-campus speeches criticizing 
police. The administration, pushed to act by then-governor 
Ronald Reagan, responded by firing Davis in 1970. After an 
extensive court battle, Davis resumed her position until her 
contract expired later that year.
    That same year she was placed on the FBI’s “Most 
Wanted” list for supposed involvement in an attempted 
courtroom escape which left four people dead. After eluding 
authorities for two months, Davis was caught, imprisoned, 
tried, and in 1972 acquitted on all charges.  

    During her lifetime, Davis has written 
several books, including Women, Race, and 
Class and Are Prisons Obsolete? She is cur-
rently a Distinguished Professor Emerita 
at UC Santa Cruz. In 1994, she became 
UC’s Presidential Chair in African Ameri-
can and Feminist Studies.
    The Seattle University event was a 
huge success. Commenters estimated that 
there were over 300 attendees, students 
and non-students alike. Black, white, His-
panic, Asian: it didn’t matter. They were 
all there, sitting shoulder-to-shoulder, 
listening to the remarkable work of a 
remarkable activist and intellectual. The 
theme of education rang out the loudest 
during her speech. There were moments 
of silence following remarks like the 
following:  “There is no such thing as a 

public education anymore. Education should be a right. It 
should be a human right. Now, we see education as a formal 
right. We see it as a commodity. We think ‘Oh, I should get 
an education because it will get me a good paying job.’ We 
forget what education is actually intended to do: empower 
us.”  Davis’ straightforward and incisive statements were 
articulated in such a clear and obvious way that no one dared 
utter a breath. 
    Not all moments were serious, though. One of the loud-
est bursts of laughter came when Davis realized that she 
had gone over her allowed speaking time. Looking up at the 
crowd, she asked if it would be okay for her to speak for an 
extra five minutes. The crowd started clapping and cheering, 
urging her to continue her thoughts, not caring if it was for 
an extra five minutes or for an extra five hours. And when 
those five minutes were up, the audience stood up, stomping 
and clapping as Angela Davis smiled as big as she could, the 
iconic gap between her two front teeth prominent. She care-
fully placed her hand on the podium and looked as happy as 
could be. 
    The Ku Klux Klan couldn’t stop her. Ronald Reagan 
couldn’t prevent her from educating and shaping the minds 
of the young and kind at heart. The TFP couldn’t block her 
path either. People responded to her as if she was a celebrity; 
it was an absolutely amazing event to witness. From the time 
that Angela Davis stepped on the stage to the moment that 
she gave her final wave, she was an inspiration to everyone 
present. And after hearing what she went through–from Dy-
namite Hill to Presidential Chair, from jail to visiting multiple 
college campuses for speaking engagements–this reporter 
can’t help but feel inspired as well.

Angela Davis at Seattle University
“Education should be a right.”

Katherine Morgan | Staff Writer
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Lights out at the 
Egyptian

Local theater in limbo

    If  you are a Capitol Hill resident you are probably aware 
that over the summer the Egyptian Theater closed its doors. 
For the last thirty years the Egyptian Theater had been show-
ing independent, foreign, and cult classic films. The theater 
has history in Seattle as being where, in the 1980s, the Seattle 
International Film Festival began. A few years later, the 
space was rented by Landmark Theaters, a chain of  U.S. film 
houses that specialize in the same types of  films that were 
shown at the Egyptian Theater. After all its time there, last 
June, Landmark decided not to renew their lease with Seattle 
Central, the owner of  the building.
    It has been most well-known in recent years for its single 
screen theater, but the structure has been standing for almost 
a hundred years. In 1915 it was built by the Freemasons as 
a Temple. Near the theater doors there is still The Square 
and Compass, the symbol of  the Masons, engraved upon the 
brick. Even before Landmark began its lease, the temple was 
a place of  entertainment. Rumor has it that at one point they 

hosted wrestling matches.
    In 1992 Seattle Central bought the Masonic Temple 
outright, dubbing it The Fine Arts building. Since then it 
has been housing classes, programs, offices and the Student 
Support Programs. Some of  these offices even lead to the 
theater balcony.
    All is not lost for the single-screen theater, though. 
Seattle Central is on the lookout to rent the space out to 
another company. According to Jeff  Keever, the Director 
of  Auxiliary Services, Seattle Central has not set a date for 
the announcement of  who will be leasing the theater, and 
commented that Seattle Central is “… moving very carefully 
in this process in order to secure the best possible use of  the 
space—best for the city, the neighborhood, and the college.”
    If  you would like to support Landmark Theaters you can 
attend any of  their five other locations that are in Seattle, 
one of  which–The Harvard Exit–is on Capitol Hill not a 
mile away from our school.

Amber Lyons | Campus News & Opinion Editor
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Chinese writer 白先勇

     Chinese novelist Pai Hsien-yung gave a speech for his 
new book, My Father and the Republic of  China, at the Universi-
ty of  Washington on October 6th. Pai Hsien-yung is known 
as one of  the most important writers in Chinese modern 
literature since the 1960s,  and is famous for his sophisticated 
depictions of  women and a down-to-earth tone that formed 
a literature beyond political and social stratification. 
    The Asian Studies department and Jackson School of  
International Studies invited Pai Hsien-yung to share the rich 
historical background and stories of  his father that themed 
his new book. Almost everyone who has grown up with Chi-
nese education has read Pai’s work in a text-book; therefore, 
Pai’s speech attracted hundreds for an audience that even the 
auditorium was too small to fit. 
    Pai’s new book My Father and the Republic of  China contains 
sensational political and historical issues which have never 
appeared in his novels before, and has aroused much atten-
tion. Pai explained: “Chinese literature has always related to 
history in some ways because we have five thousand years 
of  history that is inherited so deeply in our culture and our 
blood. When I was younger, I focused on the emotions 
between people; now I have aged, I began to understand 
how history has shaped the way we feel enormously.” As 
the Homeric Epic was the origin of  the Western history and 
literature, Chinese literature also began with the historical 
epic Shiji, the Records of  the Grand Historian. “The feeling of  
nostalgia of  your land, where everything looks the same yet 
already different in the context, is something Chinese would 

understand the best,” Pai said.
    Born in 1937 during the 8-year war between the two dif-
ferent political parties – KMT (Chinese Nationalist Party) 
and Communist – Pai intimately experienced one of  the 
most crucial periods of  governmental reform in China. Pai’s 
father was the first Vice President of  the Republic of  China: 
General Pai Chung-hsi, known as the best military strategist 
of  the time and a hero against Japanese troops during World 
War II. After Mao’s Communist Party took over China, Pai’s 
father retreated to Taiwan with KMT and built the Republic 
of  China, the first republic in Asia and a land of  democrats. 
Pai Hsien-yung describes his new book as a biography of  his 
father and a common memory for people in both China and 
Taiwan. 
    When asked about how he evaluates the tension between 
China and Taiwan, Pai said, “I believe time will come out 
with its solution; however, there should never be violence 
and war. We have already suffered from foreign intruders 
throughout history; Chinese cannot and should not hurt 
another Chinese.” The chair of  Asian Studies, Madeline 
Yue Dong , said, “History can be a constraint or a fortune.” 
In order to move forward, one must understand the past. 
Pai’s story of  his father and the revolution of  the Republic 
of  China wasn’t about politics or a war hero but simply a 
reminder to his people that once upon a time, some people 
fought with their lives for a country of  their belief, and for 
hope for the future generation.  

“Literature is inseparable from history.”
Maggie Tsai | Managing Editor

Pai Hsien-yung greets a former student from UCSB after his speech. Many attendees were eager to meet the author.
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Kshama Sawant runs for City Council

    Remember the face on the cover of  this magazine. This is 
the woman who has changed Seattle politics.
    Seattle Central economics professor and avowed Marxist 
Kshama Sawant has mounted a credible campaign for City 
Council position #2. Running against 16-year incumbent 
Richard Conlin, Sawant is already the first socialist to make 
it into the Seattle City Council general election since 1991. 
Against a backdrop of  rising inequality and social unrest, the 
very fact that Sawant might win signals an unprecedented shift 
to the Left in Seattle politics.
    Raised in Mumbai, India, Sawant says she grew up in a 
largely apolitical, middle-class family. “We weren’t facing 
any dire problems of  homelessness or starvation. At the 
same time, we weren’t rich,” she says. After getting her BS 
in computer engineering, she immigrated to the US in 1996. 
Motivated to understand the causes of  poverty and inequal-
ity, she began a PhD program in economics at North Caro-
lina State University in 2000, where, according to her advisor, 
she was “the star of  the class.” In 2006 she moved to Seattle 
and began her involvement in radical politics. “When I came 
to Seattle, I started going to all these activist meetings and 
protests,” she says. In 2008 she became involved in Social-
ist Alternative (SA), a minority political party based on the 
ideas of  Karl Marx. She recalls hearing an SA member speak 
about “capitalism and the need to fight for socialism, and 
I remember hearing that and thinking, ‘That’s exactly what 
I’ve been looking for...Now my real work as an activist can 
begin.’” 
    She completed her doctoral thesis in 2009 and began 
teaching at Seattle Central in fall of  2011. This was dur-
ing the height of  the Occupy Wall Street movement, which 
practices civil disobedience in protest against income- and 
wealth-inequality. Through SA, Sawant became an organizer 
with Occupy Seattle, which had established an encampment 
at Westlake Plaza. “We were under constant attack from–
not constant attack, but constant intimidation and harass-
ment from the Seattle police,” she says. After police ousted 
Occupiers from Westlake, the encampment regrouped at 
Seattle Central’s campus, where Sawant recalls that Occupi-
ers camped, held teach-ins, and cooked meals in a makeshift 
kitchen. She speaks of  faculty support for the Occupiers: 
“The moving of  the encampment to Seattle Central would 
not have been possible had the teacher’s union not stood 
against pressure from the administration, which was dead-set 
against the encampment.”
    More recently, Sawant has been making waves within the 
electoral process. Last year she surprised everyone by taking 
29% of  the vote in her run against Frank Chopp, the Speaker 
of  the House in the WA legislature. This year, she and SA 
have set their sights on the November 5th Seattle City Coun-
cil election. Her grassroots campaign garnered 35% of  the 
vote in August’s primary election.

    (Disclosure: this reporter has volunteered for the current 
Sawant campaign.)
    Her opponent for City Council position #2 is Richard 
Conlin, a 16-year incumbent. When asked in interview to 
describe the main planks of  his campaign, Conlin said, “The 
main thing that I’m working on right now is transportation 
and land-use. We want to make sure that we get the kind of  
housing that people need. We need to continue to improve 
our transit, as well as maintain our roads and bridges. Educa-
tion: we are working toward universal preschool for all three 
and four year olds.” Conlin’s campaign is backed by local 
Democrats, and has garnered endorsements from the Seattle 
Times, the Sierra Club, and several unions. A spokesperson 
for SEIU 775 said in interview, “Richard has been a strong 
supporter of  long-term care workers for a long time.” In 
debates with Sawant, Conlin has emphasized his competence 
at building consensus and operating within the city govern-
ment, where he is, as his city council blog proclaims, “Mak-
ing It Work.”
    In a September interview, Conlin declined to directly an-
swer a question about whether Sawant is competent, saying 
that voters should look at her record and decide for them-
selves. However, he has more recently suggested that Sawant 
has shown a “lack of  civic engagement” because she did 
not register to vote immediately after becoming a US citizen 
in 2010. Other city council candidates hold different views. 
Albert Shen, a local entrepreneur and Seattle Colleges trustee 
who is running against incumbent Mike O’Brian, said, “I 
think she’s running a great race. It’s always good to have peo-
ple from the community colleges, as far as being involved in 
local politics. My hat is off  to her.” Sam Bellomio, a populist 
challenger to incumbent Sally Bagshaw, said “I want a citizen 
to win this [race], and Sawant is a pretty good citizen. She’s 
been involved actively.”
    While Conlin hardly mentions Sawant, his reticence is not 
reciprocated. She and The Stranger (which is strongly backing 
Sawant) have attacked Conlin as a “greenwashing” puppet 
for corporate interests. Conlin’s donation disclosure report is 
brimming with legally-maximum donations from real estate 
developers, venture capitalists, and large corporations such 
as Comcast and Microsoft--and BNSF, the railroad com-
pany that wants to ship coal from Montana and Wyoming to 
China via Seattle. VICE reports that the proposed Gateway 
Pacific Terminal, to be located just north of  Bellingham, 
would double US exports of  “the world’s dirtiest fossil fuel” 
with the help of  nine mile-and-a-half-long, coal-dust-leaking 
trains per day. Sawant, in addition to accepting $0 in corpo-
rate donations, has pledged to fight the coal train, even to 
the point of  putting her body on the tracks. Conlin’s website 
appears to make no mention of  the train.
    Other criticisms Sawant and The Stranger levy against 
Conlin include his decision to have the city attorney sue to 

How the SCCC professor is redefining Seattle politics
Casey Jaywork | Editor-in-Chief
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keep Seattleites from voting on a citizen referendum relat-
ing to the contentious deep-bore Alaskan Way tunnel, and 
the fact that he was the sole vote against a 2011 ordinance 
guaranteeing sick-leave to Seattle workers. Conlin says that 
he voted against the ordinance because he “thought we could 
do better” by making the law apply more evenly and by 
reducing its red tape. Sawant also chastises Conlin for voting  
in favor of  a 2010 ordinance that would have allowed police 
to issue $50 tickets to panhandlers engaging in “intimidat-
ing” conduct, effectively “criminalizing panhandling,” she 
says. In interview, Conlin described 
the ordinance as allowing police to 
stop aggressive behavior without 
going so far as an arrest. “We’re 
not talking about people who are 
sitting there asking for money. We’re 
talking about people who are being 
aggressive and threatening people,” 
Conlin said. However, as Dominic 
Holden reported in The Stranger, 
the law did not require a complaint 
before a ticket was issued, essentially 
letting police decide for themselves 
what counted as “aggressive and 
threatening.” Further, the Seattle 
Human Rights Commission found 
that because the poor and home-
less are unable to pay the $50 and 
aren’t entitled to representation by 
an attorney to contest tickets in civil 
court, the law could funnel poor and 
homeless people into “a multi-step 
criminal process.”
    Perhaps the biggest bone to be 
picked in this race is the minimum 
wage. Literally marching alongside 
fast-food workers in a nationwide campaign, Sawant has 
called for a $15/hour minimum wage in Seattle, plus the 
right for workers to unionize (which is technically already 
protected, but rarely enforced). The proposal is controver-
sial: Washington already has the highest state minimum wage 
in the country at $9.19/hour, though California will soon 
raise theirs to $10 and San Francisco’s is already $10.55. 
(Switzerland, by contrast, will vote next month on a proposal 
to limit CEOs’ salaries to a maximum of  12 times the pay of  
their company’s lowest-paid employees.) Critics say that a $15 
minimum wage will kill jobs by making labor too expensive 
for employers. Advocates of  the raise point out that the 
current minimum wage puts full-time workers below the 
poverty line, so that state welfare services effectively subsi-
dize low-wage businesses, and that productivity and profits 
have risen for decades while wages have stagnated. They also 
argue that raising the minimum wage will boost the economy 
by increasing consumer spending, since low-wage workers 
spend a larger proportion of  their income than high-wage 
workers. SeaTac has already put the $15 minimum wage on 
its November ballot. Conlin says he supports higher wages, 
but has explicitly declined to endorse a $15 minimum wage.

    Other issues central to Sawant’s campaign are rent control, 
a millionaire’s tax to fund education and mass transit, and 
police brutality. Sawant has proposed rent control as part of  
a response to soaring rental prices which threaten to price 
the working class out of  the city. Municipal rent control is 
illegal in Washington, but Sawant and supporters point out 
that gay marriage and marijuana were also illegal until re-
cently. Outlawed, too, is a municipal income tax, but Sawant 
says that the city council can use its authority to levy a “privi-
lege tax” to tax the super-wealthy in order to fund education 

and transit. (When asked whether 
the city does indeed have this tax 
authority, Seattle’s Department 
of  Finance and Administrative 
Services replied to the Central 
Circuit that they could not “give an 
advisory opinion” on the subject.)
    The city’s police department 
has come under heavy criticism in 
recent years for brutality: in 2011, 
the US Department of  Justice 
found widespread excessive use 
of  force among SPD’s officers, 
and earlier this year The Stranger’s 
Dominic Holden was threatened 
by city and county police for tak-
ing photographs of  them. While 
courts, the Department of  Justice, 
and the Mayor’s office have been 
haggling with one another over 
how to address this, Sawant has 
proposed an independent citizen’s 
review board with the power to 
hire and fire police. Sawant says 
this would put Seattle residents 

in control of  their own police, 
though Councilmember Mike O’Brien has said that “elected 
positions [are] largely volunteer because the pay is so low...I 
worry about a system where we’re gonna rely on elected 
volunteers to do something as important as that.”
    Sawant has won the endorsements of  anti-war activists 
Noam Chomsky and Cindy Sheehan, SCCC student and 
labor activist Carlos Hernandez (see pg. 17), and several 
unions, though not as many as Conlin.
     Beyond any particular issue, though, Sawant’s campaign 
is significant for bringing criticism of  capitalism–a form of  
economic organization, based on private property backed by 
state force, that rose to power during the Industrial Revolu-
tion–into Seattle’s mainstream. Regardless of  the outcome of  
this election, Sawant has changed this city’s politics. Before 
her campaign, a $15 minimum wage was a progressive pipe 
dream; now, city council candidates are scrambling for excus-
es for not supporting the increase, and the mayor is asking 
whether $15 is high enough. By concentrating on systemic 
inequality and the palpable influence of  corporate money on 
politics, Sawant has redefined the terms of  Seattle’s political 
debates.
     As a state-funded publication, the Central Circuit is prohib-

Sawant debates Conlin at SCCC on October  17.
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ited from endorsing individual candidates–so we won’t. But it is within our purview to encourage student civic engagement 
(see pg. 19), and the importance of  this election cannot be understated. Sawant has made critical discussion of  the relation-
ship between private property and inequality more publicly acceptable than it’s been in almost a century, and she’s built 
her campaign around the interests of  the working poor and middle class. Whether you agree with Sawant or not, she has 
changed the city you live in.

SCCC is setting for activist march
Protest against police brutality gets nonviolent

    An Oct. 22nd protest against police brutality began at SCCC and ended hours later, after a police-lined march around 
Capitol Hill. No one was physically harmed during the protest, though feelings did not fare so well: arguments between 
Revolutionary Communist Party (RCP) activists, who follow personality-cultist Bob Avakian, and black-hooded (presumed) 
anarchists at times threatened to eclipse the division between police and protesters.
    Organized by the Coalition to Stop Police Brutality, Repression and the Criminalization of  a Generation, the protest was 
refereed by actIvists from the RCP.  During the first hour, the crowd listened to speeches by survivors of  police violence as 
well as by RCP activists, who several times strayed from police violence into the importance of  Bob Avakian. 
    One such survivor was Jolene Ward. Choking back tears, she related to the crowd the story of  her former boyfriend’s 
death at the hands of  police. Sgt. Prince Gavin, who was African-American and an Army combat medic, was killed by 
Tacoma police last year. According to Ward and others, Gavin was trying to alert the police that he was carrying a gun when 
they shot him in the chest . Ward, a nurse, said that police delayed medical treatment from reaching Gavin, who died minutes 
later.
    Following the speeches, about a hundred protesters marched onto Broadway and made their way around the neighbor-
hood for over an hour, chanting anti-police slogans. Throughout the march, at least 40 officers with a variety of  vehicles 
from bicycles to a mini-bus flanked the protesters on all sides. After an hour of  marching, the group stopped and ultimately 
dispersed under threat of  arrest.

Casey Jaywork | Editor-in-Chief
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Fired for a cookie?
The worker who is making Subway stumble on its own mistakes

    Carlos Hernandez Sosa is a tall, thin, dark haired man 
with deep dark eyes that stare at people humbly. He speaks 
softly and when he looks at someone, he doesn’t glance; he 
really sees them. He is twenty-one years old, originally from 
Honduras, a student of  Social Work at Seattle Central Com-
munity College. He was a fast food worker at Subway until 
September 5th, when he was fired, supposedly for giving a 
free cookie to a three year old kid. This was just a week after 
he helped lead a strike to improve fast food workers’ condi-
tions. Was the cookie the real reason he was fired?
A matter of making ends meet
    This story began in April this year when Carlos was 
talking discreetly with a co-worker. He found out that his 
co-worker, who had been working at Subway for a long time, 
was not getting paid for his overtime. “I started to talk to 
other workers and asked them if  they were paid overtime,” 
says Hernandez, who was interviewed in Spanish. “Some of  
them they did not even know what that meant.”
    Besides not getting paid overtime, fast food workers have 
to face the reality of  being in the lowest-paid occupational 
category. Nationally, the average per hour that a frontline fast 
food worker earns is $8.94. The federal minimum wage is 
$7.25 per hour. At this moment, Washington state can brag 
that it has the highest minimum wage, at $9.19 per hour (it 
will automatically rise to $9.32 in January), though California 
will gradually raise its minimum wage to $10 by 2016, and 
San Francisco’s is $10.55. In addition, there is a misconcep-
tion in society that low wage, fast food workers are teenagers 
who want to earn pocket money. According to a study by 
the Center for Economic and Policy Research, “only about 
a 30% of  fast food workers are teenagers, another 30% are 
between the ages of  20 and 24 and the remaining 40% are 

23 or older. Among those age 20 and older, more than one 
third are raising children.” In other words, 70% of  fast food 
employees are working adults, and at least a quarter of  them 
are parents.
On strike for $15
    Since the end of  last year non-union fast food workers in 
several cities have gone on strike to demand for a raise of  
the minimum wage to $15 per hour and the right to union-
ize (which is not prohibited but highly difficult in the frame 
of  the current law). The first strike took place in New York 
in November 2012. That strike generated a domino effect 
on other cities across the country, including Seattle on May 
30th. According to Hernandez, that day 9 workers from 
Subway went on strike and 5 Subways were closed. “I was 
so impressed to see the workers respecting themselves,” says 
Hernandez. “They were so scared of  going, because we all 
have families. This is a big decision to make because the 
employers know that people need their jobs to survive. But 
I told them that we had to go because if  we did not, nobody 
was going to respect us, and our kids would be treated the 
same.” Hernandez led the mostly-Latino workers, trying to 
convince them to strike.
No calm after the storm
    But things got complicated for those who went on strike. 
After May’s successful strike, retaliation was a constant in 
Subway. According to Hernandez, he was separated from 
Latino workers and isolated at the Broadway store. “Before 
the strike they used to move me to other stores because I 
was training new workers, but after that they did not move 
me anymore,” he says.
    Other workers who had participated on the strike were hu-
miliated by the owner, Hasan Zeer, and the district manager, 

Diana Gener | Arts & Entertainment Editor

Protesters holding signs on September 30 to show support for Hernandez and other fast-food workers.
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Hazen, says Hernandez. “They could 
watch my co-worker working through 
the video camera and tell her she was 
doing her job wrong.” He explained 
that Subway normally gives workers 
food after four hours of  labor. Usually 
workers get a sandwich, but the same 
coworker, he says, preferred to get a 
juice and cookies instead. After she 
participated in the strike, management 
told her it was a sandwich or nothing. 
“They told her that it was not good to 
go on strike, and that she could not 
think that she could strike without con-
sequences,” explains Hernandez.
    The workers who joined the strike 
received a letter from the owner saying 
that they were not allowed to go on 
strike. 
    Some of  them signed it, but Hernan-
dez never received the letter. Instead, 
he says, the owner talked to him 
privately and offered him better condi-
tions if  he gave up his labor-organizing 
activities. Hernandez says he refused.
On strike again
    The second strike took place on 
August 29th of  this year and more 
than fifty cities joined it under the 
coordination of  Services Employees 
International Union (SEIU). It was the 
biggest fast food workers’ strike in US 
history, and Hernandez performed a 
leading role. According to him, “this 
time only three people from Subway 
went on strike, because workers were 
scared.” Cristina Rodríguez, a Subway 
worker, declared on KPLU that she was 
under threat to be fired by the owner if  she 
walked off. Caroline Durocher, who worked at 
Subway at the time, says that “the owner sent 
a final warning to the workers who went on strike saying that 
if  they did so again, they would be fired.”
Fired over a cookie
    One week after the second strike took place, says Hernan-
dez, Zeer told Hernandez that he was fired because he gave a 
cookie to a kid the day before. “He asked me if  I gave away a 
cookie for free the day before. I told him I did, and I forgot 
to pay for it and I wanted to pay it. But he told me that I 
couldn’t give free products to anyone because Subway is part 
of  a corporation.” According to Hernandez, in the past he 
had given away cookies in front of  the owner, who had con-
gratulated him for giving such good customer service.
    According to Durocher, Hernandez was well-known 
among the workers for his willingness to help others: “He 
was really helpful and really good at training people when 
new people came.” He had also a good reputation as a hard 

worker: “He was one of  the best workers 
I have ever seen and I don’t know how 
he did because he worked in two jobs and 
he was always happy,” says Durocher. Ac-
cording to Hernandez, the manager of  the 
Broadway store, Chris, was asked by the 
owner to fire him but he refused to do it, 
saying that he had no reason to fire Carlos 
because he was a good worker.
A lawsuit, pickets and online petitions 
    Since Hernandez was fired on Septem-
ber 5th, the labor organization Good Jobs 
Seattle and the coalition Working Wash-
ington have supported him. “We have 
filed federal charges with the National 
Labor Relations Board, which enforces 
the laws about retaliation against work-
ers organizing,” says the spokesperson of  
Good Jobs Seattle, Sage Wilson. In addi-
tion to the charges, the organizations have 
coordinated different pickets at different 
Subways during lunch rushes to inform 
customers about Hernandez’s plight. The 
pickets started on September 24th and are 
ongoing. An online petition is demanding 
Zeer re-hire Hernandez. 
    During one picket, this reporter went 
into the Subway on Fairview Avenue in 
downtown to ask about the picket and 

try to get Subway’s perspective. When 
asked if  the sales were going down 
during the picket, an unidentified 
worker answered that they were going 
down but because of  the rain. Before 
he could say anything else, Zeer kicked 
this reporter out of  the store, saying to 
direct all questions to a phone number 
he provided.

    No one answered Central Circuit’s phone 
calls to the number provided by Zeer. 
The unidentified person who answered 

Subway’s hotline refused to talk about it as well.
    Hazen, the district manager, also refused to speak to the 
Circuit. Durocher, who joined the strikes, worked in Subway 
during some of  the pickets and she says that during the first 
picket they only served three customers. She quit her job on 
October 1st because she “was being harassed by the owner 
too much.”
Carlos wants his job back
    According to Durocher, firing Carlos is a way for the 
owner to “to set an example to the workers.” Hernandez and 
all the people behind him say that their goal is to get his job 
back, in order to show the workers that they can fight for 
their rights without fear of  retaliation. Hernandez is under 
the glare of  the media’s spotlight, just a few weeks before the 
City Council elections take place, and says he’s felt pressure 
to use this attention in political ways. This situation does not 

Carlos Hernandez speaking to a group of  
protesters outside the Fairview Subway.
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Will you vote?
We hope the answer is yes

    In this nominal republic of  Washington State, every 
couple of  years we hash out our collective issues in a public 
forum known as an election. Politicians recite slippery prom-
ises, corporations scramble to buy said politicians, and at the 
end of  the day the voters choose.
    There are plenty of  reasons to not vote. Maybe you’re too 
busy working three jobs to educate yourself  about the can-
didates; maybe you don’t want to legitimize the government 
by participating in its elections; maybe you’ve worked out for 
yourself  that it is statistically impossible for your individual 
vote to change the outcome of  the election.
    These are all understandable rationales for electoral absti-
nence, but they also all amount to giving up on democracy. 
Low voter turnout allows business interests to more easily 
buy elections through well-placed advertisements, and it lets 
incumbents outlive their usefulness as elected officials. It is 
the position of  this magazine that people should, in general, 
control their own lives rather than acquiesce to the powers-
that-be. The Central Circuit therefore exhorts you to partici-
pate in the Seattle city election on November 5th. Here’s 
how: 
    1. Register to vote. Normally, you can do this in a few 
minutes on the Washington Secretary of  State website. How-
ever, the deadline to register online for the Nov. 5th election 
has already passed. You have until Oct. 28 register in-person 
to the King County elections department down in Renton 
(919 SW Grady Way, to be precise); bring your driver’s 
license or state ID. To be eligible to vote in King County you 
must be:
• A citizen of  the United States
• A legal resident of  Washington state
• At least 18 years old by election day
• Not under the authority of  the Department of  Corrections 
• Not disqualified from voting due to a court order 
    2. Educate yourself. Because your candidate-preferences 
should have more coherence than the splatter-trail of  a 

Casey Jaywork | Editor-in-Chief

The “ABCs of student 
success”

City Year is on the frontline of the 
dropout crisis

Seattle offers many different support programs for its middle 
and elementary schoolers. One of  them is the nationwide 
Americorps program City Year. I sat down with one of  its 
corps members, Mona Abbi.

Can you give me a brief  summary of  what City Year is?
Mona Abbi: City Year recruits those between the ages of  sev-
enteen and twenty-four, called corps members, to academi-
cally help children and tweens who are underperforming 
in school. The belief  is that young adults placed in under-
achieving schools will help lower the dropout rate crisis by 
being the bridge between the students and the school.

What does it mean to you to be a “corps member”?
MA: To me it means once we put on our uniform the year 
of  service starts. The red jacket we wear is a reminder of  the 
commitment we make to Seattle and her children.

How does City Year help Seattle’s youth?
MA: City Year addresses their ABCs for student success – 
attendance, behavior and course work – through mentoring, 
tutoring and building community with the parents, faculty, 
and admin staff. We believe that being in the school as early 
as possible will help prevent dropping out from even cross-
ing the mind of  a high schooler. By addressing these possible 
issues we can help lower the student dropout rate.

Why did you get involved in City Year?
MA: My first job in Seattle was a nonprofit and I was of-
fered two routes, either go back to school specializing in 
nonprofit work or joining AmeriCorps to gain nonprofit 

Amber Lyons | Campus News & Opinion Editor

make him comfortable. “I like to make my own decisions, 
and if  I feel that something is right I have to go that way,” 
Hernandez says, explaining his decision to endorse City 
Council candidate Kshama Sawant (see pg. 14). “I think it is 
right to say that people like Kshama Sawant have been at my 
side.”
    The strongest source of  support that Hernandez has 
found, he says, is his community. “American people and 
people from Seattle always try to find ways to support others. 
I have gotten so much support from them,” he says. Du-
rocher explains that the other day she was buying groceries 
in the Central District and commented that she had quit. A 
woman answered ironically, “Did you steal a cookie?” During 
this interview the waitress in the bar where we met treated 
Carlos. When we left the bar several people on Broadway 
stopped us to talk to him. “They were customers,” he says. “I 
always think that actions speak more than words.”

experience and I chose AmeriCorps. I found City Year with 
its possibilities for experience and further education. I really 
connected with what City Year is about. One of  my fondest 
memories is during the City Year annual red jacket ceremony 
where every new corp member dedicates their red jacket to 
something that is important to them as a reminder of  why 
they are there. I dedicated my jacket to Somalia, my native 
country, because even though I was born there I have no 
memories of  the nation, culture or language. I felt discon-
nected and struggled with my identity; therefore, I wear my 
jacket to reach out to those that are immigrants and struggle 
with their identities.

How can Seattle Central students get involved?
MA: I invite students to look at the City Year website 
[CityYear.org] and see if  it is something they are willing to 
commit to for a year.



Central Circuit20 Features

How to get it, and why it’s 
controversial

How to get it
    The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, also 
known as the Affordable Care Act  (ACA) or Obamacare, 
was passed into law by the U.S. congress in 2010 and subse-
quently upheld by the Supreme Court. It’s a complex piece 
of legislation which, among other things, requires most U.S. 
citizens and legal residents to either get health insurance or 
pay a tax penalty. It also sets standards for health insurers 
such as limiting deductibles (i.e. what the patient pays out-
of-pocket before their insurance takes effect), prohibiting 
insurers from rejecting people with preexisting conditions 
and from placing lifetime limits on benefits, and requiring 
insurers to cover customers’ children until age 26. Finally, 
it requires employers of 50 full-time workers or more to 
insure their employees or pay a penalty, expands Medicaid 
(the government health insurance program for the poor), and 
allocates funds to subsidize low-to-middle-income partici-
pants. The Congressional Budget Office has estimated that 
the ACA will decrease federal deficits over this decade.
    The law mandates that states create and regulate individual 
(non-group) insurance exchanges or “marketplaces” where 
people can compare and purchase insurance plans. In Wash-
ington, this takes place on the Washington Health Benefits 
Exchange at WAHealthPlanFinder.org, where you can enroll 
in about half an hour. The exchange opened at the beginning 
of October and will remain open through March 2014. After 
that, enrollment will generally be open only in October-De-
cember. In other words, people who don’t enroll by March 
can’t enroll for half a year.

Casey Jaywork | Editor-in-Chief

    The exchange’s sister-site WAHBExchange.org includes 
a cost calculator, which upon experimentation yielded the 
following results:
– Anyone making $15,856 per year or less qualifies for 
Medicaid. 
– At $15,857 there’s a shift from Medicaid to a $187 monthly 
subsidy for market insurance, to which the recipient must 
add $43 out-of-pocket per month--that is, about 3% of their 
income.
– Someone making $20,000 per year receives a $231 monthly 
subsidy and pays $55 monthly--that is, about 3% of their 
income.
– Someone making $25,000 per year receives an $87 subsidy 
and pays $144 monthly--that is, about 7% of their income.
– At $31,544 people cease to receive a subsidy, and must 
pay $230 monthly.
– For people receiving subsidies, neither age nor number 
of children affect out-of-pocket cost. The recipient’s age, 
the number of children, the insurance’s total cost, and the 
government’s subsidy all rise together, so that a childless 21 
year old pays the same amount as a 41 year old with three 
kids.
    A note of caution: these results could be adjusted by fac-
tors like smoking, zip code, and level of coverage purchased.
Why it’s controversial
    Earlier this month, the federal government shut down 
for more than two weeks in a symbolic attempt by the 
Republican party to defund the ACA--symbolic because the 
shutdown did not affect most funding of the program. The 
New York Times has reported that some conservatives were 
planning the shutdown months in advance. Lawmakers in 
conservative-dominated states are taking steps to prevent 
federally-paid “navigators” from helping people navigate the 
ACA enrollment process: for instance, barring them from 
state health agency premises and requiring them to undergo 
complex licensing. At the same time, conservative groups 
such as Freedom Works and Generation Opportunity (GO) 
have mounted massive campaigns to convince the young 
and healthy to “opt out” of the ACA by paying a tax penalty 
and foregoing health insurance. In addition to launching 
a nationwide pizza-party college tour, GO created a pair 
of television ads which equate the ACA with rape (as well 
as inaccurately construing “Obamacare” as an insurance 
provider, rather than a law governing insurance providers). 
While GO’s president claims it’s a “grassroots” organization, 
it’s actually funded by the powerful conservative lobbyists 
the Koch brothers. Many observers believe that GO’s real 
goal in convincing the young and healthy to unenroll is to 
sabotage funding for the ACA, since insurance depends 
on spreading risk between high- and low-risk populations. 
Others have speculated that conservatives both inside and 
outside Congress are desperate to stop the ACA now be-
cause they’re afraid that once it is enacted, it will become too 
popular to repeal. In the words of Texas Republican Senator 
Ted Cruz, Americans will become “hooked on Obamacare 
so that it can never be unwound.”

Obamacare
for students

paintball-gun-toting chimpanzee, learn who’s who. 
Seattle.gov has a public voter’s guide, and the free weekly 
paper The Stranger prints a handy cheat-sheet. 
    3. Vote, and make your friends and family vote, too. Bal-
lots are mailed to voters, and can either be returned through 
mail (you’ll have to buy a stamp) or returned to drop boxes 
or roving vote-vans. Find drop box locations and other info 
at KingCounty.gov/elections.
    Voting can be a laborious process, filled with red-tape and 
contemptible candidates. Just remember that this is what 
democracy looks like: grumbling about abuses in govern-
ment (and its corporate handlers) means exactly nothing un-
less you’re willing to step up and create change, both within 
the established political process and outside of  it. As you 
approach your ballot, bear in mind the words of  the Irish 
socialist and beard-enthusiast George Bernard Shaw:
    Democracy is a device that ensures we shall be governed no better 
than we deserve.
    And choose carefully; we’re all counting on you.
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Poor in Seattle: A 
Guide

Ways to stay alive and well in this 
expensive-ass city

Welcome to the first “Poor in Seattle: A Guide.” This guide 
will be that friend who knows when you are screwed because 
you’re fucking poor, and sits you down and says, “OK buddy, 
this is what you need to do.” 

If  you need clothes here are some places that will give you 
free assistance. Their numbers are located below each listing.

1. Bread of Life Mission – Offers free clothing to men and 
women who are homeless. (260) 682-3579

2. Dress for Success, Seattle – Dress for Success is a pro-
gram at the YWCA for women who need professional cloth-
ing. (206) 325-3453

3. The Queen Anne Helpline – Any Seattle resident can use 
their clothing bank. They specialize in adult clothes and visits 
are by appointments. (206) 282-1540

If  you do not qualify for these services there are second-
hand stores like Value Village and Goodwill or local stores. 
Some will offer coupons if  you donate household items. 
Yeah, they can lack organization, have little to no security 
and I would never wear an item from one that hadn’t been 
scrubbed first, but they are cheap and you can find treasures 
for a lot less than they are worth.

Happy living, Seattle.

Amber Lyons | Campus News & Opinion Editor

WAC changes and 
controversy

Draconian restrictions on campus 
speech averted, sort of
Casey Jaywork | Editor-in-Chief
    Pending approval by the Seattle Community Colleges 
(SCC) Board of  Trustees, the Washington State Code 
(WAC) governing use of  community college campuses will 
be changed.  While faculty expressed satisfaction with the 
changes, the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) of  WA 
says that portions of  the new code are still unconstitutional.
    The changes clarify a ban on overnight camping on school 
grounds. They also remove language explicitly protecting 
“peaceful dissent,” which Derek Edwards of  the WA At-
torney General’s office explained would be implicitly covered 
by the more basic First Amendment protections in the US 
Constitution. “If  it’s not prohibited [by the WAC], then it’s 
permitted,” he said. Language requiring that commercial 
activities on campuses be both educationally relevant and 
hosted by part of  the school was rephrased. The part of  the 
new rule the ACLU objects to is a requirement that non-
campus groups sign-in before practicing free-speech activi-
ties on campus.
    The Oct. 22nd hearing for public comments on the 
changes was attended by fewer than a dozen people. This 
was in stark contrast to last year’s public outcry against the 
originally proposed changes, which would have imposed 
draconian restrictions on campus speech. As the ACLU said 
in an open-letter to SCC at the time, “The proposed changes 
to WAC 132F pose serious constitutional problems, unduly 
burden free speech, and would unnecessarily restrict the vital 
exchange of  ideas on a public college campus.” 
    In the face of  public outcry, SCC convened a task force 
comprised of  “representatives from student government, 
faculty, staff, and the external community” to amend the 
proposed WAC changes, according to Carin Weiss, Vice 
Chancellor for SCC.
    The new proposed changes to the WAC are much more 
acceptable to First Amendment advocates, according to 
South SCC professor Don Bissonnette, who commented 
at the Oct. 22nd hearing. “Basically it’s no camping and 
no causing major disruptions,” he said. “It allows people 
the right to speak, assemble, be loud, be everything except 
violent.”
    Kimberly Mcrae, AFT co-president and Seattle Central 
professor, said that while the new WAC changes are more 
specific in banning overnight camping, “Overall, nothing’s 
changed.” Her colleague Deborah Higdon agreed, saying, 
“We went back to where we were. Now the question that 
the readership of  the Circuit might want to ask themselves is, 

why was this rush led by the chancellor to completely gut the 
US constitution on our campus?”
    However, the Seattle Times reports that in an Oct. 21st 
letter to the SCC Board of  Trustees, the ACLU wrote that 
the new WAC still “triggers constitutional concerns because 
it requires registration prior to engaging in the most basic 
and treasured form of  protected political speech (i.e. flyering, 
handbilling, pamphleteering, proselytizing, etc.)...”
    The Central Circuit’s coverage of  the originally proposed 
changes, and the campus response, can be seen in our May 
2012 issue, available at SeattleCentralCircuit.com.
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    If you see people dressed up as super 
heroes, comic book characters or video 
game characters, you know there is a 
geek convention going on. And when 
women are the spotlight of the event, 
you know you are at GeekGirlCon. 
That’s what happened in Seattle on Oc-
tober 19th and 20th: a true celebration 
of female geekiness.
    Now in its third year, GeekGirlCon 
has grown in scale. This was the first 
time that the event took place at the 
Seattle Conference Center. The con-
vention also grew in content. Visitors 
encountered new features such as a Sci-
ence Space, where adults and children 
could experiment under the guidance 
of scientists; an Artist Alley, where in-
dependent artists had room to sell their 
artwork; and a giant Gaming Room, 
which offered board games and gaming 
workshops as well as console gaming. 
The Connection Center, a networking 
hub, was expanded to include a perma-
nent center with industries related to 
science, technology, comics and video 

GeekGirlCon
A celebration of female 
geekiness!
Diana Gener | Arts & Entertainment 

games. Even though new things were 
added, the core goal of GeekGirlCon 
did not change: to “promote and help 
to recognize women and their contribu-
tions in geek culture,” said Susie Rantz, 
PR Manager of GeekGirlCon.
    Tickets were sold out. From early in 
the morning, people wearing costumes 
or everyday outfits started to ramble 
through the four floors where events 
were happening. All kinds of people – 
men, women, boys, girls, children and 
families – filled the Conference Center. 
“I really like GeekGirlCon’s message of 
inclusivity and equality for anyone who 
wants to get into the geek community,” 
commented Rachel Ashby, an attendee. 
A friendly and diverse environment was 
one of the differences that some of the 
participants pointed out when compar-
ing GeekGirlCon to other geek events. 
“It’s one of the most positive experi-
ences I’ve ever had in a convention. 
I’ve been in DragCon and in so many 
different conventions, but this one has 
a positive energy and it’s so collabora-
tive, and that’s really necessarily and im-
portant,” opined Chaka Cymberbatch, a 
panelist speaking on race and identity.
    Some of the women pointed out that 
they felt more relaxed at GeekGirlCon 
because they were not being harassed. 
“When geek girls go to conventions it 
is hard for them to find a safe space; 

you’re almost expected to be harassed 
and to be bothered,” said Cumberbatch. 
Chandri, another participant, said, “It’s 
the only con that I know that actually 
cares about female fans because in oth-
er cons I don’t feel I am the focus, even 
if the ratio is pretty even. They tend to 
market it as if women are the exception, 
and you get the feeling that you are not 
the one they care about.”
    But GeekGirlCon does care. Diverse 
panels, many career-focused, were held 
during both days, all about women and 
science; technology; education; comic 
books; video games; female character 
creation; design; and other issues related 
to geek culture.
    In spite of being a celebration of 
female geekiness, there wasn’t a feeling 
of discrimination at GeekGirlCon:  “It 
is so cool, there is a sense of camarade-
rie wherever you go”, commented Ty 
Landercasper a man who participated in 
the event. And the atmosphere of being 
in a dreamworld was carried outside 
the walls of the Conference Center.  As 
Landercasper commented: “if you play 
video games and you read comics this 
is like a bubble because in the outside 
world you don’t get that at all, it is 
amazing being in a place where every-
thing comes together.” That is what 
GeekGirlCon was: a place where every-
thing and everybody came together.
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    Umberto’s Prophecy of  the Black 
Widow is basically what you’d get if  you 
crossed the soundtrack of  a psychologi-
cal horror film with the soundtrack of  a 
late-1980s sci-fi video game like Metroid 
II. Comprised of  weird drones, me-
chanical clicks, and alternation between 
hair-raising monotones and funky beats, 
this album is well-suited to hipsters and 
serial killers. Created by Kansas City 
musician Matt Hill, AKA Umberto, 
Prophecy is guaranteed to creep, thrill, 
and facilitate grooving.
    Probably the best, or at least most 
accessible, track is “Night Stalking,” 
which opens with about half  a minute 
of  piercing falsetto, sort of  a synth 
imitation of  a violin, plus deep synth 
chanting. Just when you think you can’t 
take any more of  a song that is obvi-
ously dedicated to Satanic blood rituals, 
a corkscrew of  technified “wow-dow-
wow-dow” kicks in, followed by dance-
inducing drums and bass. Suddenly you 
realize this isn’t a song for black magic; 
it’s for a dancing, zombified Michael 
Jackson.
    That said, there are plenty of  tracks 
that are not recommended for the men-
tally unstable, such as “Someone Chas-
ing Someone Through a House” and 
“Widow of  the Web.” Umberto makes 
great use of  drawn-out, dissonant noise 
to create the sense that, somewhere just 
beyond your peripheral vision, there is 
an armed, masked man slowly limping 
toward you.
    If  you’re tired of  drowning in a luke-
warm ocean of  blandly pleasant pop 
music, and/or if  you wish to encourage 
violent psychosis in yourself, this album 
is highly recommended.

    The Greek poet Constantine Cavafy 
says in his poem “Ithaca”: “When you 
set sail for Ithaca, wish for the road to 
be long.” The pianist Shai Maestro takes 
it literally in his new album The Road to 
Ithaca, a journey through simple melo-
dies, composition and improvisation.
    Since he left Avishai Cohen’s trio in 
2011 after playing with him for four 
years, Shai Maestro has been work-
ing hard to create his own path. Born 
(1987) and raised in Israel, the pianist 
mixes the diverse cultural background 
of  Israel with the constant flow of  
inspiration that New York, his current 
home, brings to him. The Road to Ithaca 
is his second album as the leader of  
his own trio. In this new adventure his 
travel companions are the same as he 
had in his first album: Israeli drummer 
Ziv Ravitz and Peruvian bassist Jorge 
Roeder. Together, the trio explores fur-
ther the path they began in their first re-
cording Painting (2012): simple melodies 
and the uninterrupted search for the 
beauty to engage his audience.
    Maestro combines outstanding jazz 
and contemporary music with pop 
melodies (highly influenced by his pre-
decessor Brad Mehldau). Underneath 
this simplicity, Maestro builds his com-
positions on his strong classical music 
technic background, his jazz improvisa-
tion experience and the pop melodies 
that belongs to his generation. On top 
of  that, he follows the path initiated by 
Keith Jarrett where the point is to start 
playing without knowing where you will 
go. It is like the road to Ithaca: the way 
matters more than the destination. And 
Shai Maestro knows that very well.

Music Spotlight

Shai Maestro Trio, The 
Road to Ithaca (2013)

Umberto, Prophecy of 
the Black Widow (2010)

Diana Gener | Arts & Entertainment Editor

Casey Jaywork | Editor-in-Chief
    Although Twenty One Pilots’ album 
Vessel came out last year, it didn’t really 
make a true musical impact until 2013. 
It was only after their song “Holding 
Onto You” was nominated for an Artist 
to Watch VMA this year and they were 
named the opening band on Fall Out 
Boy’s Save Rock and Roll tour that the 
fans really started to take notice. With a 
sound that is described as a “true melt-
ing pot of music,” Vessel will make you 
feel things that you haven’t felt since 
your crush’s Bar Mitzvah. 
    You will be surprised to learn that 
TOP only has two members in the 
recording booth even though it sounds 
like an entire band is strumming 
ukuleles and keytars to create a sound 
that is most unique. It’s the work of 
Tyler Joseph, lead singer, songwriter 
and rotating-instrument-player and his 
friend, Joshua Dun. Dun’s dynamite 
drum skills are highlighted on “Holding 
Onto You” and on “Car Radio,” which 
tells a story of a car radio gone missing. 
    Arguably the best track off of Vessel 
is “The Run and Go,” which opens 
with a “thun-thun-thun” noise, as if to 
imitate a heartbeat that is going much 
too fast. Add in Joseph’s “do-do-dos,” 
catchy whistling and Dun’s simple yet 
passionate drumming and you have one 
of the catchiest tunes that has graced 
your ears in a long time. Listening to 
Vessel, it is evident that these two care 
very much about their craft. Twenty 
One Pilots may make you proud to 
listen to pop music again. So, purchase 
Vessel off of iTunes (yes, actually buy 
it), listen to it about 20 times and come 
see them in November at the Neptune. 
You can bet that I already bought my 
ticket and will be seeing you there.

Twenty One Pilots, 
Vessel (2013)
Katherine Morgan | Staff Writer
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Fashion
What does Seattle Central wear?

Interviews and captions by

Name: Pornthep Sirimahachayakul
First Language: Thai
Fashion Story: “I am a biology researcher 
for a medical center. I go to work during 
day time and need to dress office appro-
priate. But after work, I rush to school 
to improve my second language, English. 
That is why I am wearing sneakers.”

Mr. Mysterious: “Sorry, 
I have to run for my 
exam!”

Name: Subiyinuer Aihamaiti
Dream Job: Fashion Stylist
Favorite Color: Black
Fashion Philosophy: “Based 
on how I feel at the moment, 
I dress accordingly. And I like 
to play with colors too.”

Lin Na | Web Designer

Name: Danielz Bean
Favorite Subject: Psychology
Go-to Websites: zara.com, hm.com
Fashion Story: “Paying attention 
to my outfits applies to how much 
I value my education. I come to 
school today; I want to dress well.”

Name: Hannah Heien
Intended Career: Nursing
Personality In Three Words: 
Rebellious, daring, reserved
Statement: “‘Rebel’ and 
‘reserved’ are not contradic-
tory. Talk to me and get to 
know me before you make a 

judgment. You may be surprised.”

Name: Akbota Assan
Favorite Subject: Economics
Go-to Website: us.topshop.com
Words for the Boys: “You don’t 
need to tease a girl’s dress to 
get her attention. A genuine 
compliment will work. We ap-
preciate that.”
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Food
Barrio serves up bliss!

Maggie Tsai | Managing Editor
    Seattle Restaurant Week, which ran October 13-17 and 20-24, featured a fabu-
lous lunch at Barrio Mexican Kitchen & Bar. Located on Capitol Hill, Barrio is 
known for its modern and laid-back atmosphere and for serving up Mexican food 
as posh cuisine. Wooden-based interior design and a whole wall of  white candles 
added a vintage taste.

    The dessert was a sweet ending for 
the wildly flavored lunch. The dulce de 
leche crème brûlée and the pineapple 
sorbet have definitely won this report-
er’s heart and left a great memory! 

All photos for this story by Maggie Tsai.

    The “Especiales” are bold and delicious: the Tinga de Pollo Quesadilla was 
stuffed with jack and cotija cheese, chipotle braised chicken, oaxaca, and poblano-
onion rajas. If  you are a spice-craver, then this dish will definitely serve you well! 
The Guajillo Pork Enchilada is just as amazing as it looks. Shredded pork, golden 
raisins, almonds, jack cheese, onion rajas and guajillo tomato sauce made it a very 
tasty dish. The enchilada was bathed in cheese and we all know that cheese is just 
heaven-on-earth!

     The three-course lunch menu started with “antojitos,” which means “ap-
petizers” in Spanish. The rockfish ceviche was one of  my favorite dishes of  the 
day. The fish goes well with mango, cucumber, habanero, chiles, red onions, and 
cilantro; very fresh and exotic. It comes along with banana chips, and makes for 
a chip n’ dip combination that will make you feel as if  you are on an adventure in 
the tropical forest. The fresh-squeezed lemonade was like a summer breeze that 
lightened my meal with its sweet and sour taste. 

What’s your favorite place for a bite to eat? We’d love 
some recommendations & reviews! Email them to 
studentsubmissions@seattlecentralcircuit.com

Have You 
Heard These 
People Sing?

A Review of 
Balagan Theatre’s 

Les Misérables

    If  you happened to walk past the 
Erickson Theatre on Harvard Avenue 
between 8 pm to 11 pm from Septem-
ber 6 – 28, you might have caught drifts 
of  familiar tunes. Balagan Theatre, 
after producing award-winning shows 
such as Avenue Q and Spring Awaken-
ing, returned this September with the 
legendary Les Misérables, based on the 
Victor Hugo novel about love and 
redemption amidst the 1832 French 
rebellion. A glance at the interior might 
unnerve some Les Mis purists because 
the Erickson Theatre is relatively small. 
The stage only housed a single set, and 
there were seats at both ends. However, 
the final product and the sold-out tick-
ets showed what a little theatre with an 
extremely capable company could do.
    Louis Hobson both debuted as Bala-
gan’s Artistic Director and played the 
role of  Jean Valjean, a saintly reformed 
criminal. Hobson might have been too 
young, but his vocal talent was unques-
tionable. His high notes dramatized the 
character’s moral struggles in the solilo-
quys and were beautifully sustained in 
the end of  the prayer-like “Bring Him 
Home.” Michael Dunlap possessed a 
mighty baritone which embodied the 
rigidity of  Javert, the policeman who 
pursues Valjean, but that became a 
problem when he had to be vulner-
able. His suicide soliloquy was too firm; 
it lacked the passionate despair of  a 
shaken man. Tessa Archer sang the 
sorrow of  Fantine, an impoverished 
mother, with moving pathos, and the 
scene where she accuses Valjean of  ru-
ining her was rightly infused with anger. 
Brian Giebler’s Marius, the young revo-

Reuven Pinnata | Student Contributor

(continued on page 27)
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Art
M. Rosetta Hunter Gallery

G Warner | Art & Photo Editor

     From September 23 through October 25, the M. Rosetta 
Hunter Art Gallery at Seattle Central Community Col-
lege featured an exhibit named La Influencia. This vibrant 
exhibit displayed works by Oaxacan artists Maestro Enrique 
Flores, Maestro Flugencio Lazo, Maestro Shinzaburo Takeda, 
Manuel Bernal, Romson Regarde Bustillo, Isidro Fabian, Eva 
Isaksen and Kamla Kakaria. Artists from Oaxaca’s School of  
Fine Arts at Benito Juarez Autonomous University of  Oax-
aca taught several classes and workshops at Pratt Fine Arts 
Center, where students learned techniques of  Oaxaca-style 
art. The growing connection between the Pacific Northwest 
and Oaxaca was another major theme of  the exhibit.

Photographs by G
 W

arner
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    Darn it, I was late. I was late to buy 
my Decibel Festival ticket. I was late to 
get to the music venue. And now, I have 
to battle all the way through the crowds 
to get to the front. But I am so glad 
I came. This year is Decibel Festival’s 
10th anniversary. For ten years this 
Seattle-based international electronic 
music and visual arts festival has been 
going without interruption.
    Tonight, September 28th, the set 
is performed by Odesza, an elec-
tronic duo from Seattle. Their music is 
enchanting and has a Buddhist chant 
layer in the background that makes you 
meditate your body with a dance. The 
members, Harrison Mills and Clayton 
Knight, met during their senior year at 
Western Washington University in Bell-
ingham. They met at a mutual friend’s 

Event
Celebrating Decibel 
Festival’s 10th year
Lin Na | Web Designer

Websites that teach you how to make electronic music:
http://www.dubspot.com/
http://createdigitalmusic.com/
https://www.udemy.com/electronicmusicproduction/
http://howtomakeelectronicmusic.com/

lutionary and lover, was ideal; his voice 
was heroic and angelic at the same time. 
Unfortunately, the love of  his life, Co-
sette, played by Shaye Hodgins, looked 
more like a fairy-tale princess than a 
Paris maiden; however, she sweetly sang 
her parts. On the other hand, Danielle 
Barnum was a perfect Eponine, as lithe 
and bold as a true Paris gamine, and 
her hidden fragility was very believable. 
Heath Saunders, who played Enjolras, 
managed to exude charisma as the 
leader of  the revolutionary students. 
Rob Scherzer and Rebecca Davis’ per-
formances as the Thénardier husband 
and wife were a new standard; they 
managed to strike a fine balance be-
tween comedy and cunning. The child 
performers, Taylor Clark as Gavroche 
the street urchin and Anna Ostrem as 
young Cosette, also delivered satisfying 
performances.
    The real genius of  this production 
lay in the seamless pace of  the storytell-
ing. The momentum never slackened, 
tantalizing the audience to always ask, 
“What will happen next?” It was hard 
not to stand up in the end when the 
whole cast came out to gloriously burst 
into a reprise of  “Do You the Hear 
People Sing?,” which was what this 
reviewer admittedly did. 

house and chatted. They went down 
to the basement to make some music 
and never came back up....(well, you 
know).
    Music is beautiful and so are your 
dreams. If  you have an interest in 
making electronic music, you can test 
it out by doing a small project. With 
free music production software avail-
able online, you can produce electronic 
music on a computer. After you are 
certain that music is your true passion, 
you can invest more in the equipment 
to produce more sophisticated sounds. 
Now go find your passion and do what 
you love! 

(continued from page 25)

Seattle
(Un)freeze

New friends!

    One of  the first things I was warned 
about when I told everyone I knew that 
I was leaving sunny San Diego to move 
to Washington where I had exactly 
three friends was to beware the “Seattle 
Freeze.” “People up there just aren’t 
friendly,” I was told. “It’s hard as heck 
to meet them, and then once you meet 
them they’re still kind of  cold.” (I was 
also being told that Seattle was “much 
more your vibe” and I’d “fit right in;” 
speculation continues as to whether my 
friends were trying to call me a jerk.) It 
was discouraging, though my childhood 
dreams of  starving alone in a leaky gar-
ret were looking more attainable than 
ever. And like a true artist, I was not 

about to let my complete lack of  social 
connection or sense of  direction hold 
me back from enjoying what the city 
had to offer.
    My first weekend out alone was an 
unmitigated disaster. I’d found out 
that singer-songwriter Alela Diane was 
going to be playing in a place called 
Fremont with a few other folky-type 
artists, and as her latest album had been 
serving as soundtrack to my emotional 
displacement, I thought it fate. 
    I had no idea where Fremont was, 
and the friend I’d thought was a huge 
fan turned out not to know who Diane 
was or why I’d want her to leave her 
apartment on the relative insanity of  a 
Friday night. I was forty minutes late 
and I perched on a stool in the sixth 
and final row of  the Fremont Arts 
Abbey with my notebook on my knee. 
I scribbled frantically through three 

full sets (the Portland band Joseph, in 
particular, is well worth seeking out). 
The girl next to me kept looking over, 
I thought at me, but when I finally at-
tempted eye contact midway through 
Diane’s encore I found she’d actually 
been watching the door. She was al-
ready there with a friend, but something 
kept her looking for more. 
    The following night found me alone 
(again) at the Harvard Exit’s midnight 
showing of  The Wall, and the rest of  
that weekend is an angsty blur. “What 
were you expecting?” Boyfriend asked, 
when I related my shell-shocked convic-
tion that I exist only in a void. “I mean 
seriously. The Wall.” But I was deter-
mined to be self-sufficient.
   So this last weekend I prepared. 
I wore a plain t-shirt and minimal 
makeup. I brought my notebook in my 
purse and when I got to the Crocodile, 

(continued on page 28)

Caitlin Sussman | Graphic Designer

Photo courtesy of odesza.com
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    In my recent attempts to master the 
Hungarian language, I have been read-
ing my mother’s copy of  Micimackó, the 
Hungarian translation of  A.A. Milne’s 
Winnie-the-Pooh. To supplement and aid 

    One of  the greatest and most 
alienating things to exist currently on 
the internet is a comic strip: Garfield 
Minus Garfield. The creator uses image 
manipulation to remove the titular cat 
from the life of  Jon Arbuckle, leaving 
him flailing, hopeless and alone.
    For you, however, this is not enough. 
You want to experience what it truly 
means to drift in the inexplicability of  
human action. You want to founder in 
an empty, freezing sea and be cast onto 
the Shores of  Failure. For you, there is 
The Room.
    You’ve probably heard of  The Room, 
due both to writer-director-producer-
star Tommy Wiseau’s bizarrely unteth-
ered advertising campaign and to the 
word-of-mouth that has stalked the film 
since its initial release. None of  these 
reviews are going to be positive, but 
that is its power. Not everyone has the 
strength to face what The Room has to 
show them.
    Wiseau’s message of  eternal isolation 
finds root in the tale of  Johnny, ambig-
uously-and-unsatisfactorily employed, 
surrounded by a throng of  suspiciously 
young friends and frames from which 
he has never removed the stock pic-
tures. His deception by petulant fiancée 
Lisa and erratic friend Mark is all the 
more startling for its complete lack of  
reality-based grounding. Every charac-
ter is shallow, confused and inconstant. 
Dialogue ranges from the incompetent 
aping of  “Tenessee [sic] Williams” to 
unnervingly and acontextually Stop-

Movies
Why, The Room. Why.

Books
I have Opinions about 
Winnie-the-Pooh.

pardian. Ineptitude of  this level is rarely 
achieved without the involvement of  
the SyFy channel. It is broken and 
shuddering and beautiful.
    Find a midnight showing; there will 
be one near-enough to you. You don’t 
want it too close. Wiseau’s face will 
glower down from any poster the the-
atre is brave enough to showcase. With-
in the fan community, speculations as 
to his origins and motives run rampant. 
Whispers name him warlord. Vampire. 
In the interests of  your emotional de-
velopment this night, it is irrelevant. He 
is your prophet, the one person to look 
upon the buffet of  human wonderment 
and render it completely devoid of  
hope or redemption or sense.
    Please, do not buy popcorn. Any 
moment spent wiping salt from your 
fingers or rustling a paper bag is a mo-
ment during which you are not fully 
experiencing the sheer and terrifying 
joy that only a brush with madness 
can offer. And don’t make eye contact 
with any of  the other bodies occupying 
space in your general vicinity. You were 
people before, but the movie you are 
about to experience will strip you even 
of  that vague comfort.

Caitlin Sussman | Graphic Designer

Holden Kosaly-Meyer | Staff Writer

If  there is a place I should check out, let me know 
at graphicdesigner@seattlecentralcircuit.com

My thoughts are too much, it’s too fast.
Pouring down, vomiting.
I can’t write as fast as my thoughts
                    coming out from nowhere.
A man came up to me, stopped.
There was a poor little thing on the 
                    other end of the leash.
Man looked at me, without saying a 
                    word.
He kicked that dog, that poor little thing.
Still without saying a word, he walked 
                    across the street.
With that poor thing,
On the end of the leash,
On the edge of his life.

Alex Dong | Student Contributor

Faithful to the 
Unfaithful Ones

I planted myself  firmly against the bar 
and glared pointedly at the empty stage. 
And not two minutes later, I had a 
friend. Not a real friend, perhaps – we 
didn’t exchange contact info – but I had 
someone to talk to between sets, and it 
felt like a massive coup.
    And then the walk home.
    “Are you lost?” It’s a loaded ques-
tion, especially from an older man to 
a younger woman who is walking by 
herself  at night. I paused.
    “’Cause that there’s the 7, and you 
could hop that up to the Hill. Hang on! 
You know who I am? I’m on You-
Tube.”
    And I made my second friend of  the 
evening: Seattle fixture Glen Pops Free-
man, whose offer of  a song was im-
mediately accepted. His voice was clear 
and brilliant, but the joy I felt wasn’t 
just from the music.

I went to the CINEinsomnia screening at the Harvard Exit. I may never forgive them.
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in understanding, I’ve been reading the 
original English version as well, and 
I’m being reminded of  just how much 
I fucking love that book. Unlike many 
stories for children, the characters’ out-
look on life and the world around them 
actually resemble a child’s view, rather 
than merely what an adult might think 
a child’s view is. The logic Pooh and 
Piglet use to justify that their hole in the 
ground is in fact a Cunning Heffalump 
Trap reminds me of  the logic I would 
use to assure myself  that there were 
in fact dinosaur bones in my cousin’s 
backyard and that mixing toothpaste 
with water would create a transforma-
tion potion. It is a sad fact that many 
people I know have only been exposed 
to Pooh through the Disney movies, 
and while the movies are excellent – at 
least some of  them – they only capture 
a fraction of  the charm the books offer.
    One quality of  the Pooh books I feel 
cannot be overstated is their humor’s 
ability to mature along with the reader. 
Many of  the jokes in Winnie-the-Pooh 
become funnier as the reader grows 
and understands more about the world, 
though not in the sense that there’s a 
dirty double-entendre that goes over 
kids’ heads but adults can snicker at. 
Rather, as a child grows and gains a 
better understanding of  language and 
social interactions, they might go back 
and realize that the characters’ page-
long conversation has been about 
absolutely nothing, or they’ve said the 
exact same sentence four times. I dis-
tinctly remember watching my brother, 
after many years of  having had it read 
to him, reading the book to himself  for 
the first time. When he got to the seg-
ment, “You can’t help respecting any-
body who can spell TUESDAY, even 
if  he doesn’t spell it right,” it clicked 
in his mind what that sentence actually 
meant, and he laughed raucously for 
several minutes. That was the moment I 
realized just how much he was grow-
ing. To anyone who has not read the 
books (Winnie-the-Pooh and The House at 
Pooh Corner) I cannot recommend them 
enough. And for those who have, why 
not read them again?

Have a book or movie you want us to review? Have a 
book or movie you want to write about? Email us at 
studentsubmissions@seattlecentralcircuit.com!

    Sunday morning – because on a Sun-
day, 12:30pm counts as morning – finds 
me on the sidewalk outside Targy’s. The 
girlfriend of  its one-armed bartender 
(neither was ever formally introduced to 
me as anything else) is telling me dirty 
jokes, and for once I want to be watch-
ing the game.
    I know very little about football 
outside of  how much fun it was to play 

Sports
Football is happening!
Caitlin Sussman | Graphic Designer

Top Chef
Former SCCC student 
Carrie Mashaney fea-
tures this season
Jared Winninghoff | Copy Editor
    According to SCCC’s website, “Since 
1941, the Seattle Culinary Academy has 
prepared over 5,000 students for suc-
cessful culinary careers using a world-
wide approach to sustainability, heritage 
and health.” One of  those students is 
now on the television show Top Chef 
and her name is Carrie Mashaney. 
Mashaney attended the Seattle Culinary 
Academy at Seattle Central Community 
College with an emphasis on baking.
    Mashaney has already worked for a 
couple of  well-known restaurants in the 
Seattle area – Café Juanita, Spinasse – 
and will be the opening chef  at Seattle 
chef  Jason Stratton’s new restaurant 
Aragona. The two chefs worked to-
gether at Café Juanita and have been 
close ever since. In an interview with 
The Seattle Times Mashaney explains 
that she tried out for for Top Chef due to 
Stratton’s encouragement.
    Mashaney goes on to explain that 
her love of  cooking originated with 
her Mom. When she was young she 
and her Mom would cook together and 
Mashaney fell in love with cooking. 
Unfortunately Mashaney’s mother has 
passed away, but Mashaney takes pride 
knowing that her Mom would be “super 
proud” of  her.

and how pissed I was when a knee in-
jury (and, you know, femininity) ruined 
my shot in high school. But it’s never 
too late to learn, and when I finally es-
cape the joke-teller’s drunken clutches, 
it’s to burst into a cheering room. In 
those brief  moments I’ve been out-
side, the Seahawks have begun to close 
Texas’ lead. At this point I don’t know 
what the ensuing 4-and-oh record will 
mean for our team, but I do know that 
it’s a lot of  fun to yell, and probably 
allowable in this place to drink before 
five.
    Interviews in this place are hopeless, 
what with the screaming and the throw-
ing and the screaming (my reporter’s 
notebook sports a scrawled line: “need 
a story angle, what with the yelling and 
the total lack of  comprehension”). 
Tearing his eyes away from the Fan-
tasy scores, Boyfriend finally deigns to 
throw me some quotes.
    “Lynch needs Skittles! Sherman 
deserves everything good the world can 
throw at him! Texans are a good effing 
team, and we still eked out a win!” He’s 
glowing.
   “I don’t think this counts as ‘good 
journalism;’ you know that if  you 
don’t talk to me I’ll hit you with a pool 
cue and that’s not how interviews are 
supposed to work.” But he’s already re-
submerged in the digital Fantasy realm, 
and I devote the rest of  the afternoon 
to learning how to brace a pool cue 
properly. My thrill at the Seahawks’ win 
is overshadowed by my anticipation of  
my next bar-pool victory.
    Late Tuesday night I receive a text 
message that I can’t parse: “New plan 
for the [Fantasy] league. Trade for play-
ers on the Bengals, Lions, Jaguars, or 
Panthers. Have an all-cat team.”
    “Will it help you win?”
    “Probably not. But I could become 
the CATLORD.”
    So I understand even less. Even in its 
most invasive and participatory form, 
the game remains, well, a game, while 
those shouting voices at the bar that 
Sunday had been anything but playful. 
Maybe this is a him-thing. Maybe the rest of  
Washington really is that…devoted? Insane? 
His friend Danny’s offered to lend me 
a Seahawks scarf  so I’ll blend in at the 
next outing. He insists it’s important, 
and I’m starting to believe him.
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We are one
Kenyans react to the Westgate mall bombing

    It has never been like this. 
    It has been five and a half  years since Kenyans buried dozens of  sons and daughters in the Sachangwan fuel-tanker fire 
of  2009. We have experienced violence from the 2008 presidential election, politicians becoming enemies of  other politi-
cians, civilians gassed while collecting kerosene from an overturned truck, but never had people from other countries come 
to Kenya to kill as we have seen in the horrific Nairobi Westgate mall attack. At this juncture, will the Kenyans heal? 
    The militant Islamist group al-Shabaab attacked the shoppers at Westgate mall in Nairobi, Kenya. It began on Saturday 
morning, September 21st, in a place which has been an amazing place for people to have leisure and fun and is especially 
popular with tourists. It has now become a symbol of  the terrifying experience to the survivors and other witnesses.
    Al-Shabaab are known as a group of  terrorists who came from different countries, but the majority are said to be from 
Somalia. They have said that they targeted Kenya in retaliation for Kenyan military action in Somalia against al-Shabaab in 
2011; I think there is also an element of  jealousy, because Kenya is developing while Somalia has been torn apart by war for 
decades. As a consequence, many Somalians enter the country without permission, which further contributes to tension be-
tween Somalians and Kenyans. Politicians have been calling for stricter measures to remove undocumented Somalians from 
Kenya. This is the national context of  the al-Shabaab mall attack.
    Many people enjoyed this mall because it saved them from driving miles to other stores. It was designed to employ people 
like cashiers and bring profit in the country. Money from other foreign countries was invited too and that is why some of  
the tourists who were shot and killed by al-Shabaab included a Ghanaian Professor, the nephew and his fiancé of  Kenya’s 
President and other international tourists whose bodies may not yet have been recovered. It is really sad to lose our brothers 
and sisters who were innocent. 
    CNN news reported that Kenyans soldiers have not identified the total number of  al-shabaab involved in the attack. It 
was reported that five were killed, ten injured, six captured, and some of  them managed to escape through the mall’s exten-
sive drainage system. The news reports indicate that there were many members of  al-shabaab present, but only a few were 
identified.
    The members of  al-Shabaab involved in this attack may have included one or more American and/or British citizens. 
We believe that the government has a long arm and all the members in hiding will be caught. The government of  Kenya is 
working really hard to maintain peace and calm in the country. The coming together of  all Kenyans has been powerful. The 
diverse community has pulled together all races and all tribes that are often a source of  tension in Nairobi. “We are one,” 
say Kenyan civilians. In times like this Kenyans are ready to share their meager resources. One of  my aunts cooked food to 
serve to the rescuers and bystanders at the mall during the tragedy. It was not only her, but there were many volunteers who 
did serve food to the Kenya defenders, too. The Kenya defenders had to take turns in eating the food. I mean if  one group 
was eating, the other group had to protect our homes and watch for insurgents. 68 were reported dead and dozens injured. 
This has been going on for a few days. The various inter-faith groups are coming together to pray for peace in the country 
and give condolence to the people who have lost their loved ones.
    Losing one life is very painful. Every Kenyan is angry about the chaos that is happening in the country. Even though I am 
not in Kenya, it hurts me so bad. My people are all safe, but I still count the dead ones as my family. Kenya has always been 
a great place to visit and especially welcoming to foreigners. “Hakuna matata,” which means “no worries,” is a dedication to 
every tourist that visits Kenya. Now, the trauma has made Kenya sound like a bad country to visit. But Kenyans are strong 
and they will always be. The country and the people will recover and restore Kenya.

You want to be published in the Central Circuit. The fame! The prestige! Your name immortalized in print! Send your news articles, editorials, photos, drawings, poems, stories, 
paintings, or questions to studentsubmissions@seattlecentralcircuit.com. We cannot print absolutely everything we get, but we do our best to represent a wide selection of  student 
works.

Catherine Lumadede | Student Contributor
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In the future, this page will feature a list of  upcoming events both on campus and off.

For November, please check our updating schedule at SeattleCentralCircuit.com

What are YOU up to in the next few months? Want it featured in the Central Circuit?
Shoot us an email at studentsubmissions@seattlecentralcircuit.com!

Can you spot what’s creepy in this picture of  our very own One World restaurant? It is entirely possible you won’t, but either 
way, have a happy and safe Halloween!
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